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DISCUSS PLAN TO HAVE

CONGRESS ENDORSE THE
POLICY OF PRESIDENT

LEADERS WITH
THE PRESIDENT
N CONFERENCE

Consider What Action OCon-
gress Should Take in Connec-
tion With Policy Concern-
ing Armed Merchantmen.

——

PRESIDENT SUMMONS
CLARK AND KITCHIN

—

In Letter to Mr. Pou President
Demanded That Congress
Vote on Proposed Resolu-
tion of Warning.

e

Washington, March 1.—Fresldent
Wilson had engagements today o
confer with administration leaders of
congress over the question of armed,
merchantmen, He was prepared to
urge prompt action on one of the Va-|
vlous pending resolutions proposing
ihe warning of Amerleans to keep
off of armed merchant vessela of the
Eurepean bélligerents,

The president’s determination  to
thyow down the gauntlet to congress
o the subjeat caused deep surprise
4t the capitol, and was reached after
vesterday™s  eabinet mpeting, when
ihe president declded that he could
vt o ahedd with the German sub-
marine negotiations while there was
dlssensfon In congress that weakened
s position befora the world.

The president's wishes were made
Lnown in & letter to Representative

that all doubts and conjecturss may
be swept away and our forelgn rela-
tlons once more cleared of damaging
misunderstandings,

"“The matter is of so grave import-
ance and lies so clearly within the
fleld of executive Initlative that I
venture the hope that your commit-
tee will not think that 1 am taking
unwarranted liberty In making this
suggestion as to the business of the
house, and I very earnestly commend
it to their immediate conslderation,
“Cordially and sincerely yours,

“WOODROW WILSON."
Prompt sction is desired partlou-
larly in the house, where agitation
hos been most turbulent, and where
Bpeaker Clark predicted antl-admin-
Istration resolutions, when first intro-
duced, would have passed by a ma-
jority of two to one, There never has
been a gquestion of the administration
control on the senate slde,

Dispatches from Berlin and Vienna
have pletured how the congressional
agitatlon was recelved thero as In-
dicating that the president, In his de-
mands upon Germany and Austrin,
did not have the support of his own
perty and there was Immedlately o
stifftening of the German determina-
tion not to recede from the announced
purposes of the new submarine eam-
puign to sink without warning all
armed merchant ships, despite Presi-
dent Wilson's reiterated contention
that such a practice was contrary to
the principles for which the United
States had contended with Germany
ever since the sinking of the Lusi-
tania.

It 18 known that among the ele-
ments leading to the president's ac-
tion were repeated declarations of
Germany’s unylelding attitude eox-
pressed in [napired statements from
Berlin by the highest officials of the
German government, some of which
even approached intimationas of bad
faith on the president's part becauss
the United States would not accept
the view that the Lusitanla guaran-
tecs applied only to ships carrying no
armament whatever,

No Dectston.
Waahington, Feb. 20.—Germany's
latest communication om submarine

meeting of the cabinet today and aleo
at @& separate conference heatween
President Wilson and Secretary Laria®
ing, but no conclugion was reached.
It was declded to awalt the arrlval of
data now on the way from Berlin in

warfare was disousston in detall ut the

FLO0D SITUNTION
SEENS INPRDVD

Investigation Said to Have
Disclosed No Cases of Ex-
treme Destitution.

New Orleans, March 1.—Relief
workers in the Inundated sections of
northern Loulsiana today were de-
clared to be awaiting with Interest ad-
vices from Washington aa Lo the re-
commendations made in regard to re-
llef work hy the Misslssippi River
commission and Captain Hunt of the
fnuartermaster's department of the
Unlted States army. Colonel Town-
send, president of the Mississippt river
rommiszsion. last night annonnced that
no cases nf great destitution were
found during the [nvestigaticn of con-
ditfons in this state. A similar an-
nouncement was recently made by
Captain Hunt,

etated that Captain Hunt was in the
state capital city, but no Information
was given as th the ohject of hiy visit,

According to early repiurts received
here from lower Concordin parish, the
rellef work s well under way and with

more Isolated sectlon, the situation in
genernl was regarded as much Im-
proved,

Inauguration of Germany’s
New Policy.

T
BE VERDUN
INER DEFENSES

or Pause Is Prelude to
More Intense Activity,

e T —

LULL ON VIRTUALLY
ENTIRE VERDUN FRONT

—

No Important Developments at
Army Point on the Line,
Paris Official State-
ment Declares.

