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THORDUGH INOUIRY
‘INTO CONDUCT OF
WAR TO BE MADE

To Investigate Rumors of|

Incompetence and Greed
On Part of Officials

CROZIER TO GO ON
STAND MONDAY

Military Investigation Will
Be Public—Two Naval
Probes Start Monday

Washington, Dec. 156.—Congress to-
night is determined to learn whether

any men now ostensibly serving thel

Eovernment nt great personal saori-
five are really duing (L at great galn,
Thie development followed swiftly on
the heels of in congres-
sional Investigations Inte the conduct
of the war, If ugly suspicion now
lurking fn the minds of some con-
sresslonal leaders are #hown 1o have
foundation, official heads
be lopped off, it predicted to-
night the eapitol,  If these sus-
pielons have no foundation, the coun-
try will learn, through investigntions
now under way and to come, that its
war-time government above re-
proneh,

Congress determinnd simoke
aut incompetence, greed or any other
fault which might seriously interfere
with speedily putting this conntry's war
vims across uml ending the war, "Con-
gresy s not teying to ‘get anybody,' "
S one senntor tondght, "Some indi-

disclosures

re sure to
wns
nt

I8

5] 1{:}

vidual congressman doubtless would
like to unseat some Individual meni-
bers of the governmment.  But ocon-

wress us oo whole *has but one idea in
Investigating the government—to
lenrn how thingsd are golng, and (f
they are going badly, corvect them
by whateyer means 8 necessary. And
vongress will go right down the line
until it has done that ™

Tonight, 160 sum up the results thus
fur of the two chief inguiries, con-
sressmen agreed Lthe outstunding facls
ure:

1-—That the military Inquiry
shown partinl paralysis of the
ordnance department through
not entirely explained.

=—That the sigar probe has shown
=inister mixing of private affaira with
public business,

Another foctor entered the Investi-
gation fleld today when Thomos W,
Lawson, the Doston financier, wired
many senutors demanding that war
prafits  bhe  investigoted, Lawson
charged that the government is be-
ing robbedd of huge sums by concerns
furnlshing munitions and supplies for
the army nnd favy.

“The impression I8 growing,” wired
Lawson, “thut from o third to balfl
the government's funds are
to cimoufluge our front walk"

Lawson' ehiallenge did not find im-
mediate answer in the senate.  Mem-
bers suld “ton many Investigations at
onee micht defeat the purpose of all
of them.” Others referred to Law-
won's statement o “somewhar wild”
and "huardly justified.

When the militery investlgation by
the senate milltary affalrs commit-
tee is resumed Mondav, Genernl Wil-
Hiem Crozler, ¢hilef of ordnance, witl
ngnin be on the stind,  Monduy's ses-
wlon, Benator Chamberlain, committoe
chodrman, sald tonight, will be public.
The last two hearings hanve been exec-
utlve, beeause Crozier was giving con-
fidentinl military Information.

Today's session developed evidence
of what Chamberinin cillod *“gntis-
factery progress” in production of the

hna
vital
causes

heavy orvdoance-—field artillery and
siege guns, Crozier gave full facts
concerning  contracts, labor condi-

tinns, probable dates of quantity de-
livery, and estiminted the length of
time it would take to provide snough
nrtitlery to equip the entive Amerioun
army on & modern scale,
Crasier's enrller testimony

reduced half sinee last March, chief-
Iy beecause of disorganization of the
working forees of fuolories; thut not

n single machine gun of the move thun |
A0000 needed for the army has been |
delivered, and that the first gpons will |

not be delivered until next April; that
I'ershing's forces In France are de-
pending énthrely on Frianee for artil-
lery wnd machine guns ohd ammuni-
tion for them: thiat the United States

oxpocts (o depend for o long timoe o,

vome on Franee and England for gome
artillery: that the machine gun offi-
olally chosen for the United States
urmy wan not pieked untll after hit-
ter qunrreling in the war depariment,
and then was decided on two months
’m‘h-r thiz countey entered the wur,
Two naval probes get under way in
the house Monday, but neither will get
under full hendway until after the
Christmas recess which the house haw
sl to begin Tuesday, lagting untdl
Januury 3,

