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FIRE. MYSTERY

Steamer Sygna Back
- to Port.

(AIGINATED IN HOLD
CONTAINING STEEL

Will Be Partly Unloaded in Ef-
fort to Determine Whether

Blaze Was Incendiary
Going to Russia.
—_—

New York, Jan. 22.—Mystery sur-
rounds the fire which foreed the Nor-
weglan steamer Sygna to put back
to port today after she had salled
yegterday for Archangel carrying a
large cargo conalgned to the Russian
government.

The officers and crew of the steam-
er sald that so far as they knew no
explosion preceded the fire but they
were unable to offer an explanation
ps to how It origingted in a hold
which they sald contained only struc-
turnl ateel and railroad material.

When asked if there was any evi-
dence indicating that the fire was in-
pendiary, the officers said, "It is too
goon to make an investigation,” and
declined to comment on the unusual
features of the blaze. 7

Members of the crew who ecovered
the hatch of the fore hold yestérddy
sald that there wers no Indications
of fire when the ship salled and it
wny early yesterday evening before
pne of the men saw smoke escaping
from around the hold, The cover was
hurriedly take noff and while no
flames were seon, a great quantity of
smoke eame from the hold.

The steamer will ba docked, partly
thlonded And thumuchﬂs;f ’3:“3"1

termine _oause of e,
‘m".‘.‘%‘m.mm chett-of strwe.
tuarl stesl was sald to have been In
the hottom of the fore hold, while on
top of that materlal was a large
amount of rallrond supplies, chiefly
stesl car parts to be assembled In
Russin, It could not be learned wheth-
er the stoamer had any munitions
ahonrd,

The fire on the Sygna Is the latest
of n long serles of fires and explo-
wions which have ocourreddon ships
shortly aftér they had left this and

GAUSE OF SHIP

PLOT SEROLS

cans in Mexico in Con-
vention Assembled.
—_—
AGREEMENT REACHED
SEVERAL WEEES AGO
iy
Oomplete Details Just Learned
—Washington Looks to Car-
rangsa Government to Pre.
‘vent Scheme's Execution,

-—E-—-

Washington, Jan. 22,—Revelation
that Mexican bandit leaders had In
conventlon assembled decreed death
to Americans Iin Mexlco ag well as
armed opposition to the de facto gov-
ernment, was the outstanding feature
in the Mexiecan situation today.

It became known that the agree-
ment had been reached at a formal
convention near Cordoba, Mexico, ac-
cording to information which came to
the state department at that time.
The participants In the agreement, it

is sald, Inclunded representatives of
Franciseo Villa, Zapnta and other
leaders.

The murder of the Amenican min-
ing men nenr Santn Ysabel recently is
believed to have heen carried out pur-
suant to the Cordoba agreement.

Administration officlals are-looking
to the Carranzs, authorities, who have
been fully Informcd of the develop-
ments, to prevent the carrying out of
the threat angainst Americans. They
are believed to have the situstion
fairly well in hand now, although the
rehel leaders are still conducting op-
crations,

Meager reports of the gathering
tame to the state department long
ago but they weore not made publie,
and until lpst night fow  people
Washington knew that there wes a
general conspiracy against Americans,
or even that the various robei factions
in the fleld in Mexlco had e¢ffected any
kind of an agrecment for concerted

ment,

Officlals think the long perlod elaps-
ed after the Cordoba meeting before
the murders because of the tme re-
auired by the various delegates to
make reports to thelr commanders,
and the fact that néews of the cpnven-

other ports carrying munitions “"ﬂ,tim;'n deidsion had to be carried to

supplles for the allies, In numercus
ecnven It was found that the fires were
cnused by Incendlary bomba or fuses,

PRESIDENT ON YACKT
PREPARING  ADIRESSES

Going Down Potomac With
Mrs. Wilson on Two Days’

Trip on Mayflower,

e

Washington, Jan. 22 —President
and Mrs. Wilson, were aboard the
preidentinl yacht Mayflower todny,
going down the Potomae to Chesn-
peake bay on a trip which will occu~
py two days, taken to enable the
president to prepare In seclusion the
address he Is to make In New York
on January 27 at the Rallway Busi-
ness association's banquet, and to
make tentative drafis of  other
rpooches on  national  preparedness
which he in to deliver on his westarn
trip,

President Wilson oarried with him
n mass of date from th: navy and
war departments which he will ues
in dletating his addresses to his sten.

e

subordinate milltary commanders by
courior. Cordoba s on the rallrosd
between Vera Cruzx and Mexico City,
and some one thousand miles from
Santa Ysabel

MEXICIN TRAIN BLOWN
UP. TWENTY-THREE DI

Outrage Supposed to Have
Been Perpetrated by Fol-
lowers of Zapata.

e =T

Bl Paso, Jan. 22 —Twenty-three
persons were killed near Fuebla =e-
cently when a passenger train was
blown up supposedly by Zapata ad-
herents, according to A. J. Trumbo,
wealthy mins owner of the state of
Oaxacs, Mex., who artived here yes-
terday.

reparted. Trumbo suld the traln was
immediately aheand of one which he

1waa traveling from Mexico Clty.

