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Everything you read here to-day you can see in fasci-

nating Pathe Motion Pictures at the Motion Picture

[heatres this week. Next Sunday another chapter of

*“The Exploits of Elaine’ and new Pathe reels.

: : i wh nrolled from one coll and wouwnd up
Synopsis of Previous Chapters. " Ar - autikted by oEkwosk Acrols
HE New Yerk police are mystified by a 0 0 0 s an ink line traced
series of murders of prominent men. |, sl O PN i, Bueh an 1 had seen In
The principal clue to the murderer s s 1 ¥ l= used I oficer, hotels,
the warning letter which is gent the victims s
signed with a “glutching hand,"”. The iatest et e 187 1 sl
victiin of the mysterious assassin is Taylcr oW Rinograpn” | of wtil] gaxing
Dodge, the insurance president. His daugh- ca i if ol P BATL Of the paper
ler, Elaine, employs Craig Kennedy, the fa- \ CYN| T WEIsLern pVer)
mous scientific detective, o try ta unraval Lhtwjs on t 1 1partmant We
lhe mystery. What Kennedy accomplizht " '

is told by his friend Jamenon, & newapapi
man. X ] ol
One of the criminalz steals into Elaing's | i Wi
reom at night. putas her under the infiuence
of the twiligh< sieep drug and forces
write a (etter dismissing Kennedy
trick fails. Kennedy learns of a daring roi
bery planned by the conspirators In an
offort to trap them. Elnine s captured and
sealed up ina tank where cdzath by drowins
Ing saems inavitable

CHAPTER 1V,

K N2 t y ’ y ou thit
hefora thm i 1 I. puawes ; i
eNiuB }

Ll th

mon i v . f

il 1 [ dig n
un tio w i ' ) L

¥ ° i
h
1 in t . ¥
1} # | . W L \,
o o ‘ ed E i 10 ifa
1 8 » L Wi
il e v r hat
\ r i a4 T
througt b gain, | L \
Jafe 6f 11 o%l cOnRLTC and il Wwar the telaphono, Ming numbe
rign—onn of thon Ik " AR I I xed
BiA! RES B0 i y - ' & heen mretis well dor
ain 18 o How mufe ainted A —— ' ha ' oweticn
N g It 1s o ool against explo \ ’ y I was wondaring 1f
plves, hut Healweat L L nl : innt Minn 1 L l—4 1 r—Just ¢
s proof agalnst ! Lt t
acAtY e O T 1 17T the iale-
from the old liails [ 0 ok i nhona Yeno, Toi all right, thiank
that will pravent its ~ eing Kennedy—and | put the pack 1
aven IE ABY Ond oul rii’ the ymbink- Into the &if
L I Ll L e W T sant
Thev stond Bators the wals & moment, asd you package, My Liodxe anfe
Kennedy sxi ned | ossly w 1 A A, and tha { . 1 i with
terent e—and » 14
" Wonderful! ¢ admired Yan I Hive an wondering ¢ s all
Y]l knew vaud s ove of r 1 J I fact, 1T was geing al)
much pleasad Sow | have somet E elra  n) I wnn a 1t I T ¢ \E
to show you I shall b over,” he annwersd linst
Blia paused 4t tha denk, and from a drawor Inpping the recelver Lack on Ita hon "Wal-
took out a porifolie of larg ntogrnp e’ e added, selzing hin hat and 1 omae
They were very handsome photographs of on—hure
herself . . . . . - . .
“Nuch nre wapdar than the nafe,” re- It could not have heen lomg after we left
marked Craig earnestly. T o Healtating nnd .. Todge, 18t In the aftern that Bunle
& trifle embarrasssd, lie added, "May l—ma¥ yoein who had Leen quite worried aover our
T have one™ long abmence nfter the sttempt te roh her

“1f vou care for It ahe mald, dropping her

her, dropped in on Elalne, Wide-eved, nhe
ayes, then gluncing up at him quickly

had lintened to Elaine's story of what had
"Olare for 1L ke repented, It will ba ona happened
of the grealest transures “And vou think this Clutehing Hand han
Bennntt, Aunt Joeejhine and yAell Wers .. er rac ed the Incriminating papora that
talking earnestly aa Elaine and Cralg re- 0.0 to murder yowr father™' aaked
turned Eumle

“Wall," sald Bennelt, glareing at hin watch
and rising as he turned to Elnine, “T'm sfrald
1 must go now.”

Me cronseld over 1o she mtopd and
rhoak hands. Theve was ne doubt that Ren.
nett was very much smitten by his falr
dhlent.