The house naval committee's probe
has announced its Intention of enll-
ing every navy officer from Becretary
Daniels down, to give a detniled ac-
vount of navy administration Inelud-
Ing operation of wships, conditions,
among the men, and efficlency of the
entire servics,

The prevalling Impression in con-
gross s that this inquiry will result
in commending the navy In  high
terms, ‘The houwe commitlee on ex-
penditures in the navy departmant will
inquire specifically concerning the ex-
penditure of the huge sums Wppropri-
uted by congress.

profits

showed |
how the daily output of rifles as been |

WAR GOUNGIL T0
OVERGEE MATTERS

Baker Creates Organization
To Bring Army in Field
and War Department in
Closer Relations

Washington, Dec. 15 —Creation of
a war councll within the wiar depart-
ment to overdee and cordinate nll mnat-
tors of supply for the Amerlecan fleld
army was announced’ tonight by Secre-
tary of War Buaker,

The war counecil will also bring In
closer touch the relations between the
army in the feld and the war de-
partment. Members of the council at
the beginning will be the secretary of
war, the assistant secretary of war,
chief of stuff, and Genérals Sharpe,
Wenver, Crozier and Crowder,

When Genernl Bliss, chief of staff.
returns from Furope he will assume
agtive supervision of the council. His
fresh knowledge of conditions as they
affect all branches of serviee will ald
the war depliriment in prosecution of
the war.
| Later, officers of the sxtensive ¢x-
| experience will he ndded to the couneil
and. It wiil constitute the main reli-
tance of the department in luitiative
and Important plane,

The new organization wil! not as-
sume spectalived duties of the genvral
stuff or the war ecollege, but will nd-
vise the department in a broad senss

Members of the counci will, from
time to time, visit the theater of war
to make cheervation for Infarmation
uf the hody, wiich they represent,

"The work of 1the war counell is of

the highest importanes” Secretary
Baker said It is intended to hring
the larger problems of the depart-

ment both the esperience and general
tradning of the offfcers of most ma-
ture vears and largest experience in
service, The nowly created hody will
acr through the chief of staff and
will be provided sultable pecomiinla-
tlois and facllities for the transaction
uf business.””

While iny officer is detniled to the
coureil, provision will be made to
frea him from administration duties
and responsibilities. Members of the
council are men of {he greatest experi-
ence and represent every hranch of
military serviee and oivil life.

(Genaril Bliss, who Is chief of staff,
Is now abroad studying the war., The
information’ that he will secure is ox-
pected to prove of valunble aid,

Major-General Henry G, Bharpe |s
hepd of the guartermaster department
of the army. Mopjor-Genernl Willinm
Crozier, who Is chisl of ordnance, wis
in the lme light during the early
stiges of the sennte probe of mili-
tary nffairs,

Judge Advoeate General Enoch H,
Crowder s at the helm in carrying
out the pravislons of the selective sar-
viee lnw, IHe has directed this work
from the very beginning,

Major-Genernl Erasmus M, Wenver
hns charge of the coast artillery di-
vision, nnd is o member of the gen-
eral staff.

KAIGER TO MAKE
OFFER OF PEAGE

'Germany Conducting “Peace
| Drive” and Military Of-
fensive on Western Front
in Conjunction

London, Dec. 15 —Germany’s ex-
pected bid for peace, long forechst,
Is 1o ¢come in the form of & Christmas
moessage by the kaiser to his people,
necording o reports which renched
liere tonight. Pregumably the war
lord hopes to time It with a Gérman
nffensive on the western front, al-
ready confidently announced by the
German press.

The fuct that the kalser, himself,
& expected to make the proffer was
regarded here as another evidence of

the determination with which Ger-
many s conducting a “pence offens-
Ive" now when her nidlitiry atrength

is at its topnoteh and before the ar-
rival of Amorican troops on the line
spells the heginning of the end for
his sutoeracy. The kalser does not
nropose o wust Chaneelloy von' Hert-
ling with the pronunelamento.