The German offensive
against Verdun which has

Reports from PBaton Rouge today!

the exception of additlonal calls for
food and shelter from some of the

INSURMRCE RATE ON WAR
BISKS MUCH INCRERSED

Premiums Soar as Result of

brought the German ecrown
prinee’s armies up to the inner
lines of the French defenses,
|has halted there, according to
the official statement f{rom
\Paris. The lull which yester-
lday gave signs of setting in
now extends virtnally along
the entire front where the des-
perate struggle has been going
on for the past week or more.
There were no important de-
velopments at any point dur-
ing the night, the French offi-
cial statement asserts.
Unofficial commentators in
the enténte capitaly admit that
they are at a loss to determine
whether the German drive has
spent its force or whether the
pause is simply a prelude to

JANI BILS TO
B READY SO0

Measures for Increasing Mili-

tary Strength of U. 8. Will

Probably Be Offered in Both
Houses Next Week.

HOUSE BEGINS TODAY
FINAL REVIEW OF BILL

—y

Senate Committee Agrees to
Insert Only General Provi-
sion for Federalization
of National Guard.

Washington, March 1,—The cam-
paign for national preparedness will
enter a new phase in congress next
week, when In all probability bills
providing for increasing the army to
an extent never before contemplated
in time of penca will be Introduced in
both the house and senate, The house
military committee waa to begin to-
day 14s final review of the measure
tentatively agreed upon last week and
the finnl vote probably will be taken
Thursdny,

Tha sennte committea agreed yes-
terday to insert only a general provi-
ston for federalization of the national
guard In its regular army reorganiza-
tion measure, leaving the task of put-
ting thia legislation in final shape to
the joint conference to which the two
billa will go. By this actlon the gen-
nte committee made It possible to
bring out its bill also next weelk.

Before the house naval commlittes
Renr Admiral Knight continued ves-
terddy his recommendations that
every facllity in the country be em-
ployed to hasten construction of a
fleat equnl to those of nny two natlony
except Great Britaln, American
policies such as the Monroe doctrine,
Asiatie exclusion, control of the Pan.
ama canal and the open door In
Chinga, he decinred, constivted a great
and growing threat of war unless ade-
quate preparation to uphold them are
made,

Admira]l Knight said he believed it
would take two years and a half to
make the navy efliclent enough to
meet the present German fleet with

FACTIONALISM
APPEARS AMONG
G. O. P. LEADERS

AEmERRERY

o)

TG
54715 OF DRESSES

U. 8. Importations of Model
Gowns and Other Millin-
ery Is Colossal.

4

New York, March I1.=American
dressmakers and manufacturers of
women's dresses are buying model
gowns in Paris to such an extent that
the room devoted to model gowns in
the United States appraisers buillding
has assumed the proportions of a
wholesale establishment,

Heavy shipments of spring gowns,
conts, tallored frocke and hats for the
retail stores also are arriving, The
customs officlals, who had accepted
the early report that spring impor-
tations of dresses from Paris would
be smaller than usual, are surprised
at the amount of importations; and
they are now making preparations to
handle as much of this class of Im-
ports as they did before the begin-
ning of the war.

The steamer Callfornia, which ar-
rived Monday, brought a large con-
signment of women's clothing.

HEARING N CASE OF
MRS, WAREN MARCH 1

Raleigh, March 1.—The hearing be-
fore Governor Craig of the appeal for
communtation of the death sentence
imposed on Mrs, Ida Ball Warren wiil
tnke place March 30, a definite date
having been set at the request of
Judge E. B. Jones, attorney for Mrs.
Warren, Governor Craig had recent-
Iy announeed that the ha.n_rlmr would
be held on or bofore March 20.

FOUR OEAD AND 75 MAE

Delegates to Republican Con-
vention Divided on Question
of Election of National
Committeeman.

—_—

ONE FACTION FAVORS
ELECTION OF BUTLER
Until Last Night Leaders Were
Confident That Re-Election
of Duncan oWulq Be
Mere Formality.

