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TEUTON ATTGK
5 MINMZED

Paris Advices Olaim That Ger-
man Operations in West Are
In Reality Only Local
Aotions.

S—

DECLARED GAINS ARE
WITHOUT SIGNIFICANCE

————

French Could Easily Under-
take Actions But Results
Would Not Be Worth
Price,

Interest in the active operations in
the Hurppean war continued today to
venter in the fighting on the western
front, where the Germans regently
have driven heavily at the 1rt-nch
lines in s#veral sectors, notably the
Artols and Champagne distriots with
wiccess al various polnts.

It 18 announced gemi-oMeially (rom
Puris that despite the
gront netlvity, the German attacks
are In reallty only loeal actlons with-
oul goins of significance. 1t is de-
clared that the French could easily
indertnke similar movements but re-
(fpin pecause the results would not
be worth the price.

(German pews dispatches
great damage to the French fortifica-
tions at Belfort in the recent shelling
by the long runge German guns.

Vollowing the visit yesterday to
Milan the Austrlun airmen arve sald
to have attaeked Monza, 10 miles to
the northeast, one person being killed
dnd five injured Ly the bombe drop-
ped. The alr craft that appeared
over Brescla were driven off by anti-
air eraft gune

Heavy fighting in German Eusi
Afriea between the German troops
and the Belglan forces who are in-
vading the colony Is reported. Both
nides miffered heavy losses and the
results wo for seem inconcluslve.

report

The' sittings of the Hritish Pﬂf’“ﬂ' L e e e e L L e L e A -

ment were resumed foday with the
iriling of the king's speech hy the
lord high chancellor, the king not at-
tepuding heenuse hik medienl advisers
helieved he should not do so.
Premior Asquith's review of the
war situation la awaited, with much

seemingly |

AID NAVY

That He Is to Be Deposed

| Gazette-News Bureau
| The Riges Building
| Washington, Feh, 13,

wns to be deposed as majority ieader
nnd that his position in not favoring
soveral of the administration's meps-
ures now hefore the house, might be
changed, Mnajority Leader Claude
Kitchin stated that there was not a
word of truth in either statement,
He declared that he would neither
support the naval program of four
hattleships nor the five year hulldiug
program.

Mr. Kiteliin pointedd to the fact|
| that he was one of the lirst members
of the house to announce that he
would oppose the continental army
plun, The peaple of the entire ecoun-
[try refused to support this plan after
they had learned what it meant to the
teountry, The president then decided
to drop It, e belpves there will be
many wha will be agninst the four
battleships and the five year bullding
program when they hecome as well
Informed on this phase of the “pre-
paredness program” as they now ara
on the continental army plan recent-|
Iy thrown into the discard.

New York papers yesterday and
Runday plaved the romor that Kiteh-
in wins to bo deposed us leader to the
extreme limit. The New York ‘Vnrhll
carried a viclous cartoon in Its fssioe |
yesterdny ridiculing the North Cara-|
It ndllnrl.nl!

Inlan ns a leader and
was divected at Mr.  Kiteliin,  The
World editorial in par{ snye:

positlon peremplorily. It is within the
power of Mr., Kitehin to end It honar-
ablg and agreeably by surrendering
his claims to leadership, Which shall
it be?

“The Democratic party killed pri-
mogeniture and entall early In its ca-
reer. No member of that organization
will profit by reasserting the princi-
ple, and the party will being diaas-
ter upon the country and upon It-
self, it the duty belng foreed gpon
it doer not remove the ohstruction
from Its path and proceed to execute
the people's will,*

Mr. Kitchin yesterday
tpave the Gazette-Newr cocorrespond-
ent an Interview In which he stated
his position now and for the future.

afternnon

KITCHIN WILL NOT
PROGRAM

House Leader Declares There Is No Truth in Reports That
He Will Support Naval Program or Five-Year Plan; or | Republicans Smile Satisfaction

When asked anbout reports that hel

"It iy withing the power of the|pers who dislike his attitude on pro-
congressional majority to end this im- | paredness,

\OIT 0F STATE
00KS GOES ON

as Floor Leader. at Progress of Investigation
“There is not a word of truth in' of Aocounts of State

the statement that there is a move-

ment on foot, to depose me as majori-| Treasurer Lacy.

ty leader. I have been on the floor of|
the house all day today and not & ®in- |
gle member has intimated such a
thing. I am, not the least bit embar-
rasgsed about reports that such n
movement has been started. | was one
of the first 1o oppose the continental|
agmy plan, I am not golng to vote for|
the naval program as now proposed,
nor would 1 Jla\'e voted for the con-
tinental army program, 1 am gpposed
to four battleships and the [lve year
program. T will never vote for elther
one."

