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CONFERENCE T0
DISPOSE OF THE

Count Von Bernstorff Presents
Latest German Revision of
Agreement to Secre-
tary of State.

— ——

ONE MINOR CHANGE
IN U. S. SUGGESTION

Germany Understood to Have
Accepted Proposals of U, 8.

in Regard to Change in
Wording of Note.

—_—

Washington, Feb. 16,—Count
von Bernstorff, the German
ambassador today presented to
Seeretary of State Lansing the
latest draft of the Lusitania
agreement, embodying the
changes in wording suggested
by the American government
and also one change suggested
Iy the Berlin government.

The indications are that the
agreement in its present form
will probably be acceptable to
the [United States.

Germany Is understood to have
agreed to the suggestion of the United
Sintes that she substitute the words
“recognizes labllity” for the words
“axsumes ligbility” in the tentative
drnft of the communichition designed
to soetl the Lusitanin case. The re-
vised draft was recelved here late
lust night from Berlin. '

Roveral other changes dosired by
the United Btates and described as
Lelng of minor Importance also are
siuld to huve been made., In one In-
stance, however, Germany Is under-
stood to have proposed a change In
the languige suggested by the Ameri-
‘an governtant,

From hign diplomatie authority
caima the stafement that it was ex-
pected the Lusitania case would be
finally sottled to the satisfaction of
the United States and Germany ot
the conference today between Seore-
tary Lansing and Count von Bern-
storft. .

Ameriean ofMolals already have said
the two governments were “substan-
tinlly In aceord.” The ambassador In
understood to be prepared to make
the tentative ecommunieation a for-
mal note setting forth the Instructing
which have heen given him by the
Berlin forelgn ofee.

It was also stated that the one
modifeation made in Berlin wax not
miaterlal and that German officinle
here did not consider that the state
dopartment would objoct to  the
change.

Toutonic aficials seemed most con-
fident that In agrecing to the Amerl-
can request to substitute the word

TURKS LOSE NINE
FORTS AT ERZERUM

Russians Gain Important Successes in Caucasus Campaign
—~Germans Have Won Considerable Ground in West,

After Having Shifted Att

ack From French Lines to

British Front in the Ypres District.

While Frnace and Flanders are the
flelds of military actlvity that just
now are commanding chilef attentlon,
the operations of the Hussians in the
Caucasus theater are developing not-
able points of niterest. New devel-
opments have come, Petrograd an.
nounces, with the capture of nine of
the forts of the Turkish stronghold
of Erzeum.

Latet last month. the Turks were
driven back to the Erzeum defenses
and It has beon reported that 80,000
people were locked up in the city
with not mors than two weeks' sup-
ply of provisions, Reinforcements,
however, were sald to be on the way
to relleve the Turkish forces,

Military coritica linked the opera-
tlons of the Russians In the Caucasus
campalgn and that In Persia with the
British undertnkings in Mesopotamia,

pointing to a possible convergence
of the allled forces. The Hritlsh
armles In Mesopotamia apparently

are making little progress,

Not much #ttentlon wns palr tn
the Caucasus theater for many
months, the forces there belng small.
With the appolntment of Grand Duke
Nicholas as commander-In-chlef of
the Russlan Cancasus armles, how-
aver, it was hinted that important de-
velopments might be loalked for,

Switehing thelr offensive from the
Artols and Champagne regigns In
France to the Belginn sector around
Ypres held by the Pritish, the Ger-
mangs have smashed their way by an
artillery bombardment and Infantey
attncks Into a British front line trench
over a distance of between 600 and
800 yurds. Berlin gives the distanca
as 800 yards,

In the Artols region botween Lens
and Bethune, the crater of a mine

blown up by the Cermans was ocou-
pied by them, while the French guns
have been busy shelling German or-
ganiantions in the nelghborhood of
the road to Lillee The French also
have bombarded German positions
north of Vie Sur Aisne and to the
northeast of Solssons and in the Ar-
ganne exploded a mine and occupied
the crater,

