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CHAPTER VI,

plecs of  canvan,
thing, save only that Evelyn was the
discoverer. of the portrait remnant—

cumstances to keep secret—was told
to him in detall, and with all the olr
cumstantislity necessary to an intel
ligent discussion of even the minutest
polnty . =

My description of Murphy ellcited
from him & recollection, He re :

summit of Titicus mountsin, They
had Tunched there and were returning
by & route which-took them . over a
successlon of execrable roads, but

tal- | the other was
e

| Rye, lunching at the club house be

| nerves I hinve ever found that game

ble,
deal and Murphy

¢ My hopé
eape, however, wils not rewurded. He
“con ” exhibit #lgnd of an al|
most oot apprehension, There
was, . Indeed, a sympathy-stirring
pathos about the mervous disqulet of
this man; usually po impenetrably
sell-contained. And st moments, in
'epite of me; & suipiclon gripped and
held that he had not been entirely
frank; that somewhere in his past
there ' was something unrevenled
Which might serve as a clue, If not
an explanation, to the present. But
these doubts of him were always
tranaitory.
The twenty-first of September fell
that year on Monday. My office de-
manded my présence; but T arrdnged
Aaffairs sa well as possible by teld-
phone &nd devoted the entire day to
Cameron., When 1 told him I meant
to do this he protested, pretending
that he was quité without foreboding;

foot on the rug, even as he spoke, be
Hed his words, k

We spent:tho better part of the day
golfing over the Apawamis links ut
tween rounds, for us a specific for
of rare benefit. In the present in«
atance It more than folfilled my ex-
pectations. Cameron, apparently at
least, forgot everything sava his de-
sire to out-drive, out-approseh, and
out-put me. And when it ‘was over,
and ‘with sharpened appetitées we
drove back to Cragholt for dinner, he
appeared stimulated by a new-found

courage, |

The day bad passed without unte-
ward event, and I felt sure that my
friend was gradually coming around
to my way of thinking® Neither of
us mentioned the subject, but It must
have recurred to him, at intervals, as
it &id to me. And ns the hours went
by without & sign, the conviction
grew that Murphy, with hands tled,,

vas ‘over; p he was de-|
[ ook g e g

Mre. Lancaster, whom 1 have men-

d mepely: as Cameron's house-

koeper, but who wiis, fn addition, &
kinswoman and acted as a
sort of dusnne to Evelyn, dined with
us that evening, and our little partie
earres seamed t0 e more than uss
unily mérry, owlng doubtless to the
relaxation of the straln which both
Cameron and I bad been under for
i pant weelk. |
It gratified me to bee my host @0

‘while' the uficonsclous tapping of his| b

s tion.

|

|

| eogld not have occurred without he-
man agancy. It was our task to dis-
oover the mgent and ppnish him, This
was my line of argnment; but
through 1t all, Cameron sat unmoved
and unresponsive,

Apd then there came fo mé a
that unwelcome susplelon that
along he had been hiding something
from me: That he divined the cause
and the buréd of the persecution,
but for some reason of his own would
not divulge them. _

I rang for one of the footmen and
pit with hig back to the ’

=Imonths I suffered
from : and your Sanative
Wash re ‘me T am glad to tell
unyone what yotir medicines have dong
for me. You ciin use my testimenial |
any way you wish, anl' I will be g
to. pnswer. Jetters.”"— Mrs, CHRISTINA
Reep, 106 Mound St., Peoris, 1L

Mrs. Lynch Also Avolded
Operation.

Jessup, Pai—*“After the birth of my
fouirth child, I'had devere organie inflam.
mation. [would havesuch terrible paina
thnt it did not seem as thotigh 1 could
stund [t. This kept up for three long
months, until two doctors decided
an operation was needed.

“* Then one of my friends recommended
Lydis BE. Pinkham’s Vegetable Com-

und and after taking it for twa montha

was & well woman.""—Mra, JOSEPH A,
Lynca, Jessup, Pa.

Women who suffer from femgie illa
ghould try Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegeta-

le Compound; one of the most successs
ful remedies the world has ever known,
before submitting to a surgical operas

On {86 Jelf,"thé thTT ddor colifiedied
with Cameron's bedchamber, On the
right were two windows, giving upon
nn ontside balcony. Between them
wng & fire-place.

