N YORK STOCKS
New , Dec. 27.—The wide-

in taking over the

upproval of the government’s
4 aotion

and allied propertles of the
¥ found reflection In & buoyant|
) of prices ot the active opening

: stock markel. The shorts)
almost panie stricken In the rush!
gover contracts, some of which
0! as recenily as yesterday, !

I among the more smbatan-|

| tial advanoes of ftho first haif hour
. #nd Ohio, which rose
“points; Delaware and Huodson, 14,/
ml, 124, Atghison, 10; Atlantel]
Line, 8% . Northern Pacific, &

ydm

ot g,

k and Western, S4; Unlon |’-'|-!I.

L and Sbuthwrn Pacific, & eachi)
S Neow York Central, 74%: Loulsvillo and
‘Nashvills, 64, L.-n.‘knw:u‘.tu.; und
Chesapeake und Ohlo, 6 each; Cana-|
"-‘d?l.’ln Pacifle and “Boo,” 4 euch: and
_ ‘others two to threc points
| Industrials, coppers, shippinzs nnd
. hn unusual array of apecilties rnm-]
Awo to four points, the movement he-
g the broudest and most extensive
*ginoe the middle of the year, 5
j There was congldernilila profi tak- |
f

ﬁn‘ oh the early riss with consequent
| recessions of two to five points .

‘#t. Paul preferred which vose ui-|
most 18 peints in the initin] dealing=
reacted ten points,

NEW TORK COTTON MARKET. |

Naw York, Dec. 27.—The eootton
market was somewhat (rregular at tne |
_opening today, first prices hoine 2%
fpoints higher to (w0 points lower
L with near months reiatively firm
" Trading was comparatively quiet ut
the start but becime more actlve us|
Cthough  sympathizing with the
srtength and excitement of the stock
marekt. January soid up to 80,01
aeith’ March advancine to 30,08, and|
May 20.80, or into new high ground]

| for the season nnd about 15 to 27
‘points net higher shortly after the
l"uil. Trade intercats were again

moderate huyers and the advance wag
encouraged by hulllsh #pot advices, |
tnciuding reports that  thérs was a
f d Inquiry from sEpinpars
'T"‘I‘;: nrti:m of the government In tak-|
ink over the vallronds wag muach dls-|
loussed around the ring but any influ-|
" enoe it may have exerted on the early
market wns supposad to De reflected |
4n the bhuying Ly brokers with Wall]
Atrect connections |
CHICAGO GRAIN
Chicago, Deo. 27.—Notlcé that the|
srovernment wonld take pousession n:’i
L the milways had a beparish effect to-|
! day on the corn market. Openinge |
priced which ranged from unchanged
| flgures to K @ W lowor with Janunry
D186, and May 1.24% to 1.24%, we
followed by moderite setback
- arounsd. |
Although at first onts shiowoed con- |
giderable strength, the market latm
tnok n downwnrd swing with corn
Provisions wers ltpesular 4nd dull
Pork showed a mmall deellne mnf
lard and rvibs soored slight gulns

i —————————

JETRONS UTE
MARKET REFORTS

NEW YORK BTOCK LIST
American Reet Bugar i 4y
American Can .........00 . M
Americnn Catr & Foundry .. [}
Ameriean Locomative ... .. EL

ar, Smelting & Hofining .. b
| Anaconda Copper e FOL
i Atehison . ..... ot _— g ]
- Baldwin Locomotive .... L
" Baltimore & Ohio ....... 483
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Canadian Pacifle Y 130
Qentriul Leather ...... s 68
Chesapeaks & Ohio .,..... 4l
* Chicago, Mil. & St. Paol .... W %
Chicago, B. 1. & Pae, Ry 17%
{China Copper .......... LA
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Columbia Gas and Electric .. 20%
Corn Produots . ...... ...-4 L
Crucidble Steel . ..... . 40
Quba Cane Sugar. ...... uE 8
T A I IR, 13 &
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SGreat Northern pfd. .. . ..... |08
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Inspiration Copper .. .....00.. a0 4%
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Loulaville & Nashville .... e |
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Stefansson, Arctic Explorer,
Reaches Fort Yukon —He
Had Not Been Heard From
Since March, 1916

Ottawa, Ont, Dec. 27.--Vilhnmuor

Stefanssen, the Arotic explorer, last
heard from In & letter recelved In
March, 1916, has arrvived with his
party at Fort Yukoen, avceording to
word recelved by the naval depart-|
ment.

