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OOD FOR PRESIDENT

MATCHLESS LEADER OF A UNITED DEMOiCRACY—'WORTHY OF A UNITED SUPPORT
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tragedy of the death of Major McKinley will hold his
name high ma:n the names of our i ; but, him critically,
historian at all familiar with the facts can deny he was a0 expert President,
capable Prealdent, &8 President who could secure results,’ resident who
to deal with the Congress which makes the lawsi he must execute,
his long experience and service in the House, 2
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THE PROGRESS OF
A SANE YOUNG MAN

By Samumt G. Buyrme.

(Saturday Evening Post, December 30, 1911.)"
hwmmmwmm.mmumm—unm
an egg on the pavement at Ninth and F if-50 be your taste ran

was

fr::m éls

to fried egy asphalt; and it was even hotter than on that torrid corner
molzleﬂlﬁ-dlu!?hthlmhn’ House of Representatives. X0

and heated 1o the point liquescence; but
bead of perspiration gemmed his brow; not a sag
-bosom preserved its pristine gloss,

Underwood Center of a Dramatic Scene.

He had a newspaper in his band; and as he rose the ing patriots on
both sides took notice and shoved empe P
clgg{g‘i‘nu gorouty """ h:r:veh up their t ratures ﬂesree or so by

¢ gen om A is recognized,”" said th , leaning for-
ward eagerly as if he knew what was coming, " N fplinc, e il

“Mr. Speaker,” began Underwood calmly, evenly, dispassionately and eooll

whic!n is most important—"Mr. ker, 1 rise to a question of personal privi-
lege.” The Democrats applauded some more. The chubliunl:cgrinne It
was no affair of theirs, save as a show.

He asked that the clerk read from the newspaper he held in his hand, and
sent A page- mir‘r. “up tg the tlle:é: 'ri::d. it. ITI:e clerk read in that sing.
SONE manner which all reading clerks t was a tel ic dispatch
from Lincoln, Nebraska, and it began: “The recent activity o Rp;:esde:rnhe
Underwood in defeating the att by Champ Clark and others to reduce the
steel and fron schedule has met with the disapproval of W, J. Bryan”

T;:oc_' ::uﬁng clerk pau;edhelme. r:;i i{n to let the mrénimn th.l;.ii:lk into the
arboi of the perspiring patriots, an : “Toda
Brven aie e, el e i e e Ui
wood in en immediate effort to Yeduce the iron and steel schedule
reveals the real Underwood. Clark and other tariff reformers tried
to secure the passage of a ution instructing the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to take u}nﬂur schedules, including the iron and steel schedule; but
g;:lf'r'wnod and Fitzgerald, of New York, succeeded in defeating the resolu-

There was more of the statement, but that is enough to show its
tenor. It charged Underwood with being tainted with protection and havin
an individual interest in the iron and steel business, and was a very pointes
and personal assault on one big Democrat by another. After the clerk had
finished reading the statement there was a moment of silence. Underwood
stood looking directly at the Speaker, who still half leaned across the big desk

up under the flae. Then Underwood began speaking slowly, dispassionately,
evenly and gravely.

Underwood's High Political Courage.

“The statements contained in that artitle are absolutely false!" he said. In-
stantly the entire Democratic side broke into a roar of applause. .

“1f the reflections that paper contains rested only on myself I should mot
take the time of this House to answer them; but the statements i in
that article are & reflection on the only body of Democracy that is in control
of this Government, and as the representative leader I‘fn the floor of this House,

PLAIN WORDS ON BIG
QUESTIONS

car W. U in
Staff of the
New York World, Editorial

ion, December §, 1911)
“There has been no attempt on
the part of the manufacturers to
give labor its share of the
aesived from the tariff|
have kept lll.the profits.”
L

_ “To protect profits is to protect

inefficiency and to strangulate

rather than to develop industry.”
L B

“1 prefer to lower the tariff wall
by uﬂni‘ebrxh off the top of the
wall rat

r than dynamit
the smmu:c.m thcbyhom' .
“The

LI
people have lost faith in
the Republican party because it
has not kept Eaith with them”
LN
“If it (the Sherman Act) is en-

