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DESPERATE BATTLE NOW
IN PROGRESS BETWEEN il #
THE PIAVE AND BRENTA %
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Fate of Venice and Security
of Italian Line Hang
In Balance

TEUTONS CLAIM

IMPORTANT GALINS|

British,Fren and Americans!,
Active In West—Amer-
ican Soldier Killed

Italian posseslon of Venice and the
security of the Plave line depend ap-
parently on the outcome of the des- |
perate battle now In progress between
the Piave and Brenta rivers. The
Austro-Germans nre attneking heavily|
and are advancing aguinst the stout |
resistance of the Itnllans. If the I'II-:
vaders have ecaptured Monte Tombu, |
a8 clnimed by Herlin, they are within!
a few miles of the plaing behind the
Pinve, The Itallane are defending
thelr positions, but the Germane hn\'s-|
advanced several miles In this seotion |
within the past few davae and sepm- |
Ingly are attempting to drive a wedpgo )
between the Halians in the roglon of |
Axiago and those nlong the Plave

Exerting Strnog Pressure,

The Austro-Germuans are exerting
viry sirong pressure here and pee o
ported Lo have brought up Austrian
troops from the castern front and Lo
have brought up Austrian troops from
the enstern front nnd to have frans-

ferred. Gieneral von Helow's army to
this sector Apparently the Anglo-
Wranch rojnforeoments hove not yet

vepelted The Trdlinn flghting sone and |
frome Itallan hendguartors it Is on-
pouneed that these troops conld ha
kil between the Plave and hte Brenta
where the pressure of the invaders
{4 rtrongest
suceeessiul Avonmd Aszingo,

Around Asingo, the Itallans have
checked the Germansg nid have boon
guecesaful [u offensive operations, De-
fented In slrong efforls to eroas the
Plave between Vidor and the Adriaiie
sen the AustrosGiermans have censed
thidr  attempts, The artiilery fire
however, s very vio-

wlhatig the river,
|..‘-

On Western Front.,
the western front the
© hus Inerensed somoewhat,

infantry |
The }

have ninde o slipht sdvande |
northwest of Passchendnelo and have |
ropulrod  Clermon dttacks at uthi-rl
points in the Ypres sillent, In the

pezlon of Chanme wood on the right

bunk of the Meuse, northénst of Ver-
dun, the French have made an ap-
prrecinble advance, Inflicting losses on |

the Germnns |'
L American Sectoy.
American saotor the artli-

In the

lervy firing continves very active and
there hove been further clashes be- |
fween American and German pateids, |

n a1l In No-Man's-Land |
Kerensky Meported ot Large,

'roinder erensky is reported Lo Dhe
ot Lo 80 miles south of Petrogragd
where two army corps loyal to the
committes for the sulvntlon of the
pevolution which is opposed to the
Rolshevikl are stationed. The Bol-
shevikl now hold the upper hiand in
Petrogriid, Morcow and other lnrge
cities, but it is indicated that the ques-
tion of food supplies now overshadows
the political situntlon. Tolegrams re-
ecelved In Londun show that the food |
problem 12 most pressing and that|
the menace of famine has broucht |
ahont o eessation of hostilities be-
v aen the opposing factions, at least
for the moment. |

Guns Heard In Venlee. |
Venles, Nov. 18.—(Delayed)—(RBy |
the Associnted Press)—The rumble |
of guns s heard throughout the city
hy dny and night a8 the fleet nnd the
Venice const batteries shell the enemy
4t the mouth of the Piave., An Aus-
trian alrpline flew over the clty 8at-

uedny  afternoon  but dropped no
linmba, The batteries of Vonies did
il fire but when the machine flew

over the Grand Canal Italian torpedo
honts discharged a score of shots with
offect. > .

The city's water supply hoa not bean
Interrupted, although it is feared the
mains coming from the north will be
out.