To the left of the bath room door
was the entrance to a huge closet,
guarded by @ Heavy curtain of old
rose velvet. To the right, was & sta-
tlonary wash-stind, and above it a
rectangular mirror, probably ten inch-
o8 wide and a foot long, and very
curlously framed. Across from this,
agningt thé wall whick' divided the
room from the passage, Was an enor-
mous chiffonler, or chest of drawers.
In the room's center was a round
table} on which rested e reading
lamp. Belweén the table and the
fire-place was o reclining chair. Oth-
er chairs, three or four, were various-
Iy placed. . _

‘T ha¥d given these fdcts ‘because
they are necebsiry to an {ntelllgent
Auderstanding of what 1 am about to
relate, That in furnishing and adotn-
ment the room was plainly utilitari
an i§ not no mateérial. But there I8
one exception to this genersl declura
tion which demands v be specified.
The mirror above the wasl.stand pos-
sessed a distinctlon quits aslde from
its praetical utllity. This wam by no
meank the Arst time I had seen it
Cameron had showed it to ms, with a
degree of pride, early In our ac
quaintance, explaining that 1t was at
onds & relio mid an heiricom. Origs
{pally the property of Nell Gwynne,
it had descended to him fhroug
thres or four generations of mate
ancentora

The gless waos framed in colored
beadwork, to which ‘wers attached
wix figares [ high relfef: at the top,
a minfatare porteait of Uharles IL in
bis state robes; ut the bottom,' one
of Nell herself, in court dress. The
king sppeared also on the right, fn
hunting costume, and an the left was
another tigure of his favorite fn lass
orpamental garb, to the
Jegend which accompanied this fn-
teresting  antique, it was Nell
Gwyune® own bandiwork,

‘It possessed for me' & cerlain fus-
cination due more to Its history than
its beauty, for'It was not the most
artistic of creations, and as Cineron
m about for his  Baudelnire; 1
wiooldl guzing ot fhe glawd and think
Ing of all 1T had ever
Jiterate; Bt akudy,
whoso sole ¢latm (8

ES

the UW“

_.
B

- m"ﬁﬁ'ﬁg to the passageway, mid

B | of which I Have quoted; he lifted his

had some brandy brought, and forced
Caméron to swallow a stiff drink of
it, In which I joined him. But even
this stimulunt had small effect upon
him. And when, finally, 1 refuctintly
bade him goodaight, I was over-
wholmed by the pathios of his condi-
tlon. So wrought and tortured, in-
deed, wils I, by the sad plcture of de-
throned courage which followed me
home, that sleep fled me and left me
wide-eyed until the dawn.

Tacing, dlagonally; actoss tle \

the Nell Gwynne mirrar. . My own
Wa$ on him as he read.

As ho d the varad, a portion

eyes, 1 thouglit to meet mine, but his
look rose over my head, and clung,
“Wwhile his lids widened; and Into every
lide of his face there came a rigid,
startled expression, half amazement,
half horror, And i that instant of

OT NARCOTIC. |

. —

Sgpe of Ol [ CUNTTLIETTRE

that|

tense gllence the “Fleurs du Mal”
slipped from Nis nerveléss' fingers,
ptruck the table édge, and dropped
with ufieemily écho to the floor,
In's bréath T was on my feer and
giaring where his vislon had focussed,
I bardy know what I expected to gee.
1 am sure nothing would have sul-
prised me. And yet I was scarcely
prepared for the inéxplicable ruin
which my slght enconntered. The
glnss of the Nell Gwynne mirror was
A atomb.
Cameron rose;, a littlé unsteadily 1
thought, dud coming around the table,
jolned me In closer inspection of bis
wrecked bheércditament. I ¢an find no
word adequate to the description of
what we experienced. Amazement
#nd @0 e synonymas are far too
feehla for the task. We were certaln-
ly more than appalled. What we saw
suggested to me spontancous disin.
tegration. If such a thing were pos
sible, which I belleve it Is mot, it
might have explained the condition of
the mirror. No other aseription
soemed admissible; for, though the
glags remeined in its frame not do
much a8 & splinter having been
dropped, it was fractured fito a
thodsand tiny pleces, resembling a
crysinl mosaile, incapable of any but
the most minute reflections, And the
change to this condition from & falr,
unmarred panel had been wrought

than hall expected. Culmmn was {11,
and his physfelad hiAd been sum-
moned from New York,

