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MISCELLANEOUS,

The Seeptical young Officer.

nﬂuﬁna.}‘nmwn,m.
Every one has remarked the mixed, and
often ill-assorted company which meets ina
public packet or The conver.
sation with all its variety, is commonly in.

'ali%tl, frequemly and insufferable.
Fe_Bre ex An opportunity
now and then occurs of spending an hour

in a manner not unworthy ‘of rational be.
ings ; and the iocidents of a stage.conch
produee or promote salutary impressions.

A few years ngo, one of these stages
which ply between our two principal cities,
was filled with a group which could never
have beendrawn together by mutual choice,
dn the company was a young man of so.
clal temper, aflable wmnnners, and consid.
erable information. His aceent was bare.
Iy sufficient toshow that the English was
not his native tongue, and a very slight pe.
culiarity in the pronunciation of the th as.
certained him to bo n Hollander, He had
varly entered into a military life : had borne
both a Dutch and French commission; had
scen real service, had travelled, was mas.
ter of the English language; and evinced,
by his deportment, that he was no stranger
to the socicty of genmtlemen. He had,
however, in o very high degree, a fault too
common among military men, and too ab.
surd o fiod an advocate minong men of
sensa ; he swore profinely and incessantly..

While the horses were changing, a gen.
tleman who sat on the same seat with him
ok him by the arm, and requested the fa.
vor of his company in a short walk. When
they werce so fur retired as not to be over.
heard, the former observed, ** Although |
have not the honor of your scquaintance, 1
perceive, sir, that your habjts and feelings
are those of a geatleman, and that nothing
can be more repugnant to your wishes than
giving unnecossary pain to any of your
caompuny.” Hestarted, and replicd, *‘most
certainly, sir! I hope [ have committed
‘no offeace of that sort.”

“You will pardon me," replied the oth.
er for pointing out an instance in which you
have not altogether avoided it.”

_* Sir," said he, “[ shallbe much your
debtor for so friendly an act; “‘for, upon
my honor, [ cannot conjecture ia what |
huve transfiressed.™ —

<A you, sir,"' - continued the former,

— M kgd-a very deat frierid to whom you wero

[

under unspeakabla obligation, should you
not be deeply wounded by any disrespect
1o him, or even by hearing his pame intro-
duced apd used with a frequency of repe.
titiowand a levity of air incompatible with
a regard due to his charneter 1 .

““ Undoubtedly, and I should not permit
it! but | know not that I am chargeable
with an indecorum to any of your friends.”

* Sir,my God is my best friend, to whom
I am under infinite obligations. I think
you must recotlect that you have very fre.
quently, since we have commenced our
journey, taken his name invain.  This has
given to me und to others of my company
cxeruciating pain.”

“Sir,” answered he, with ingenuous em.
phasis, ** I have done: wrong. | confess
the impropriety. 1 am ashamed of a prac.
tice which | am sensible has no excuse; but
I swear without being conscious that [ do
so, and, as you age next me in the seat, |
shall thank you to touch aiy elbow as often
as | trespass.” Thig wasdgreed upon; the
hgrn sounded, .and the travellers resumed
thei places.

Tn thespace of four or five miles the of-
ficer’selbow. was jogged every few seconds.
He always colored; but-bowed; and receiv-
cd the hint without the least symplom of
displeasure : and in a few ‘miles more, so
‘not an oath wl::l_shuard froin his lips for the
rest, which was the greatest part df the
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He was evidently more grave : and hav.
ing ruminated some time, after surveying
first one and then another of the-company,
tarned to his -admonisher; and addressed
himthus: | = ==
““ You are a clergyman, | presume, sir.”
“ [ am considered as such.” He paus-
ed ; and then 'with a smile, indicated his
disbelief inDivine revelation, in a way
which invited conversation on that subject.
““I have never been able to convince my-
.self of the truthf of revelation.” _
*“ Possibly not.  But what is your diffi.
culty I |
- 1 dislike the nature of ils proofs. They
are-so subtle; so distant ; Doh':f;pt in
inystery ; so meta ical, that y
and Ban arrive ot nzhmn eonclus:n."
““ T cannot admit the fact to be as you re-
presentit. My impressions are a