The Ameriean wife of a prominent
Milan writer named Barrelll has had
an unusunl experience, EBhe was at
Yvenloe while thres of her horses and
two blooded hounds were at Mestre, o
suburb. The rallway refused to take
the horema and dogs, owing to the
needn of the military. She mounted
one horse, took the two others and
the dogs by leash and rode night nnd
day to Bologna, 200 miles away, over
vonds packed with militury traffic and
refugees,

=

Ixnves for Italy.

Paris, Nov, 20.—CGenernl Marte Fay-
olle, commander of the French forces
in Italy, departed last night to take
up his duties, General Fayolle Is an
artillerym an. He conducted the op-
erations on the Somme which resuited
in the retreat of the Germans to the
Hindenburg line. He then took com-
mand of central group of armies. It
was under him that General Gulllau-
mat finished clearing the approaches
bﬂ Verdun,

| and saw the duke of Aosto, command-
["er of the Third avmy, guarding the |

| ey w hore,

| 'ehureh bells ehime st

prenmrznnwnnenner|
- a
L] Counter-Attacks Repulsed. :I
] LR

®  Berlin, Nov. 20 (vin London). ®|
® —Strong Italian counter-attacks II
B agninst positions captured on the B
® northern slope of Monte Tombn % |
® on the mountaln front near the ll
® upper Plave were unsuccessful, ®
® the war office announces. Heavy R
R fighting continues in this sector, :
]
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HARD FIGHTING
ALONG THE PIAVE

-

Correspondent Visited Zen-
son, Fagare and Zega Mill
—Talked With Duke of
Qosta, Commander |

Itelian Hendquarters in Northoern
Ttaly, Nov, 10—(By the Assooclited
Presg)—( Delaved)—The correspond-
ent Momdiy made o tour of 30 mllr!l‘l
wlong the Piave battle front, visiting
Zonson, Fagare and  the Zoga mill
where despernte fghting has occurred,

Mava lne, whoso men re-established
the solldity of the Plave front, Al the
moment the duke was {ssuing an ad- |
dresa to  hiz  army congrutulating
them on the glovious achlevement.
The duke ascknowledged cordinlly
the salutes  of  the eortespondent’s |
party, and o colone) of his stafl ex-
pliained conditions along the line. Ky-
the colonel s«nld, the ene-
tily hod boen throvwn | Ik norons nt
the brink of the rviver, nt Zenson,
whare n few men wers huddled in the
bushes, unahle togo forward or back-
thie

ward, enemy was slowly eut to
plecen,
At Fagtre, Folina and the Zemn

mdll the rout of the enemy was cojr-
1lete, being arcomplishied in feartal |
land to hand fghting on Friday night |
and Ssturday, This confirmed previ-
ous information. |
The tour along the front tool the |

|

parcty to the very centers of tho hnred-
ost fighting and slong the innndated
reglon whoere the eountry side was |
trunsformed suddenly Into n vast in-
tand sew. Appronching the bottle front
the par passed the brigande mention-
ed by General Diaz, the commander-
in-chilef, for its furlous nssault ot Zen.
won, Tt was Just back from the front

Hine and the men st wore their bel-
mete, . Many of themy wore men of
twenty They were sturdy country

boyva and marched along 2eemingly un-
consclous of thely glory,:

At the barraeks they were countine
Austrinn rifley gung galthered in
the eaurt, The line of eaptuved -
chine guns looked like n callootlon yf[
huge black grasshoppors The bayvo

und

with two-edged blades,

Gienornl BEuheronl, " of the famous
Borgagller] brignde, which carvied the |
Auy, came out to greet the party, He
=0 short stocky mun of resolute Lo - l

|
|
|

ing

TRANGPARENT SERVICE
FLAG FOR RED CAOSS

Nov

Washington, 20.—Display of :

| transparent service fings In windows of

homies and of emblems in busineks
places, will feature the American Rod |
Cross Christmas membership drive he-
tween December 1, and Christmas eve,
These emblems are to Lo ¥o arrangoed |
as to Indicate the number of poople
at each place who join the Red Crose. |
Plang also conteinplated are to have

half hour In-1
tervilx on Christmas eve anid to have |
groups of Rol Cross warkers march
and slng caroly A climnx to the
membership campialgn.,

ng

AUTHORITIES STILL
LOOKING FOR MAN

Chicagne Nov, 20.—The fedéral au-
thorities are still looking for the man
who occupled the seat adjoining the
one under which a device resamhling
a bomh. was found and which almost
oreated a panio In  the Auditorfum
theater Inst Friday night. Frod Mil-
ler, a CGerman ecitlzan, held by the
government as a suspect, ndmitted he
had worked In the theater last Friday,
but denled ha had any knowledge of
the afalr,

