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By JAMES A. EDGERTON

" Bob's mother said that Santa would
if Bobby only would be good,

« Which is the way that mothers should

_ Reply to urchins small
Who write a note to Sarty Claus,
Expecting him to call. -

* When Santa Claus got Bobby's note,

He chuckled quite a lot;
Down at his typewriter he sat
And wrote an answer, saying that
He'd love to call and have & that,

He'd be there on the dot;
For somehow Bobby's little note

Had hit his tender spot.
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HEN Bobby wrote to Santa Claus,

I'know not why a typewniter
Was put to such a use.

To answer thus a social note

Would get 'most anybody's goat.

For rank, bad form it has my vote; |

"Twas socially obtuse;
But Santa is a busy man
Aand that was his excuse.

On Christmas Senta‘Claus dropped i,
Down through the chimney flue,

He told such tales of land and sea

That Bobby often murmured “Gee!”

And Bobby's sister laughed in glee— |

I'm sure that you would, toog

And if you'd write to Santa Claus,

Perhaps he'd call on you.
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thing to eat, and
it you are cold.
why, you and Top-
ey can ll¢ down
and let me cover

golng to look for
food" And be
marched off like

n mam, with his

hands In hispock:
ata,

“Topay,” s&1d

Nan. after he had

gone, “do yon

A know It 1s the

day before Christmas and we won't
get a alngle present tomorrow "

But ‘Topsy was not despondent
“What's de mattah wid Marse Santa
Claus?" she démanded. “Aln' he ¢om
in' to dls falan’? Dat's whut I ask.”

“Why, Topsy,” explained little Nan
patiently, **how could he? His rein-
dear couldn't cross the water.”

“Let him come In & boat, den. Dat's
whot I say. Let him come in a boat.”
sald Topsy Bercely.

“0h,” sald Nan, “but I am afrald he
ﬂtli '

Suddenly Topsy sat op and polnted
# skinny black fnger toward the sea.

“It's a boat."” she sald, “a Nrtle boat.
and it's coming bere”

Nearer and Dearer came the little
boat, #nd presently Topsy shrieked:
“It's Marse Santa Clans. Miss Naonie,
it's Marse Santa Ciaus, and he's com-
in' stealght to dla yer Blaw’, Didn't 1
tole yer? Dide't 1 tole yer he'd come?”

The man in the boat had a nice
white beard. Ee had on a red swenter
nnd wore a soft bat pulled well down
over his eam. As he climbed out of
the boat they saw thgt he was very
round and fat and had } jolly red face.

When be had pulled the boat up ont
of the water be leaued over and pleked
up a great bag and slung it over his
stonlder and came trotting up the
beach.

“It truly f3'8anta,” sald Nan breath-
lessly, “and Mo Is coming stralght to-
ward us. I am golng to run right
down and ‘weet him."

Away she dped. her golden curls fiy.
ing behind her, and when she reached
the old man she slipped ber Band into
his confidingly.

‘I'm awfully glad you eame, Banta,”
she sald  “We were so frightened and
lonely, and maybe you can tell us what
to do.”

The old mun stood still and stared at
ber. Then be chuekled.

“Well, welll" be said. “Where dld
you come from¥™

Just then Jack eanme vrunning down
the beach.

“It'a Banta Claus,” enlled Nan an
soon as he was within hearing.

But Jack was older than Topsy and
Nan, and he bad his doubts, *“Are you
really Santa Clnge?”’ be saked gravely.

The old man winksd, *“Dor’t 1 look
Hiks KMm?" he sald

“Yes," sald Jaclky *you do.”

"Aln't I got a pack on my back?" he
naked

“Yes," sald Jack, “but ft Jooks like
potatoes and not toys.”

Then the old man leansed down and
whispered In bls ears *Ihat's jes' whiyt
it is, but if thém
Iitle dears wanits

tothink I'm Sams
a) why, let ‘em
think ft, It won's
hurt anybody, wilt:
Ity ;

“No,” sald Jack,
“it won't."

“Well,  them,”
snld be out loud,
cided, we will
and have din
ner.” R

“Dinner? sald
Jack, In surprise
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There are s0 many cases of Cone
sumption reported where the detalls
show the disesse started with a cold
or o cough, that It s really surprising

thut people are mot more anxious to| R

immadiately. stop these apparently
minor proubles. Our advice is “stop
the cough or cold, I possibla, without
delay.” Otherwise more serions {rou-
bles are lkely to follow. If the medi-
cines you are now taking do not hring
relief try Eckman's Alterntive, as this
man did:
237 Dean Bt., Breoklyn, N. Y,

“Gentlemen: I am giving you below
n brief history of my case, which 1
trust you will use for the benefit of
thope suffering from any simiiar
troubles, I

About n year and a half ago 1 no-
ticed that my health was rapldly fall-
ing, until at the end of six months my
welght had fallen w0 129 pounds |1
was troubled with night sweats, u se-
vere cough and was very weak, huav-
Ing In fuct absolutely no  ambition
whatever, About this time I conmilted
n physician, who told me my longs
were affected. Not satisfied, I went Lo
pnother doctor, whe after examining
me sald that 1 was in the first stages
of consumption. At this point I atart-
ed to toke Echkman's Alterative. The
night sweuts stopped almost Immedi-
Tntely, my cough became looser and
gradually disappeared. My welght is
now 142 pounds and my physiclan has
prenounced me perfectly sound—
which, together with the fact that T
have besn accepled by two different
Insurances companles for Insurance,
mokes me sure of my entire recovery
by Fekmanks Alterative. 1 should
bé very glud to communieate with
any one who would be interested in
my case."

