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Farmers and Fertilizer Muanu-

facturersAre Asking That Some

Action Be Taken to Induce
Germany to Reduce It.

—

NOMINATION OF MR. BRIGGS
OF RALEIGH NOT CONFIRMED

e

Marion Butler Evidently Hopes Some-

thing May Happen in His Brother's
Flnr——l'hnl‘lo Drain Rich Soils
in Eastern Part of the State.

Gozette-News Burcau,
The Hamilton,
Washington, Dee, 21,

HE senate adjournsd without

confirming the nomination of

Willls G, Briggs, postmaster at

Haleigh. Representative Morehead |s

understood to have withdrawn his op-

podltion after being told by the presi-

dent that he wished Mr. Briggs' nom-

ination confirmed, but Inasmuch =s

Senntor Carter did not release the

papers it ia thought Butler still en-

tertaing the hope that ‘something may

happen” to make an opening for his
brother, Lester,

r The Potash Question.

The North Carolina senators have
received many telegrams of late from
farmera and fertblizer manufacturers
respecting the action of the Garman
government in Imposing an export
duty on potash which Ia nigh
prohibitive, Senator Overman saw
the  president yesterday. before re-
turning to S8allsbury for tha holidays,
and took occaslon to mentlon the
subject; It Is hoped that represen-
tatjons may be made to the German
government, through the state de-
partment, or direct by the president,

« witioh wilt have the effect of bringing
aboiut n reduction of the duly.

1t seoms that the fertillzer manu-
fasturers of this country were under
coftract to provide so much fertilizer
for next year's trade, and the attl-
tude of the Gorman government has
had the effect of creating for them a
awkward situntion. Senator Bimmons
has written a leiter to the presiden
with a view to impressing him with
the Importance of the matter, and
noting how unfortunate it is that the
farmers of this country must be de
pendent upon one source for this
ehsantial element (n the manufacture
of fertiliger. The fear obtains that
fertilizers will be appreciably higher
In price next year uniess Germany’s
excesslve export duty is lowered,

Senator Simmons' Investigations

Bpeaking of matters relating to
farm life bring to mind some side in-
vestigations which Senator Simmonk
is making. For example, the cotton
ralsers of his section linve suffered,
during certaln years, from too many
cold ralns. Explaining these things
some of the weather sharps here have
told him that a barometric pressurc
forms over sections of tha country at
times, a condiiion that has heen
known to exist more or less for a
period of several years. In this way
they aceount for crop fullures In cer-
taln sectlons for several consacutive
seagons After awhile this pressure
will be removed, shift to another sec-
tion of the country, and weather con-
ditlons will thenceforth be favorable
1o the production of good crops.

Senator Slmmons brought here &
tin ean full of Jones county soll which
he wished to have anglyzed, and ment
it to the agricultural department. The
gample, black, decayed vegetable
matier, was taken from a depth of mix
feet. There is a vast tract of this
land In Jones and Onslow county, not
exactly swamp lands, but In need of
Arainage, and if this could be done
the owners would soon be sending
corn to Indiana. There I8 no telling
how much corn the land would pro-
duce, or how long crops could be

without the use of fertiligers.
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conoern that has plenty of capital.
.'lt.'h helleved that the system ustially
adopted by this drainage company.
of bullding one big canal, with i« sye-
tem of collsteral ditches, would be
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Men Were Fighting Flames in

HICAGO, Dec, 22.—Fire Marshal
James Horan and 28 firemen

C were killed in a fire  causing

51,230,000 damage to the warchouses
and stock of Morris and  company,
packers, and for hours threatened the
whola stock yard district. The injured
numbers more than 50, lsting being
dificult because they were roshed in
amibulances ad private  astomobiles
tee hospitals and home In many sv-
tlons, Seven bodies bave  been re-
covered, A 1 p.om, the fire was hedg-
od In and s sproad checked. Efforts
to save bulldings originally attacked
by fimmes were sain. The bulldings
destroyed Include two warchouses full
of dressed ments, bemp, ete, a lal-
low house amd other stroctures, .
STILL BURNING FIERCELY.