Btefanmsen, head of the Canadian

arctio expedition. hns been in the far
north slnce 1019 and Jately there has
been eome anxlety A= to his salety

The expeditlon was divided into the
northern wnd southern divisions.
Staffanssen. in chorge of the northern,
sot out fo explore unknown parts of
Beaufort sen and search for new land,
His party started on the government
steamer Karluk. Near Point Barrow

the vessel wans lcebiound and carried
eastward to Thesis (sinng

Stefanssen, with i small  party.
started on oot for the miinland.

Durlng thelr abrencs the Kiurluk was|

crushed by the ice and sunic,
members of the party losing theoir
Hyes In an attempt o reach Herald
Isinnd.  Nine men made their escape

Despite  this  disnster
continued his work in the far north,
mnking arrangements to jourtey on
foot aver the lee in unknown paris of
Beaufort sen. After extensive explor
atlons he returned tao Princs Patrick
nd 1015 but with Kellet as his
. he wont on with his resenrches
within the Arctie cleele through 19146,
hefng Joined in Moy of that vohr b
party on tha Palor Bear at Cape
James Murray,

Fort Yukon, where Stefunssen
reported to have nrrived, s a
post and station of  Alax)
Arotic elyele and on f hend
of the Yulkon river in ahout longitude
146 degvees, 20 mlnutes west,

elht
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CHICAGO LIVE STOUCK
Chicago, Deo.  26.—~Hogs recelpts
recelpts 20,000, strong, Bulk 16006
\7 Heht 10266 L7.80, mixed 1650
1 hedvy
845 pigs

rocelpts

altle

1
11,000, 1
TALE 14,40 westarn stasrs
over until next
August, Btockers and feedors 6.65 M
10.30; cows and heifers .00 11.40;
ciilves S.50/ 1550

Sheep recelpts 19,000, weak, Weth-
arg R.00618.00; lambs 12806 148.50,

Nin-

CHICAGO PRODUCE.
Chicago, Dee, 28 —Butter
crenmery, A%4 481,

Hegs ligher, reaceipts, 4,460 cases.
Firsts, 486i51; ordioary fivits, 448
46 at mark onses included 44 650;
refrigeritor firats, 37 66 38,

Potatoes higher: receipts,
Wisconsin, Michigan nnd

lower;

40
Minnesota

bulk, 1.004'2.10; do sacks, 2006 2.16.

Poultry, allve, higher; fowls, 1848
23; springs; 41,

CHICAGD GRAIN & PROVISIONS.

Chicago, Deo, 286 —

CORN— Onpen Claose
Japunry . ¥ 1:28 25%
May \ 1.24.14 124

OATR—

December ... il A
May . s T8 15

PORK--—

January = - 46,00
MY i e e A A\l = $6.60

LARD—

January I 2490 24.20
May . o 24.510 2407

RIBS-—

January AT o 24.45 24.15
BERY el a's idlalptalarela s 24.85 4687

Knight Motor Makes
History in World War

Quietly and withour any
trumpets or advertising to acolelm s
iriumphs, the Knlght sleeve-vilve ino-
tor has come into its own in the Great
Wuar, and today not only the Allied
arimies hut the enemy as wall nra de-
pending voary iargely upon the em-
elency and reliablilty of the Knight
engine oh the feld of battle, suyz J C.
Willlums, leoul denler of Overland and
Willys-Knight cars,

“It wa trace the higtory of the Eu-|
ropenn war—which war depends to a/

find
it
in

Inrge extent upon gasn)ine—wao
the Knlght engine in the thick
from  the very beglining buack
1014, le continues,

“When the Britl=sh army went over,
the motor transports furnished by the
Britiah government were ull Knight-
niotored and from that Jdey o this
practieally all of the Britikh army
movements have besn earriod forth by
Daimler-Knlglhit busses and motor
transports.

“And again it was the Knlght motor
For when the
famous ‘taxicab army’ went forth
feom the French capital the bulk of
them wers onrried by Panhards
Knighta

“Then lato In 1818 came the su-
preme achisvement of the Knight mo-
tor, ¥or when the Britlsh ‘tanks'
were deslgned the Knlght motor wns

of

#9% the unanimous cholee of tho British|

Centra vesssens  Bide  Miafl
Coast Ldne ........ %34 | “The tank Is a verltable moving
States Steel ..........B 83 [rort, weighing many tons and of tre-
pard Afr Line ......... B 714 mendous strength and power. Its suc-
Bhef, Steal and Iron a1 cess, of course, and the lives of lis
T g A R PR R U 1 crew depend first and foremost upon
Chrn, Chem. ....v.. 1% |the powér plant, for should this fall in
Plectrle ........... 22% (even the slighteat degree, or aven fal-
ter, the tank Is doomed.
YORKE BPOT COTTON “The Britieh, of course, knew this

and when it onme to declding upon

ARRIVES SAFELY

Stefanssen |

rough |

CArs. |

hilars of!