In the Champagne, Berlin asserts,
French infantry attempts to regain
lost positions north of Tahure were re-
pulsed, as likewise was a similar at-
tack in the Voszes near Ober-Sept,

There has heen a considerable re-
newal of activity on the Russian front
around Dvinsk, to tho south of the
Pripet river and along the upper and
middle Stripa river but no Important
chunges have occurred,

The Italiang are still using their
gung and infantry in attempta to re-
take from the Austro-Hungarians the
pogitiong recently captured on Monte
HRombon,. but all attempts have heen
ropulsed with heavy losses, according
to Vienna. Both sides of the Sisera
occupied by the Austrlans and posl-
tions in the Seebach yalley and on the
Austrian front between the Felln val-
ley and Viesh mountain, also have
heen heavily bombarded by the Ital-
ians.

The Russinng are still on the offen-
sive agalngt the Turks In the Caucasus
region, but Constantinople reports
thelr attacks have been halted by
counter attacks. In Mesopotamia the
situntion around Kut El Amara and
Felohie, where the British are operat-
Ing ngninst the Turks, ls unchanged

At the pre-opening of the British
parliament, both Premler Asquith and
Secretary for War Kltchener made
speeches In which they reviewed the
situation and expressed confidence in
ultimate victory for the entente allies.

Declonds. Bl AT Disve

Al Children From Mills

President of South Carolina Textile Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion Tells Senate Committtee Mills Cannot Arrange
Hours to Permit Working of Children Eight Hours a

day.

Washington, Feb, 16 —Captain El-
lison Bmythe, president of the South
Carolina Textile Manufacturers' Asso-
ciation, told the senate committes on
Interstate commerce which is consld-
ering the house child labor bill that
passage of the measure would drive
all the children under the age of 16
years from the mills. There was Lo
way, he said, to rearrange the hours
by which such children eould work
eight hours a dny and grest suffer-
ing would result to the parents who
were deprived of the wiages of their

children.
For this reason, Captaln Smythe
declared, and bocause of unwilling-

nesa to have federal regulation of
state affoirs, the cotton manufactur-

“recognies™ for the word ‘s
preceding the mention of llability of
German to make reparation for In.
Jury te neutrals, the Berlin forelgn
office has removed all cause of pos-

sible diMculwty.

HOMER A5 DATE TO AGK
CLEMENCY FOR GEORGE

Governor Talks Not Unkindly
of Militant Records of the

o opy d the Keating bill
Capiain Bmythe s preosident of
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aUBSTITUTE DAY
BILL INTRODUGED

Underwood Would Submit

Liquor Question to Vote of
People in District,

—_———

Gazetto-News Burean
" “The Niggs Bullding
Washington, Feb 14,

gonator Underwood of Alabama
offered In the senate yesterday after-
a wubstitute for the Sheppard
prohibition bill for the District ot
Columbla. Tt provides for a referen-
dum of the pruhlhim:dmﬂm o
the voters of the distriet

Mueh of the Lill includes the orlg-
the Hhappard

proposed vols be takon.
mo.. of the of 1?»““‘-

several cotton mills, one at Pelzer, 8.
C. He said that the children greatly
prefer working In the mills to golng
to school and in the absence of a
compulsory school law the company
wne Indueclng the children to attend
gchool by the payment of ten cents
premium  per month to each child
who had a perfect attendance.
Captain Smythe sald that in hins
mills there were $1 boys and 68 girls
betweon the ages of 14 and 14 years
and 9 boys and 49 girls from 12 to
[H yearn of age. They work 11 hours

one day and 6 hours on Saturday—
60 hours a week,

per day of the persons employed In

avernge of $1 per day,

AR AR AL R A A AR R AR AR E R B R R R

male voters over 21 years
missloners would appoint three man-
ngern, two clerks, and one returning
officer for each precinct or voting
place.