2 p. m~The fire is still  burniong
flercely, The explosion occurred on
the top floor of warchouse No. 6.
Roofing was blown into tho alr and
the flames shot skyward. Half a
dozen companles of aremen on the
further cmd of the rool narrowly es-
caped being struct by flying  debris.
They clambored down fire escapes in
e 10 eseape,

23, ~Twenty

Chicago, Dee. or
more [flremen, Among whom are
belleved to be Chief Fire Mar-

shal Horan, Battallon Chief Willlam
Burroughs and Lieutenant Fitagerald,
were killed this morning when crush-
ed beoneath a heavy wooden canopy
while fighting fire which did $600,000
damage o the beef house of Nelson,
Morrid & Co, at Forty-third and
Loomis streets, in the stock yurda,
The Injured number about 40,

Tha fire, carrying ite loss of life,
which will reach 49, started from an
pxploalon. Tmmédintely after the first
alarm the .
pidity. A Eeners
Chief Howan I'M:I his home
began tin in men.
mund:::u;n Chief Burroughs he
led a line of pi en and truckmen
to the oast entrince of the bullding.
The Lattle ageinst the fAames Was
fought from benpath a heavy canopy
hanging monacingly above them. Ap-
parently ablivious to
firamen orowded heneath the denth-
trap which, with a roar of tumbling
tons of hrigks, buried the depart-
ment's chief, together with more than

of his aides,
'm quickly spread among (he
firomen that thefr leader went down

efforts
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TWENTY OR MORE
FIREMEN ARE DEAD

Meat Warehouse in Chicago

When Wooden Canopy Suddenly Collapsed—Chief Fire
Marshal and Assistant Among Victims.

basement known as the hide room. A
witchman making his rounds heard
the explosion and Immediately turned
in an alarm and then fled from the
bullding.

Raflrond Tracks Hindered Fremen,

The canopy death-trap ran along-
glde the east side of the building,
The railroad tracks hindered the fire-
men's work, making It necessary for
ths firamen to climb on & platform
beneath the covering.

The hopes of thousands of the fire
chief's ndmirers that he and his men
had not periashed was lost when Hat-
tation Chief Lacey told of seeing the
marahal and Burroughs, together
with 18 or 20 men, beneath the fall-
Ing walls. At the general alarm
office [t In estimuated that 20 or 30
firemen are dead, following two hours
bard fighting to recaver the buried
men.

Assistant Chief Wept as He Urged

His Men Forward.

Bhortly before 10 o'clock there
soemed little hope of checking the
Aames Assistant Chlef Seyferlich

wept as he called upon his men to
do their best. “We won't get to the
men Imprisoned in the bullding.” sald
Seyforlloh. “Bome of them may still
be allve but we ean 4o nothing un-
der these conditions'

AL ESTATE EXGHMGE
ORINCED HEE TEO

Object Is to Ragulate Commissions, elc.
—Personnel of the Board of
Directors.

Al & mesting of the real estate
dealers of Asbeville, held at noon to-
day, & real estnte exchange was
formally organized. A board of di-
rectors wos chosvn and later officers
will be clected. The directors are:
J. M. Chiles, Roger Grani, George 8

Powell, J. J. MeCloskey and W. W
Oampbell, The object of the real
1

estate exchange is to bring the
weuthta denlers Into closer touoh
eash other, and to regulate comis

PLANNING NEW COUNTY
08 00 NORTH STHTE

Circulars Now Being Senl Out Urging
Forming of the “County of
Piedmont.”

The movement for forming
mont county” out of a
Gullford, Duvidson and
counties, with High Point
prospective county seat, s bhelng
pusthed ahend, This will be quite
strenuously favored and equally op-
posed hefore the legislature this win-

“Pled-
portion  of
Randolph
as the

ter. Circulars and petitions are be-
ing sent widespread throughout the
state In the Interest of the county,

Should the leglsiature establish “Pled-
mont county” It would make the
98th county. The last addition was
Lee, cut out of Moore and Chatham
countles, that making the 98th

BELIEVED 360 LIVES WERE

Rescuerers, Boring Their Way o Conter

of Catastrophe, Passed 160
mm.
Bolton, England, Dec, '23.—It Is

now belleved 380 dives were lost an &
vesult of the disaster at the Littie

‘Hulton colllery which was wrecked

by an explomion yesterday.