(Continued from Page 1)

| % necassary for the complete mobilian-
tion of our resources thnt the trans-
| portation systems of the country
'should be organized and employed
under o single avthority and a slm-
plifted method of co-ordination which
| hnve not proved possible under pri-
| vate management and control. The
committes of ruilway exscutives wha

" Taking Over Rail

roads

necesanry of all other traffic there-
on; and that so far as such exclusive
unhhownot nm' or le,
such systems o

erated and atilized In EI porformance
| of wuch other servioss as the national
Interest may require and of the ususl
and ordinary business and duties of
common ocarriers,

m 'iﬂ;

BASIC CLAUSES OF PEACE
s 1
(Continued from Page 1)

can be made the basis of such a peace.

“The delegations of the quadruple
alliance are agreed immediately to
conclude o general peace without for-
cible annexations’ and Indemnitfes.
They share the wiew of the Russian

ndeflinite Period.
"It Is hereby directed that the

have been co-opérnting with the gov-

eroment in this all-lmportant matter
have done the utmost that It was pos. | tems hereby by me undertaken shall

siliie for them to do; have done 0 with
patriotie zeal and with great abillity
but there were difficultiss that they
coulil neither escape nor neutralize, |
Complete unity of adminteteimion In

poecasion and at many points a aariou-l
| dixlocution of ear = and the com-|
niittes wus, of course, without power |
or authority to re-arrange charges or’
effect proper compensations and ad-|
Justments of earnings  Seévernl ronds.
which were willingly and with admir-
able public spirit accepting the orders
of the commlittee have olready suf-
fered from these circumstances and
should not be required to suffer fur-|
ther. In mere fuirnesa to them, the
full authority of the government must
be aubstituted The government [t-
selfl will thersby galn an immenve In-
credse of efffelency in the conduct of |
the wiur and of the innurmerable netiv- |
Itie= upon which its succeasful conduct |
denends,
To Proiect Investors.

“The publle Interest must be first |
gerved, and in addition, the finoncinl
luterests of the government and the|
finuncial  interests of the rallwiye|
st be brought under 3 common di- |
rection,  The flnuneoial operatlons of
the robllwiys nieed not then interfere
with the borrowings of the govern-
went, and they themselves can be con- |
tedd st oo greater advanthge. In-|
Pyvestors In rallway securitles may rest!

"assured that thele righis and lnterests |
will be a3 serupuloualy looked after h,\'!
fthe governtnent as they could be by
tho directors of (he several ruilwiy !
srsteme limmedintely upon the r

S
sernbling of congress | shall recoms|
mend that these dofinitg guarantoes
e given; first, of course, 1‘!ml the rall-
way properties  will e malntpined |
during the period of federal control in
ng  good repalr and as  complete

equipment as when tuken over by the dnd operation In whole or in pnrtigh;‘ cnke It must be solved by each
the 'nay uiso be rellnquished to the owi-| government together with Ita peoples

soverpmient and, second, that
10

wls shull receive o not opernting In-

LALE
age net lnoome of the three yeurs pres
ceding Tune X0, 1917: and [ san on-
tirely confident that the congress will
(e dlspeaed In this case. ns tn others,
ih- so0 thit fustice is done and full se-
|curity nssured to the awners and
reredilors of the greatl systetns which
;tf!ﬂ Eovernment must now use under
[ its own direction ur else suffer Larious
enibarrnsament

MeAdoo Fit For Place,

“The secretary of war and | are
agresed that, all the clireumsiances
helng taken into conslderation, the
hest results ean bie obtained under the
immuodidte executive direction of the
Honurable Wi, G, MoAdon, whose
praotical experience pecullurly  fits
him for the rervice and whose nuthor-
ity us secretary of the trensury wiil
{enable him to co-ordinate as no other
man conld the manly financial inter-
ests which will tie involved and which
might, unless systematically directod.