different. Nothing seems to me more plain | then, there are bad passions among men; | when the young 3 .
and popular; more level to every common | and if the object of Divine revelation js 10 | his theological friend, ‘I have studied 'all | whatis good or fll fors community. The | and ** abet™ in these evila? Do not
understa more remote from all cloudy | control and rectify them ; it follows, that a | religions, and have not beenable to satisfy | imperfections and weakness coniected with, [ y furnigh the means with o un.
speculation, or teasing subtleties than some | man to whom the, revelation -is proposed, | myself." 4 < |and characterizing all human institutions, | derstandiog of the use that is to be made of
dmpwmpm&mmm.ﬁﬁﬂ;hﬂhdmium.h exact pro-| *‘No, sir,” answered e, ““there is one | when properiy-c , show most con. | it, and witha t knowledge of itsef-
They are drawn from great aud incontest. | portion to the perverting influence of those | refigion Which*you have not yet studied.” | clusively, the i ;:tg fects 1 - nssuredly they do; and if they
ible facts; they are accumulating every |p - Aud were the human mind free | <“Pray, sir,” cried the officer, rouséd and | laws purer; of i {are not on " the whole favorable to intem. | per
hour.-_‘They have geowsi into such a mass corruption, therd is no reason what- |cager, “‘what is that " -~~~ mlylh‘l::lb : M-dw-mmﬁmw |
of evidence that the supposition of its false. 'cver to think that a moral & woul? "“The seligion,’ replied the other, ‘of scl-' maskind then what earth can dewize. A it, we ate unable to draw ™ Jegini, |
& -~ ¥ " T t 3 - . ]

bood is infinitely more incredible than any
one mystery in the volume of revelation,
oreventhan all their mysteries put together
Your inquiries, sir, appear to have been
unhappily directed—but what sort of proof
da you desire, nnd what would satisfy you!"

**Such proofls as accompany physical sci-
ence. This | .have always loved; for I
never find iv deceive me. T rest upon it
with entire conviction, There is no mis-
take, and can be no dispute in mathematics,
And if a revelation-comes from God, why
have we not such evidence for it as mathe-
matical demonstration 1"

“Sir, you are foo good a philosopher not
1o know: that the nature of its object ; that
if you break in upon its adaptation, you
have noevidence at all; secing that evi.
dence is no more interchangeable tian ob-
jects. If you ask for mathematical evi.
dence, you must confine yourself to mathe.
matical disquisitions. Your subject must
be quantity. If you wish to pursue a mor.
al investigation, you must quit your mathe.
matics, and confine yourself to moral evi-
dence. Your subject muat be the relations
whick subsist between inlelligent beings. It
would be quite as wise to apply a rule in
ethies to the ealeulation of an eclipse, as
to call for Euclid when we want to know our
duty, or to submit the question, “whether
God has spoken ' to the test of a problem in
the ¢onic sections. How would you prove
mathematically that bread nourishes men,
and that fevers kill them?. Yet you and
[ both are as firmly eonvineed of the truth
of these propositions, as ofiany mathemat.
ical demongtration whatever ; and should |
call them in question, my neighbors woul
cither pity me as cn idiot, or shut me up as
a madman. Itis, therefore, n great mis.
take 1 suppose, there is no satisfactory or
certnin evidenee but what is reducible to
mathcmaties,™

This train of reflection appeared new to
him. Yet; though staggered, he madean
effort to maintain his ground, and lamented
that the ‘‘ objections to other mades of ren
soning are numerois and perplexing, while
the mathematice! conclusion puts all scepti-
cism nt defiance.”

“ 8ir,” rejoined the clergyman, ‘“objec-

tions against a_thing fairly proved are of
no weight, The pegof rests upon our

Tknowledge, and the objections upon our ig-

norance. [t is tyue that moral demonstra.

tions and religious doctrines may be attack.

ed ina very ingenious and plausible man.

ner, because they involve questions on which

our ignorance is greater than our knowl.

edge ; but still our knowledge ix knowl:

cdge, or in other words, our certninty is

certninty.  In mnthematical reasonir  our

knowledge is greater than our ign rance.