:llulllllﬂlllllll
Germans Attacking In Mass,

Headquartera In  Northarn
Italy, Nov. 10.—(Delaved,) —
{By the Associated Press)—
The énemy Is atthcking on the
north and very hard fighting in
in progress mouth of Quero,
whore large enemy masses are B
attnoking the Italian positions on B
Monte Tenera and Monte 'x:ombl. "

"
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PRICE FIVE CENTS

BRITISH PREMIER
WEATHERED STORM

Premier Came Out of Near-j
Crisis Stronger Than Ever |

| —Newspapers Make Vari- Death Roll of the Rochester

ous Comments

London, Nov, 20.—The reception of
Premier Lloyd-George's speech in the
house of common by the morning
newspapers justifies the aesumption
that the storm which lately threatened
& crisis has passed not only without
damaging the premier's hold on the
country. but perhaps even strengthen- |
Itk dt. It is conceded even by his op-
ponents that the speceh was a parlin-
mentiry teivmph,  Editorial encoml-
ums flow freely from his supportors
while the comments of hostile critios
laek the lierceness of previous denun-
clation, \

The Dailly News which has heen

ostile to the premiecy, savs that his
roply yesterday concerning the mili-
tary colinell contrasted sturtlingly with
his Parls speech and asks that if the
counell is only to be a body concerning
which everybody Is agreed, what rea-
son there was for the sensational talk |
in Paris,

The Morning Post, another critic,
objecis again to the premier’s propo- |
gal, It shyas it may not work for unity,
but for divigion and paralysis whic 11|
result f'ron a eonfliot of expert opin- |
lon.

The Graphic says the speech failed
entirely to clear up the situntion and

| the time of the arrival of the

THE MISSING BOKT
MIPSESTER |
2255 N IRELND

Boat Contained Five Men,:
Only Survivors of the |

Crew of Twelve |

HAD BEEN MISSING |
FOR THREE WEEKS |

Now Reduced From |
19 To 14 |

London, Novy, 20.—The mlssing boat
from the steamship Rochedter which
wasg sent to the bottem by a Garman
November has  just
landed at a port In Treland, the British
admiralty announced today, The bhoat
contiined five men, the only survivors |
from the original boats crew of |
twelve,

submuorine +

Given Up For Lost.
Hope had been abandoned for the
second officer and eleven other men|
in & boat from the Rochester who at |
five
stirvivors in Ireland had heen missing |
for 18 days. Vice-Admiral Bims en-
bled the navy department on Saturday
that these men had been given up as
lost,
The landing of the five mon redices
the Rochester's death roll from 18 to|

14.. Four men died of exposure i |

| another bgat, Twn were Killed by the } has served the

S —————

21" LIVES PR

day morning, with a proba
No further details were

a small, old type boat of only

“The Chauncey, a small
duty in foreign waters was su

are received,

pleted in 1902,

used only in coast defense wo
torpedo vessel,

 AMERIGAN DESTROYER SUNK;

Washington, Nov. 20.—Sinking of the American de-
stroyer Chauncey in collision in the war zone ecarly yester-

nounced today by the navy department,

department from Vice-Admiral Sims. The Chauncey iwas

OFFICIAL STATEMENT.
Secretary Daniels made this statement :

morning. First dispatches indicate that 21 lives were lost.
Further information will be made publig when full reports

“The Chauncey was one of the old type destroyers. com-
Her displacement was 420 tons and her
complement 91 officers and men.”