Raleigh, March 1.—Because of fric.
tlon as regards the election of a na-
tlonal commlitteeman which developed
at a late hour last night, delegates
the republican state convention whith
epened here today were divided Into
sveral factlons today,

Untll yesterday party leaders ex-
pressed confidence that there would
be no factionalism and that plans for
the endorsement of Charles E, Hughes
for the presidential candidacy, the re-
election of Natlonal Committeeman I,
C, Duncan and the adoption of & stats
platform would be reduced to a mere
rfarmality, The plans for the nominus-
tion of a state ticket were not com-
pieted but it was understood that the
vote of the majority on this question
would be unanimously accepted,

Former Senator Marion Butler I8
favored by many as o candidate to op-
pose Mr. Duncan, while a third ‘fac.
tion s discussing the possibility of
supporting former Natlonal Represen-
tistive J. M. Morehead as a comprom-
mise candidate,

Naming of a Ticket,

The convention will not nominate
a ticket, In formnal way. It will plck
a llst of candidates and give them ns
endorsement. Tuat appears to be the
view of nearly all now. o}
first in the thought of hls fellows
Grier Parsons of Aslic dounty, wha
mode the race for corporation coin-
miseioner sgninst Chairman B, L.
Travis and led (he tloket, It wos
sald. Herbert . Eeawell of Carthage

cr—

New York, March 1.—The rate of
wir rlsk Insurance on trans-Atlantic
steamera and cargoes has advanced In
antlcipation of the enforcement of

stands next and elther may have it
If he desires it. Tom Jeferson . Hars
king looks the most likely man for
leutenant governor and then choloes

vou of North, Caroling, scting chalr-
mun of the use rules committee,
usking that the matter be h_l'uu!h: to
« vote In the h He in to

the renewal of the attack from
their hard won positions at
Verdun and elsewhere on the

any measure of success,. The time
limit he set was the minimum re-
quired’ to bulld nine battle orulsers
and elght fast scouts. He sald |t

regard to instructions alleged to have
teen issue by the Britlsh admiralty to
merchant veasels for attacks on sub-

TRAPPED IN COML MINE

ask for similar sction in the senatd

The p nt's actlon was taken
in order that “all doubt and conjec-
ture may be swept away and that
our forelgn relations may once more
be oleared of the danger of misundar-
standing.”

In his communication the presl-
dent ealls attention to the fact that
ieports thiat congreas is divided over
ihe question of the government's for-
cign polloy is bejng made “industrious
use of," In forelgn capitals.

The president added that while he
helleved thess reports to be wam, yet
“wo long a8 there age anywhere ored-
ited they eannot fall to do the great-
st harm and expose the country to
the most gerlons rigks.'

Administration leaders planned to
hring the ngitation 4n congress to an
«nd by the adoption of & resolution
endorsing the president’s course, after
i eanvass had apparently made them
sure of thelr position.

The defeat of the pending resolu-
tion wnd & ¥ote of confidence in the
president, administration supporters

marines,

The cabinet membérs carefully
avolded question on whether Ger-
many's positlon as outlined by Count
Von Bernstorff in his note to Secre-
tary Lansing Monday was scceptable
to the Amerlcan government.

It was reiterated, however, that the
United States would continue to stand
firmly behind the position that al-
tacks should not be made on mer-
chantmen unarmed or armed for de-
fensive purposes and this government
would hold Germany to account If
Amertcans sufféered by violation of
such principles,

The chief danger, It was sald by
officials, lles in possible attacks on
ghips carrying Americans,

FER, BANK CLEANINGS [N

Germany's now submaring campalgn
against armed merchintmen, The
quotations for vessols bound for Med-
{terranean ports have increased to 2
per cent on receipt of cables from
London that a similar rate prevailed
there., The previous rate here woas
about one per cent, but ranged upward
to one and s hall per cent on espec-
lally valuable acreages,

70 45K FEOERAL A0
FOR HOAD BUILOIN

Chapel Hill, March 1.—D¢, Joseph
Hyde Pratt, state geologist, is In
Washington today and will have n
conference with the U, B, offite of pub-
lie roads and rural engineering; and
with the executive committee of the
American association of state highway

front.

The possibility is indicated
by military observers that the
crown prince’s armies are
gathering their forces for a
new and concentrated attack
at some selected point and
that the thrusts which are now
being made Here and there are
for the purpose of feeling out
a favorable point for the at-
tack.

The Germans’ it is noted,
needed time to emplace their
heavy guns and possibly even
now these may have been
brought up behind the advane-
ed infantry lines close to the

would take elghtéen months to put
the ships of the Atlantle In full com-
mission, in rendiness for war.

“Not that we would not make n
good showing mgainst any force in
much less time,” he said.

