Entered at the Postoffice In Asheville
a8 Becond-class matter.

in 1611 has beon fast. An increasing
number of minds are sucoumbing to it

Insanity In the Uliited States is in-
crefsing faster, o special government
Inquiry shows, than population. The
population increased 11 per cent in
the five years, 1004-1910, while the
population of the insane asylums in-
oreased 25 per eent. There are 187,.-
464 patients confined In hospitals for
the Insane. Massachusetts has the
Inrgest ratlo, 344.6 per 100,000 people;
Arkansas the emnllest, 18 per 100,000.
Examination of the children in va-
ripus parts of the country, and espec-
Mmlly In urban communities, reveals n
very ¢ idernble percentage of actual
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A CIVIO BETTERMENT ORGANI-
ZA

N,

There has been through the long
yeara lttle on which to base & hope
that It would come In our time, but
those of us who live until next
Wednesday will see the organization
of » eivie league in Asheville. The
men gnt so far on one oceasion as to
hald » metting and elect officers, but

that was the supreme elvie heatter-
ment efforis 1t exhausted the com
munity. ‘That league died dried up,
faded Into inoecnous desuetude. And

wamen have degided to bnder-
Asheville a work that wo-
men have undertaken and done in
other towna. What 18 a civic league?
Were we to undertake to set its liml-
tations L would be In a sense to offer
advice as to what they ought to be;
a thing we intend pointedly to refrain
from dolng. A soclety for civie Im-
provement, In a city, however, Is
measurably comparable, we Lhink, o
the mistress of the house. There Is
A something about & house that is
presided over by a woman of culture,
Industry, good taste and real gentll-
ity; nn air, ns we say, that is the point
of community of Innumerable little
things, and tasks, and thoughts; or-
der, beautly, utility, cleanliness—the
home atmomphere.

It & haped by those who have
started Uhis enterprise that the mocie-
ty, which 18 to be formed, and named
nt & meeting at the Henrlettn, will
have the name of every lady In
Asheville enrolled In its membership
This of course It will not have, liter-
ally, but it Is to be broad, catholle,
all-inclusive, the few who have begun
it hope. What a power the united
womanhood of Asheville would be In
any work It ight urdsrtake,

The Gazutte-Nows nhes them un-
bounded success. It tenders them
co-operation, without reserve, and
trusts that they will use It columns
freely for any messages they wish to
convey to the people,
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OF PAR-REACHING IMPORTANCE.

An evenl of far.-reaching Import-
ance In the Industrial life of the na-
Hon s the decision of President Taft
to recommend the sstablishment of a
Isbor commimsion, having powers an-
alogous to thoss of the interstare com-
meroe  commission, The mighty
changes incident to the development
of corporations and unions and the
growing complexity of modern Indus-
trial life never have been adequately
considered in the United States and an
aotive and efMalent government body,
with power to deal with labor dis-
turbances to ameliomats the condition
of workers by Investigation of condi-
tions, the recommendation of legisla-
thon, ete., would be of Inestimable ben-
#fil to those momt intimately concerned
and (o soclely at large.

Rabbl Steven Walse of New York
and Miss Jane Addams of Chlcago
wore among those who yesterday tool
up the matter with the President
Rabbl Welss put the nead for such o
body forcihly, He sald:

Wao have yot to solve the problems

defectives—children who Ilack, men-
tully or physically. In Boston, for in-
stance, this i 10 per cent or more—
the exanct figures are not at hand.
There continues a decided drift of
the population from the farmsa to Lhe

ural laws, but it is a condition tend-
ing to a constant Increase of the cost
of food,