When you have proved that the three an.

gels of every triangle are equal to two right
mneels, there is an end of doubt; because

there nre no materials for ignoranee to work

up into phantoms ;-but-yeur knowledge s
reatty more certain than your knowledge on

any other subject. :

“There is also a deception in this mat-

ter. The defoet complnined of is supposed

to existin the nature of the proof ; whereas

it oxists, for the most part, in the mind of
the inguirer. 1t isimpossible tqtell how far

the inflaence of human depravity obscares

the light bf human reason.™

At the mention of ““depravity,”-the of.

ficer smiled, and seemed ipclined to jest :

probably suspecting, as iy common with

men of that class, that his antagonist was

going to retreatinto his creed, and intrench

himsell behind a to€hpical term, instead |
of an argument.  The triumph ‘'was prema.
ture,

“ You donot imagine, sir," s9id he, con.
tinuing hiséjisf.'oursc to the ofiicer, “you
o pot unfigine that a man who has been
long addicted to stealing, feels the force of

of tried honesty If you hesitate, proceed
a step further-— You do not imagine that an
habituated thief Teels as much abhorrence
of his own trade and character, as a man
who never committed an act of theft in his
whole life. And you will not deny that
the practie of any crime gradually weak.
ens, and Froquently destroys the sense of
i turpitade.  Thisisastrong fact; which,
as a philosopher, you are bound to explain.
To me it is clear as day, that his vice has

ble, that the considerations which once fill-
ed him with horror, produee now no more
impression- upon-him than they would upon
a horse.  Why! Haa the vice changed?
No. The vice is as pernicious, and the
considerations are as strong as ever. Bt
Fhis power of perceiving truth is diminished;
rand diminished by his vice ; for, had he
not fallen into it, the copsiderations would
have remained ; and- (should he be saved
from it,) they would resume their original
foree upon his mind.  Permit yourself, for
one mement (o reflect how hard it is to per.
suade men of the virtues of others against
whom 'they are prejudieed! You shall
bring no proof of the virtues which the pre.
judice shall not resist or evade. Remove
the prejudice and the proof appears invinci-
ble. Why?! Have the virtues changed?
has the proof been strepgtheped? No.
But the power of perceiving truth:is in.
ereased ; or which is the same thing, the
impediment 10 perceiving is taken away. If

| able, take the-two following instances :

reasoning against theft as strongly as a man Lof parts.

| debauched his intellect x for it is indispiita. | ion that space is infinitely divisible 1"
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uot be as conclusive as a mathematical ar- ’
gument is now ; and that the principles of
moral and religious science would not com.
mand au. asirot as instantapeous opd per-

mathematical axiom<."
Afer a short pause, in which no reply

the company revealed their sentiments, the
clergvinan proceeded.

« But what will you say, sir, should I en-
deavor to turn the tables upon you, by show.
ing that the evidence of your physical sci.
ence is not without its difficulties ; anl that
objections can be urged against mathymati.
cal demonstration more puzzling ard un.|o
answerable than any objectionsagaiot mor.
al evidence 1" .

“] shall yield the cause; but [ am sure
that the condition is impossible.”
“Let us try,” said the other.

“[ begin with a common casc  The
‘Newtonian system of the world is so per.
feetly settled that no scholar presumes to
question it. Go, then, to a pesant who
never heard of Newton nor Copemicus, nor
the solar system, and tell him that the cg‘lh
moave§ round its axis and round the §tn.
He will stare at you to see wheher you be
not jeering him ;_and when he sees you nre
in earnest he will laugh at you for a fool.
Ply him, now, with your mathematical and
astrofiomical reasoning.
you that he believes his own eyedight that
tells him the sun moves round the earth.
And as for the earth’s turning round upos
her axis, he will say that ‘“ he has oftey
hung a kettle over the kitchen fire at night

was hanging there still, but had the earth
turned round, the kettle would have been

floor.”  You are amused with the peasant’s |
simplicity, but you cannot eonvince him.— ¢
His objection is, in hi= own eyes, insur.
mountable ; he will 1well ‘e n&:?r to his
neighbors as a good storv, and they will
agree that be fuirly shut the philtmphﬂr'q!

ant was introduced into the middle of a
matured science, and that not having learn.
ed its element, he was unsupplied with the
Erinciplea of correct judgment.” True:

ut your solution has overthrown yourseclf.