London wns not  concerned with
eERce proffers tonight. Premier
Liovd George's ringing speech of yes-
ferdiny, coupled with Presldent Wil
| gon’s recent address 1o eongress hinve
lnrnuuml Hritish publie opinlon to re-
consseration of its aim for o peace
only to be won by allied victory.

Germany's playving for peace has
been piatent to Fritish observers for
weeks.  The military offensive which
i# to accompany that peuce offensive
was, however, mainly in England's
mind tonight. Public officials are un-
dor no delusion as to the strength
of this expected blow,

Russin's downfall gives the enemy
a greater number of veteran troops,
Great numhers of guns taken in the
Austro-German drive in Italy give the
enemy powerful artillery support. It
hns been bhrought home to Fritish of-
ficlale  that widespread storles of
breanking down of German morale, of
Inck of ndenquate resorves, of searcity
of metal curtailing artillery and nmn-
munition, must now be put aslde and
thut the natlon will need its most de-
termined efforts agnlnst the foe.

Hindenburg has now gulned the ini-
tintive; Holg has lost v, Many Lon-
don newspApers are now vigorousiy
urging the abandonment of PBritish
campilgn In Mesopotamia, Palestine
and Bouth Afried and the concentra-
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BRINGS CHARGES
NGAINST HODVER'S
JUGAR COMMITTEE

 Government’s Price Fixers

|

Declares Spreckels

HOOVER MAKES
LENGTHY ANSWER

Spreckels’ Pocketbook Has
Been Hit By Food Ad-
ministration’s Rules

Washington, Dee. 15.--Claude
Spreckles' slushing neccusations hefora
the genate Investigating committes to-
duy that the government price-fixers
were hand-in-glove with the “sugnr”
trust” brought un answer from Her-
bert Hoover tonight that Hpreckels,
who |5 an independent, “is sore at the
food amdministration,” heeause  his
pocket boolk had been touched by fed-
ernl regulation.

Thie statement marked the culmi-
natian of Spreckles’ spectacular testi-
mony that:

1—Fnrl D. Bahst, trust head and &
member of Hoover's International su-
Enc committee, asked him to write
President Wilson urging dismissal of
the pending dissolution sult agalnst
the "trust.”

2—That the food administration
created a supar shortage when there
was A large available supply.

3—That enenr went through New
York, where there was a famine, to
Cannda, because Canadian refinery
were allowed to import it when Amer-
feans were not.

4—That the Hoover sugar commit-
tee—the price fixing body—{forced
American rofineries to close when

70,000 tons of Cuban sugar was wvall-
able.

G—That this eommittes, which he
dubbed “a mere adjunct to the suggr
trust,” fixed prices without consuktins
anybody representing eonsumots.

§—That it now is trying to fix high
sugar prices for years to core
through contracts for Cuban sugar.

Spreckels dovoted most of his testi-
mony to an effort to develope Lhat the
Augnre commitles was dominated by
the sugar “trust.'

To these, in a preliminary statement
tonight, Hoover replied;

1—8preckels 18 sore at the food ad-
ministration and would like to see it
destroyed because his profits were cut.

2—The American peopls have lieen
getting 70 per cent of thelr normal
sugar supply for two months, and
tisex'll get that 70 per cont, and no
maore in December, if cars are avall-
able.

d—Sevenly per cent is twice what
the French people get.  Hopver sent
them & Inl of stugar and & proud of I

4—TEvery pound of sugar hiug Leen
brought in that cars and ships could
bring,

5 —8Spreckels knows the bitterness
among refihers, that some of them
are trying to use the food adminis-
tration as a club to settle their feuds

8—If Spreckels will tell Hoover!
|where there is anv sugar that Hoover
ein get ships or cars to carry Hoover
will deliver it

T—Babst tonight issued n  formal
statement, asking the people to re-
serve Judgment until “wea have pre-
sented our full case."