They would be equally divided be-
tween those who favor and those who
oppose prohibiting the* manufacture
and sale of lguor,

Public canvass of the voters by the
commissloners would be required
within five days after the election,
If prohibitton onrried, the ecommis-
floners would be required to put it
into force in 20 daya

One of the sections of the bill s
intended to guard agnlnst fravd or
corruption on the part of any man-
ager, elerk, section offictal, or verer.
It ftixes the punishment for such
fraud at a fine of not over 1,000 or
imprisonment for more than one year
or both.

It s the understanding that sena-
tars who are prepared to oppose the
Hheppard bl and who are for the
referendum will unite In support of
the Underwood proposition.
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B London, Fob, 16.—The consid-

]
with the prospect of
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n day four days in the week, 10 hours|mitted that should the Itallan gov-|

1

He stated that the average wage | the Mediterransan,

his mills wns £1.31; and he estimated | nize that
that the children were pald on theland Austrian governments ls a de-

election to be held within 40 days, Alllgny action in regard 1o
of mgo|questions involved at least untile It
would be eligible Lo vote, The eom.| has recelved replies 1o Its own mem-

|

l

R the question of what constitutes de
| fensive armament. It Is  ndmitted
needed, should|® eration of the question of treat- B that the line between where dofen-
® ment of neutral shipping raised B sive, power ceasen and offensive pow-
by the Amerlean note to Great B |er begine Is difficult to draw and au-
Fritaln has reached an advanced ® thorlties on International law In the
B Aapartment say the qoestion s ons

‘monnted on the sterh of o calihre up

IPPRONE

TEUTON HOTES

It Is Said State Department
Must Concede Allies Are
Within Rights in Arm
ing Merchantmen.

NOTES ALONG LINE
OF U. 8. SUGGESTION

R et

Various High Officials Convinc-
ed That Position of Ger-
man and Austrian Gov-

ernment Is Justiled,
_—

Wuashington, Feb. 16.—The United
States, it was sald by high authority
at the state department today, con-
cedes that the entente allies are with-
in their rights under prevalling in-
ternational law In arming merchant
ships for defensive purposes, no mat-
ter wht conditlons exist on Lthe seas,
Consequently it Is admitted that
should the allles decline to adopt the
American suggestion to disarm mer-
chantmen, founded primarily upon o
desire to save the llves of Innocent
non-combatants, this government ecan
not announce Its approval of the in-
tentiong of Teutonic powers to torpe-
do without warning after Felruanry
£9 all armed vessels, although wvarl-
ous high offlcials are convinced that
the position of Germany and Austria
15 justitied.

State department officials now are
engaged in trylng to determine just
what will happen when the comman-
ders of Uerman and Austrian sub-
marines begin to put thelr new In-
structions into effect. 1t s said, too,
that the Unitpd States in the near fu-
ture, mMay. gome inguiries as
to how ths central powérs ihtend to
determine whether merchantmen en-
countered by thelr submarines are

Bolton Castle and Pacific
Munition Cargoes—Other

at More Than $1,000,000.

New York, Feb. 16.—The steam-
ships Bolton Castle and Pacific and
a 900-foot pier belonging to the New
York Dock company at the foot of
the Pioneer street, Brooklyn, were
destroyed early today by the most
disastrous fire on the Brooklyn front
in many yeurs, Another steamer, the
Pallazia, was damage and about 23
scows and lghtera were partly or
wholly burned,

The loss isyestimated at conslder-
ably more than $1,000,000, The orig-
in of the fire is unknown, but suspi-
cion of Incendlarism was aroused be-
cause of the fact that some of the
Bleamers were belng loaded with
munitions of war, some of which was
Intended for shipment to the Russian
povernment, and to be delivered at
Viadivostok.

The watechman aboard the Belton
Castle discovered that bulldings on
th® pier were ablaze soon after 1
o'clock this morning, The (flames
spread so rapidly that the officers
and ecrews of the steamers and light-
ers lying at the pler, after vain ef-
forts to prevent the sgpread of the

To Blow

Is Involved in Plans to B

“Wa¥ntngion, Feb.

armed.