Mzs. Uxperwoon,

reciprocity  legislation, to which the
Democrats were favorable, the House
was Democratic mainly because of the
dissatisfaction of the people with the
Payne-Aldrich tarif law, the election
that made the House Democratic being
the first opportunity the people had to
express that dissatisfaction tangibly.
he Democrats had a majority of
nearly seventy. They had not had pos-
session of the House for sixteen years
They were politically hungry and polit-
ically thirsty. They needed sustenance.
They thought they had a chance to elect
a president in 19712 and get full swing
at all the perquisites and prerogatives
of the Government; and each man of
the two hundred and twenty-cight Dem-
. ocrats. . was, fyll of schemes for maki:;ﬁ
this chance a certainty. They were
anxious to revise the tariff in order to
keep faith with the people, but they had
many plans for revision and many
shades of opinion as to how it should
be revised. They felt their power and
importance. They were eager, avid, en-
thusiastic and none too prudent,

|
‘I

' Underwood and the
Democratic Party.

. Underwood was made leader of these
d men, His task was to hold them in line,
to keep them together, to get them at

of this majority, 1 should be untrue to my party ff I did not rise here and

stamp those utterances with the brand of falsehood!”

Underwood continned. He asserted he had asked the committee to take up
the iron and steel schedule first because he comes from an iron. and steel dis-
trict, and appealed to his Democratic colleagues on the committee to support
his statement, which they did. He said the committee had deemed it wiser| Now, when you talk of a man as a receptive or an aggressive candidate for
to take up the woolen &nd the cotton schedules first because the iron and steel| 3 presidential nomination you tot up his qualifications; and, no matter whether
schedules had been cut in the Wilson, the Dingley and the Payne Bills—snd | Underwood’s name ever gets before the convention or not, no matter if it re-
wool and eotton had not been revised for many years. Mr. Kitchin, of North| ceives no votes save those of Alabama, the fact is he is highly qualified <o far
Carolinn, corroborated what Underwood claimed; and Underwood further| 35 the mechanics of the Government is concerned. He has served in the House
proved his case, explaining his connection with the iron and steel business—| of RTruemltivu for seventeen years. When he took his seat, in December,
he is a stockholder in a company that makes iron—and having a telegram| 1805 he was thirty-three years old. He was placed on the Committees on Public
read from: Me, Bryan, dated April twenty-third, to Ollic James, in which Mr.| Tands and Expenditures on Public Buildings. In the Fifty-fifth Congress he
Bryan asked James to convey his congratulations to Underwood. was promoted to the important Committee on Judiciary, and in the Fifty-sixth

“Mr. Speaker,” ssid Underwood, “Mr. Bryan did not say 1 was protection-| wont 1o Ways and Means. He was on Rules and the Irrigation of Arid
izing the Democratic party when T brought in the free-list bill. Not until 1| Lands in the Fifty-seventh Congress, on Appropriations and Irrigation of
differed with him on the woolen schedule did he have one word of criticism 80} Arid Lands in the Fifty-eighth, and in the ?-Piny-nimh went back to Wavs

HON. 0. W. UNDERWOOD,
Underwood's Varied Public Service.

far as my condnct was concerned. * ¢ * 1 had to write a woolen schedule| 204 Masng, where he has since remained, arriving at the chairmanship in the
that would protect the revenues of this Government, and because 1 did 0 and| o oot or Sixty-second Congress, when the Democrats gained comrof of the
did not obey the command of the gentleman from Nebraska, Mr. Bryan, he

is endeavoring to make the country believe I am not an honest Democrat in
favor of an honest revenue tariff.” ;
There was some more of the speech, but not much. It was delivered ear-
nestly, but without heat and without m’ ?!trmm at on!korlcal ﬂt;:rttsh.h 1::::1:
renzy of demial, testing of innocence, no beating about the %
gttt 2 md:‘.; P:r:ne &ill:iial—l.nd proved his case. That was all

ouse,

In all these years he has been a quiet, systematic, steady worker—not demon-
strative, not flashy, but studious and industrions; and the mere reading of the
pnames of the committees on which he has served will show how wide his
experience has been. He has touched all phases of the legislative side of the
Government and mastered them. So far as the mechanics of this Government