suffer very embarrassing  entangle-
Iments,
“The government of 1he United

Stites Is the only grent government
now engnged in the war which has
not already assumed control of this
sort. It was thought to be In the
spirit of Americon Institutions to at-
temipt to do everything that  was
necessary through private mannge-
ment, and Iif zeal and ability and pr-
tiiotle motive eonld have aecomplinh- |
o1l the necessury unification of admin- |
Isteation, it wonld certuinly liave been
necompllshed; but no geal or ability
could overcome lnsuperable abataclas,
und I have deemed It my duty to ree-
ognise that fuct In all candor, now
it I8 demonstrated and to use without
rerarve the greit authority reposed in
|lnn A great national necessity dicta-
|

|

ted the dctlon and I was therefore not
at liberty to abstaln from It,
Woodrew Wilson."
The presidentinl proclumation le-
gins by quoting the congressional re-
Ipolutlons declaring o state of war to
exist  with Germuny wnd  Austrig-
Hungary, which resolved “that the
president e and hereby is directed to
cuiploy the entire naval and military
forces of the United States and the ye-
sources of the government to carry

present cheymstances Involves upon

i
| e

teommonly ealied interurbans. whether

| wian,
| tnken wf all or any part of such street

=

possewaion,  control, opemtion an
futilteation of such transportation eys-

be exercised by and ‘through Wm.
. MeAdoo, who 18 hereby appointed
and dealgnated director-general of |
raliroads, Sald director muy perform |
the dutice lmposed upon him, so long
und to sitich extent as he shall determ- |
Ine. through the boards of directors, |
receivers, officers and employes of|
eald system of transportation. Until
and except so fur as sald director shall
from time to time by general or spec-
fal orders otherwise provide, the
hoards of directors, recelvers, officers
and employves of the various transpor-
tatlon systems shall continue the oper-
stion thereof in the usunl and nrdi-
nary oourse of the business of coms-
mon carriers, in the names of their
respective companies,
“Untll and oxcept so far as safd al-
ctor shirll from time to time other-
wise by general or speclal orders de-
termine, such systems of transporth-
tion shall remain subject to all exist-
Ine statutes and orderz of the inter-
state commerce commission and to all
sates and orders of resulating com-
misslons of the . varjous states In
which sald systems or any part there-
of may be situnted. But any orders,
general or special, herenfter made by
suid director, shall have paramount
authaority and be obeyed as such.
"“Nothing herein s=hall be eonstrued
as now affecting the possession, opar-
atlon and econtrol. of street electric
pus=enger rallwinys, Including railways

such milwayve be or be not owned or
cantrolled by sach rallrond companies
or svstems. By sulmequent order and
proclamation if, and when it shall be
found necesgary or desivable, posses-
control, ar operation may be

railwny systems, including subways
and tunneis: and by subsequent order |
and proclamation, possession, control

ers thereof of any part of the |‘ull-|

w equnl in earh cuse to the wver- rowd systems or rall and water sys- | atitution

tems, pogsession so¥ control of which
are hereby assumed,

“The director shall as soon as may
L after having assumed such posuey-
sion uhd control enter upon negotin-
tions with the several companies
iooking to agreements for Jjust and
rensonable compensation for the pos-
gesslon, use and control of thelr re-
spective properties on the basis of an
annual guaranteed compensation,
ubhove nceruing deprecintion and the
mulntonance of their properties,
equivalont, as nearly as may be, to the
nvernge of the net operating Income
thereof for the three-yenr period end-
ing June 30, 1017—the results of
such negotiations to be reported to me
for such action as may be appropriate
und lawful, “

“"But nothing herein contained, ex-
pressed or implied, or hersafter done!
or suffered hereunder, shall be;
deemed In any way to Impalr :ho[
rights of tho stockholders, bond-
holders, creditore and other persons|
having intereste in #ald systems of
transportation or in the profits there-
of to receive just and adequate come-
pensation for the use and control and |
operition of thelr property hereby as-
sumed.