“Goodby, Mr. Bennett,” she murmured, “and

sl thank you so much for what you have dons
for ma to-day*

Bul thers waa something lifelons about the
words, Bhe turned quickiy Lo Cralg, whoe had
remalned standing,
| “Must you go, too, Mr
aaked, notbeing him powition,
" "I'm afrald Mr, Jamoeson and I munt get
Baok on the Job befors this Ulutching Hand

et busy again,” he replied reluctantly
"D, 1 hops you—wa get him woon!” she ex-
and thers was nothing Nreloss ahout
WAy sha gave Cralg her haod, as Bennatt,

and 1 1aft & moment likar,
Whan we approached our door, now, Cralg
aad. By pressing a little concealsd bution
L o8Msed & pansl In the wall outwide to
oaing 1“““- box-llke plate in
A

"Nao
you the new safs I've bought
thinkm it wonderful.”

At Lhat very moment, If they had knawn 11,
the Clutehing Hand, with hils siniatar, manked
face, wan peering st tha two girls from the
other side of the portieres,

Busie rose 1o go and Blalne followed her
to the door. No sooter had she gona Lhan the
Clutehing Hand cama ont from bahind the
curiaine Hle gased aboul & momant, (hen,
maving aver to the safe about =hich the twe
wirla nud bean taMing, stanlthily examinad it

Me munt have heard pome one coming, for,
with & gesture of hats at the mafs itsslf, an
though ke personified 1L, be alippel back of
the rurtaine agaln.

Binine had roturned, and as she sat down
At the derk to go over some papers which
Bennntt had left relative to setiling up the
antale, the masked Intruder stealthily wnd
sllantly withdrew,

“A package for yow, Mise Dodge,” announes
ol Michas! later in the evening, ar Eluine,
in her Aninty evening wown, was still sn-
Exged In going over the papern. He carried

Elnine shook hor haad Let ma show

Mr. Konnedy

where

Kennedy ™ ahe

" It In Kis hands rather gingerly.
URMTWAS ABout & fool long and perhaps four  “Mr, Kennedy sont it, ma'sm  Heo ways It
b mum;ﬂmdm_mmelnuMvulrwplauntnu

The Famous Scientific Detective of Fiction

the new msafe for him

Hlalne took the package sagerly and exam-
ned it Then she pulled open the littla round
door of the globular safe
must be getting cold owt, Michael,” she
remuaried This package Ik us cold as loa"

It is, ma'man,” answered Michael, defaren-
tlally, with a sidelong glince that 4l1d not
provent his watching her Intently.

Rie closod the safe, and with a glance at
her wateh, set the time lock and went up-
stalra to her robm.

No sooner had

Elaine Adisappearsd than
Mlchael appearsd aguin, cat-like, through the
curtains from the drawing-room, and, after
a glance about the dimly lighted library, dis-
covered that the const was clanr, motionad to
o figure hiding beldnd the portisres,

and Clutching Hand himself

A moment
wne out

Lad=ten’" eautioned Michael

Eonie one was Joming, and they haatlly
alunk Yehind 1 protesting portieres, It
wans Marle, Elalne’s niald

*he 1 el up the lghts and went over

for which Hialne hAid

£ paused and appeared
Then she went to the door.

she backoned.

he replied.

18, but as he ca..e up ths

hall led him to the centre of the room.

ent I heard sighs and gronns!"
Jennings, Usten,” she persisted.
nds, welrd, uncanny, He gazed about

Then he took a few

for a hook

It was eerle.

pe toward the safe Marle put out her
4 to It and started back
Why. that safe Is all covered with cold
=W eal she eried with bated hreath
Sure enoush, the face of the =nfe was bead-
pd with dampness. Jennings put hi= hand on

ckly direw it away, leaving o mark

Wh-=whinat do you think of It™ he gasped.

=10 oo that=—gr—nothing has hap-

What

% the matter, Maria?' asked Elaine,
1 hier book You look na if you

but, mademoinslle—It ean Just llka

that The ife—If mademoiselle will comae
wostnlra, 1 wil] show it you"

Pugzled, but Interested, Elainae followesd
or In the Itbrary Jennlnga pointed mutely
.t new sufe Elaine approached 1t An
] stood about, vew beads of perspirntion,

Ware, rmed on it Flalne touched (It
thd alsd quickly wl rew her haud

in‘t imagine whot's the matter,” ahe

t—well—Jennings, »ou mnay go—and

en tha mervants had gonk ghe stil) re
gurded the safe with the same wondering
I th inrning out she light, she fol-

wed —

Elam ad meareely Alsappenred when, from

JEiEE dorway near by, the Clutching
Ha auneared and, alfter garing out at
thet, took & quick look at the safe

ond

he mutterad.