“Several volleys were fired into our
train,” sald Trumbo,

With Trumboe and his wife was L
. Tanner of Mexico, who I8 conv¥a-
lescing, from n bullet wound infliet-
ed, he sald, by a military officer
when Tanner resinted nsulting refer-
enoey to the United Stntes

Trumbn reported typhua fever ram-
pant thronghout southern and een-
tral Mexico.

The party had only dry tortiilas to
eat during the journey and at every
stap offloesrs demanded money.

. Trumbo'n uory_nr the blowing up
of a lp-anm tr:.!n near Puebla
th 28 casunities is the first intima~

., 4

(G EBEL ASHEVLLES B T
HONDREDS OF L

This ia the first day of Ashevilla
Trade Week and the blg co-operative
fare-refunding sale inaugurated by
The Gazette-News opened this morn-
ing with more than forty of Ashe-
ville's leadihg stores and business
men co-operating.

Although the day has been none
too pleasant on account of the raln
ind mud encountered by a great
many of the out-of-town l
the business houses have had a very
satisfactory opening for the first day
of the big sale, and the prospects for
n week of unprecedented sales for
each store
bright and encouraging,
large number of
shoppers ars in
atreets and in the stores and judglog
from the number of inquiries recely-
ed In The Gazette-News office, next
week will be a busy one for everyone
promoting and participating
sale. The Gazette-News has from day
to day carrled
formation in détafl for the benefit of
the thousands of shoppers within the
trading zone of Asheville.

Hecavse of the limited space on tha
first page of the Specinl Bargain ly-
su€ of lust Thursday, the names of
several towns within the trading zone
of Asheville had to be omitted, but
It ghould be understood that all fares
or thelr eguivalent will be refunded
during the big trade week providing
the towns are within
zone of Asheville in accordance with

EEAATARTART RATT T RRE T RN

BANDIT ROBS, KILLS
AND THEN ESCAPES

Bandit Makes Most Daring
Robbery of Years in Chicago
—Woman With Him,

| Chilengo, dum- 88 —A bandlt, ac
companied hy & woman,
robbed the tourist agency of Thomas
A, Cook & Son of §000, wounded the

cashler, Kl le ; .
netlvities against the de facto govern- b killed & policomsan .and ‘e

According to the police the deed
was the most darlng of years in this
It wias accomplished on one of
the bugiest sirects of the down-town
dlstriot at an hour when the thor-
oughfare wns congested with automo-
biles and workers on thelr way home.
The woman did not participate In the
actunl robbery.
eab at the Great Northern hotel and
John McCabe responded. The woman
instructed nim to
Jackson gireet, the Conk ofMees, There
she walted without alighting.

Meanwhile the robber had entered
the offices. The cashier,
Walsh, attempted to reach a revolver,
but was shot and painfully Injured
nnd backed into a vault with four
other employes.

B. A. Johnson, n traflic polliceman,
wis pttracted to the scene, but found
that the bandit had locked the door
after entering.
to force an entrance when the robber
suddenly threw it open and fired
bullet into the officer's heart,

The robbe~ scattered the throng on
the sidewalk and leaped townrd the
taxicaly, Polnting his weapon towuird
the robber ordered him to
drive away, but MeCabe jumped. The
bandit hesitated a second and then
sped ap an alley.
lowed., The gased for o momoent at
the face of the dead policeman, and,
aceording to witnesses, seemed about
Only one passenger mirvived, it was!y, faint, but recoversd
peared in the crowd.

MecCabe wan interviewed at hoad-
quarters and allowed to return to
work. The police were satisfied of his

The crowd attracted by the tragedy
blocked all traftic on State and Jack-
won streots for somo tlme
tempted to plrsue the bandit, but soon

shoppers,

partielpating  are  vary

out-of-town
evidence on ‘the

in this

Instructions and In-

the trading

a special computation to be seen at
The Gazette-News office,

Tha cal echemes have been
thoroughly worked out and carefully
studied by those who will have charge
of the refunding of fares and just as
soon A8 & refund slip s presented to
the dﬂam charge at The Gazotte-
Newn office the cash fure will be
handed out.