Rescuing parties, boring their way
to the wnter of the catastrophe,
pansed 1.0 bodlea

Captain and Licutensnt Given Prison
Sonlenors,

Lapale, Germany, Dec, 33.—Captain
Bernurd Frederick WFrench of the
Hritish Royal Infantry and Lisut
Vivian H. Hrandon of the Royul navy
were found gulity of esplonage upon
the German fo at Borkum
nnd sentenced to four months’ impris-
oament In the fortress

Ginne Flies Over English Chianuel for
$20,000.
Dover, Eng.,, Deec, 22.—Cacil Grane,

competing for the De Forest §10.000
prige, flew over the Engllsh Channel
mmlnamn::mhmm-
Ing and was reported ng over Cu-
Ialn, Fraonve, 10:48,
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AUTUTOIMOBILE ECIED
QCEEPOSITE RPOWER' HOUS

5T N MIE DSISTER

EW TOHRK., Dec. 22.—Ten per-
gond were killed, 108 Injured
sufficlently to requiire the ald

of | police and treatment at  public
hosplta's, and perhaps twice that
simnber subjected to mingr hurts tn
fhele  homen. by an ' explosing  of
Pintsch gas 10 an annex of the power
house of the New York Central Rall-

Rocked N. Y. to Its Foundation

IN STRESCT

rond, at Loxington avenue and
tieth street

By the terrific foree of the concus-
#lon housea were riven, heavy timbers

Fit-

the bullding under which the gas had
accumulated crumpled like paper and
_t?r- reglon. for many blocks in the
vicinity of the rallrocd yardk was
awent as by a vyelone,

PHILADELPHIA FIRE
COSTS MANY LIVES

Firemen and Policemen Buried

Under Falling Walls of Pried-

lander Factory—Pitiful Cries of Men Beneath Ruins
Spurs Brother Firemen to Heroic Action.

HILADELPHIA, Dec. 21.—After
P un all night search In tho
leather factory of F. Friedlan-
der, 1114 to 1120 Bodine street, which
wan destroyed by fire last night. It is
thought the number of firemen and
pollceman kiklled by falling walls is
under twenty.

Fire Chief Baxter. who narrowly
escapad death, sald at 8§ o'clock this
morning that between 11 and 14 fire-
mdn loat thelr lives. His reports,
however, are Incomplete. Superin-
tendent of Police Taylor helleves the
death list will reach 20.

Twelve bodies have heen taken
from the rulns. The difficulty in de-
termining the number of killed I» due
to the fact that when the castastrophe
pecurrsd the genernl alarm brought
ambulances and patrol wagons from
all parts of the ¢ity. The Injured and
dend were taken to widely scattered
hospltals.

The work of digging into the rulns
n exasperatingly slow. Flre fighters
have been on dutly working like Tro-
jans 24 hours. Some of the bhodies
removed from the rulna were #0
badly burned that limbs dropped off,
The nuomber of iremen and pollcemen
injured will reach &0, Several of
them may die. The Injured are scat-
terad in nearly a dozen hospitals.

The Friedlander factory was a five-
story structure on the west slde of
Bodine street. Wagon tower No. 7
had & ladder against the front wall
pldying a gerat stream of waler into

the flames. Just inside of the bulld-
ing were a group of firemen also
throwing water on the ruins. BSud-
denly the Hodine strest wall collapsed,
falling inward, burying all the men
| within the building and earrying
(down the [adder of the truck on
which half & Jdoxen firemen stood,

| The cries of the men caught be-
neath the ruine spurred thelr brother
firemen to herolo action without any
thought of danger to themselves, No
wooner had they climbed over tha
smoking ruilns than there wns a
warning from a nearby roof and the
next moment a part of that wall camo
down. This caught within Its deadly
grasp nol only the bmve MfAremen
but al2o &4 number of policemen who
plunged Inso the rescus work, Three
hundred more polleemen Wers
brought to the scene,

Pititul cries of help came from the
men burie] beneath the rulns, Some
few of the Injured extricated them-
solves,

Thirteen Koown Dead.