“We are going to ses this thing
|thrnugh." he said.,  “It is well known
in the sugar trade that the American
Sugar Refining company has, since
last Februnry, 8o1d its sugars for from
one-fourth of & eent to & full cent a
pound below the prices of Me. Spreck-
els' company. The government pro-
|gram has stabilized the sugar murket
!:mﬂ checked speculation.  Without it

Adjunct To Sugar Trust, |

FEW COMPLANTS
FROM THIS 551

—

Federal Fuel Administration
Does Not Expect Serious
Shortage in This State—
Situation in Eastern Cities

By GFO., H. MANNING.

Washington, Dec, 15.—Several com-
paints of coal shortage and of com-
plete Inabillity to obtain fuel for do-
mestic purposes and to continue the
operation of manufacturing plints in
different parts of North Carolina have
come to the fuel administration here
at different times, and by taking steps
at once the fuel adminlstration has
betn able to quickly relieve the sit-
vatlon, It was said at the office of Fuel
Administrator Garfield today.

President Balley, of the Mt. Ay
Granite company, came to Washington
today and sald he could abtain no coul
for his plant and had been compelled
to shut down. He =saw Congressman
Stedman, who will take the multer up
with the fuel administration. The pd-
ministration communlcatéd at once
with the North Carolina fuel adminis.
tration which will do all in ite power,
it is said, to have coul shipped to Mt
Alry Immediately,

“We have received comparatively
few complaints of coal shortage from
North Carollnn,” sald a hich official
of Mr. Garfield's office. “Complaints
come to us from all the states from
day to day. Keeplog the whole coun-
try supplied with conl, with but o bare
supply on hand sand with miserahle
transportation facilities Is quite & tuslk.
It seems that when we get one gection
supplied another runs shy. If we
had amplie railroad fucilities our task
would be simple. We don't antleipate
the ufel situation in North Caroling
becoming serious and are gratifled at
the way the North Carolina people are |
using unlimited supplies of wood in
the fuel sltuation in North Carolina
on the coal supply.”

Poor Fight Vor Fuel,

New York, Dec. 15 -—Fuel shortige
which 12 causing suffering, privation
and even death in many states, s
most severe in the enst and in th

fthe big mines, according to W survey
of the situation by the United I'ress
todny.

In the west, municlpal coal yvanls
and striet supervision on distribution
snlo and arve preventing danger of
famine. But in many cities, except
the New England district there ure
chill homes, there are empty coal
¥ards and rlots among the poor who
fight for the right to purohase a
seanty supply. In New York half the
yvards are empty and the use of sloe-
trieity I8 being curtalled to save fuel
Stenm in some big tenements huve
been shut off and police hove boeon
called to disperse conl rlots.

Many train loads of coitl are snow-
bound. Federal Fuel Adminlstrator
Gurfield, speaking in New York, siid|
the transporiation sltuation was lurge
Iy to blame for the famine, Tha rall-
ronds, he sald, are overwheimed by
the war's demands.

KNEW NOTHING OF
LUSITANIA GARGE

Colonel Bryan Says Investi-
gating Committee and La
Follette Know What He
Will Testify

there is no question but prices would
be both uncertaln and vastly higher|

Willlam Jennings Bryan left vester.
day afternoon for Washington after o
short stay jin Asheville, during which

o con
reglons—in towne which are nﬂ'ﬂi{ e

§ PEACE NOT MENTIONED

I

AT CONFERENCE, SAYS
HOUSE ON HIS RETURN

Head of American War Mis

Saturday Afternoon—“We Got Together on Economic .t:\t 10:45 o’Clock Jury Re-—

Situation, Embargo, Food
—Supreme War Council

i
|

sion Reached Atlantic Port

and Finance,” He Declares

i
Permanent Body '

New York, Dee. 15, —Paeace was nov-
or mentloned at the ullied conférence
in Parls, or the suprem@ war counci!
which recently met at Versallles, Cal,
E. M. House, head of the American
mission which recently visited Eng-
land and France ddclarad tonight up-
on his arrival from Europe,