Refund weelk Is a bilg advertisement
for Ashevills and for this reazoa
Asheville: merchants have jolped
heartily in promoting it. While it may
be sald that in one way no merchant
expeots to reap & rich harvest in this
sale everyone of them cxpects to at-
tract new customers who, by reason
of courtesus treatment and honest
values at low prices, will become reg-
ulnr patrons. In short, these mer-
chants are deallng in  futures; by
making satlsfled customers they ox-
pect to build up a trade for years to
come and establish flrmly in the
minds of people that Asheville is the
best place to trade.

Where to Get Bargnins,

Here ls & st of the stored where
hargnins will be found and wheras
fares will be refunded, Cut it out and
gsend it to your relatives and friends
residing outside of Asheville, It will
give them some iden of the magni-
tude of this sale and whgt it win
mean to them:

Bon Marche,

MoGraw Dry Goods Co,

M. V. Moore and Co,

—_—

yesterday

Zhe ordered a taxl-

drive to 15 East

Ernest l.

Johnson was trying

The woman fol-

and  disup-

A fow ul-

STHTE BEFSES T OF
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INTIA NOW
\ISTRIAN E0A

One Invading Army Marching
Toward Important Port With
Resumption of Monte-
TS itn% om_ m A

—

Toheran, Tersin, Jan. 22.—(Via
London)—Russlan eolumns operating
in Persin have occupied Bultanabad,
one hundred and Afty miles south-
west of Teheran and gbout an equal
distance northwest of Ishpahan, Tha
garrison and the German consul hava
fled to Houroudjir, fifty miles weat
of Sultanabad,

—

Newspaper dispatches from Vienna
report that active operations have
been resumed by the Austrians
against the Montenegring, One Ausz-
trian army is sald to be marching
toward Antlvari, while other forces
are reported to be within fiftsen
miles of Scutar), Albania.

Little further light iz thrown on
the sltuation In Fréece where the
éntents powers ara spald by German
reports to ue applying further ooer-
cive measure

OFFGERS OROEAED T
(EEP 00T OF QAL

Commanders of Troops in
Strike Zone Are Given
Specific Instructions.

——

Washington, Jan. 22, —~Federa] army
officers commanding troops where
wirikes or riots have occurred are
warned by Instructions announced to-
day at tho war department against
participating in questions of a politi-
cal character or the equity of disputed
imies betwoeen the parties to the con-
Lroversy,

In announcing the pollcy tha de-
partment indicated & reply to the
eritiolem raised bty labor orgunizations
and oMelnls against the conduct and
mamgement of soldiers who are doing
duty in riot und sirike pones,

order, however, does not apply
to regular army ofMesrs holding com-
mimtlons In the organised militin, thoy
gulded by stite laws and regula-
18 on the subject,

OF-TOWN SHOPPERS HER

The Racket Store,

Nichols Shoe Co,

Green Bros

Ottis Green Hardware Ca,
Brown Book Co,

Pack Square Book Co. g

*  Asheville Power and Idght ¢

Coopers, “On the Squnre.”
Giohe Sample Co, RS
Hills Market. A L
4. L. Smathers - ' s
L X. L. Depr

Asheville Pmy  _.nd Glass Co.
Dunham's Music Homse,

Teague and Oates.

H. L, Pinkelsteln Loan Office,
Willinms-Huffman Musie Co.
Smith-Brung Clothing Co.

Prown Havdware Co.

Gem (lothing Co.

Susquebhanna Furnitnre Co, ™
Asheville Furniture Co, ST
Falk's Music House, .l
Allison Drug Store. i
Star Market,

The Call Co,

Asheville Package Co.
Carolina Paint & Varnish Ca.
J. M. Hearn & Co.

J. M. MceCanless.

The Fnir.

Carolina Paint and Varnlsh Co.
Pledmont Fleetrie Co.

J. H. Law.

Smith's Drug Store.

Hood's Millinery,

Crystal Cafe System,

The Battery Park Bank,
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WLLANS TILIG
" WORE OF USUR

Tells Committee Some Banks
Have Charged as High as
200 Percent.