Representative Farr asked If It
would not be necessary to begin con-
struction Immediately in all available
Eovernment yards If a great number
of capital ships wera to be hullt In a
hurry. He ecalled attention to pub-
Ushed flgures stuting that In the last
ton years Germany had built one hun-
dred and seventy-three fighting ships
England two hundred and nl’l}’-twr;
and the United States sixty-four, Ad-
miral Knight sald he understood n
sub-committes of the naval committes
would be named lnter to investigats
the subject of ship bullding facilities,
public and private. He advised that
the Boston, New York, Philadelphla,
Norfolk and Mare Island and Puget
Sound yards he equipped immediately
for their maximum output of blg
ehips,

Kempton, W. Va,, Feb, 28, —Seven-
ty-one men were trapped by an ex-
plogion in the mine of the Davis Coal
and Coke company. Soon aftar the
explosion two miners succeseded in
working thelr way to the surface and
rescuers brought out 23T-—four of
whom were dead, It was feared that
two others of the rescued would dle.

BODY OF HENAY JAMIES

London. March 1.~The body of
Henry James, the novelist who died
vosterday, will be eremated. The fun-
ernl mervices will be held Friday from
|a c¢hurch near the Iate residence of
the deceased. The place of interment
for the ashes had not been decided

WILL BE CREMATED

cireulate among an Indefinite nom-
ber of republicans Wothing has been
done toward o ticket from top to bot=
tom.,

YASKED MARVEL'TO

WRESTLE TONIGHT

Vigitor Will Take on John
Drake and Lawrence Parker
at the Anditorium,

- —

Much Interest s being manifestad In
the wrestling matehes to be staged al
{the Auditorlum this evening at §:30
o'clock between John Drake and Laws

!
f '

W
b

|

)

Mujor General Rarnett. commander |08
of the marine corps, followed Admiral
Knight, urging that one hundred snd |
Afty officers, Nfty-two warrant officers |
and 2,379 men be added to the corps
to bring It up to the strength advo-

officinlg In regard to the federal nid bill,
which is now before the senate, This
commitiee will probubly go before the
commlittee of the senate, which has
the road bill under the conslderation.
This feder=] ald bill, which passed the

point out, would enable the president
te continue %0 contend for the pr-ni
ciplén of international law and hu-
manity, with the solid backing of the
sovernmen b

It was generally belleved ‘today

rence Parker of this city and & wres-
tler woh calls himself ““The Masked
Marvel of the middie west.” It was
bellgved at firet the fellow was Mort
Hendersan, who has been wrestling in
New York for some time as “The

fortress where they can con-

centrate their fire on the

strong French position.
Meanwhile the Freneli forces

SOUTH SHOW PROSPERITY

Enormously Increased Over

DIAZ IS PROCLAIMED
REVOLUTION LEADER

. A x A cated by the genernl board and ap- Masked Marvel" lator
oy ARkt ; > Maske arvel,” but it has heen
that Ho netion would be taken b| ‘wepuary 1015 More Money |Lou"s i, e s 17, e one U2t |are delivering vigorous coun-provea by Secriary Danicls, which o 1 |1earnea that ho in ot the New Yol
et ”houll B the : elation of state highway oMcials of |ter attacks in the stronger po-|on the basia of one-fifth of the _8an Antonlo, Texas, March 1—f ..

helng “ealendar Wodnesday” In in Y about 34 o¢ 81 aten i .t ; _ |strength of the navy personnel, He|Felix Diaz has beon proclaimed gen-| om0 e pouta will be interesting
houme, it would require a two-thirds Than in Many Years. While in Washington, M. Pratt will gitions their lines now 0CCUDPY, |asked also that the one-fifth standard |eral-in-ehief of the “reorgmnixed na-|, ‘" vomont or John Drake Who
vole to taks up the resolution, ¥ , have a conferenice with H. N, Graves, |they are holding firmer, be written into permanent law. and [tional army of Mexlco," ana has es-|.,.. that he expocts the visiting wres=

After the presidont, Fenntors Kern
und Stone and Represontative Flood
had been in conference for an hour,

snld Recretary Duniels approved this

U, 8. Rorester, In regard to certaln co- proposhl, aithough It was an increase

tiblished headgquartors at  Tiorrs- 'tler to give the Jocal men a ' N
operntive work that is being enrriod on

Estimates of the number of Colorado, In the stata of Vern Cruz|e . shejr money, According to infors