Col. House, it wus suid, reacked an
Atlantle port late this afterncon,

Col. Houge saild the allied confor-
ence “hrought things to a focus."” He
will report to President Wilson on
Monday. The alled mnaval confer-
ences, formuation of which hns Just
been announced In Washington, is
the first result of the mestings of
American delegates and representa-

tives of the other allies, Col. House
il |

“Refore the conference,” Col. Honse
stated, “co-ordination was npt golng
on well But we are working nnwi
well together. We got together prin- |
eipally on the economic situntion, em- |
burgo, food and linanes, T régard the
trip as o complete siceess ™

Must Hatify All Actions,

Col. House sald that the govern-
ments must ratify all action taken,
He said an announcement of the work
accomplished by the Ameplenn mis-
glon might be expected from Washing-
ton shortly,

The supreme wor council, he sald,
I8 & permanent body and the United !

W W, W W -

States has a permanent place in
It it wo desires, The matter of Col |
House making another trip to 1-‘.ur'u[rl>|
In the near fuoture s entirely at the|
disposition of Presldent Wilson. |

The morile among the poople
both Creat Britain and France
splendld," he suld, “Even French paci-
fints admit that the morale was never |
batter, Amerienn interests In Burope |
are almost paramount.”™

Pralse for Pershing's Moen.

Caol. House visited the Amerionn
troops and sajd that they were In the
very best of condition and would be
rendy to light when the time comos,

it,
il

in |
is

“General Pershing,”” he eaid, "his
a very ditficult task and is doing it
well.*

The entire American mission retirn-
&1 with Col. Aoilse except Commis-
sliners Orasby and Tavlar, They will
return in the mear future.

The Inter-allied council, Col. Houso
sald, should really be ealled the “al-
Hes priority Loayd.™

Hotse omphasized the fine work
being done by Admiral Sims and the
Amerienn naval forces in en-apera-
tion with the British and poid high
tributa to hiv fellow delegates on the
mis<lon.

The American mission wlhile in Lon-
don lunched with Foreign Minister
Balfour, Premier Lloyd George and
the kine.

House’s Visit Marks New

Epoch In

By FD L. REENE.,
(Copyright, 1017, 0¥ The United Prees)
London, Dee, 165.—Col, House's visit

to Europe marks a new epoch in
world's history and & new future In
conduct of world's affai Premicr
Ldeorge, of Great Britain, an-
nounced tonight. Informed of the ar-
rival of the hend of the Amerlean
imlssion In New York dgnin, the prime |
minister asked the United Press to)
cahle the following etatement to the |
United States for Amoriean cltizens tol
rend:

“Lam very glad to learn of the sale
retuin of the first great Amerlean
mission to MKtrope,

1 =ay ‘the firdt" hecause I hope it|
will be a prelude to many more. For|
the experience we have gained on|
thix oecasion has brought home to me/|
even' more strongly thean before the|
paramount importance of over elossy |
Al more constunt  associntion  he- |
tween the Unitpd States, the free dem.- |
oericles of Burope and the natlons of |
the Britlsh commonwealih—not only |
in’ the prosecutlon of the war, but in|
the future conduct of the world’s af-
falvs,

“The mission which thus has just
successfully terminated its lubors was,

|

TR T T T T T

HOUSE WILL VOTE ON
NOT PA33 THI3 CONGRESS ‘ PROIBITION MONDAY

WOMAN SUFFRAGE MAY

Many Members Incensed at'Believed That It Will Receive' San Franc

Postponement Secured by ‘I
Measure’s Proponents

Washington, Dec. 15 —Delay on a
finul vote which woman suffrage sup-
porters won in the house of repre- |
sentatives today may Woek pasaigs
of the federal amendment at this ses-

st T

World’s History

ns for as
gualitied

we nre conoarned, an un-

stiecess. 1 did not recelve
g great deal of advertisment ot the
timy, because Col, House rightly in-
slated thut it be first and last n busi-
ness affaie. Dut the friuits of its In-
bors will be seen by wull in time to
comn. 1t not only enabled the United
States and the allies to eo-ordinnte
preparations o0 as 1o product maxi-
mum militney efort In the shortest
time against the common enemy, but
It brought fresh minds and a new
perspective to bear upon the allies
problems,