The statement issued by Speaker
Champ Clark Sunday nlght denoune-
ing the report that Kitehin would be)
forced out as leader and carrled in
this correspondence yesterday morn-
Ing, wing read into the record of the
house yvesterday upon the request of
Spenker Clark himself and was greot.

ed with loud applauge by members d o TR 3 <
O Hoik il des’ of - t5a) SRR expected thelr exocutive committe ‘|'

Carefdl inquiry yesterday fulled to|0rder for a state audit of the books|
find a single member who had heard In order to furnish convention reso-|
even an intimation that there was lutions and pre-primary conversation|
o movement on foot to depose Mr, lare uniable to téll when their experts|
Kitchin ns leuder of the house, AMr|will get statements ready for
Kitehin i elected by the majority|printer but smile =atisfledly at  the
cilucus in the sime way that Speakoer | progress of another audit now golng
Clark is elected. Both could be de-{on,

moted from thelr present high places These republicans remembering the
of honor if the house desired, but|sharp controversy over the 1915 audit
ft would be a very hard matter to|which brought Alex Weablh and George
accomplish this end. And at present| Montecastle intg sharp  issue  with
na one desires Mro Kitehin dethron-| State Treasurer Lacy, took no chinees |
ed exvept a fow New York newspa-|on a similar digpite and made ready
to have o checking up of thelr awn,
They quickly talsed 31,000 for that

EXPECTED TO EMPLOY
REPORT IN CAMPAIGN
Party Furnished $1,000 For
Auditing of Books; Another |
$1,000 In Bight For Pur.
pose, It Is Said.

(By W. T. Dost).,
Raleigh, Feb. 1i.—Iepublicans wha

The whele controversy seems Lo
have started over the effort of a few
friends of Mr. Kitchin tp have a com-
promise arranged over the nationnl
defense program. All of these gentle-
men, are friends of Kitchin and men
whn belleve as Mr, Kitchin does that
the admi nigtration’'s program s en-

21,000 in a short while
time andlitors  have again  started
through the state's hooks and are in
the midst of that inquiry. Wheraver
they eame fram, the republicans
seem o be satisfled with them and
it Is quite probable that the $2.000

;nr un Informal nature but it
Intention of the sponsors of the con-

Methodists Consider;ug

Church Union *roblems

Ny
A
-~

Leaders of Northern and Southr ~ Churches Hold Confer-
ence at Evanston, Ill., Seeking Basis for Union of Two

Organizations—Represent
of About 8,000,000.

Chilcago, Feh. 15 —Tre
of six branches of the
BEpiscopal churches, which are seek-
ing n basls for unlon, are to be dis-
oussed at the three days' conferencoe
which opened ut Evonston today.
Bishops, superintendents and leading
laymen wera in attendunce and they
ware sald to represent churches with
a membership of approximately §,.
060,000 people,

Moal of the digcussion was to he
is the

problems

ference 1o collect the proceedings in
book form for reference,

e e L N T Y

Churches With Membership

The entire question of chureh unity

Methodist |18 10 come hefore the next general |

conference of the northern church at
Suratogn Springs. N. Y., next May.
The Fvanaton discussions will em-
hrace church government, property
interests, doctrines and the home and
forelgm mission work of the varfous
| organizations,

And those who nre listed ns speak-
erds are:
| Bishop E. . Hoss, of Nashviile,
Tenn.; Colling Deny, of Richmond,
Va.: and James Cannon, general sup-
erintendent of the Southern assemhly
|of Wavnesville, N, O,
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Convention May Oppose