There Ils by no means a catalogue
of the principal things that are to be
viewad with alarm. One prefers to
look at the many Interesting and in
spiring things on the other side of the
pleture. Human nature Is not golng
to be very different in 1012 from what
it was last year, or Inst century, Bu

arnol be doubted that there |-
vhat may B lled an arousing o
rieele NN Ce—0r CONSC LT -
There are certain evils that have
reach such proportions that

nrerage man cannot overlook, lgnorn
v lonk forget them, and there i
strong popular determination to seel

has been fraquently pointed out that
the main trouble Is the lack In politics
snd business, of imple honesty, which
ought to be a very fundamenial of a
Christian clvillzation. It Is one thing,
however, to discover'a lack, and an-
other to remedy it The condition ia
admittedly serious; and there I8 & mul-
titude of doctors, which perhaps Is not
nltogether a reassuring fact. But In
the number and variety of the pro-
posed remodies, ranging all the way
from simple cordlals, stimulants, poul-
lices, alteratives to dynamite and sui-
‘cide, there Is Indication that ecareful
ftudents of government and of human-
ity, us well ps reckless empirics, arae
attempting to devise remedies. And
wu belleve that some fundamental dif-
flieulties, some real underlying faults
that can be simply cured, have been
discovered. It is alko more than pos-
sible that the patlient Is not nearly as
slck sa (s generally supposed. If
it be true that correct remedies
have be found, it is not unrea-
sonable (b expect that the year
1912 will be marked in American’ his-

‘Jtory as that period when the words

“political party” came
change their signtficance,

entirely to

In the past 20 years, it has been
calouluted, one-fifth of the world's
progress In sclence, Invention and dis-
covery has been made. And the year
just passed is the culminating one of
that achlevement. Think of It—we
are permitted to live as much in one
yeur, to be present In polnt of time
with a8 much achlevement, as truns-
pired In centuries of average life In

the world’'s previous history,
Throughout Christendom today
there Is a spirit clamorous for the

cemsation of war; for arbitration, rea-
s0on and justice, and for the abatement
of the grievous tax on indostry Im-
posed by militarism. Without under-
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towns. This is doubtless due to nat-|

earnestly for a remedy for them. It

is planned to be the most stupendotis
church effort In the history of this
country—which lts ol or and
leader, Fred B. Smith, those to call
“the .Men and Religion Forward
Movement”; the old revival, the old
camp meeting, but oruuahed along
modern business lines, fl , EyN-

For' al Condition of 5
the Nowe " Throat. Com- _-‘
plete m 41,

GRANT'S m

wnmm

tematized, with trained wnrken. alme-
Ing to combine the efforts of the sarn-
est men and women In community
after community and spread and
aweop, ke fire; which goes Into the
statistics of a city, finds out what
wages girls ure pald. and how churches
compare with barrooms in number
and  finances; which undertakes the
practical conservation of men, and
boys, and women, and girls; In-
quiries into allegations of right and
wrong botween class and class, labor
and capital, The other day In Kansas
Clty women religious workers went
(into the moral bogs of thelr town, and
offered sach hopeless simer thers a
respectable home, to be conducted as
|an ordinary boarding house, its ad-
| dress kept secret; offered to every
|(-nq the means of earning a lving;
this i» a development of the "Men and
Religious Forward Movement.” It
nime to sprend over the whole countrs
In the coming year,

Organizgations and forces for moral
ndvancement have recorded notable
aohievements in economy of effort and
wwifention of purpose the past yvear

merchandise of their ideuls we ought
to have the severest condemnation.
To have our Lard, God's beloved
Son, pletured, of repramented by a
living person In a theatrical perform-
ance, is enough ta shock the sensibil-
itles of anyone bearing the name of
Christinn, And to guze on an attempt
to represeiit the agony of the cross,
when he hore our sins in his own body
on the tree, would be heart sickening
beyond description.

And all the persons appearing are
represented by wngodly, irreligious
men, and only for the sake of the
money to be made out of it

It Is to be hopad thatl cur pastors
have taken the matter in hand and
can Influence our nldermen to pros
hibit the performance, and If that
cannot be done fo so. Instruct their
congregntions that not a Christlan
man, woman or child will sanction
this sacrilege by Lhelr presence,
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Asheville, Dec, 30, '11.

West Agheville Water Question.

Fditor of The Gasetie-News:

Donations and bhequestis for chari-
tnble nnd philanthropie purposes In
the United States were, In 1009, §756,- 1
fOn.000; Lin 1010, $163,197.135: In

an "ifi 005,878, “Am 1 my brother's
seper?” asked Cain.