“Negular  dividends
elared, and maturing Interest upan!
bonds, debentures and other obliga-
tions, may be pnid In due course; and
sich regular dividends and interest
may eontinue to be pald until and
unless the sald director, the varlous
carriers may sgree upon and arrange
for the renewhl and extenslon of ma-
turing obhligations, '

“Exeept with the prior written as-
sont of sald director, no attachment
by mesnoe process or on execution shall|
bie levied on or against any of the |
property used by any of sald trans-|

hitherto de-

portation systems In the conduct of
thelr business as common carviers;
but suits may be brought by and

against sald carrlers and judgmenta

| rendered as hitherto until and except struggle agalnst an ndversary many
| %0 far a8 sald director may, by ger- times stronger &nd who had the ad-

eral or speclal orders, other
termine.
“From and after 12 o'clock on

wise de- [

ron war"” against the Imperial German
|government and Austro-Hungarian
government; “and to bring the con- |
et to & aticcedstul termination, all of
the ragources of the rourntry are here. |
by pladged by the congress of the |
T'nited Btates” also aquéting the act |
making appropristions for the support
(of the army for the flkoal yeinr ending
tJune 30, 1917 and “for other pur-
noses' which empowered the preal-
dent, through the seeretary of war to |
tike possesalon and assume control of |
any system or systemns of transportn.
tlon,” and then suays:

“And, whereas it hus now become
neocsssnry in the nutlonal defense to
take poszession and assumes control of
cortaln system of transportation and
to utllize the same, to the sxclusion
an for as mny ba necessary of other
than war traffic thereon, for the trans.
| portation of troops, WwWar material
!nnd aquipment therefors, nnd for
other nesdful mnd desirable purposes
connected ‘with the prosecution of
|th¢ Wr;

 §

Pousesstion Friday.
"Now, therefors, I. Wondrow Wil
son, president of the United Btntes

(under and by virtue of the powar|

[vested in me by the foregoing reso- |
lations and statute, and by virtue
of all other powers thereto ms en-
abling, do hereby through Newton
Baker, pecretury of war, take pos-
sewslon and assume oontrol  at 12
o'ciock neoon on the twenty-elghth
day of December, 1917, of each and

|

sald twentv-elghth day of December,
1917, all trunsportation systems In-
cluded in this order nnd proclamntion
ghall conclusively be deemed within

['the possession and control of suid dl- |19 far superior to any expression of

rector without further act or notles.
Bit for the purpose of accounting,!
suld pozsession and control shall date,
from 12 o'clock midnight on Decem- |
ber 31, 1017, |

“In witness whereof, I have hers-
unto set my hand and caused the mli
of the United Stutes to be affixed, |

“Done by the president through)
Newton D, Buker, ssoretury of war, |
in the District of Calumbia, this 20th
day of Decembor, in the year of our,

|Lord, one thousand nine hundred and

seventean snd of the Independence of
the United States in the one hundred,
and forty-second,
“WOODROW WILSON,
“NEWTON D. BAKER,
“Secretnry of War'"
“By the FPresident:
“ROBERT LANEBING,

"Seoretary of Btate,"”

Bankers and Dusiness Men Approve.

New York, Dec, 37T—Almost with-
| out exception, leading bankers and ex-
eoutives of rallroads having their
headquarters here today expre :
thelr approval of the action of Presl- |
dent Wilson (n taking over the coun-
try's rallroad lines, The adtion of the'
president had been anticipated by yall-
way officiale for soms time and mont

| uation of the war purely for almas of

i

delegation which condemns the contin. |
conquest.

"The statesmen of the allled (Teu-
tonie) governments In  programmes
and statements have emp time
and nguin that for the sake of con-
quest they will not prolong the war a
eingle day. The governments of the
allles unewervingly have followed this
view all the time. They solemnly de-
clare their resolve Immediately to sipn
terfns of peace which will stop this
wut on the above terms, equally just
to all belligerenta without exception.

"It s necessnry, however, to indi-
oata most ¢learly that the pPropossds
of the Russian delegation could be
realized only in case all the powers
participating In the war obligate them-
selvas sorupulously to adhers to the
terms in common with all peoples.

Six Clausos,

“The powers of the quadruple alll-
ance now negotiating with Russia
cannot, of course, one-gldedly bind
themsolves to suoh terms, not having
the guarantee that Russin's allies will
recognize and carry out these terms
honestly without ressrvation with re-
gurd to the quadruple alllance. Start-
Ing upon these principles and regard-
ing the six clauses proposed by the
Russian delegation as n basls of nego-
tintiong, the following must he stated:

“Clause 1. —Forcible annexations of
territorios selzad during the wur does
not enter Into the intentlons of the
allied powers. Aboul troops now of-
cupying seined territories, it must be
stipulated In the peace treaty, If there
Is no agreemont before, regarding the
evicuntion of these places,

“Olnuse 2—T1 15 nat the Intention
of the alliez to deprive the political
independence of thoss nations which
1nst it during the war.