Nolsaleast Michael of the »inister face
moved in and took & position In the eentre
of the room, an If on guard, while' Clutchiug

Hond aat before the safe watohing 1t in.
tenthy
me one at the door—Jennings In arswer-
r ' Michnel whispersd hoarsaly,
- it!" muttared Clutching Hand,
as  Poth moved again belind the heavy
ViTis
- L] L] . L . .
I'm #0 gind te see you, Mr. Kennady*

aine unaffectedly as Jennings ad-

Shnm '

i heard the

downatalrs as

hell
wa enterod.
toward the library and some
the gty

and was coming
Wa three moved
ne awitched an
LY
cold
Uralg's
louded with thought as he examined it
more closaly, There wis & actuslly a groan-
Ing sound from within

Wa atood looking at the safe. Kennedy
was deeply interasted, Elsine standing closs
baslde him. ©Guddenly he seomed to make up
his mind,

‘Yulvk—Elalne!" he oried, taking har arm.
"Stand back '™

We all retreated. The safe door, prwerful
ne it was, had actually begun to warp and
tend. The platesn ware buiging: A moment
Iater, with a loud report and concussion the
door blow off.

Uralg strode over to the safe The
swaeatl on It had now turned to leicion

face c

A blast of cold wir and fiakes ke snow
flaw out. Papers wers scatlered on every
ajde.

We stood gazing, aghast, & second, then
ran forward Kennedy quiakly saamined the
mafe. He bent down and from the wreek
took up a package, now coversd with white.

An nuickly he Aropped IL

“That s the paogage that was sent)” cried
Einlna,

Taking it in a table cover, he lald It gn the
table and opened It Inside was l’&\l‘llr
shapad fask, open st the top, bufl like a
vaouum bottle,

“A Dawar tank!™ afaculated Craje

“What s (1™ aaked Elaine, appealing te
him,

“Tdauld alrl” he anawersd. “As |t svapos
rated, the terrifie pressure of expauding alr
in the safe Incressed until it blew out Lhe

door.

and Clutching
genernl confusion,
disappeared, folled.

“Whero dld thls package come from?™
asked Kennedy of Jennings suapliciously,

Jennipes looked blank.

“Why," put in Elaine, *Michael brought It
to me.”

“Get Michael,” ordered Kennedy.

“Yos, sir,” nodded Jennings.

A moment later he returned. “I found him
going upstairs,” reported Jenningse, leading
Michael In,

“Where dld yon get this package?’ ahot
plit Kennedy.

“It was left at the door, sir, by a boy, sl

Question after guestion could not shaks
that wsimple, stolid sentence Kennedy
frowned,

“You may go," he sald finally, as If resery-
ing something for Michasl later,

A sudden exclamution followed from Elalne
as Michae]l passed down the hall again. She
had moved over to the desk, during the ques-
tioning, and wia leaning agalnst it

Inadvertently she had touched an envelope.
1t wnn adilressed, “Crajg Kennedy."

Crulg tore lto pen, Elalhe bending anxlous-
Iy over his shoulder, frightened.

We road

A B HAVE INTERFERED FOR THE
LAST TIME. IT 18 THE END.*

Henedth It stood the fearsomo slgn of the
Clutching Hand! v

Hand walted. Then, in the
Clutehing Hand slowly

It wnas the lato forenoon, when, after a hur-
rled trlp down te the office, 1 rejoined Ken-
nedy pt his sclantific workshop,

Wao walked down the strest when a big
limousine shot past. Kennedy stopped in the
middle of & remark. He had recognised the
car, with & sort of Instinet,

At the same moment I saw a amiling face
at the window of ‘the ecar. It was Elalne
Dodgge :

Kennedy, hat off, was at the window In a
moment, Thers were Aunt Josephira and
Busie Martin, also.

“Whers are You boye golng? asked Hlalne,
with Interest, then added with - galety that
L conpealed her real anxlety, "I'm 8o elad to

sep Vou—io ses that—er—nothing has hap-
pened from the dreadful Ciutehing Hind

UWhy, we are Just golng up te our rooms,”
replicd Kennedy.
“Can't we drive you around?

That {s what caused the cold sweating
and the groans.”

We watchied him, startled.

On the other side of tha portieres Michaasl

hall just & Bit while I enter? asked Cralg.