Thirteen known deal—12 firemen
and one pollceman—and more Lhan
{80 injured Is the record of last night's
fire at the Friedander leather fao-
tory, The fgures were given out by
the police at noon, The monetary
loss will not exceed $26,000, OF the
Injured soveral may afe. Two fire-
men were taken out allve after have
ing beon pinned under a great mass
of twisted lron and broken bricka
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GEN. NAVARRO SURROUNDED:;
1] . '

AMERICAN CONFIRMS RUMOR

The Geoneral, Uninjured, Is st the
Head of a Force of 250 at Peder-
nales, Says Man Who Left
Monday.

Chihuahus, Mex., Dsc. 18.—Rumors

that Genural Navarre has besn sur-
rounded by Insurrectos were con-

firmed this afterncon hy an American |

who left Pedornales Monday,

He says Navarro la uninjured and
remalns at the head of a detachmant
of troops numbering 280, at ‘Pader-

WRECK ON LOOKOUT SHOALS;
LAKE SAVERS RESCUE CREW
Schooner Wallace of New York Driven

Hard Aground — Loaded With
Lumber from Branswick, Ga,

Morehend City, N. C., Dec. §2.~Af-
tor & hard battle with heavy seas and

! Benefited—Corporation Comumis- - :

| highly complimentsd the new

! 11 ‘HE a"
SEVERAL GHANGES
SN 7
1R NOW PROPOSE
It 18 Suggested That With the Inaugur-
ation of the Carolina Special Con- -"_ " f%
nections Be Made Here. i
R
AT AR
TRAINS NOS. 21 AND 22 COULD
EASILY CONNECT WITH NEW TRAIN “( !
5 S
o1 - g
Traveling Public Would Be Greatly t: .

sions May Take up Matter,

e i

The husines men of the eity Mn_-: or\
.
wervice which i8 to go into effect :

uary 2  between Cinclonati
Charleston. The time from

| Cincinnati to Charleston fs made in
{27 hours. The trip from Charieston to

ware hurled into walls of masonry, |

Charles-
ton to Cincinnati Is reduced for &8
hours to 26 hours, while the time from

Asheville will be made In 10 E
and 20 minutes, a shortening m B
hours ad 456 minutes; while the e i
from Ashevile to Charleston will ba .
made in 10 hours and 26 minutés, &
shortening of nearly four hours. ‘<

From Asheville to Cincinnat! there =
is already u fast schedule but this will =
be improved by the new train. The
trip on the new train wlll be made ia
15 hours and 20 minutes, against 16 .
hours and 66 minutes on the présont ¥
schedule, while the trip from Cincine-
nati to Ashevilie will be  shortened
from 17 hours, under the present ser-
vice, to 16 hours and 25 minutes.

In this connection it was suggested
today that by making No. 21 and Neo.
22, “the eastern and western
express,” connect with the Carolins
special at Asheville, it would be
greatly appreciated by the traveling
public. After January 2, traln No. 1.
bound for Cincinnatl, will arrive at
Asheville at 7:30 p. m., and leays, at
T:40, eastern time. Traln Neo. 31,
from Goldsboro arrives at Asheville at
7145 p, m., just five minutes after the
fast train has departed. It would be
great convenlence to the ftra
public in this state, who have
in the west, if they could make
conneetion at Asheviile with the fast
Knoxville and Cincinnat! train, pii | 7

Train No, { avrives from !
nati and Knuzville at, '
departs for Columbin 1
at 9:35 o m. If train No. 33,
leaves here at 8 4. m. for
and follows No. 36, just 80
later, would be changed back 1o
leave here at 9:30, it would afford an- 2
other direct connection from t
natl, Knoxville and the west to y
bury, Ralelgh, Greensboro mnd t "3
east with little delay.” i)

It s undersiood thet y i
the corporation commission have' -
under sdvisement & proposition o
make the morning train No. §, from
Waynesville, on the Murphy
form a connection with No. 28, the
idea being to have No, 23 leave M |
Granting that No. 8, on the
Une from Wayneaville, is exactly
time, It would be possible under x
proposed schedule of No. 8, the s
olina special, to make connection with .
the Charleston train. - y

These matters will doubtiess be 0of=
sldered by the corporation
slon shortly after January 1 when
1ew members take office.

LT WGAT GOLDEST
NGHT F Y6

l

Zoro for the Night.

ing the coldest of
months 20 far. The
the weather bureau