Austrian governmenta would undey
no consideration disregard the nssur-
ances which have heen given to the|

United States in regard to the con-|gent any proof they may have of the sent him

duct of submarine warfare. Attention |
was ecalled partleularly to the [faot
thet the German government had as-
sured the United States that Ilners
would not be attacked without belng
warned. These assurances, |t was <aid
had not been and would not be re-
pudiated, and for that r¢ason liners
In service between the United States
and western Europe would not bhe at-
tacked without warning, even if they
have defensive armament aboard,
Teutonic officinly were Inclined to
belleve that such an issue would not
arise as Great Dritadn has agreed that
its ships entering American waters
will not be armed. In both diplomatic
and officinl eircles donb! even wns|
expressed that the new policy would|
in the slightest way affect conditions|
in the Atlantic although It wias ad-|

ernment persist In arming its mer-
chantmen difflenlty might ariss In
State department officials reeog-

the action of the German
velopment of the recent American
guggestion. The department, how-
over, doos not fesl obligated to take
“he broad

orandum to the entenle allles regard-
ing the disarmument of merchant-
mon.

The state department repeatedly
has nllowed it to become known that
ft had no Intentlon of changing the
Inw in the subject of arming mer-
chant ships on Its own mccount and
that such a move could be made only|
with the consent of all the powers|
affected. Bt the Unlted States In
consideration of the changed condis
tions of navul warfare, oan amend Hs
instructlons to the port authoritios, |
It might, It wns suggested, revise iia
instructions so as to permit merchant
ships to clear with guns of a calibire |
useful solely for defemsive purposes |
and yot not large enough to he effec-
tive agninst mibmarines at a dinmnmr
from which warning safely could bLe

gliven.
Under the existing regulaMons
merchant shiph. may earry gunt

to mix* inches. 1t wis suggested thaet
the rules might be 0 amended an o
reduce the calibre to, for Instances,
two inchen

Theht entire matter, as the stato
department now views It, turns ahout

which wsurely would haye to be rcon-
by Intertiational  oonference
conclusion of the war,

to enforce American Intervention
Mexico,
The officials were requested: to pra-

alleged plot. The state department

TWO STEAMSHIPS
AND PIER BURNED

Incendiarism Suspected in Fire Which Destroyed Steamers

and 900-Foot Pier, Because of

Damage — Most Disastrous

Fire on the Brooklyn Front in Years—Loss Estimated

fire to their vessels, elther wers com-
pelled to leap overboard or to seek
safety aboard other tugs and Hght-
ers which eame to the rescue.

When the (irst eompany of fire-
men reached the scene, the pler was
blazing so flercely that they could
not gain access to it. The Palazia was
towed out Into the stream 200 vards
or more off the dock, but It was im-
possible to remove the other two
vessals,

The fire boats =aved the Palazla
but could make no progress against
the flames on the other two steam-
ary.

The Bolton Castle was Tlonding
with gasoline for Russla and this fed
the fire, The bollers of both the Bol-
ton Castle and the Pacific blew up
while the flames were at their helght
completing the work of destruction,

Several barges loaded with gaso-
line lying near the steamer were de-
stroyed.

The Bolten Castle, a British vesse]
of 9,680 tons reglster, arrived here
Pehruary 6, from Singapore. The Pa-
cific of 2,012 tons arrived from Hull
vesterday.