When™ reached Cragholt the doc-
tor bad come and gone, and =a
tralned ntree was n  attendance,
Evelyn, meeting me In the hall, cons
veyell this intelligence in a breath,
and then, laying hold upon me, a
slender heand upon each ceat sleeve,
her blg eyes pleading and anxious,
gha ran on:

“It 18 shock, Dr. Mnssey says, De-
ferred shock, he called it, He suys
Uncle Robert has suffered from some
sudden grief, fright, or other dread-
ful mental impresaton. s tenmpera-
turs {8 way below normal and his
pulse I8 a sort of rapld feeble flutter,
O, do tell me what you know about
ft. What shock has he had? You
were with him last evening. He wus
gay enough when yow and he went
from the music room. What hap-
pened afterward?"

Caressingly I rested my palms upon
her shoulders.

“My dear Iittle girl” T sald, sooth-
ingly. “I am sorry 1 can't gsatisty
your very natural curlosity.”

“But-it fsn't curiosity,” she correct-
ed, promptly. “It's interest.”

“Well, Interest then, I'm sorry, I
say. Something did happen; but to

wit'l_tout sound and seemingly without
human agency.

For just 8 moment Caméron stared
in Gumb awe, When he turned to me
he #ppeared suddenly to have aged.
His eyes wera lfistreless; and his
cheeks wore a gray pallor, :

"My God!" he murmured in a kind
of breathless whisper.

I would have givén @ great deal to
hava beon able to allay that terror of
the impalpable which was gripping

| tell you just what 1t was, and why it
| wis a ghock to him, I am not able.
| Not now, at least, Maybe, gome day,
| you'll know all about It."”

| There never was a more reasonable
| yoting person than Evelyn Grayson.
{ Most Rirls, I fancy, would have teased
and grown peevigh at belng denled.
But she seenyed to underatand,

“Do’° you want to see uncle?” she

asited me.
“1 don't Belleva It would be wise™

The tidings which came t0 me with
my coffes that morning were more
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him. Buf I was belpless. Shocked| I angwered. “Probably I, belng a
and astounded, mydelf, solnoe was not' reminder, might do him harm, Tell
at my command. More to esciApe the me how he seems? He lsn't uncon-
plteons appeal of his gllent gaxe than sclons?"”
in hope of making dlscovery, 1 turn-| “No. He answers questions. But
ed in haste to one of he long win- he nover says anything for Nimself
dows which opened on the outer bal| And, Phillp, he lo0ks 80 pinched and,
odny. Diawing back the eashes nnd old and pale! And his hands dre so
flinging (hem wide, I stepped outsida| cold, The nurse has taken away bis
and, lstening, over the ralling. lpil!nurs' and ralsed hig feet, and—
But the nighit was strangely still|it's gruesome, that’s the only word
There was no sound, even, of stirring| that deacribes it
leaves. A brooding hush seemed; "But he’ll soon be betier? The
gpread over all the cutdoor world— | doctor sald that, dido't he?”
that ominous silence which often pre| “Yes. He sald that”
eeden the breaking of a storm. 1| But the réaction which usually fol-
Jooked up to find the heavens lows shock was only partiadl in Cam-
wrapped in a pall of inky cloud. And eron's case, and for days his life wus
then, with o feeling of having fled In danger. Then followed a period of
from & lesser to a greatdr evil, T ree alow, general recovery.
turned to the JHghted room, and| As the month of October pro-
closed the window to shut out the, gressed I féared the llability to re-
‘Borror of the night. hnnm I knew, instinctively, with
Cameron was gtanding where 1 had|what dread sensstions he must be
left him. He looked woefully tired awriting the fourteenth of the month.
and haggard, ! He had been forbldden, of course, to
fu it!™ he cried, hoarsely, receive any mail, just a8 he had
“My , Clyde, explaln it!™ | been denled visitors; but T felt that
“I would to Heakveén I could,” waf |n an unceriainty that must of neces.
my, forlGrn reply. alty prove injurlous. And so I took
! Dy, Massey, In & measure, into my
| confdence, #ud gatned from him per-
| miselon to %8 Cameron for a hrief
“From Bight of Men Into Torment.”  moment
Seldom have I phssed & more mis| “He has baen naking for you,” the
erabld hour than that which followed physiclan informed me, “but T fun-
upon the seeming phenomenon I huve! cled it bettér to make no exceptions,
described, Cameron was mnervously| Now, however, T dée that you may be
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STREET CAR SCHEDULE IN EFFECT JUNE 30,1012
ZILLICOA AND RETURN 6:00, 6:15, 6:30 o m.
RIVERSIDE PARK 6:00 and every 15 min. untl 14 3 -’ 1
SOUTHSIDE AVENUE o cingooia P pr el o i o Y ‘l:;
DEPOT VIA 6:00 and every 16 minutes lltllﬂ:lﬁ
FRENOH BROAD AVE, »m. i
m.mon :;lil:"lp.ml;klﬂd every 16 m-_&?‘;ﬂ_
CHARLOTTE STREET 100 & o
TERMINUS :1230 p.z.thm gy . Is’,;.‘”l_"., g
. iy TICHN
PATTON AVENUE Pl ——
EAST STREET MR Ed o
| £:00 & m. end every $0 minttes &}

