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commercial emporiums, and the keys to our

most valuable resources ofevery kind, must
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JlUliaw. o J .1 .i ..1 and phn rnlpr..ita inn nauiiiia. wiwi
i. hn lieen urired bb an objection to the

further orosress of the works heretoforepro- -

jected for the defence oi our exiuuaivo w.u.

L.tt for the defence of our extensive sea
J . . I ... ..MKlmanto in lh IIMcoast, tnai tne rewuicra -

r . . .i.. m awm nnviuauuu. anu
Ol Sicuni . o - ,
.u - .n.t;mt nn nrthe same powenuireu -r- r.-- , i,nr
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change in the system of coast defence, as
well as of maratime War in general. It is

true that the mental activity, characteristic
of the ago in every other art and science,

has not been less iruiuui in supgciiB -

provements in the art of war, the vaiue ot
- .... 1 1.. I ld.M Insome of whicn nas aireauy

practice, and doubtless others win in time
prove equally successiui. 111 no ucjim
of public affairs may the natural connexion

and depcndcncebetwcenauinesciencesaii.1
inventions ot arts JM more Dcnenciany 11.

lust rated than in the improvements of the
means of national defence. That the cause
of humanity will be promoted in proportion
as the existing systems and means of defen-

sive warfare by new improve-mcnt- sr

in afford ing to greater"
security to the independent enjoyment of .

their own acquisition and forms of society

and government ; in putting the weak upon

a more equal footing with the strong ; in
tendering wars less frequent, and allowing

all the arts of peace to flourish in uninter-

rupted vigor, cannot be doubted. It is a
source ol much grauucauoii 10 uuwno ;
several gentlemen of high professional ois-lincti-

in the arrmy are employing them-selv- es

in these appropriate studies. But

while, in carrying forward the plans ueviseu
in former years, duo regard should be had
to the 'improvements alreudy introduced in
the means of delence, ana, as mr

to such modifications as may be

rendered necessary by future discoveries,
we must take care, by the most efficient ap
plication of the menus already known anu
approved, not to lose the advantage of pre- -

sent security.
Tbe array of well authenticated facts and

results of pust experience, anu me wen

reasoning founded upon t!im,exhib;
itcd in the report of the board of officers

referred 16 in "the accompanying letter of
the Chiefof tiro Corps of fcnginceitf,Tippeaf; .

1,1 hn"nnclusive in favor of completing tho

system of defence therein rceonnnendcd.so
for, at least, as w place tne cuuiurv m w

is denominated a good slate oi qeienv
preparation against any sudjen occurrence
of war.' To this extent tho completion of
the works heretofore projected mayoe re.
warded as indispensable, however uciectivo
they may be as a perfect system ol national
delence. It will be seen from the estimates

stated in the report alluded to, that to effect

that object will require an appropriuuw.
$9,693)47 upon the fortifications, and

$2 493,000 for the armaments, making to-

gether the sum of $12,186,547. The obli-

gation of the Government to apply this sum

to the objects contemplated as speedily as

the nature arid due permanence of the seve.
ral constructions will admit, is rendered

imperative and absolute by every consider.
nfiV and public honor.

It is estimated by the Chief bngmeer thai,

the sum of $1,435,500 can be judiciously.

and most beneficially applied upon ineso
essential works of defence during the re
mainder of the present year, in auuwuu u.
the appropriations heretofore made for the
same objects. Tho expenditures in this

branch of the service haye been more con-

siderable in the current quarter than usual,

and hence the additional appropriations

iskiJ foFafVIirger than they wouU liaViT
i .....rnnlinarv circumstances. How

...1 u l.uv. . - J . ,. tu5SeT!rtmippi-a- a r... .!., cmn nfter the of your

of
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iQf

nnr
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immediate and lamented predecessor, all

the means at the disposal of this department

wore directed to be employed upon tlio

and other works for the protoc-tio- n

of Ihe Atlantic frontier, inthe manner

deemed best calculated to produce the great-

est possible efficiency in the shortest time.
Tt,: nnneared to be called for by the

--nraentedd-thrCT

rein relations. WWeine wnui w

resources at the disposal ot tnis amnvi
for this service were thus ordered to be ap
plied to such unfinished worns as couiu oo

made available, in wnoi ui ... -r-

easonable time, it is proper to state, in this

connection , that directions were at the samo

time given to supply, wunom uuiaj, u

works already completed with their appro

priate armament.
The promptitude .and liberality with

.l.J..h tlin Governor of New JJfork and tlio -
Commissioner of public lands i0. that Slate,
responded to the recent application oi iu
Department to bo put in possession of the
,rlc. constructed on Statcn Island, under

the supervision and at the expense oi uiui.

State, for the defence of New York harbor,

deserve the thanKs oi too
should be further acknowledged by the im

mediate appropriation of tne sum ocmano- -

cd as a compensation ior tuo grouuu uj..
whieh they are situated, tne woras aie
-- rterr, nni Ail of ffreat importance to tbe ob

ject for Vhicb they were designed , and they

are how in a course oi auu i"""- -

mfidtr under the direction ot cuH"-o- fl

of the corps of engineers. The cor

respondence between this aci)wu.K..-t-he

Governor of New York, and the report

of tlie Chief Engineer win snow

upon which the title to, this property wifl be.... .V I C.a.vested in tne Lnutu
It will be seen from the' accompanying

report from the Ordnance Department, that
additional appropriations for thataer-vic- e

some
are believed to be important to the pub.

lie interest. The amount called for js S220,

000. The importance of the operations of

this department, and its immediate connex-

ion with the national defence, in providing
and otlicr munitions,guns,

s,

will at once oe .perv:iFv
ft a ivwmuflrT that the attention of Con- -

gress ahould be galled to the policy recently

adopted in the management of, the public ar.
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