B e L S L T

Mexicans Allege Plot

Up Battleship

Carranza Officials Inform United States That Consul Canada

low Up the Kentucky, Thereby

Forcing Intervention—State Department Asks Proof,

16 .—Carranza |regards the reports as a continuation
officials have Informed the state de-|of the fire against
partment that they have heard re-
ports of a plot to blow up the battle-| Carranza
In response to inguiries regarding|ship Kentucky in Vera Cruz h;u’tmr|.\lr.

this mspect It was sald by high Teu-|in which Consul Canada is sild to he

tonle authority that the German and|jnuolved, the object of the plot belng|

Consul Canada

officinls who charge that
Canada Is antagonistic to the
| Carranza government,

Recently the consul was at home
{on leave of absence but the state de-
|partment, after investigating the va-
|rloue statements about his
back to his post at Vern
"Crux,

T N S N Y e e N L .

Committee A

Iters Land

Banks Bill In Congress

—

Washington, Feb., 16.—~The :ldmiﬂ-|th(- treasury and four presidential ap-;
Istration bill to esiablish a system of| |

land banks, drafted by a joint con-
gressional committee, has heen favor-

pointocs.
The new provigions would author-
Iz¢ the Investment of postal savings

conduct |

85 IHERTTNGE
THC PAD STATE

As Result of Supreme Court
Decision State Gets Check
For $12,038 Mostly From
Tucker Estate, :

DECISION GREATLY
INCREASES REVENUE

Heretofore Many Counties
Had Contributed Nothing in
Inheritance Taxes —
Other State Laws,

(Ry W. T. Bost)

Raleigh, Feb. 18.—State Treasurer
Lacy has recelved from Millard Mial,
clerkk of the Wake county court, &
check for §12,0%8.88 as the inheritance
tax contributed by Wake county.

This big gain in the county is the
result of a4 suit of the corporation
commisgion jast year to determine tho
status of real estate In the inheritances
tax act which hnd been In dispute.
Attorney General Bickett's construc-
tion of the act left the taxableness
of guch property in dispute, the act
appearing to have had such verbiage
s to becloud its meaning and it was
open to either view. Solicitor Norris
on relation of the state brought thes
suit to determine the standing of the
rich Tucker estate in Raleigh and in
the lower court the heirs won, On
appeal the Bupreme court reversed ths
lower and established clearly the duty
of the state to tax realty,

It was then estimated that this
would bring to the trensurer at lenst
$10,000. Prior to that hearing the
whole state had hardly eollected so
much. The exnot figures were not
available but plenty of the countles

[which has been mide for months L¥ | have been contributing nothing in In-

heritance (nxes. The court's opinlan
has cnured a considernble siream of
revenue 1o flow Into the stite but very
few counties have pald thelr taxes
complete and no guess ps to  the
| nmount ecould indicate anything near
the Inherituncs expectinoy,

The Tucker estite psvs gbout £3.000
of the $12,000 turned over by the
clerk, The Raney helrs also pay i
congldernble amount, three estates
substantinlly making up the recolpts
which wore turned over Monday,

Holds Judge Cooke’s Conrt,

Judge Thomas J, Shaw has been
designated to hold Nash county court
for Judge Charles M. Cooke, whowe
continued fllness has made impossible
his performance of the court dutles

Judge SBhaw goes to Nash county
February 28 to begin his assignment.

In the office of the sscretary of
Ftate the Chapel Hill Hardware com-
pany was given i charter to don $16,-

ably reported to the senate but with funds in farm loan bonds and would [ %00 business with $6,900 pald In by C.

radical alterations by the
and currency commitiee, THe Joint
proposal for n bourd of flve commis-
sloners to control the systen: was dis-

banking | permit the treasury

department to
{keep up to £6,000,000 on deposit with
Hland banks. The commiltee struok
lout the eclause giving the land banks

latter to consist of the secretary of |were retained,
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RESCUE PARTY SEERING
SMALL TANK STEAMER

Velma Brooks in Recent 60-
. Mile Gale Is Overdue—
Crew of Two Men.

Beauford, N. C., Feb. 18.—Fearn
far the safety of the Texan company's
oll tank vessel Velma Brooks, abound
from Norfolk for Beaufort, hecame
koown today, wheh a restue orew In

_amww RCEREERRRR R

THE ENGLISH LEADERS
bAVE BUT GONFIOENT

Premier’s Speech to Parlia-
ment Indicates New Credit
Must Be Provided.