“Clause 8—The guestlion of subjec-
tion te that or the ather country of
thoas natlonalities who have not polit-
feal independencs cannot, In the opin-
ion of the powers of the guadruple
alliance, bo solved Internationally. In

in & manner esiablished by the con-

“Clanse 4—Likewlse, in accordance
with the declarations of the statement
of the quadruple alliufes, the protec-
tlon of the rights of minorities consti-
tutes an essential part of the rlght of
peonles of self-definitlon, Indicated by
& oonstitution,

“Clnuse 65—The governments also
redallze this principle In life when there
is 2 material possibility of mutual re-
fusil not only to refund war expendl.
tures, bul also to pay damages caused
by the war. In accordance with this
each belligerant would have to bear
only the expense of it subjects made
war prisoners and also to pay damages
caused on their gwn territory to civil
subjetts of an ndversary by dellbernte
violation of International law. The
crention of a special fund for this pur-
pose, A5 suggested by the Russian
povernment, ¢an be discussed only in
cusa other bhelligerents joln In penca
negotiations hefore the expiration of
nr certaln time.

Clanse 0—OfF the four allled powars,
Germany alone posecsees colonles, On
the part of the Garman delegation, In
full aecord with the Russian proposals
rerarding that, the following 1s da-
clared: Tho return of colonial terrl-
tories foreihle selzed during the war
constiiutes an eszentla)l part of Ger-
man demands, which Oermany can-
not rvenounce under any clrenm-
stunces,  Likewlse, the Russian de-
mand for lmmediate ovacuation of
territories occupled by an adversary
conforms to German Intentions, Hav-
ing in.view the natlve of the colonlal
territorles of Germany, the realization
of the right of se!f-determination, be-
side the above outlined considerations
in the form propofad by the Russian
doleration, s at nresent practieally
impossible,

Colonies Remain Fadthful,
"The clroumstafices that in the Ger-
mun coolonles, the natives, notwith-
#Manding the greatest difficulties and
the improbability of wvictory In =a

vantage of unlimited import by wsea,
remalined in the gravest clreumstances
fulthful to thelr German friends, may |
serve ns proof of thelr attechment
and their resolve by all means to pro-
serva dlleglance to Germany, proof
which by ita signifieance and welght

popular will,

“The principles of economiec rela-
tiong propossd by the HRussian dele-
gitlon in connectlon with the above
six clauses are approved wholly by
tha delegations of the small allied
powers who have always have denied
wny economic restrictions and who
#te In the re-establishment of regu-
lated ecopomic relations, which are
economic ‘relations, which are in ao-
cord with the interesta of all people
concorned, one of the most impor-
rnt conditlons for bringing about
friendly relatlons beiween the powers
now engaged in the war"

Af To Self-Definition of Peoples.

Chalrman Joffre, of thse HRusslan
delegution, expressed gratification at
the willingness of Gormany lo eon-
clude peace on tha basis of no Annexn-
tions, no indemnities and the self-de-
finltion of peaples but pointed out that
the self-definition of peoples within
the limlita &nnuﬂ by constitution, as
atated by the German reply, was not
complete.

“Renouncing the application of the
right of the sironger nation with re-
gard to territorles oocupled during the
war,” he said, “the powers of the
quadruple alilance at the same time
give all thelr onr ents an immedi-
ate peace ground. They affirm that
the yight of the stronger, after un-
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Hundreds of Ladies have come to our sale today and |
bought of the wonderful bargaine. Have you bought

yours? Special for Friday,

Saturday and Monday—

$8, $10 and $12 Shoes in Odds and Ends

Warhington, Dec. 27—The condl-
tions surrounding Count Czernin’s pro-
pokal for a basis of peace cause of-
cinla here to feel some apprehonsion
for their sincerity. There (s & dispo-
sition to feel that the ohject of the
German plenipotentinries {2 simply to
protenct the negotintion with the dou-
bie purpose of leading the German
prople to beliave that their govern-
ment really is
peace, und of galning time for the fur-
ther strengthening of the German
linea in the west.

One condition regacded tmpoesible
fo* the present, at .ga~/, Is that the
adherence of all the belligerents must
be secured to the pence the Germans
trying to make with Russls befors It
can become effective. This 8 accom-
panied by a demand for the return
of tha German colonles now In the
possesslon of Rusein's milies,

Our Positlon Unchanged.