T adrctte-News  Birean,
Riggs Building,
Washington, Jan, 22,

John Skelton Willlams, eomptroller
of the currenoy, told the house com-
mittee on rules In urging legixlation
glving the department of justloe au-
thority to procesd nageinst banks
charging usurlons rates of Interest
that some banks have charged re-
cently as high ng 00 per cent on loans
and declared he Is consldering sulng
Lty eancel the charters of the worst
offenders, Asked what authority the
compiroller now has to correct the
usury situation, Mr, Willinms said:
“*The only thing my office can do Is &
bring sult for the cancellation of the
bank's charter. This Is a drastic
method but T do not mind telling you
I am consldering such action against
cortaln banks, The only other means
of reaching the usurious loan Is
through the borrower—and he doos
not dare to bring sult because he Is
a fraid ho will be put upon the black-
st

“What law do you recommend?”
asked Congressman Howard, in sup-
port of whose resolution for n cons
gressional Inoulry into usurious prae-
tices the comptroller appeared

“The present law might be sufficient
If the department of justice iz wiven
authority to proceed agninst a bank
charging more than the legal rate”
sald the comptroller,

“I had thought of requiring national
banks to print at the head of their
regular reports a statement of the
loans mada at vsuricus rates. If such
a system of pitiless publicity failed to
bring resuits, legislation doubtiess
would bring them."

Mr, Williams suggested  hat “priso,
sentences” for bankers violating the
usury laws deter excessive Interest
mtes, but sald he understood only
three states had such & law,

Without naming the banks, Mr.
Willlams furmished the committes
with & partial llst of national banking
Institutions which have been lending
money at 12 to 264 per cent and
above, A bank In Georgla, he sald,
had charged n maximum of 32 per
cont; another In that state had $10,-
000 loaned at more than 24 per cent:
an Oklahoma bank had $34,000 loahed
at 24 par cent, and several Texas
banks had made loana at above 34 per
eent,

e added that on some small lonns
that hundred, thousand and even two
thousand per cent hmd beon eharged.
Usurfous rates, he said, were prova.
lent In the southwest and south more
than in othor soctions.

Congrearrman Howard asked the
comptrollor to supply the committes’
with additional Information, and Mr.
Wilitams sald his olfice ls now colleot-

HEBEL SMALL ¢
JIANDING PAT

Insurgent at Soldiers’ Home
Scouts Idea That He Will
Leave Because Authorities

Think He WillL

HEADS OF HOME URGE
VETERAN TO RETIRE

Daughters of the Confederacy,
However, Will Do All in
Their Power Against Re-

tention of Lineberry.

—

(By W, T. Bost),

Raleigh, Jan. 22.—~Insurgent C. W,
Small of the Soldlers’ home has an-
nounced that he will not budge as the
result of Thursday's meeting of the
directors of the homeé and that he
will take his $60 and go south is a
great mistake.

Chairman A. H. Boyden disagrees
with him about that and certainly 4o
Auditor Willilam Penn Wood, whoss
Quaker blood ig not g0 non-combative
as the name implies, and Superin-
tendent Lineberry, both of whom
confess themselves weary of the lusty
kicker,

“Me go? Hell no' Caplain Small
suid vesterday afternoon, How he is
to stuy with a superintendent agninst
him, with a great array of comrades
opposing him; with Chairman Boy-
den, the real boss, urging him to re-
tire gracefully and Auditor Wood,
the pavmaster and defender of Cap-
tain Lineherry, the eagerest of all,
how he ean stand upon the order of

s going, does not appear. Hut Cap-

tain 8mall says he wlill stay,

Today the Daughters of the Con-
federacy rending the announcement
in the papers that Captadn Lineberry
{s to remain the aective hend of the
ingtitution arose in protest, called a
meeting to be held within a day or
two at which time they will war with
all their power aguinst Captain Line-
berry's retention, and will call upon
the chapters all oyver North Carollaa
to protest the longer superintendency
of the present head.

The bouncing of 0Old Man Small
does not appear to be worrying the
Iyughtors, It is generally thought in
Raleigh that it was an unwise thing
to do in the face of the fearful re-
port against the Soldlers’ home that
hud been prepared by persons em-
ployed by tho state to Investigate. It
|8 true that Superintendent Lineberry
and My, Bmall cannot get along and
thnt Mr, Small’s threats of murder
on grand senle out there have been
disagreeable rather than dangerous.
But the conduet of the one-armed
Insurgent Is regarded as entirely seo-
ondary and to have had no effect up-
on the genernl dissatisfaction as ex-
pressed in the reports of Mra. Price
and My, Webb,

Source of Daoghiers Protest.

The source of the daughters’ pro-
test in thelr declared inability to Jdo
for the old soldlers what they should
have. “¥or years the Daughtera of
the Confederacy have not been golng
put to the home because they ware
unwilling to be offended by Captain
Lineberry., Miss Martha Haywaod, one
of the most prominent of them has,
twice declared to your corréspondent
“My chapter has not had an oppor-
tunity to do much In several wvears.
Wo were not willlng to go out there
and be offended by the superintend-
ent who showed that he did not want
us there,

“Bat while our chapter ahasented
iteelf I told the moembers that [ did
not Intend to allow any Inelvility to
keep me away., I want to be just to
Captain  Lineherry and say that  he
has not trented me rudely. T cannot
my that the trestment has been par-
tigularly cordial but he has not been
offensive ."