For several years before the war the Chauncey was

UBABLY LOST

ble loss of 21 lives, was an-
given in a brief report to the

420 tons,

American destroyer on patrol
nk in a collision early Monday

rk and was classified as a coast

LIVERY STAB
 BURNS,
LIS N

JORSES
LANES

Losses In Fire
About $45,000, With
$7,000 Insurance

J. l. CREASMAN HAS
THIRD STABLE LOSS

‘Upper Biltmore Avenue Is
. Saved By Chief Wood
' and Firemen ‘.

For the second time within five days
a disastrous fire has visited Asheville;
this morning the livery stable belong-
Ing to J. H. Créasman on Blltmore av-
enne Iz n total wreek and 34 horses -
ara dend. Mre. Duvid Hoss. who
mped from her apartments over the

With British War Cabinet

Londen, Nov. 20.—None of the nu-
merous  wllied  war which
hiuve pecurred In the pust three years
occudlonod the mime interest as Lo-
duy's hitorie mecting df the Amerl-
can winr mission and the BHritish war
cibinet. The soene is the dingly old
resldence In Downing street, which
prime ministers of

coungils

wonders why the tone of the Paris|explosion of the torpedo and pne was|miny generations us both home and

speoch wias one utmost gloom while
the speech In the louse wos marked
by nlmost exaggerated optimism

Other editoriuls hall the premier as
a vietor. The Daily Telegraph says
he won hands down, adding

‘No movemaent ngainst a Eovernment
in our thne ever perhaps was $o ¢omnt-
pletely defeated | na single spesch.”

“The premier achieved n great per- |
gonnl trivmph,” suys the Tines, “and |
alko completely vindleated to the satis- |
faction of the house of commons the |
essontinl soundness in its broand prin- |
ciples of the scheme for a closer union
uf the alles

The Dailly Express savs the speech
dettonstrited Premier Lloyd George {8
the inevitnble head of the patlon In
this hour of trial and urges hom now |
th "rid the shipoof siate of the barna-
cles still elinging to it

Coke Prices Pixed
Washington, Nov. 20.—Basic prices
for by-product coke were fixod by the |
fuel adminlstration ng follows: |
Bun of ovens, $4: selocted foundry,
£7: and crushed over one-inch size,
26,50, Prives for beelilve coke al-

ready have been nnnounced,

Al No Commmnigue Todny,

London, Nov, 20.—"No headquar-
Hoemmmunioue wis - today,”
the  officlal  wireless messsige

L]
R

fies

i Amerienn soldier has teen killed | nets wore detachable and bowie kiives ( from Potrogrid,

OVERWHELMING OEFENT

drownaed.

UF PAGIFISTS EXPEGTED

Buffalo, N. Y., Nov. 20.—The over- |
whelming defeat of the pacifists by the |
supporters of President Samuel f:nrn-}
pers at the annupl convention of the
American Federation of Lahor wns
expected today by the rapid disposal
of muny Important resolitions npon
which the anti-war party had been ox- |
pected to show fight. Resolutions re-;
lating to labor supply to meet war
conditions were adapted after  hat
debate. The resolutions eommitiee r-.--I
commendad that the Incoming execu- |

tive council take up with the presi-)
denta of all atlilinted  orgunizations
wnd the proper government officinls

any question that may arlse n connec-
ton with lnber =npply during the war

The report of the commities was
rdopted unanimonsly.

1T S

office and the room is the counall
chmmber  where the tabinets and
where the destinies of the emplrs

hive béen shuaped dinee the days of
the Amer v revolution. Lord Read-
ing, the lord chief justice, will preside
with  Amdeew  Bonme  Law,  Brirish

UIT AGAINST
GOAL TRUST 15 HEARD

Washington, Nov. 20.—Tha second
and the last of the government's sults
mgalngt  the alleged anthracite conl
trust wis heard in the supreme court
today when procesdings brought o
compel the dlssalition of the Rewding

company, 4 holding eorporatlon, and
affilinted ralleond and conl eompanice

were onllod for re-nrgument.  As the
arguments were practionlly  reitern
tiong of those miade by hoth sldes
when the ecnss wis heprd last

only the neunl periged of thvee

WK Erant by th tourt A simiie
wult nend he Lehigh Valey mil-
rond company wins re-nrgued last
| month,

e e i e e e e e R e B R

Will Germans Destroy Most Beautiful City of the World

1L Lhah it o

e g e 2

- s

. x;*}i éid

These two pletures show scenes in Venice with {ts gondolas, the

which the Germans are now approaching.