Washington, March, 1.—The Febru-

: : ! IIIEE! . over what had orginally been asked |accroding to coples of & manifuesto t vol . mask

SPRaNSY Ciatk: and Majority R4 | azy BRAK SIS fa the latigh SR :’I::WN’;;I:I:‘.‘:!EU; lf:om and ::olf Sheeasns en B in the gT('IIt fur by the department, bearing Diag's  signature, recelved m:rx:‘ m:n;dro::nlwnﬂw men .!:- i

:ltaln &m house were summoned|op the south show enormous Inoreases | 180 BOTTE RIORIT BERAECR B PR battle are considerably larger = Nere tonighbt. Knoxeitle In 1 mimutes and 1n Marcots (N
n thi ' ! over the clearings of Februnry, 1015, h Vv ning, di- 300,000 leved to —_—_ fenn, neir Knoxville, he is smaid te

on b G o T A ee\ia |and are accepted ax a true barometer Polis o¢ (he Ghrian of mu 15 T%- SR w0, 0% ege ]'leh . |ARMY OFFICER SITS Washington, March 1.—~Reports to0|nave {hrown over four mew in 38 R

on “action congress po gt v g po 1o co-operative work In North |hAVe been cngaged in the in- the department of Justice sald Gen- |minutes.

Drake and Parker have been Works
Ing out during the past ten daye !n"q_
order to meet this fellow and 1=
state that they will go on the mat -
night in good condition. Drake will
wrestlec him first, I

It s probable that Drake will take

Carolina between the bureau of mines
and the stals survey.

He will attend the meoting of the
Joseph Austin Holmes “S8afety First”
assoclation, which will decide upon
the memorial to Dr, Holmes. This us-
sociation Ia made up of one member

IN CABINET MEETING

ornl Fellx Diaz, who hopes to start

n new revalution in Mexico, left the

United Statem on Februsry 158 on &

ship bound from Tampa, Fia, to
Washington, Feb, 20.—Major Gen-|Tierra, in the state of Vera Crus,

oral Hugh L. Scott, secretary of war | Mexico.

ad interim, attended the cabinet meot- =

itial operations. Some author-
ities now declare that as many
as 750,000 men are now con-
centrated on the German side.
strong reinforcements having

throughout the south. The repert in-
dicates that all lines are in betier
mm&uammwﬂow
s moro plentiful than it has been in

: to Mr, Pov,
e m.' ha " ndministration
was ready 1o give Germany & demon-

“My.

h ot Anol Ing today. White house historians say lﬂm AN MURDERED on eeveral wrestiers in other alties:
entific and :::hnlall mﬂiﬁ arrived. that jt was the first time since tho ¢ the state within the next fow weeks
sociations. Mr, Pratt represents the| The Russians are energetic- | ¥or of the states that an army officer BY FORCES OF VILLA |as two men ar hre now after his
Geological soclety of America, : S . |haa sat in the cabinet. sign contraote to wrestle In Charjotte
ally continuing their campaign = Washington, Feb. 30.—The murder|Raloigh and other ploces. He statew -
P, m the Turks in Armenia. ERRERERERRRENRRRRRRR| ¢ Grover C. Van by Villa foroes mt|[that as he in vow in condition, It ,,‘."',
i a B hts home last night, 26 miles north|0An arraige matters satisfactorily
WITH HAITI . |Advices from de- M Jialy Scives Gorman Ships, B, has been offi- | MIght make several other m
clare that the Turkish forees — B Sly 30 the sis depariment. N -
' nt the orees . ° By
RATIFIED BY SEN B London, March 1—1t was an- R giher detalls of the Incident are giv-| Mra R. L. Northern and Miss Lu
: ‘nmhurﬁedlymﬂnsTub- ® nounced in the house of commons W ign, » Northern, mother and sister of M3
izond on the “m and |® today that the Italian govern- R . N. Hyckner, who have been visit)
" ® ment had requisitioned M of the RimmmnueeRRRERRERRR R KR | lore (or soma Ume, left on the
R 37 German steamern interned in B w lina Bpeciul this morning
:m porta :.I BT0 BAVED FROM SHIP. hia,
® Recent reporta from m‘i: Paris, Feb. 29.—The
® wore to the effect that grave in- B | »
® terest waa being diaplayed In Rim
® England aver the pomsibility of u B (&
® declaration of war on Germany ®| &
R by Ialy p the Italing paclin- W »
® ment “Mareh 1. l]n

RRREERRERRRRRRARE
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