‘While the auditor's office was Je-
pying the firat story carried in the
Raleigh corrospondeonce and declar-
ing that this opposition all comos
from the #mall econtingent, the
Anughters warn expressing  indlgma-
tion and tho reporis of Mra. Price and
Alex Webb wers in the making The
auditor 18 standing by Mr. Lineberry,
Pot Governor Cralg had reference to
the charges of the daughters when
he declared that he had heard of of.
fonsivenest to the ladien

Newspaper men have interpretol
the nction of the home management
to moean the retention of Captain
Ldneberry and also the early demc-
tion and final displacement of that
officlal. This correspondent having
starind the trouble in simpls chron.
foling, read the result to mean & now
rastron, an infuslon of new blood n-

Thelte It, n gradunl change Lo a hospital

withk & young man, perhaps n physi-
elan in charge. It appears that wiy
now, but this correspondent prophe.

and and ful-

POLICY, HE SAYS

Henry Wise Wood Before Na-
tional Security League At-
tacks Administration for
Lack of Definite Code.

NATION-WIDE REACTION
IN OPINION PREDICTED

Geo. Von L. Meyer Points Out

Defects in Navy Depart-
ment; System of Direo- /
tion Wrong, He Says, °,

——_— ."-!'\

Washington, Jan. 22.—A letter om)
military conditions by Elihu Root,
former secretary of stats, and an ad-
dresa endorsing the gdministration’s'
continental army plan by Henry L.
Stimson, former gsecretary of war,
featured the program of tlie clasing
session today of the Natlonal Securi-
ty Leagoe congress. The congress will
close tonight with a banquet at which
HSenator Lodge and Former Attorney
General Wickersham will be the prin-
cipal speakers,

TUnqualified endorsement of the ad-
ministration’s continental army plan
was given by Mr., Stimson, who de-
clared himself to be in favor of com-
pulsory universal military training as
the true solution of the defense prob-
lem and sald that he regarded Secre-
tary Garrison's plan as a sound Ini-
tial step.,

If congress s not ready wyet to
sanctlon the movement for such
training, the measures which it en-
acts should be thoss which so far as
they go are In accord wit hthe great
fundamental duty and which as time

leadd most naturally to the establlish-
ment of such a system, Mr. Stimson
stated,

Washington, Jan. 22.—Attacks on
the administration's forelgn policy
foatured 'the addresses of speakers
yesterday before the National Security
league. Henry Wise Wood of New
York, declared that the United States
has no forelgn polley at the moment.
Mr. Wood sald It was to be doubted
whether at this moment we will en-
force by armed intervention such of
our domestic policles as are fntmicml
to the interests of foreign nations.

"To discuss a naval policy at this
time for the Unlted Statea seems a
mere academic occupation” said Mr.
Wood, were it not for certiin indica-
tion that we are abhout to exporience a
nation wide reactior. of public opinion
which eannot fall to crystalize into a
national spirit, finding expression in a
definite code of pollolea for dealing
with our foreign affalrs in order to
sustain which the United States, 1f
need be, would declare war'

Mr., Wood eaild that the TUnited
States should formulate a naval pollicy
which could bear tha full bhrunt if
neceasary of o cotlition of powers, Ha
ndvocated n naval policy which would
maintain at all times in the Atlantis a
force superior to that of Japan, to
protect the Panuma canal against
capture or destruction by land or sea
or from injury by alr,

George Von L. Meyer, former soc-
retary of the navy declared that tha
“fundumental defect In the navy de-
partment Is that {t has no brain, no
competent milltary organization
charged with the preparation of the
fleet for war and with {ts condition In
wir and In consequence the navy is
belng bullt and administered on W
peace basis and 18 not belng effectively
repared for war service,

“In this respect it differs from that
of the ndmiralties of all other naviea
whose energien are all directed by &
thoroughly tralned and educnted mili-
tury stafr,

“leading officers of the navy have
for yoar advocated continuously the
Iimportance. of organization, but oone-
gross has always refused to grant (8"

Mr. Von L. Meyer urged the forti-
floation of the Tanama cansl nnd ade
ditfonal protection of It by naval de=

ent of o National
counoll of dofense, oigantmmilon of &
naval reserve of over 25,000 men nnd
the creation of n naval gencenl staf.
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