treat It ns they trented some French

pitlen which contained works of art,

SN 5 AT

most  Debutiful

elly of the world,

Thers Is approhsansion In the whole world as (G whether they will

The Inrger phijo shows n scens

looking north from San Glorglo Ilsland, and the smaller gives & spot of the Urand Canul

!ehancellor of the exchequer, and Ok-
car T. Crosby, assistant secretury of
the American treasury, at- thoe tablp
Lgglde him, The military and naval
heads of Loth the government unid of-
ficiils representing other departments
of war work will be grouped together
Premier Llpyd-George planned to be

present for the purpose of answering

guestions, The general

work of the
meeting  constitutes

the thking

both  countries and,
of the continental allies,

A group of roporters and photo-
urnphers and curio sightseers were on
the scene early in the day.

e e e e b

CERMANY TRANSFERRING
% TRODPS FROM THE EAST

]-Gm'ernment Taking Advan-
tage of Chaos In Russia
—Part To Italy

Copenhagen, Nov =h.—Heports
from several sourees in Germany heay
our the assumption that, taking ad-

vartage of the situation in Russin, the

Gornmuin goavernment Is making hénvy

transfers of troops from 14 Russiun
front Ondy part of them appenr tao
he golng to Itily where the front is
1o narrow 1o permit of the use of
'grear masses, and a blow by von
Hindenburg at 2ome other point In the
way of o diversion may perhaps be
X et

Some troops are reported to hiive

boen moved to the western front, but
f# not necessarily significant as
Sleld Marshal Hidg's pounding tuctics
" 3 froquent reliefs for
hsted Géerman divisions

Gorman  newspapars  disenss with
sspicious frankness and avidity the
prospect of an offensive on the Sa-
londki front, but have never a word
to =y nhout the obvious chance of o
amushing blow at Rumania In an ef-
fort 1o end the resistance of that na-
tion.

Asfor Ttaly,
Gormans find

| this

ex-

if the
the reinforced
army too hard o nut to attempt to
crack the central powors can ensily
and quickly change to the defensive
on n drong line for the purposs of
seeking to force a docislon on some
other selected frnol with the bulk of
their strategic reserve

Itatinn

NEW CASE MENINGITIS
AT SEWIER REPORTED

Cireanville, 8,

Nov, 20.—It was
ofMclally announced today at Camp
Sovier that one new case of menin-
gitls hnd  developed In the last 24
hours, but that there hsd hesn no
deaths among the troops, The medi-

Improving uas neither
plieuinonin nre spreading
Clvilinny may enter

menslon

antine, The elty

Lo prevent Lhils, I6 wis sajd today.

German Plubing Vessel Missing,

London, Nov, 20.—An offlcla]l re-
port recelvied heore from Berlin denles
the stafement made by the Britlsh ad-
miralty on Sunday that a CGerman
ming sweeper wan sunk In the en-
gagement of Baturday off Helgoland,

L or lw mlesing,

of
etock of the resources and necds of |
to some extent,

Austriang and |

cul suthorities belleve conditions are
nor

It wnyw, howover, that a tishing num-l

cstable, & slightly Injured. Mr., and
| Mra. Crensman were tiken down a

'“-b“"»‘““'«"“““"‘“‘""““"“““““‘“““"‘“‘““““‘l‘““;Illdllél' from thelr rooms on the sece

| American Mission Meets

ond floor and are unhurt. The veter-
inary hospital adioining the stable,
owned by Drs. Stephens nnd Bell, is
|& puartial los= and many valuable in-
|struments were destroved. Only the
stronuous efforts of the firemen saved
the W. . Westall bullding, standing
north of the burning buollding, the
Swannanoa-Berkeley hotel, and in all
probability the entire business dis-
trict from the Swannanca to Pack
square. The losses will reach prob-
ably £45000 with about $7.000 insur-
unee.