“Its work culiminated In the flpest
meeting of the supreme wor coiunell
at Versailles—the outwnird visible sign
of new unity, of new vigor in the co-
operation of the world's grent demoe-
ruelés in the fight for triumph of the
ideils they represent

“To that conference Lhe presldent
conld not have sent more #aihcious or
more useful representatives than Col
., M. House and the aecompanying
members of Lis mission.,

“Col, Houge indeed proved himself |

not only a worthy repregsentative of
the Tinited tRutes Lt he won the |
friendstip and  the respect of wll |

European allios.™

—_— |

Required Two-Third

Majority
!
|
Washington, Dee. 15.~After de- |
ondes of censeless weltation n.nth-n;d!
prohibiition hay worked its wiy to |

than they now are,
AL ; time he livered & mos resting
.'\l‘_\i roquest today for the ‘qph"l'llhddr.mg 'i(t!:rta- tl:gft{|;|1;;q ‘mf:-t:l;m:“-..t"
committee’'s permission to make a 1 t: k y o
¥ : | tended to & number of important mat-
statement was unusual, but T wanted | papy concerning the completion of his
them to know that misrepresentation |y, ndsome home in Grove park; visit-

||'|'1-I'--:'|‘m! position hefore the house of
reprasentatives, It will come up for
Immediate consideration Monday nnd
be yvoted on befors night under
unaninious ugreeniont veached toduy. |
The outlook was that It will redelve

4

slon.

The house, willing to vote before
the Christmas recess, displayed in- | will
crensing resentment ot the foroed post- |
ponement. Many members, incensed at

and falsehood will be answered fully.'
When Spreckels made o starthing |
e¢laim that Babst had sought to have!
him use hix Influence to have the ap-|
ti-trust suit dropped, Habst's anger!
was stirred. Deeply flushed, he de-
manded an opportunity to raply.
"Spreckels asked me for 13,000 baes
of sugar to help him cover ~ver sold |

[orders, Babst said. “And I & .ed Nim |
Iwh:.-nwr. It our  other cowapetitors
would recommend  dismlsgal  of the!
st he would join them. He spld!

he'd think It over, 1 absolutely deny
thit | ever asked him to write the|
presiderr”

“You deny that," Spreckels inter-|
rupted,

‘1 do under oath,” retorted Babst.

After the lie was passed between |
the twe, Benator Reed quieted the ar-
gument and assured Babst he would
Have a chanece to tell his story.

Spreckels' testimony will be fnlshed
cnrly next week, If the Christmas re-
cvia does not Intervene, the commities
will glve an early hearing to the food
administration's side,

In the meantime, Hoover made par-
tinl answer, stating:

"Anything T have to say to Mr.
Spreckels’ statements will he sald In
due time to the conmmittee,

“It today requires no proof from
me (o establsh that Mr. Spreckoels, o
leading sugnr refiner, {8 sore nt the
food administration and would Hke to
see it destroyed. T realize that My,
Spreckles' balnnce sheet will not look
50 good next year as Iast, for reflnors'
profits huve been regulated.

“Furthermore, his balance shoet
would have looked better thig yenr if
the price of last August had not been

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 3)

ed some of his Asheville friends and
enjoyed a dinner at Grove Park inn,
where vegetubles dried by a4 new pro-
CESR Were tested.