“Be dareful” cautioned Elaine,

Hs unlocked the door, standing off to one
side. Then he extended his hand across the
doorway, Still nothing bhappened. Thera
Was not a mound! He looked cautiously into
the room. Apparently theres was nothing

It hnd been about the middle of the morn-
Ing that nn express wagon had pulled up
sharply befors our apartment,

"“Mr. Kennedy live here?" nskad one of tha
expressmen, descending with h's helper and
approaching our janitor, Jenr Jensen, a typl-
cal Sweds, who waa coming up out of the
basement.

Jens growled a surly;, “Yos—but Mr. Ken-
nady, he bane out.”

“Too bad—we've got this Inrge caninet ho
ordered from Grand Rapids, We can't cart
It around all day. Can't you let us in 20 we
oan leave it?"

Jensen muttered.
all righe"

They took the cabinet off the wagon and
carried It upstaire. Jensen opened our door,
still grumbling, and they pluced the hoavy
cabinet In the lising room.,

Boarcely hmd the sound of thelr footfalls
died away in the outside hallway when the
door of ths cabinet slowly opened and a
masked face protruded, gazing about the
oo,

It was the Clutching Hand!

From the cabinet he took a large packaga
wrapped In newspapers. As he held it, look-
ing keenly about, his eve rested on Elaine's
pleture, A moment he looked at It, then
qulckly at the fireplace opposite.

An jden seemed to oocur to him, He took
the package to the Areplace, removed tho
scereen and luld the package over the and-
frons with one end polnting out inte tho
room.

Next he took from the cablnet a enuple of
storage batterles and a coll of wire. Deftly
and qulckly he fixed them on the package,

Having completed fixing the batteries and
wires, Clutehing Hand ran the wires along
the moulding on the wall overhead from the
fireplace untll hs was directly gver Elaine's
pleture, Skilfully he muanaged to fAx the
Wires, using them In plance of the pleturs
wires to support the framed pHotograph.
Then he carefully moved the photograph until
It hung very noticeably askew on the wall

The Inst wire jolned, he looked about the
room, then nolsely moved to the window and
riaised the shade

Quickly he ralsed his hind and brought the

"Wall—1 guees It bene

was tha Clutehing Hand
. . . . . . . .

Cralg gazed Into our livisg room ¢autiously.

“I ean't spa anything wrong” he sald to
mo ns 1 stood just beside him. "Misgs Dodgae”
he added, “will you and tThe rest exouss me
If 1 ask you to walt just o moment longer?™

Elalne watehed him, fascinated. He crossed
the roam, then went Into ench of our other
rooma, Appatrently nothing was wrong and a
minute Inter ho renppenred at the doorway.

Tlaine, Aunt Jomephine and Busle Martin
entered. Craig placed chalrs for them, but
atiil 1 could pee that he was uneasy. From
time to time, while they were admiring one of
our trensures after another, he glinced
ubout susploiously. Finally he moved over to
n closet and flung the door open, ready for
nnything. No one was in the closet and he
closed it hastily.

“What i3 tha troubls, do you think?" asked
Elaine wonderingly, notielng his manner.

“I—TI can't just saoy! answered Uralg, try-
Ing to appear onsy

At Inst her eve wandered across the
room. She caught sight of her own plcture,
occupying a place of honor—hut hanging
ushew,

She had taken a atep or two acroms the
room to stralghten the ploture,

“Misa Dodge!” nlmost shouted Kennedy, als
face falrly blanched. *Stop!™

Sha turned, her stunning eyes filled with
amazement nt lls suddenness. Nevertholass
she moved gulekly to one sideé, as he waved
his nrms, unable to speak qulekly enough.

EKennedy stood quite still, gazing at tha plo-
ture, askew, with susplelon.

“That wasn't that way when we left, was
I, Walter? he anked,

“I'm afrald T shall have to nak you to step
into this back room,” mald Cralg at length to
the ladles “I'm sorrv—hbut we ean't ba too
careful with this Intruder, whoever he wan'

They rose, surprised, but, as he continued
to urge them, they moved inte my room.

Elalne, however, stopped at the door.

For a moment Kennedy appeared to be con-
sldering. Then hiz eye fell on a fishing rod
that stood In a corner. He took it and moved
toward the pleture

Carefully Kennedy reached out with the

pole and stralghtened the pleture.

As he did so there was a flash, a loud, deaf-
ening report, and o great puff of smoke from
the fAreplace.

The fAirs screen was rlddled and overturned
A charge of buckshot shattered the precious
photograph of Elaine.

Kennedy explains how the safe was forced open by the evaporation of liquid air.