The year has been frultful of hopo
and achievement for Asheville and
this vicinity. It has been one of
marked moral advance It has In-
creased educational facllities. Good
progress has been made In the con-
struction of good romds Our people
have reaped knowledge of road builld-
ing gained by costly experiment the
past decade. Messra Lange and
Green declded to complete the big
hotel, and have the work wall ad-
vanced—and that has helped every
business and put heart Into the com-
munity. Why recount what Mr. Grove
has done for Asheville, and encourag-
ed Asheville to do for (tself T These
things are on every tongue. One
important pointa<there has beoen an-
other demonstration that Ashevilie
people can get together and do things.
When will we learn that we are
united clhiy? Look back at the magni-
ficent achievements of the past decade.
We are a united, & courageous, a pow-
erful community. By the way, Mr,
Finley, we have the golf links

Great strides have been made by
the ldea of business farming during
the year; great enthusiaem has been
engendered. There s the western
North Carolina falr; a great begin-
ning. Behold what has developed
since the morning of September 20,
when D, Hurris Invaded this sanctum
and bade us proclaim to western Narth
Caroling that the time had come for
united action to achieve the grund
development the future held for all
this section.

These are but sketches. Although
not without Its weed of sorrow,
wrivf, anxlety and stress, doubt uand
Aitfoulty, the year that lies a-
dying has been good o us as
& people. let us pledge him In
the king of beverages, the living, glo-
rious memorial and to unity of pur-
pose and courageous public spirit—
North Fork wuter,
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THE Y. M. (¢, A, NIGHT SCHOOL.

The value to the community of the
Y. M. C. A, and Its work s steadily
increasing. The eduostional depart-
ment returns o the community many
times what it costs, in the Incroased
efficlency of workers; many employs-
ers of those who attend the night
classes teatily o the growing value of
these employss. The night school
tends to equallte opportunity for
those capable of Improving it; it af-
fords the boy who must work In order
to live and perhape to help the fam-
iy, the menns of Atting himself for
the life contest with the more fortu-
nate youth,

The young men of Asheville, it is
ETaLfring to observe, have never been
80 apprecimtive of this opportunity as
al present. The past term the school
has bad 40 studenta. There are many
times that number of young men
in the city who ought, by giving up
the diversions which ocoupy the hours
they are not compelled to work, to
avall themseives of the opportunity
the Y. M. C. A. offers to ssoure a tech-
nical education. Learning Interesting
and useful things ought to be just as
enjoyable to & boy as playing carde

Tt
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Mr. Kipling has probably sent a
marked copy of those verses in which
he advised against making any truce
with Adam-zes, “the beir that walks
like & man,” to Sir Edward Grey, the
furelgn secrotary,

If you start the New Year in Ashe-
ville you have the satisfaction of
knowing you start under the most
favorable muspices posalble.

All records of production of hog
und hominy in weatern North Carolina
are about to be shattared. Watch.

All weatern North Carolina marches
into the year 1912 united In high pur-
pose,

If you do not wish to get left In
the 1812 procession, start right,

It s golog to be the best mort of
& year for planting aptle trees,

It Is going w0
Yoar.

be the optimist's

Happy New Year, everybody!

The great annwal swear-off.

In reporting the meeting held last
evening. Friday December 29, In West
Asheville the Cltisa omitted to report
a statement made by R. P. Hayes,
| president of the Buckeye Water com-
pany., Mr. Hayes sald,
Water company has water
supply West Asheville
years."
to the proposed Rew company at the
same rates cha by the city of
Ashevilie. OVE P‘RSBBN‘I‘

Asheville, Dec. 30, '

PACKERS' POOL

clent to
many

—_—
(Contlnuad om puyge 1)
Bwift, N, H ell, of Swift & Co,
or E. J. Ha.rtlrl LI Armour & Co,"
continued Mr, Vegfder, “All the ﬂrml
who attended, pald (heir proportion-
ate amount of the rent and other ex-
penses which was determined by the
volume of buﬂnq done In fresh beel
in territory A"
uu-unp

In response to
Veeder replied:

“The offices in
ware held adjol
my father, A. " Veeder."