Colonel Bryan will be present in the
house when the vote Is taken on the
prohibition amendment, and while he
will have nothing to say or do, it is
very likely that his presence will Bave
sofie effect upon some of the natlonal
legislators who might be inelined to
be u little weak in the erueial moment,
Incidentially, while In Washington
this time, Colonel Bryan may make
the stitement, so  often  prophesied
conesrning the Lusitanin and ijts cars
go—the stitement concerning which
Sonutor Lo Follette i keenly Intent

Naturally Colonel  Bryan  would
hardly wilt around Washington wvery
long for the meoting of the Investi-
giting committee for the renson that
ke hus already moade several visits to
the national capitul in order to tostiry
hefore that committes and In every
instance thed were not ready for g
timony. Yesterday In  conversntion,
Colonel Bryan gave The TIMER 1o
undoerstand that he was ready to make
hig stitement concerning his kKnowl-
edge of the cargo of tho Lusitania
whenever the committee wns ready ;|
and further he said that both the
members of the committes and Sonu- |
tor Tae Follette knew that he would
testify that he did not know anything
about it untll It wes wll over, It Iy
likely that the committee will permit |
Mr. Bryan to-make a written statoe.
ment and file It with the committes to
e used when they aré ready,

Colonel Bryna oxpects to be In
Asheville agaln within a fow woeeks
and hopes that his house will he ready
for veoupancy not later than April 1,
when with Mras, Bryun he will come
here to remain through the summer,

e, Sy R

what they termed the dosire of suf-
frige proponents to "hold up
resn’” and bring a vote to sult
own convenience theeitened to insiss
no further time be taken from vital
Win=the-war measres,

Pustponement amlmittedly hasd com-
plately disarvanged plans, These had |
called for disposal of suffrnge and pro. !
hibliion Amendments befure the
Christmas holldays; with apbropria-
tions, war mensure and econservalion
bllls to follow afterwards, Added o
this press of business was the pros-
pect of sweeplng administration in-
vatigations requiring many weeks of
time, not heretofore tnken into ae-

X DENTHS I LIS 24

HOURS AT GAMP JACKSON

—

Cong- |
their |

Columbia, 8. ), Do, 16.—=8ix ideaths
and seven new ooses for the past 24
hours wns the report glven out todny
conesrning the progress of the opl-
demle of splikl meningltis st Camp
Jackson, The number of cases now
totnl 66, Thore huve boen 22 Jdeaths

The nomber of deatfis for the last
24 hours I8 the largest sinee the epi-
demie began, A striet quarkntine |s
on, soldlsre and oMcers helne forbid-
den Lo visit thelr Homes, While no
official announeement has besn mnde,
it is understood that tho ovthreak has
thus far been confined Lo three com-
paniey

JURT

| night

‘u:nu.m Interssts,

| retirement and susponsion of even the

thie tequired two-thirds vole as a con-
stitutional amendment

Members throughout the post fort-
hitve been targets for violent
bombardment for both pro and anti
Gireat stueks of tele.
srnms wnd letters evidenced the eoun-
try-wide typhoavil over the approach-
Ing decision.  The oratorical strife
scheduled to rage over the house flaoy
from 1180 1o § o'clook Monday w
expected to rividl ansthing fn the phst,
loth sldes will try to sway the admit-
tedly eonsiderable numibers ol nieni-
bers who reminin “open mindod.*

RETIREMENT OF [TALIN
FORGES 1S ANNOLNCED

—t

Rome, Dec, 15 —Rotirement of Ttil.
Iun forces out of Caprile due to n con
tinuous  day-long  assault of viplent

charaeter by the Tedtons wWud an-
nounced today, The war office =il
(Genoral Diaz's  soldiers had  talken

“lirm positions,” to the rear
ginlt on Coleaprile and Pe
deseribed ne wagod by massed
with great desporation,

At the head of Montenlo and Coldel-
loran, the statement reported, violoni
and repeated enemy attacks repilsed
with heavy logses to the Tudtons. An
Lo lun counter nttack there compelled

wns
forees

encmy’s urtillery offensive,

The war office prafsed in the high-
ont terms the valor of the Italians in
their defense.