doctrine of Christianity, lets of a small ob.
jection and runs away laughing at the folly,
or railitig at the imposture of all who ven.
ture to defend a Divine revelation; he
gathers his brother unbelievers, and they
unite with him in wondering at the weak-
ness or the impudence of Christians. He

i in the very situation of the peasant. He
bolts into the heart of a grand religious

system ; he has ncver adverted fo;its. first
principles, and then he complains that the
gvidence is bad But the fault in neither
chse lies in ihe evidence : it lies in the ig.
norance or obstinacy of the objector. The
peasant’s ground is as firm as the infidel’s.
The proof of the Newtonian system is to
the former as distant, subtle, and cloudy,
as the proof of revelation can be 4o the lat-
ter ; and the objectionof the one isas good
as the objection of the. other. If the dé.
pravity of mell had asmuch interest in per.
suading them that the earth is nof globular,
and does not move round the sum, asit has
in persuading them that the Bible is not
true, a mathematical demonstration would
fuil of converting them, although the demon.
strator were an angel of God! .
““ But with respect to the other point,
viz : that there are objections to mathemat.
ical evidence more puzzling and unanswer-

Tt is mathematically demonstrated that
space is infinitely divisible: that is, hasan
infinite number of parts; a line, then, of
half an inch long, has an infinite number
Who does not see the Tsurdity
of this? Try the difficulty an.ther way.
It requires some portion of time to pass

any portion of space.
inch has an infinite number of parts, it re.

time for a moving point to pass by the in.
finite number of parts: consequently it re-
quires an elernity ¢ or something like it, to
move half aninch™ =
— 4 But, sir, the officer, ‘*you
do not deny the accuracy of the demonstra.

“ Not in the least, sir; [ perceive no
flaw in the chiin of demonstration, and
yet] Pemeivn the: result to be infinitely ab-
surd.’ -

Agnin: it is mathematically demonstra.
ted that a straight light, callled the asymp-
totz of the hyperbola, may —eternally ap-|

can never meet it.  Now, all demonstra.
tions are built upon axioms, an axiom rmust
always be plainer than a demonstration ;
and to my judgment isns plain, that if two
lines continually approach, they shall meet,
as that the whole is “gréater than its

a demonstration directly in the teeth of ‘an
axiom, and am equally incamlo of deny-
ing eithar side of the contradiction.

“ 8ir," exclaimed the officer, clapping
his, hayls’ together, “I own | am beat,

n'?\
,;hsilhmp,ofs;::le mifiites succeeded ;
ilitary traveller said to

- e |
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was mide by the officer,"tnd the looks of | grave.
have yet to study.

The officer put his hands upon his face ;
then languidly clasping thém, let them
fall down ; forced a smile, and said with a
sigh, ** We must follow what we think
best.” His bepaviour afterward was per-
Nothing furtheris known

and when he came back in the moruing, it|it?

{ree.

be formed.

fectly decorous.

f him.

Reader have yon ** studied the religion
of salvation through the redemption of the
If 8o, you must have been
deeply convineed of the necessity of salva.
tion—of the utter impossibility,of obtain.
ing it by your own exertions. or by those-
of any other/ereature—of its being only to
be found through faith in Him whom God
has exalted 1o be a Prince and a Saviour
—and of its being not only fully adequate
to the wants of the most needy of the hu-
man family, but also perfectiv free to the
most vile and worthless.
tained an interest in this precious salva.
tion ! You are a debtor to sovereign grace.
Flesh and blood have not imparted it to
He will answer|vou, but the life.giving Spirit of Gaod.
Hold fust—grow in-grace—endure to the
end ; for in due time you shall reap
faint not. ! _

But are you ignorant of this great salva.
tion? doyou neglect it? do you dospise
It is made kpown with great plainness
in the Beriptures—be assarced that its im.
portanee shall one day be rELT, and that
turned over, und the mush spilled over the | those wlo despise it shall be lightly esteem.
ed—il mintérested therein, you perish

Sonof God 1

ternath,

[ Froan tor Wostern.Caralinn Temp. Advocat
There am 5 fuips few words of commbn
mouth. You miay reply, that *‘ the peas. | use in the English language leas understond
s 10 their resd wicaning, or more vagyely
intorpreed by the mass of mankind, than
the one a1 be hoad of this article.