W hitman's Leadership|s. .o i e i

Probable Effects” 1o an audlence that

New York, Feb, 165, —The Important
of the republican state  convention
whoe are assembling for the opening
of the convention hers tonight is
whether Governor Charles S. Whitman
would lead the delegation from this
stite to the republican national con-
vention,

That Governor Whitman will  he
designited as one of the four delegutes
at larfe was concedod, The governor
has announced his expectation of lead-

purpose and it iy sald had another|ing the New York stute delegation, but
flnee thit|in advance of the apinion of the pon-
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tirely too top-heavy for the needs of
the country,

Cinude Kitchin s popular and his
persoinl followine far exceeds that
of any other man who has occupled
the poaltion of majority lendar. Bomae
of his friends belleve that he should
be willing to compromise on the pres-

or more to hnve been used may he
employed In different channels,
may not he noeded,

The convention 18 weon to be Here,
just a trifle more than two weeks i,
and It will doubtless resolve ns to
what {s best for it in the wny of get-
ting the stute’s health, as reflected in

1|

London, Teh. 15 —The British
crudger Arathusy struck w mine off the
enst const of England, according to

Ident's program but they have not

its mecounts, before the people. Toe
thought of the ldea of even suggest-

muoltitudinous  wudite  have

He said:

Investigating

interest, The discussion that will fol- |

low I8 expected to cover a wide range,

Letters of Cardinnl  Mercler, the
Archbishop of Malines and  other
menihers of the Belgian Catholie
eplscopnte addressed to the cardinals
and  bilshops of the central emplres
and appealing In the name of thelr
sommon religlon for truth and Justice
Lo the olergy and faithful of Belgium,
nre to be answersd In a collective
stotement by the cardinals and bish-

[Nominee For Supreme Court Bench Is Accused of Unethical

1| Conduct by Representatives of United Shoe Machinery

|

| Company With Which He
' Counsel and Director.

ing a movement toc depnse him ns

quite &
leader of the house, l

the departments have been quoted ns|
confident thut the people will nnr‘

stand for these expenditures which
| they think are useless

“Don't use my name,” sald one of
|tlm prominent democrats to your cor-

Charges

rogpondent, discussing the nudit nnwi

| business, It I8 costing thousanda of |
dollurs and s desighed especially o)
woaken ecertiin enndidates. The peos
ple are not going to put up money
long for that sort of business."”
A Hepublican View, !
And a prominent republican took |
Just the opposite view, each promis-|
ing to give his name when this cor-
respondent was chased Into a hole|

Was Formerly Associated as

thas

n stutement by the British officlul

wreck, About ten lives were lnost,

The Arcthusa wns o light crulser
with a dispiacement of 3,600 tons and
wis 410 feet long, The vessel was
bufit tn 1813-14. Bhe was armed with
two t-inch guns fore and aft and six
4-inoh gung on brondslde. 8he was al
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GEORGETOWN RECORDS
VERY SEVERE QUAKES

and asked for a show down, |
“The suggestion last week :Lasted Over an Hou - —Ap.

————

yvention theer g said to e a difference

the | question In the minds of the delegates | of opinion among the lenders nsg to

| Wwhether he should be accorded this
honor,

The convenllon was called to meet
in Carnegles hall at § o'clock tonight.
Eithu Root i to call the convention
to order as temporary chalrman and
to dellver a spesch outlining the 18-
sues of the coming campalgn.  After
the choosing of the committees it |
#x pected the conventlon will adjourn
until tomorrow, when Senator Wads-
worth will be elected permanent chalr-
man,

e R e e )

Ten Lost When British
Cruiser Strikes Mine

do tubes,
Pariy, FPeb, 14 —Reports of <he
logs of tho French crulser Amiral

|Charner, which was reported to Bave

cause] | press bureai. It Is feared, the state-| beon sunk by a submarine while pa-