| wold, the business of H, Borrak

————

PRICE FIVE CENTS

MEAKS CASE NOW
BESTSWITHJURY
Y BE MISTRIL

ported That It Had
Not Yet Agreed

SPECULATION ON
PROBABLE VERDICT

Guilty In First Degree and
Acquittal Believed To
Be Improbable

—_— ;
Concord, N, ©, Dec. 15,—The jury’
was locked up tonight with the fate of
Gaston I3, Means, charped with the

murder of Mrs. Maude A, King,

Practically every one connected with! |

the case concedes a verdict of first de-
gree murder unlikely but few prodisg
acquittal. A alstrial or o comproniiss
verdict is the general outlnalk

The fury recelved the case shortly
after 7 o'clock this evening followmg
the longest cviminal trial in North
Carolina history. Eighteen full frial
days were required to complete tnking
of testimony and hearlng of argu-
mente,

The close of the speech-making at &

‘cloek this afternoon came after &
spirited colloquy of counsel. Attor-
ney L. €. Caldwell, concluding the
flate's arpument, seized sundry signa-
tures of Mrs. King found in the Means
apartment and frantically waving
them at u favored Juror shouted:

“What do these mean If this des<
fendant is honest? What have they to
do with the establishment of that spe=
ond will? Whut explanation can he
give for an instrument purporing to
be hor endorsenient of nis stewarde
ship and a receipt showing her sorts
tiny of his accounting when he writes
the DLody of the paper In pencil and
his réd o slen 1t in (Kk?" The de-
fense urged Judge Cline to stop this
sort of argument, but the court allow=
ed the prosecutor to proceed.

Judge Cline, In his charge to the
Jurors, 4id not attemipt (0 summarise
the evidencee. He urged the jurors to
deliberate Sunday if they found agree-
ment tontght impossible,

A verdiet of murder In the second
degree would be within thelr prov-
ince, the court informed the jury. but
he deft no room for a mansiaughter
nding

All the New York officials attends
ing the trial left tonight. They inti=
mated that if Means is acquitted thry
would sattempt to bring him to Now
York on other charges., an effort that
Means' counsel will resist before Gov-
ernor Blekert,

When at 10:30 o'clook tonight the
fury notified Sheriff Caldwell of its
inahility 1o agree tonight
were locked up for the night.

GOVERNMENT T0 BUILD
MANY EXPLOSIVE PLANTS

L]

isco Man Selected
To Take Charge of Erec-
tion of Plants

Washington, Dwee. 15.—More than
oo 00mong wil be expended by the
Eoverument in the erection of EOVErn=
ment explosive plants, Seeretary of
War Baker announced tonight,

Dandel % Jnellihg, of San Fran-
ciseo, was appointed to take charge of
the building of these plants

The new government plants will be
buiit to supplement the present oute
put of explosives by privite manufaes
re, consldered insufficient to meet
government's needs,

Joekling s maniging dipector of &
lorpe group of copper mines which
proatnoe orge pereentige of the
aaiintey s coppers He will aot under
authority  of Sceretnry  Baker, by
whom hie woan appointed,

“Thix step i in aecordanee with the
governnient's purpose to keep abreast

of Irs was reiqiirements and, whert it
IF necesgary, to antieipate them by
torvantded  action,”  siuid  Seoretary

Hiher

BRITISH DESTROYER
SUNK WEDNESDAY

Londan, wee. 15—Sinking of n
Rritleh destroyer In a eollision Wed-
nesdoy with loss of two men, Was an-
tounce U topight by the admirplty,

The save =tntement detilled the
I wf o Breitieh aivehip with its oraw
of five men in the North sea on Tuss=
iy Another pirship of the sams
type, §i was steted, had been foroed
Lo desevnd over Holland,

Vrrested For Hoarding,

New York, Doc. 16 “The ariest for
howurding of sugar and the frst olos

of atores by the food wilninisteation §

New York took place todny,  Camots

flaged as w ware whers wnstes -

cilled to o standstill on evidones
to poiht to his holding 60 barrels
sugal. It hos been held for b
prices. it Is declared, only two
rels being disposed of In N
Horrak Is sald to have
barrels in March and 29

and they .
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