(Sworn affidavit) W. E. GRE.

Eckman's Alterative is effective in
Bronchitls, Asthma, Hay Fever;
Throat and Lung Troubles and in up-
bullding the system. Does not con-
tain polsons, oplates or hablt-forming
drugs. For sale by all leading drug-
gints, Ask for booklet telling of re-
coveries, and write to Eckman Labor-
atory, Phlladelphla, Pa,, for additional
evidence, (Ady.)

Proof Positive,
“Am 1 the first girl you ever kissed?”
“Supposing I sald ‘yes? "
“Never mind supposing. Am I
»Supposing | eaid ‘no? "
“There! 1 knew 1 wasn't."—Lippi8-
cott's,

Linseed.
Linsesdl Is the pearest approach to
milk in composltion of any natural veg-
etable foud.
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ASheville ... Yo peianmenes 59
AUSBAE .sc, v0p avre 62
AOEUOIE v s vrop savsens G4
Balthmore ... seveves .. B2
Blrmingham ... ... 04
BOBLOR o ovvcr seins nad] 48
Charleston ... ... a8
Charlotte ... ... vee 682
ChiCERO +v: 164 ot 40
Jacksonville ... . b 68
Knoxville . a0 b4
Mabila ... G4
Montgomery .. 2 fif
New Orleans ... . ‘ 66
New York ... «..ss TR 46
Oklahoma ... ...
Rolelgh ... .....
Bavannah ... ...
Wimington ... sovvvienss 2

Normal for this date: Temperature
37 precipitation .14 inch,

Forecasts untll 8 p. m. Wednesdny
for Asheville and vicinity: Local ralns
tonight or Wednesday.

For North Carolina: Local rains
tonight or Wednesday; warmer In enst
and central portions tonight; moder-
ate south winds
General Conditions (Past 24 Hours).

The storm that was over the north-
wost hne moved to the upper Missis-
sippl valley and has lncreased in In-
tensity, the barometar in northern
Wisconsin being below 2#0.40 inchos,
This storm has caused precipitation In
the pliins states, the Mississiplp val-
ley, the lake reglon and the Ohlo val-
ley, Raln has nlso ocourred in Texas,
tha Paclfic states and the plateau re-
gion. An arem of high preasure s
moving eastward over the Paelfie
states. Temperntures pre higher in
the lake reglon, the Ohlo valley and
the southeastern states. The Indiea-
tions point to local rains for this vi-
einity tonlght or Wednesday.

T. R TAYLOR, Obsarver.

U. S. Department of Agrjculture,
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" SDAY, DEC, 19, =
R Ida St Leon in “Finshing ®|the
Fanny." "
ERRRRRARRARRERRRERRR |

lds St Leon In “Finishing Fanny."
A genuine trest In dramatic offer-
Inga will be the appearance here on
next Thorsday evening at the Audito-
riom of little Yda Bt Leon, who for
the past three sessons has endeared| The prices are §0¢, Too and §1 with
herself to thealergoers throughout|the first nine rows at $1.56. Tiekets
the country by her charming interpre- {are now stlling at Whitlook's.
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MISS IDA ST. LEON IN “FINISHING FANNY,” AT THE AUDY
IXT THURSDAY EV ENING, DECEMBER 19,

AUDITORIUM

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10,
A. 8, Steln preaents the Talented

, IDA ST, LEON

! The youngest abd moxt facinating star on the Amarican mu

in
“FINISHING FANNY."”

By Lea Wlson Dodd.

Botter than “Pally of the Olrcus” In which she played to over
a million people.
Prices B0c, 76c and $1.00, Tirst nine rows $1.50, Ticket sales
Muesday morning at Whitlook's

' Carolina Commercial School

A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO YOU.
T0 ASHEVILLE PARENTS: Have youn éver regretted

s|that you had never been taught enough bookkeeping to take

care of your HOUSEHOLD ACCOUNTS? We will give to
every one purchasing a seholarship in our school before De-
cember 25th, a $50.00 seholarship for $25.00. After that date
we will chargze $50.00. Why not give your son or danghter a

scholarship for a Christmas gift. M
WE WANT YOUR STENOGRAPHIC WORK.

Onr prices are reasonable; satisfaetion  given.  Speeial

prices on regular work.

We are ready to assist any competent stenographer  or
bookkeeper to get a good position. References required. R
For further information see :
(MISS) PEARL HOLMAN,. .

301 Legal Building, City.

WEATHER BUREAU.

WILLIS L. MOORE, Chief.
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