HE WAS INTRODUCED
BY THOMAS SETTLE

Speaker Declared In Favor of

Preparedness and Paid Glow-

ing Tribute to America—
Leaves This Afternoon,

Brought here by the Asheville board
of trade, ex-Senator Theodore B, Bur-

filled the Auditorium, and but for this
cold weather It s believed that people
would have been turned awny, severa!
automobile parties from hearby towns
were cancelled when the drop In the
thernometer wus registered,
The andience that heard Mr, Rurton
wig representative of all interests and
partios in the city and county, and
many lndies were In the agdience wha
listened with the closest attention to
tho address by My, Burton, Intreduc-
ed In a most pleasing manner by
Thomas Settle, Mr. Burton went di-
rectly Into his prepured address, after
briey referving 1o Asheville and the
remurkable growth the ¢y had ex-
perionced since his teip here in 1890,
Masterful Addreess,

Senator Burton's address was one

of the most musterful and interesting

mnay years and the attentlon given

longed applause ¢ the conclusion t-
it was recoived by the audience,
Following a rest at Grove Park Inn
vesterday, having arrived in the morn-
ing on the Carolina Special, Senntor
Burton and his friend 1. G. Flayd of
Cleveland, attended a publie reception

Int of friction, Members -|f|nmni adds, that the vessel ls a totsl trolling the Byrian coast, wersa eon-

Nrmed today. Acoording to informa-
|tlon recelved by the French minis-
try of marine a raft bearing one 1ive

inkg sallor and the bodies of fourteen |

|af s compunions was picked up off
the oonst of Syrin. The rescued man

snld that the cruiser had been sunk |

. . |
in progress, “but the psople are get-|
Aga"‘st L. D- Brande,SElilm lltigllis' tired of this nudlnn;:!nm eauipped with four 21-inch torpe-|been no time to lnunch the life-boats, |

on Febritary § and that there had

. A L. LIMITED TRAIN
WAEGKED; ONE KILLED

Crashes into Rear of Freight

aps of Germany and Austria, accorni- |

Ing to Rome ndvices recelved In Pariy. | ‘Washington, Feb, 15—The Investl-

Dave Wright, herole engineer,
interesied in covering up anythin

in regard to the charge of unethienl

was

The whole western fighting front
In the scene of heavy engugements,
AL some points the blg guns have
been roaring lncessuntly for days; the
Infantry have heen engaged In hand-
toshand strugeles; grenade fighting
and mining operations have played a
yrominent part in the battles, while
wirmen huve fought each other above
the lines and have becn cannonoded
from below by antl-aircraft guns,

The Germans followed up their re-
sont success In Champagne by the
aapture of an additional half mile of
Prench tronches around Tahure in

that distriot and thelr artillery bom- |

bardments in the neighborhood of

Massiges and Navarin have heen an-l

swored in kind by the Frenoh.

To the north of Boissons, around
Terny and along the River Alsne, the
Germans startod an infagtry attack,
but the French put it down with their
wuna and rifles.

To the south of the Somme, the
Germana endeavored to surround out-
post trenches but desisted, under
heavy fire of the French.

In Upper Alwoe the Germans tnrn-
od thelr runs on trenches the
French had re-nptured from them,
but the Freneh during the night had
ovactated them and the shelling did
no other damage than to shutter the

lgntion of President Wilson's nomina-
iton of Louls D. Brandeian for the
lSupreme court bench was resumed
today by the senate judiciary sub-
| committee. Representatives of the
| 1inited Shoe Machinery compiany with
which Mr. Branels was formerly asso-
| cinted, appearcd as witnesaes,

The ecommission sought testimohy

(LS 0 L

Two

l

Natches, Miss, Fob, 15 —Two
trenks occurred early today In the
Misissippl rlver leves at Limerick
piantation, sbout 26 miles above St
Joseph, La, and six miles from New-
¢lton on the Louislana wide, accord-

More Breaks Occur
In Mississippi Levees

conduet on the part of Mr. Brandels
in his relations with the United Bhoe
Machinery company, to the effect that
after he had served ns attorney and
director of the company he with-
drew and later acted as counsel for a
group of manpfacturers In a sult
against the company as an unlaowfy!
trust.
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Ing to reports recelved here. 1t wan
stated that large volumes of water
are rushing through the breaks and
that It would flood Texas, (! din,