Liberiv, in its most indefinito and exten.
ded sen« s known only in name ; exists,
A free-thinker, when he hears somo great | so faras it concoras mortels hore, only in,
tha imagination ; a
song—a hobby for thé funatical demagogue,
ora kind of ignus fatuus for the fubuligt
and psuedo philanthrophist, but no where is
it to be found in reality.
be conceded so far as it relates to liberty as
synonymous with freedom, considered in
opposition to necossity.
irreveraible laws binding vs down to cer-
tain courses, and restricting our operations,
none will deny; and while these laws,
whether they belong to our physieal or mor-.
al natures, continue to-act upon us, our lib.
erty is restrained and we age notperféctly.|
If_we. consider the word as imn
plying-freedom in opposition to slavery, it
then becames a question how far our na.
tures under the irrévoeable laws which gov.
ern them are susceptible of disenthralment?
In all eases, then, when we use the word
liberty, we use in a comparative nnd re.
Full and perfect liberty, |
belongs only to Omnipotence.
men, there are nooperations whatever, but
guch as areé restrained by some law ; nud
whether that law exists ex necessitate ret, or
whettier it exists in reference to certain cir.
cumstan s growing out of, and dependent
upon the different relations of society, it
notonly restrains,but classifies our opera.
tions, so that we have as principal divisions,
natural, civil and moral liberty. Natural
liberty consists simply in not being restrain.
ed in any way from doing whatever we
have a will and power to Ju.

Civil fiberty s well defined to consist
“in not being restrained by any law but
what conduces in a greater degree to the
Then asyour hatf | public welfare.™ To do what we will, is
And to do only what is
quires an infinite number of portions of [ conducive to the public ‘good,iscivil liberty,

which is indéed the enly liberty-that can
reasonably be.derired in civil society. —
Thero isnecessarily a relinquishment of a
portion'of our nataral rights and- fibesties
before a statc of civil and social society can
A man may doubtless wish to
_ldoas hiepleases, but he must remember that
every other man has the same natural rights
and perhaps in this particular the same wish
with himself, and for all to attempt to do
as they please; would thréw so much nppo.
sition, and so many hindrances in the way
of each individual, that his happiness” apd
liberty would-be-far Jess than il the whole
proach-the curve of -the-hyperbola;-and yet | community were under the dominion of just
The benefits to be de.
rived from an organized state of civil socig.
le. To enjoy these bene-
fits, it becomes pecessary for us to relin.
quish onour part, those natural rights which'
were required to be given up in order to
part. Here, therefore, Infn fixed. I have |form such a state of society in the firsy
instance. Strictly speaking, therefore, no
man has any right to do-what Is in any way
incompatible with the good of the commu.-
nity in which he lives. An actis not ¢ivilly
right mercly because the civil law dogs not
completely beat. I have nothing more to [gcondemn it.  All human laws from the
B " | soarce Trom whence ey emanate, are ne.
cessarily imperfect; besides, they are main.
ly enacted upon. a previous knowledge of

stricted senso,

natural liberty.

and equitable laws.

vation through the Redemption of the Son of
Giod : the religion which will sweeten your
pleasures, and soften your sorrows, -which
will give peace to your conscience, and joy
emptory as thai which is commanded by| to your heart; which will bear you up un.

der the pressure of cvils here, and shed the
light of immortality on the gloom of the fmoral obligation, He wills that only which

This religion, I'

tv are incalculable.

lieve sir, you

Have you ob.

ject of the poets

"This will readily

That there are

these laws are to be found in that which
prescribes, defines and regulates our moral
liberty, which eonsists simply in doing what
is compatible with the will of God. This
I indeed, all the liberty that any man has.
The will of God, is the foundation of all

is compatible with the good of the, whole;
and the good of the community, as such, is
the good of each individual who compos.
c:‘lil. -

We have been Jed to these remarks by
the fact that one of -the most common ob-
jections urged agdinst the temperance refor-
mation,.is upon the ground that it is sup.
posed to be infavorable to our individual
rights and I:ri\'i!nges. It is amusing, notto
say ridiculous, to hear the vaporing of
some anti-temperance men about their be-
ing a *freeman,” havinga “right to do as
they please,” and their determination not
to “* give up their liberties.” They beesme
excecdingly patriotic when this subject is
agitated, from the same canse that a certain
Demetrivs onco did in Ephesus when St
PPaul preachied there:  If these men prevail,
our craftisin danger! From the same cause
that influenced certain men once at Philip-
pi who had a scrvant ‘“possessed of the
spirit of divination,” and *‘brought her
master much gain by sooth saying.” When
the apostle in the narfie of Christ, cast the
deviloit of her; hermgsiersdiw that the hope
of their gain was gone and immediately rais.
ed the hoe and cry in behall of Cwesar.—
The truth is, that they wish to continue their
practices of making, vending and drinking|
ardent spirits; and wish to do it under the
sanction of public opinion; and any cfforts
which may b& likely to turn public opinion
against them will be met with all the ener.
givs they arc eapable of mastering.