It can be stated aunthoritatively that
the position of the American govern-
ment has not changed in any respert
with regard to lts determination to

ernmont which does not represent the

would dispowe of any hope the Ger-
mans might have that the Russians
could induce America to subsoribe to
the peace treaty which they are now
trying to a* .nge. As for the German
colonles, the American government
has never recorded itself on the sub-
fect, and Lloyd George recently de-
clared that was a subject for the peace
conference,
May Propose Plehescite.

No provision is made in Count Czer-

nin's terms for the return to France

quest that her colonies be cvacuated
by ententa troops,

Wants Negotiations
Russiin's delegntion, he Etated, In
conclusion, notwithstanding  differ-

ences of oplnlon thought the German
deoclaration that Germany has no ag-
gressive plans offered the possibility
of the immedinte beginning negotia-
tlons for a gonaral peace among all
balligerents. Ha proposed a ten days
recess until Juouary & “so that the
peoples whose governments have not
yot joined in the negotiations for a
general peace may have an opportuni-
ty to sequaint themselves with the
princlples of such & psace ns now js
tolng established.”

At the expiration of the Indiocated
time," he declared, “the negotistions
must be resumed, disregarding wheth-
er or not other belligerents have join-
ed in the nogotiations or how many.”

FUNERAL SERNIGES TODAY
MRS, CORDELIA 6. ASTON

The funeral services for Mrs. Cor-
della (3, Aston, aged 88, who diell
Tuesday night at her home, No, 2
Aston place, were held at the Central
Methodist church this morning at
11:30 o'clock, Interment followed at
Riverside cemetery, Rev. Dr. Charles
W. Byrd, pastor of the church, of
which Mrs. Aston had longs been A
consistent member, officlated at the

services

The tollowlni Acted As Ihearers:
W. F. Randolph, James Wood, J.
W, Bluder, B, M, Les, B F. Chapman
and E, L. Ray. e

DUCK PIN GONTESTS
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American Bfﬁc-:ials
Sincerity of Peace Proposal

desirous  of making |

enter into no agreement with a gov-|

free will of the governed people. This |
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095 | Last
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Doubt

of Alsace-Lorraine, which ir regirded
heer as a condition that must be met
(a8 a prollminary to any peace agren-
'ment; an understanding declared by
PPresident thaoq in his message to
eongress. Tn the light of the extraor-
dinary efforts Germany has been muk-
|ing to rid those provinces of French
Inhabitants, It Is bhelisved here that
(Germany may propose a plebescite of
inhabitants, relying upon the vole of
German soldlers and  the imported
German demands are met. But offi-
¢lals note there i & reservation, al-
most inseparabla from German diplo-
mary, In the shaps of “guarantees’"
whioh Germany requires to insure the
execution of all theze complicated fac-
tors of the peate treaty.

From publie declarations of German
| statesmen and publicists, it is under-
stood that as "guarantees’” Germany
would insist o nretalning eontrel of
Belglum for an Indefinite period.

No New Nattonallthes,

The German Insistance that the
pledge to restore the political inde-
pendence of couritries ocoupled by the
central powers ghall not apply to na-
| tionmlitles which did not previously en-
Joy independence s regarded as almed
directly at the projected Pollsh state,
Fevn were such a stute credited ns a
result of the ‘g:l.t!l treaty It would
have to be on lines of the subject -
kingdom which Germany and Austria
already have oreated.

Tt 18 accepted by Washington offi-
cials that the central powers are pre-
pared to make every effort to reguin
control_of Russian trade and markets,
which are threatening to pass to
Ameriea in roturn for America's sub-
stantial assistance In the war.

B N N S N S S L N .

THE
VT

Atiantlo City ......

3
i

srmsnen

AUBUBRE .. ..5.i.ie amaissncll
BOMOR onsiruonsaneas aannse.i
BRERIS- ..liliis paisianpes]l
Charleston .

Charlotte

Cineinnats
Denver

Galveston .
Tacksonville
Kansan Clty
Knoxville
Loulsville
Memphin ..
Moblle ... .uia.