GRACE VIA MERRIMON §:00 #. m. Then every 16 Ve

10:30 p. mi. Then every 50 minutes £l
AVENUE 260 ”p_“‘m =i
s |
9116 . and the ory 16 T J
BILTMORE il 10:30 . m. Then svery ﬂ 4

il 11:00, Inst car.

LY "‘_’..-. '-.. E
6:45 and 0:00 & . and Every 90
min. till 11:00 p, m., last car, e

DEPOT & W ASHEVILLE
VIA SOUTHSIDE AVE.

Sunday schedule differs In the following part! adars: .

O leaves pquare for Manor at 6:00 a. m., return 6:18,

Cars leave Bquare for Depot vin. Bouthside Ave, 6:15, 6:80, 7:90, 7:88,
8:00 and $:30 a. m. Cars Jeave Square for Depot via French Broad Avey
6:16, 6:80, 6:45, 7:16, T:45 and 8:15,

Car for Depot leaves Square 5:45, poth Soutlside and French

First car leaves Bguare for Charlotte street at B4l

Firgt car leaves Bquare for Riveraide £:30, dext 5:48.

First car for West Asheville, leavas Bguare §:30.

With the above exceptions, Bunday schedulss commence st § & m
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in tatters and my own polss was
nomething more than (lireatensd. Tha
sight of a usually brave, strong, selfs
contalned person of satolldly phleg
matic tempe t trapstormed Inlo
4 relaxed, ' npprebensive
cranture in enough of [teelf to iry
mmdm with the most
' colla conditions, And
the collnteral conditions here wers)
ite the reverss, That which hod af-
2 Cameron had exerted an infho
a8 well, knowlng, ns 1

o4

& help instead of & hindrance.”

Desplte the more or less clrenm-
slantial reports as to his condition
and mppearance which had filtered to
méo from the sick room, through the
medhim of Hvelyn, Misa Collins, the
nurpe, und Dr. Massey and his ‘aeals-
tant, Dr. Thorne, 1 wis not altogeth.
¢ér prepared for the marked change
wihich Tesn than threp weeks had
wrodght In my friend. Ho wus peaked
and bloodiess and tired and old. And
hif voloa was litle more than s whis-
par.

He mads a brave effort to smile, as
I eame in, but it remulted In n sad
grimaelng faflire. 1 lifted one of his
‘thin, elimmy bands which Jay Inert
on the coverlid, but it gave me only

‘muun .
e it_{iwtn- :
[Re &1 e wns

continue sume as week days.

On evenlugs Wwhen entertalnments sre In progress at A
st trip on all lines will he from enterfalnment, lsaving
147 (ime add holdng over &t Auditoriu. ..
night train, 30 minutes before schedulo . ! announced

Car lexvos

— ___

; AIVE
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No. © Broevard and Lake
! TORAWAY « «sseis-11:30 nm,
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sonville .« soeeee 10 pam.
Wo. 11 Washington and
New York, Norfolk
.na mcw LE Al ’:“ "..
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