{that might need Investiguting and
{wus writing to Pou or Simmons ‘o
|stop It {8 in my judgment thoroughly |
dlgereditable to the porty ana |
don't belleve n word of It," this re-
publican wsaid

‘1 know sgomethlng of the train-
rien's brotherhoods. They belleve n
thie Investigations and engage in
them. if an engineer gets drunk snd
the company s willing to rétain him,
ay & rtule they are not, And I don't

out the stntement that he was using
the Influence of Lthe labur organlza-|
tions to oppose an Investigition Inmt
the agnirs of any department. He wan
too filne a fellow to do any partisan |
triok. " |

Whether or not the leaders have
been warned to stop this Investigat-
ing, It goes merrlly on and when the
audit gommittes reports soon it e

Franklin and Catshoula, and possibly
Madluon parishes In Loulslana,

expected to furnigh just as much ex-
cltement as It did last year.

Dr, T. M. Jordan, who 18 medical
inwpact in the Alamance county

GOVERNMENT ON THE
T TRL OF JIPANESE

‘ministration of Secretary Danisls, On

come of the search for the Japanems,

At the time the book disnppeared
a Japanese and a Fllipino wore em.
ployed an stewards on the destroyer,
After the loss heonme known the iwo
disappeared. The naval authoritios
have called in the wid of the depart-
ment of justice.

Possessiion of the code would give
any natlon possesalon It the inner.
most secrets of the clpher used by the
American navy In time of biattle, The

A new code, It Is understood,
Thin in the second big theft of an
Ameriean navy secret during the ad.

the day that Prealdent Wilson was in.

schools, reporting to the state board
of health the resnlta of his recent in-
spootions, finds that 36 per oent of
the children are hindered In thair
school progress by one or more de-
fouts.

Dr. Jordan visited &6 wchools ile
found 4,124 children at wohool and
of thal number 2,650 had defects of
pome churacter. These may or may
not later beecome serious but they

t 71 por cant of the eoroll-
mont., Of the 2,000 defectives 1,400
nre so seriouply affected as to hinder
thelr work In school.

Dr. Jordan gave lectures with lan-
tern slldes to 51 wchools. Te had .-
760 present, In his report he declares
that he found n woeful lnok of sani.
tary conditions in the various schools
except the Grabam graded schooln
Alamance county In glving prizea for

think It fair 10 Dave Wright to n-.-u‘l"

¢l proximately 4,500 or 4,600

Miles Away.
Washington, Fob. 10.—Very suverd

sarthquakes were roported this moyn.
ing on the selsmogranhs of George-
town university here, They Insted for

more thon an hour, The heaviest
shoock relorded wus betwoen 7:01 amnd
7:03 o'clock, an sppravimately wos

between 4500 and 4000 miles  from
Washington, The records of the dis-
turbanee shovwed that 1L hegan at §:50
n, m. ond continued until  after X
o'vlock, The directlon of the move-
ment wns east and wesi,

Director Tontor! of the observiatory
snld that the vecnrds Indicated n very
heavy quake, whicth if It ocourred
on land would be heard fromn, Fre-

Lquently such earthgtnkes are of sub.

terranen norigin and are confihed to
the ocean’s bottom,

NICARAGUAN TREATY DID
NOT COME 0 VOTE TODN

Chairman Stone Baid He Did
Not Want to Risk Vote
With Many Absent,

e

Washington, Feb., 14.—The senale | the eourt will conform substantially  station, or

did not conslder the Nicaraguan troaty
today. Chalrman Hlons of the senale
forelgn reiations committes explained
that be did not want to risk & vote
on the ratilleatioh of the treaty while
w0 many senntors were absent.

"1 do not want to oall up the Nleou-

Train; Negro Fireman
Dead; Two Hurt,

1talelgh, Feb, 15, —<Ope man was
killed and two othors were puinfully
but not sgeriously Injured early today
when the Reaboard Alr Line's Flori-
din Hmited, northbound train crashed
|t the rear of a (velght train ot
1!>'I'mlklihtun_ 20 miles north of here
None of the passengers was injured,

Jim Helloway, the negro fireman,
Plost Nis e and M., J, Wells, engi-
Ineer of the limited, and Frank Btoo-
|wall, road foreman of engines, both
:nf Ralelgh are reported to have hean
scalded and hrolsed
The engine and three cars of the

Nmited traln were deralled and ges-
ernl ears of the frelght tradn wee
demolished

Baltway officials have begnn an in-
vestigation to determine the cause of
the wreok.