A sane eense is conce he knowledge of how to do the things that must be done—there
there was to one thing. is no man in Congre:: who i[l the sup:rll'?;dgl L‘l;g‘cr:ood .»\nkd. wi!:i:;;m 1:;3.1:;';;
nderwood ial Possibili self to the charge of boomin W the more knowledge of the
U 8 Presidential . ::zthmmf the (‘mvem’:leﬂt “n!lli:pe I;Ju‘h}:. to the Whiiﬁ House by its four-
i ident the better things wi or the country at large.
That one thing is this: When Underwood finished that statement and sat| year res
down, amid the applause of the House, the State of Alabama had a candidate Underwood’s Methods Like McKinley's.

for the Democratic nomination for President. Underwood didn't know it; nor
. et that he had sssailed Mr. Bryan that made him hmf. Sedibod

was it the I
McKinley

asked me once if 1 didn't think Underwood is a good deal like
n many ways. ing aside whatever criticisms there may be of
McKinley, the fact is us 1 have said—he was a most expert and effective
President because he knew how to do things. [ think the comparison fairly apt.
McKinley was a Republican and a protectionist—and Underwood s a Demo-
‘| erat and a believer in tariff for revenue; but the two men had many traits in
common. MoKinley was, and Underwood is, a student of tariff ‘economics.
McKinley got his results by ise, by conciliation, by smoothing diffi-

culties away, by a - being willing
to give :n tzc. by staveness and civility that masked a real

go does Underwood. McKinley g:mgmf::l d.i];n \Irtm fg;r:phxnh;ra‘f'i :t::!

ive machi knew how t rmon nlties were pre 3

s aFo out tangles :nd avoid pitfalls—and so does Underwood.

knew strai
lchinl}“ Itt:ew when to recede and when to advance, and when to stand
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stock: ina o dne‘lh Ung.eer'ood. “\lfiiun ?:’;Khlq ul]:u‘i! o:ﬁ
w al
m m?iﬂu. k‘hh;m and ﬁadenu‘::d is, t':jtrant of the opinions
e e i e A e A
and gemeral-| L make no comparison here Of (0t T 50 is Underwood. These are the
and | essons. why. _
‘Underwood’s Leadership Beset With Tremendous Difficulties.

I work intelligently and cohesively—to get
results. He knew that the Democratic
party, if it was to have any response
from the people in its demand for the election of a Democratic president in
1912, must show the people it is trustworthy and fit for confidence. He knew
of the varving opinions as to what should be done with the tariff; knew of
the enthusiasm and lack of judgment, the partisanship, and even the fanaticism
of some of his followers; knew they had been so long outside that the
attainment of the inside position might lead to excesses in legislation. He chose
his liéutenants well and went at the job,
His task is not yet completed. The President vetoed the tariff bills that were
formulated in the House under Underwood's direction and intrinsically his,
though changed in many particulars in the Senate and in conference. There
will be more tariff legislation in the House in this session, The President has
demanded it and the Democrats are willing to go at it again in their own
way. What Underwood must do again is to hold his party in line to meet
as complex & situation as he had to meet in the extra session that ended last
summer—and never forget for a minute that there is a presidential election
next vear that undoubtedly will be largely decided upon the tariff question,
Judging the future by the past, he will do it. It s a situation charged with
dynamite. Many of his Democratic colleagues are anxious for radical action
in many ways. The Congress will not adjourn until just before the first national
convention is held. The record of the present House will figure largely, not
only as to the individual fortunes of Underwood but also as to the fortunes
of whomsoever shall he nominated by the Democrats for president and that

candidate’s success at the polls.
. . . . . L

Underwood Opposes Initiative, Referendum and Recall.

He is an advanced conservative in his views bf other legislation, For example,
he does not favor the wide extension of the initiative, referendum and recall.
His contention is that these measures have worked out satisfactorily in local
matters where the people clearly undeistood the issues; but that in larger

matters of national importance the Congress is better able to protect the

interests of the people.

“The people suffer far more from the failure to enforce existing
laws than they do from the lack of proper legislation,” he says. “The
people should drive from the places of power and responsibility the
unfaithful servants and elect those who will be faithiul to the trust
imposed upon them. The masses of people are far better judges of
men than they are of measures, and are far more likely to select an
honest man than an honest measure.”