Under a “proper construction of moral
liberty, (the only liberty man has) no one
hns a right to do what is in itself wrong, or
what would in any wise tend to the injury of
others; and as the friends of the temper.
ance reformation have often been  accused
df intentions unfavorable to the rights and
liberties of the countey, it may not be
amiss to take briefly, into eonsideration,
the course of the maker and vender of
ardent spirits, and see if the infringement
on rights, be not on their part, instead of
ours, And first. — The-makerand vender,
are favorable to the common use of spirits,
and knpwingly, take meagures to secure
their consumption. But, secondly, they
know that the common use ol spirits is
most geverally, if not invariably, followed
by imcn:rcram;c. Therefore, the maker
and vender of ardent spirits, are, on the
whole, favorable to fntemperance, and
knowingly, take measures to produce if !

Our first and second propositions will not
be gseriously denied; and if they be admit.
ted, or'can be proved true, the corollary
will follow s a matter of course.  We do |
'not pretend to say thatthe maker and ven.
der of ardent spirits are favorable to intem.
perance in the nbstract, but we do say that
they are favorable to the common use of the
article with a perfect knowledge of its ef-
feets, and when men ehoose  means which
they know lead to certain ends, and to be
inseperably connected with those ends, they
are considered as-choosing - the —ends also:
In this way are we to understand the doe.
trine of the Bible, that men choose death
in the errors of their ways. 'They are not
supposcd to choose death abstractly consid.
ered, but they choose the means which lead
to death, klll’.‘l\\’ilig that the means and end
are inseperable.  We hold, therefore, the
maker and vender, as not only on the whole
favorable to intemperance, and knowingly,
taking measures to produce it, but as ac-
cessary ‘o the multiplied crimes committed
under its influence.  T'o be an nccessary to
a crime, according toa Walker, isone ** that
not being priocipal, contributes to- it It
may, perhaps, however, be best explained
by the language of the law, as laid down
by some cminent jurists.

Bracestoxs, if we recollect rightly, de.
fines it somehow in this way: “ Anacees.
sary, is ho'who-is notthe ehicl’ actor in the
offence, nor présent at its performagnce, but
is in some way connected therein, - either
before or after the act commitled,™

Cuirry, whose authority is little, if any,
inferior 10 Blackstone, is more specific, He
says, " ANWaccessary before the faet, is he
that being absent at the time of the actial

stls, commands, ineiles, or abets another
to commit it.” o

And agnin he remarks, that * whoever
procures a felony to be committegd, though
through the intervention of a third person,
without any personal communication with
the principal, is an accessary before the
fact.” -

- Sir Matrew [1aLz, defines it substan.
Hinlly the same as do Blackston and Chitty.
Foster in his * Crown Law," says, that the
best writers agree ‘¢ that persons procuring
or even consenting beforchand are acees.
saries before the fact,”

- Now in the light of these plain law max.
ims, we nsk what relation cE: the makers
and venders of ardent spirits sustain to the
train,. of dire exils which are constantly
flowing out from the common use of the

oected ? Do theynot ** procure,” *“ incite,”

perpetration of the felony, pracures, coun. -

rl
|
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mate inferences from the clearest and most
unquestionable date.  The infringement on

¢ rights™ and *“ liberties,™ is on their part.

Toey make inroads on the peace, quietness
and good order of society, and are con.
stantly engaged in a course directly at war
with the civil and moral iaterests of the
country.

The various cxcuses offered by the ma.
kers and venders.of ardent spirits, for con-
tinuing their business we will notice hére.
after; for the present, we drop the subject,
but we are by no means done with it.

From “Chronicles of Life,” by Mrs. C. B. Wilson.