We rlimbed In and
off,
nedy

& moment Ialer ware

The ride was only tos short for Ken-
We stepped out In front of our apart-

ment and atood chatting for A moment

“fome day 1 want to ahow you the labora-
tory,” Cralg wns sanylng.

“It ma st be ne — Interenting!” sxciaimed
Elaine enthusiastionlly. “Think of all the
bad men you musat have caught'™

“I have quite & collection of sfuff hers at
our rooma” remarked Cralg, "almest a mu-
sewm. Etlll)" he ventured, "1 can't promise
that the place s In order,” he laughed

Elaine hesltated "Would you ke to see
1tT she whesllsd af Aunt Jgssphine

Aunt Jusaphire nodded acgulescence, and a
moment later wa all entered the bullding

“Touw—you pre very careful since that jast
warning:” arked Elaine as we approached
our doar

"Mora than ever—now,” replied Cralg, *I1
have made ¥ my mind to win."”

Ehe premed to cateh at the worde an though
they had & hldden meaning, looking Arst at
him and then away, not displeased,

Kennady had ataried to unlock the door,
whatt Ja o opped short

“Hee,” he sald, "this Ie & pracaution I have
just Instalied, 1 almost forgot In the exells-
ment.”

He piremsed o panel and disclosed the bex.
ke npperntus ’

“Thin v my kinograph, whith sl me
whether { have had ahy vieltors in my Wb
#enca.  of the pen traces a straight line, It i
all riget; but if—<hello—Waller, the lins is
wavy,’

Wa sxohanged & signifioant glance

“Wonld you mind—ar—stapding down the

Angers alowly together. It was the slgn.

Of In the alley Lha express driver and his
helper were still gasing up through the opera
glnnn

Quickly they jumped into the wagon aud
avay It rattled.

Jennen was smoking placldly as the wagen
pulled up the sssond tima

"Sorry,” sald the driver mheapiahly, “but
wa delivered the cabinet to the wrong Mr.
Konnedy "

He pulled out the Inevitable book to prove
it

“Wall, you hane fina falers,” growlsd Jon-
#on, pufling like & furnsce In his fary, “You
CANMOL §O LUp ARALe"”

"We'll get fired for the mltluko;“ pleaded
tha helper.

“Tust 1l onee,” urged the® drivar, as he
rattied some Jooss changs In his poeket
‘Here — thare goes & whols day's tips"

e handed Jone a dollar in amall change

Bl grumpy, but mollified by the milver,
Jenn lot them go up and opansd the door to
alir rooms agaln.  There stood the cabinet,
As outwardly innocent ns when It oame In

Lagging and L pring, they managsd to get
the heavy pleve of furnlture out and down-
slalra panin, Joadlag I on the wagon, Then
they drave off with i, secompanied by a
parting volley from Jensen,

In an untrequented atrost, psrhaps half a
mile away, the wagon stoppel. With & kean
Kianes around, the driver and his halpar
inade sure that no one was about

“Such & shaking up as you've given me!”
wrowisd & volca as ihe cabinet door epened
“But I've got him this time

Wa had dropped fiat on the floor at ths re-
port. 1 looked mbout. Kennedy was un-
harmed and wo wers Lhe rest.

With a bound he was at the fireplace, fol-
lowed by Elalne and the rest of us  There,
In what remained of a package done up
foughly In newspapst, was a shotgun with
ita barrel sawed off about sl Inohes from
ihe loek, fastensd to a hlock of waood, and
cronnecied to & series of aprings on the trig-
ger, releaned by & litle electromagnetio ar-
rangement astuated by two batterlen and
lending by wires up along the moulding
the pletures whers the slightest touch would
rorplets the elrcult. -

A startiod ery from Elaine caused us to
turn.

Bhe was standing directly hefors her shat-
tered pleturs whare It hung awry on the wall
The heavy churge of buckshot had knooked
Away large pletes of paper and plaster under
1w

"Cralg " shs gasped,

e wan at her side In & tetend,

Ehe Inid one hand on his arm, as ahs faced
him.  With the othar ahe traced an Imaginary
lite In the alr from the level of the buckshot
to his hend and then stealght t@ the luternal
thing that had laln In the Areplace.

“And to think,” shs abuddered, “that It was
through me that he tried to kill you!™

"Never mind,” laughed Cralg sasily, as they
Eased into each other's ayes, drawn logether
by their muluel peril. “Clutehing Mand will
have 1o be glaverar than this to get elther of
us—Elalne!™

(To Be Ogntinued), “

—— -