Patrolman Shooit, of the police de-
partment, ¢aught the 10-montha'-old
infant of Mr. and Mrs. Ross when
Mr, Creasman  dropped it into his
arme: this officer nlso Lrought Mr,
tnd Mrs, Creasnian safely down & lad-
der.

Saven dogs were also logt in the fire.
They were gquartered in the vgtednlr'j:
| houpitil dnd one of them wag “Doe,
[the famous Boston bulldog. In an ef-
fort to =ave “Doec,” Dr. Stephena
sinashed a plate glass window Into his
office and climbed Into the buiiding;
Ibut the animal was already beyond
(help and Dr.  Stephens was driven
| baek by a mounting wall of fire,
| Suspect Incendinrism,
| The origin of the fire 1 so far an

lunsolved problem, and vi:'y officials
|stated today that indientions point
very strangly to incendiarism. 'The

| alarm was turned in at 2 o'clock, but
|when the firemen reached the stabls,
smoke and fire were pouring from
the windows and the entire structure
wne a seething furnace. When those
[firemen living In or near the business
IIIIHtrint were roused by the first glarm
the red glave of flames had already
|hr.hu-d the sky and when Chief J, H.
Wood arrived n fow minutes after the
| first enll he realized that his work was
| to save thit entlre section of the clty;
| thes stable was wdready beyond saving.

Sepurated by about 20 fect of alley
from tho fire, the Westall building
riow beeame the principal point of at-
tieek in the strenuous work th protect
the street «from the sguare to the ho-
Iive Hnes of hose had been con-

el
nected and with two of these the five-
mien kept u veritnble will of water

playing through the alley betwenn the
burping steucture and the one threat-
ened. The intense heat cricked and
melted the glass in the windows and
searehed the window casings, but the

enorous volume of water skilfully
plived under the chief's direction,
hlooked the Jeaping inmes in the ef-
fort to fusten themselves on  the
badlding

Across the avenue, the Swannoa ho-
tel itsell was In considerable danger.
To =ave (s hostelry firemen mounted
to the roofs und uged witer [reely,
But the wind from the southeast car-
rled most of the fire menaeo divectly
pzainst the Weatall building

Hotdls Threatened,

The nlaht clerk ot the Swannanoa
roused his gluesty 1o be redady for any
cmergoney, and with baggage nirendy
packed they stood peady to move out
before the flames i the live should
pass the fhremen.

In the Oxford hotel, in the Westiall
building, the guesis also made ready
to fl before the finmeds, and Frank
Menrs of the O, K. Auto Supply and
Transit company, moved oul his oars
and teok them beyond the flre zone,
| The Henrietta, ocoupled by young
women, wis not close enough to the
| fire to be Indangor
: The smoke from the burning hay
poured from the doors and windows
Inf the bullding In thigk suffocating
volunmes, Caught In one black wave
|of this smoke, Mre. Ross lcaped from
“the second story and slightly injured
| herself about the head,

The horses, It in belleved, were suf-
focated by this smoke befors the fire
renched them, Not & horse In the
bullding wns saved, and of the total
number Mp. Creasmon  owned 30,
Green Brotheras Furniture store two,
J. R, Rich and eompnany one and the
| Asheville Paint and Glass company
one,

This morning hundreds of peopla
stood outside the roped aveas of the
fire swopt building and watohed the

the camp If | prepurations to remove the charred
they wish, undet the milltary quar- | wreeknge and the curcasses of the
nuthoritics, how-

vver, miy nut Into effect u quarantine ' oould he traced by the half-consumed

[dend animnls.  The lines of the stalls
bodles of the horses,

“ifteen  minutes before the fire
|alurm wos sounded, Captain Plnner 1
[ and Patrolman Shook passed the sti- 1:
{ble looking for Lum Featherstons,
wanted for alleged. assault. Featehr- =
stoen had been employed nt the sta-
bis, it in sald, and the policemen
finshed their lights Into the offies of

e

(Continued on Page 2)
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