—_—l— .

INQUIRY COMFLETED
IN CASE OF THE E.2

Washington, Feb, 15, —Cuptain
Bullard, president of the court of in-
quiry which Ipvestigated the explo-
slon aAbosrd the submarine E-2 in the
New York Navy yard In which five
men were killed and nine were In-
Hiured, has reported to Seeratury Dan-
1Inln that the court han completsd ita
work and will soon repert.

Officlals belleve the conclusionn of

With thowe of the special board of
Inguiry which held that the scoldent
was caused by bhaltery trouble,
WILLARD-MORAN BOUT
MAY BE POSTPONED
h
d'bleago, Fel 1l Whether the
Willard-Moran fight set for March

Willard has been trom. A

“TAfrion

wivon at the Asheville elub from 4 to 3
r1‘r-|m-:. vesterday wlterncon, during
I\l\'hll‘h the Ohloans met hundreds of

Ashevilie's leuding cltixens of both po-
itheal parties. Mr. Burton and Mr,
Floyd weore luncheon giosts vesterday
of Dr. and Mrs. ©. 1, Cotton of this
city, Mr, Floyd being Mrs, Cotton's
brother,

Aftor several telps made over the
city loday In automobiles, My, Burton
Flovi will lenve this after-
noon for Greensboro, where My, Bur-

|

ton delivers  an  address  tomorrow
night before the chamber of ocom-
meroce,
The Address.
Senator Burton spoke In part as
follows

“Conjecture and not eonfidopt pre-
diction s appropriste in forecusting
results after the present frighttul
|struggle, It s, however, Nting thut
occupled not merely
with neeounts of victories und defeats
or the latest movement on the diplo.
matie checkerbonrd, but should also
[take Into mecount wll probabls and
| posxible conditions which may arise
and prepuare ourselves as well as wve
may for future vears. A war of titanies
| proportions is holding In its deathlike
grosp nearly one-half the inhabitants
of the gloabe; the theater of netion in-
cludes nearly all of Burope and very
| considerable portions of Asla  and
We surel, have only a falnt
jcomprohension of the Importance of
|thim unprecedentod contost of the

|
twarld-wide chunges which will rohe
magnitode

|we should be

|alnlt follow 1, yel s
|*tagrers our comprehonsion, A oare-
ful estimate hax given the number
of wsoldiers snguged under the flagd
(of the different nutions st more than
thirty milllons; in comparison, oM
fown civil war, which was ecertalnly
{long and bloody, sitks it not into ine'
(Mgnificance, at  Jeast nto &  very
tminar positlon, for at po time wara

there thres milllon men under arme. u

{The lows of wealth for the first y#ur
i"' the war to July 11, 1916, has been
Innmputﬂl At $46.000.000,000, and the
[number of those killed or malmed at
|five to twelve millions, 1

in the fateful doys of August
[the warkd's civilleation was e
the most rapid progress; the ""”;"J
luumhn«wnq-mul
(enjoyed higher standards of Mwing,
|greater deogres of comfort and
tond possewsod & bhroader
|man e m:.ﬂ:“ml!m‘l“ of W
W e
ing more considerats recognit
an evidence of this, i
moent was ghtaining
nitlon averywhere, Almost
thon in Hurope felt the
(touch of the moevement for
leral part of the pot
nffpirs of nment, Nof

in New York will' be ed will moverslgn
: e postponed

4
“In the beglnning of this “ !

HUNDREDS HER
. TE BTN

Ohioan Made Strong Address

at Auditorium Last Night,

Under Auspices of Board
of Trade.

that bas boen henrd In Asheyille in
throughout the speech and the pro-

tusted Lo ihe Jeen interest with whish) -
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