“What were Your dutfes ag secretary
of these metinges ™

“The preparation of statistics,” wpa
the reply.

“What was done nt those meetings
of the packers?"'

“I recelved two statements every
Monday from each of the firma,”" Mr.
Veeder replied, ‘one showed the total
shipments in territary A, mads by each
firm for the weok. The other state-
ment gave the prices recelved for the
fresh beef sold by each firm. 1 tabu-
Inted these figures into one statement
for use by the packers at the Tues-
day meetings”

The witness said he prepared a
weekly statement showing the cost,
average. selling price and margin of
profit on all heef sold at sheh point in
territory A. thesa percentage state-
ments he mid wers malled to repre-
wentatives of ecach of them Monday
night In envelopes yourked “personal.’

“Was there any other statement
regularly malled to, the members T

"Yen, every Tussday mfter the
weekly meeting 1 would send a letier
to each member notifying them of
thelr allotment In pbunds lo be ship-
pod In territory A, 'durlu the current
woek."

“Can you glve us the form of Lhosd
lettera ™

“They pead aboul Wke this:

“'Dear 8ir: Your shipments into
territury A, the caming week will be
80 per cent of yolir maximum sllol-
ment or elght milllon pounds’ *

“Did esnch member receive a copy
of what the other was to ship?™

Pyt

Court them adjourned untll next
Tuesday.

the Pool,
ther question, Mr.

ich these meellngs

“the Buckeye |.

Ho also offered to sell water

IS LAID BARE

the law office ‘of

ki
E.

are earmllly inspeeted
are used in their makm :
The new 1912 shoes for la—
dies are real beauties,
with special shoe values at
$3.00, $3.50 and $4.00.

| $Shoe Co.

HAVE THE BABY

The besl baby pletures are made
here. We have special facilities for
getting zood photoa of  chiliiren
' Quickest plates, lota of light and fast
lengrs.  Catch them laughing, playing,
ete. You are certaln of best resulis ar
RAY'S STUDIO,
2 N. Pack Square,

U. 8. Btoel ........ sieie 67§ 671
U. B 8Steel pfd. .....000 isee BAE

Wabash ... v.ovovnasns e e %l
Wabash pfd ........0000 ve 183

Bid. Asked.
Asheville Water 4's...8...... § 0.0
Beaumont Furnitore.. ...... 110,00
Cltisens Bank .....,.. 14600 ......
Universal Security ¢'s. 10.00
Universal Beourity cert, 11.00 ......
Wachovia B, & T, Cow +.v.o0 146,00
Wm. Brownell Mill... 1000

Gen. D. W, C. Lee Breaks Hip,

Richmond, Dec. 30,—General D, W,
Curtis Lee, Robert B, Lee's son, ia
serfously 11l at his home near Hurke
station, Falrfax county, The distin-
gulshed Confederate moldier, aged 80,
Is suffering from a broken hip.

I have two Brunswick-Balke reg-
ulation Bowling Alleys, with a quan-
tity of balls; two Baxter Automatie
Pin Stickers; one Brunswiok-Balke
Poul Table; one Btevens Box Alley;
one Btevens Trivoll Table., The above
ix In Al pondition and will sell chsap
for cash, and would exchange for dry
I!;lunr. 218 Chestnut streel, phone
L3264,

PHOTOGRAPHED NOW

burzeins in Furniture, Rugs

14! Main 8t,

We have also some unex-
o_ellaii bargains in second-hand
cars.

Western Carolina Auto. Co.
Walnut and Leingtos,

Holiday Gifts

Let us help you decide. Good val-
assortment awalt

a, o-q e

In order to olose out balance of aﬁock ‘we are ghhg 20|
per cent. Diseount on all heating atovu, coal or wood.
Sume good second hand eoal stoves in stock, You saye
20c on every dollar yon invest here in a stove. Also

and Matting.

Donald & Dossld® 4

advantage of

LA IS

points, cold creams, ete. Take - '—_-

Seawell prices ._
and Seawell skill when you > 2

have a prescription. Prescrip- _';{_:
tions sent for and delivered. ey

Seawells Dug
Store

15 So. Main 8t g~