Nashville ........e0

New York ......e.. 12
(o 311 7.1 1 VSR —— | |
Portiand, Ore, ... is.ves 2o 88
Ralelgh . ... ... 1k
Richmond ... ....s sesasssrail

Halt lake CItY ..ccvees seccdd

Hun Aatonlo ....eciees wuiBB

Ban Franoieed ..vccievas oesBd

Bhrevepiirt ..sssuss ...-.....;I

Bt LOWIN .isiives srsvmnssll

WHmINELOH o\ vvevrrenrs sen 30 "
Note: Wind velooities of lum

miles an hour and amounts of precipliation
of lesa than .01 inch are not publiahed

herson.
Weathor Foreeast Till 8 p. m. Friday.
For Ashavilie ana vicinity! Falr and can-

cold tenight and

weather conditions

Tntonse antioyelenic
the

provall over ihe gremter portion of
copntry thin morning with two
centern_ of high pressure: onne over the
hwrﬂ&u

In the ’
wia i :nd I1I|W “';t o v o 4
Mountnin reglon. mom:
in the Mississippl vailey wnd colder In gu
Atlantle siates and the northwest with
tempeoratares ranging from 4 doxraes hw
saro to 18 degrees balow In Montans, -
oming and the Dekotas.

Normal temparaturs, 36 de

Normal precipltation, .14 ino!

‘River stage st § a. m., 0.3 feat

JT. R TA

valley snd the other over Monm- =

Ofticlal in. charge.

r York, Dec. 26 —S8por estton : s lovary system of transportation and|of ghem agreed that the government's precedunted bloodshed, shall be pre- | were of miuch interest to the large
middling 3160, et e tae g eyiinder  leeve. (he appurtenunces thersof locAted |Program us & whole met their expecta- | served wll ity integrity within | number of Apsctators present.
vilve motors were installed fn each! Wholly dr in part within the boundar. | tions, each of the countries with nw The soores for last night's games fol-
s tank to furnish the power (les of the econtinentnl United States| In the finuncial district bankers ex-|for littls und opp natl 1o, | Jow:

NEW YORK COTTON CLOSE. WThat n  without  questioh, the 0 consisting of rallronds, and own-|pressed valiof = thet the uncertainty| “The war cannot end without the|Hall ......... 81  §1  110— 292
York, Dec. 26.—Cotton clowed | grouiast compliment ever paid the 0 OF controlled systems of coastwiss |over tho situstion had been ended. |violated rights of those nationalities veniews 86 118  106— 800
\ . Open  (lose gleave.ynive motor. and is the crown- "04 inland transportation, en in president’s statement rmﬂm heing r»ww The R Miller . ..... 88§ 101 99— 2§8

s en eeoee oo 30066 30,53 e nohievement of n Jong list of nota. KeDoTsl transportation, whether op- nu-umd Jompe to Mho rail- de . that those Alport ....... 83 83 84— 260
ss seoen 2w 2086 2008 pie triumphs which Inciude, among orated by steam or by electric power, | roads will have the effsot of reassur~ muat & vory next peace tre _—— ——
e veiee ur 8085 29.53) Genora, the breaking of il world's rec-| nouding alto  terminals,  terminaljing holders of rallway securities, 1§ Total ......347 893  398e-1189
we v aeoee 30018 29014 Gi4e the neknowledgment by K. | Conipan and torminal associntions, | was neserted. of e :
s s ee ve o0 T80 37,98 e matoring dipciat that the Knuhtq:"";"*""r"':tﬂ: i o g:mm : pro. | Hoffman ..‘.li= 1“ :: :gg
: is suprome, establishment of & NoW hougas telegraph and telephone. lines Causo Headnche HAS ooveos
ABH GRAIN PRICES. Britiah record, establishmont of & new and all o(her equipment and. APPU T T Nesly ......i318 00 113 a5
 Dac, 26.-—Corn Nos, 2 and | Amorfean record, adoption by the' tenances commonly used upon or op-|lets remove Humphries . .. 80— 2!
ominal; No. 4 yellow 1858 !anlm‘l Omnibus company, and adop- erated aa o part of such rall or - |one “Bromo 7R i e AT 5
tlon hy the Fifth Avenus Hus compi- hined ralland water-system of trans-|signature on is.408
white 80@81; standurd ny and the Westeott Expross company portation; to the ¢nd that such $
sl ! of New York with 100 Willys-Knight temas of transportation be )
.&.‘l’&wj bll;lt,' 1.:‘0... taxicabs, :ﬂh.c LaSalle Hol;'lol'm‘ﬂﬂh :ﬁ.tﬂm and T o : '.‘“
h clovar 20,00 cumpany hicago with 1 Ilr- ir materinl Btales £06ms, 56 Or 4. §8.
24 %8 Knight cars” (1) o the oxtiuston so 1A _ month, ] m-!m-%:?

PSS PR SR _-L-'.\}"r'!' N
o