——

London, Feb, 18, —Thore was little
that was spectacular or  senmtional
about the gpening of thoe new pession
of tho Fritish parliament. The par.

Lo Wille, H. C. Wills and C, H. Wills,

Adjutant Genernl Young hns fssued
|l‘ﬂn1mi~ni1m|'rﬁ to Dianiel B, Byrd, com~
pany F. as first loutenant, and to

| earded by the committee In favor of authority to establish savings depart- | Rundolph D, Florence, second leaten=
control by n treasury department bu-iment. The general outlines of e ant. Edward . Holmes of Wilming-
reau, under the genernl superviston loint proposal which would establish  ton, was made socond leuaenant of
of the federal farm loun board, the!twelve sectional federal Iand banks

| the Second compnny of the Coast Ar-
tillery, Wilmington,
| No Political Row,

Harmony seckers among the reun-
Ited republicansprogressives are un-
able to find the Insplration of the antl.
Duncan jubllants who declare that the
opposition to the natlonal committes-
man won In the recent pre-convention
primaries.

“There e no contest among Dun-
ean or antl-Dunean men,” F, 1. Hes-
ter, mocretary of the recont republican-
Ipm:rrmw meeting, and antl-Dunean
man In former contests, sald, "“"Wa
|hn v heen getting along smoothly and
mpect to continue to do It T don't
expeat nny division and have not heon
conacious of any contest hetween the
old factionw. [ had none In mind
when T went Into the primary and do
not belleve the majority of people who
participated did. 1 reallze that many
Idemocrats are pleased o think that
we dre fiehting but T do not think so. ™

Rome of Mr. Duncan’s long time ene

the. wuxilinry Nshing sohooner Sadie !Ament started on itx business with :-'rulo'u have heen working the anti-
Cuiver wont in search of the vossel, |4 sober afr befitting the sorious busl- 'II unean demonstration to s finlsh and
The Velma Tirooks wax in the rocent|ness which it is to scoomplish in the |+ ™ known that they started out to

Go-mile gnie nnd is overdueo.

The Velma Brooks Is o 33-ton gns-

two men and halls from
Bhe was bullt in 1900 at
Maryland,

FLORIDN 15 VISITED -
BY A KILLING FROST

Tampn, Feb, 15 —Killing frost In
northern and cetitral Flovida inst
night Is reported, At Jaoksonville anid
Guineville the thermometer was 28 de-
greos above szero, I’ the msouthemn
woction of the state, where the orange
troes are in the mercury was

A% degroos above sero and no damage | the
fls reported.

next few wotks,
The prime minister, Mr, Awnquith, In

fuith appealed for national economy;

required number of men to oarry the
war to a decinive conclusion,

The apeech of the prime minlster,
grave In tone, but confident in chare
acter, created o deep impremssion on

economic straln of the war was aov

cepted an an Intimation thet &t an mt:
reaching charuetes il b sped, a0 armtiad 3
reaching ¢ ter an -
well an a comprehansive scheme for | pot --
restrictions of importe would e
ade B A0 i il
Ve O T

Barl Kitcheney elosed with nn expres-
slon of the hope that the new system
of army enlistments would yield the

the house., Hin closing allusion to the

|gppture 0 county delegation opposed
ltu the nutlonal committeeman,

thought they had done so but it Il‘nﬁ ] |-
olone stonmer, carrying a crew of |'he house of commons and the secre- | PUted by their former fellows In fshts
Neaufort, bivy for whe, Earl Kitehenar, in the!
Madison, | house of lords, reviewea the present
lmm- of the ratlon's affalre. Me, As-

Hester May Be Clindenwn,
Bugene Hestor In being  urged
both factiona to head the party
utive committes an chalrman,
have hnd two hefore, W, J,
and A, Iy, Upchurch were the fact
heads after Lester Butler Jeft
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