Underwood's Characteristics.

forced as a criminal statute it is
an efficient instrument for pre-
venting and puniahiﬂq| monopoly
and restraint of trade,
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HIS WIFE A REAL HELPMEET

Mr, Underwood has been helped and
assisted by his wife, She is proud of
him and has faith in his future. She
takes the utmost interest in his work
and his ambitions. assumes full
control of the domestic establishment
and leaves him free from care and con-
cern. It is rumored that she even
lays out his clothes for him and ties
his cravat. She secks to aid him in his
studies and work of research. She is
bright, well educated, vivacious snd fulk
of life. Not beautiful, but att
wholesome and companionable. o
wonder is expressed that Mr. Under-
wood's forehead and face are free from
wrinkles. All the turbulence and nerve
suicide connected with bandling a flat
are removed from him—New VYork
World, August 6, 1911,

THE UNDERWOOD BOOM... .

Uncle Joe Cannon is quoted as saying
wat “Congressman Underwood of Ala-
uma has grown more in public senti-
ient recently than any other man in the
Jnited States.”

Other leaders in both big parties are
ow taking notice of this able South-
'rner, who distinguished himself dar-
ng the extra session of s
Democratic leader in the Houee.
Commenting t Underwood
boom, the Birmingmm Age-Herald says:
“The rise of Osa derwood is the
marvel of American 4, and we may
look for its culmination in the week
June 25 in the good city of Baltimore."
That this distinguished Alabamian is
growing in favor in all sections of the
country is plainly evident on all sides.
Wateh Underwood —Columbus, Georgla,
Ledger, reprinted in the Bi
Ala, Age-Herald, January, 1912,

DUTY HIGHER
THAN ABITION

Underwood Not Seli-Seeking

| “M{ Friends Must Do The Work,"
]!8)’! Inderwood.

Congressman Oscar W. Underwood,
when asked if he would be a candidate
for the Presidency, said:

“1 think my friends are going to pay
me the compliment of indorsing me amd
that they will present my name to the
convention, 1 will be wery o
have their indorsement. No man could
feel otherwise about it

“But I have told them that what they
do'they must do by themselves, 1 bave
a man's work cut out for me down
yonder,” waving his hand in the gen-
eral direction of Washington, “and 1
am going to try my best to do it. 1
am not going to neglect it to be a em-
didate for the Presidency er for mmy-
thing else.

“For what my friends do 1 shall be
grateful. But what is done my friends
| will have to do"—New York Americon,
Oet. 15, 1911,

UNDERWOOD'S
BOLD PROGRAM

Qood Politics and Pelicy
The Underwood program contesaplates

Underwood was born m Kentucky in 1862, was educated at the Rugby
School in Louisville, and the University of Virginia, and was admitted
to the bar in 1884, He went at once to Birmingham, Alabama, where he has
to Congress in 1894 and has been
returned regularly since. He early took a hand in politics and served on State
and district committees before lie went to Washington, As 1 have shown,

since practiced law. He was first elected

his cxrrir.nu in the House has been varied and his advance has been steady.
He is

a l:;miming speaker, His greatest speech was in

Aldrich bill when that measure was reported to the

by the Republican Ways and Means Committee in 1909,

of the House last summer, but none was so important or so exhaustive &
that speech against the Payne bill. He spoke for

bill section by section and ';:SK:J it from his information
This was one of the great th.!;!lmmo{mhuepnmmmo
ouse,
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not a showy man, but a studious. He is not an eloguent orator, but
jtion to the Payne-
}Eoun of Representatives
He made several
important speeches in advocacy of his own measures during the extra session
several hours, took up the
and convictions.

is speeches. He says he cannot memorize easily.
smpeech wh

sane reductions, not revolutienary,

framed so a% to lighten the

of the tariff without giving tee violeat

a shock to important natiopal interests,
This is a sensible program.

Tt is good political strategy and sound
eu;?omiu. OrsOver, ﬂhoi:l = _
siich & pr a
and vetoed b; tge President, Mr, Taft
and the Republican will have o
face an angry mation s third be-
trayal char st them.
s| 1 Taft should approve it, kis pre-
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