The Truant Masband.

“The painful vigil may I never know
That anxions watches o'cr a wandering heart.”
Mags. Trand.

It was past midnight , and she st leaning |
her pale cheek on her hand, counting the
dull ticking of the French elock that stood
on the marble chimney.picee, and over and
anon lifting her weary eye 1 its dial to
mark the laps¢ of another hour. It was
past midnight, and yet he returned not!
She arose, and taking up the lamp, whose
pale ravs alope illuminated the solitary
chamber, proceeded with noiseless step to
a small inner apartment,  The curtains of
his little bed were drawn aside, and the
voung mother gazed on her sleeping child !
What & vivid ecvntiost did il glowing
check and smiling brow present, as he lay
in rosy slumber, to the faded, yet beaptiful
face that hung over him in tears) ** Will
he resemble hisfather 7 was the thought that
passed for a moment through her devoted
heart, and asigh was the only answer!

"Tis his well known knock—and the
steps of the drowsy porter echoed through
the lofty hall, as with a marmur on his li[:u,
he drew the massy bolts and admitted his
thoughtless master.  ** Four o'clock, Wil
lis, is it not!™ and he sprang up the stairs,
ense—another moment he Is in the cham+!
ber—in her arms! | e

No reproaches met the truant husband,
none—save those she could not but spare
him, in her heavy gye, and faded check—
yet these spoke to lis heart.

"Julin,ﬁmvc been a wandering hus
band."

‘“ But you are come now, Charles, and
all iswell.™ - -

Aund all was well, for, from that hour,
Charles Danvers became an altered man,
Had his wife met him with frowns and sul.
len tears, he had become ‘a hardened libers
tine ; but her affectionate caresses, the joy
that danced in her sunken eye, the hoetio

flasls that lit up her pallid eheck at his

proach were arguments he could not with-
stand,  Married in early lifie, while he feit
all the ardor, but not the estcem of love ;
posscssed of o splendid foctune, and havs
ing hitherto had the cntire command of his
own pleasires, Danvers fell into that com.
mon error, of newly married men—the
dread of being controlled.  In vain did his
parcnts who Edwld “With sorrow the res
rrnqchm'nmi misery he wag heaping up for
vimsell’ in afiér life, remonstrate ; Charles
Banvers turned a deaf ear to advice, and
pursted,; with companions every way un.
worthy of his society, the path of folly if
not absolute zuilt.  The tavern, -the club
room, the race course, o often left his
wife a solitary mourncr, or a miz
watcher, '

Thus the first three years of their weds
ded lifie had passcd—to him in fevered and
restless pleasure, to her in-blighted hope or
murmuridg regret.  But this vight erown.
od the patient forbearance of the neglected
Julia with its just reward, and gave the
death blow to folly inthe bosom of Danvers.
Returning with disgust from the losses of
the hazard table, her meekness apd long.)
sulfering touched him to the soul ; the filn!
fell from his eyes, and Viee, in ber own'
hideous deformity, stood unmasked before
him. ;
Ten years have passed since that solita.
ry midnight, when the youog matren bent
in téars over her sleeping boy. - Behold her
now! 8till in the pride of womanhood,
surrounded by their cherub faecs, who are
listening ere they go to rest to her sweel

‘voice, as itpours forth 1o tho sccompanis—

ment of her harp an evenic of joy

and melodv wrl':ile 1 man!;rgfu?ul:gk bend.

ing over the music page to_hide the tears
of happiness and triumpih that springs from

a swelling bosom, as he contemplates the

interesting group.  Youthful matrons! ye

who watch  over o woadering, perhaps

erring - heart—wflen a reproach trembles
upon your lips towards a truant husband,

imitate _Julin Danvers, and remember,

though hymen has chains, like the sword of
Harmodius, they may be coveral wihi flow.

ers, that unkindness and irritability-do but

harden, if not wholly estrange the heart—

while on the eontrary patience and gentle-

ness of manner (ns water dropping on ihe

flinty rock will in time wear into softnoss)

seldom fail to reclaim to happiness and vir.

tue the Truant Husband.

Dears o & Davxgagn~The Boston
Journal gives an account of a man mamed
Kelsey, whohad been missing fourteen days,
and was finally found with a jug-of brandy
by his head !  Hehad been with

night -
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