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the intensity of his feelings. !
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inquiringly.
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 him foel it more dcutely-in his absence. || It

| however dearthey were, he resolved to leave

—amenty but alas! he was a stranger and hi

. rently about forty ye
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Charles Elfiston
: mpson was almost as beautiful
as his own Helen, yet he remained faithful
to the latter, and could but think of the for.
mer only as a sister.

Five years had rolled by, and he had
now become rietor of the  estab-
lishment which he had entered as an errand
boy<=Mpr. Thompson having retired from

1 must leayé this place to-night; I can | business. - One evening he was sitting in

. bear thelr marked neglect and open taunts
- no longer,™ said Charles Elliston, and he
lef€ thie richly furnished parlor, where, with
some (ashionable gucsts, said Mrs. Merton
and ber eldest  davghter, and went forth
into the gaeden.  ‘“Yes, -1 must go,” he
continued, ** no one cares for me; and why
should they for the poor penniless being,
whoge very ongin is unknown. Alas;how
hard it is to be thus cast upon the _world
friendless, and  beloved by none! he
buried his face in his hands, overcome with

one, Charles!” said a clear silvery
behind him, nnd nbhand was gently
vhis shoulder;  He started, and turo.
| d“id: | 1 J

es, yes, Helen, pardon me, I spoke
' Iz. You still Iul\ru " he added

.

1 do, Chiirles, and my father—"
¢ Yes, your father, my noble bénefactor
Helen, be still loves me.” :
“*Then why | leave us, Charlds 7| she
wsaid in a tendér tone. } » X
% Because, Helen, youknow T have heen
.nh'cul:'iy the “eausc of .rmuch rl]l'ﬁti’llliﬁl;‘l in
your family~God forbid that [ sholild le so
any longer! And besides, Tclen, you know
eulln-utuwm'l have reeeived from your
mothér and sisters;, [ haye borne it out
of respect to your father and love to you
but I'can bear it no more. +will go fbrih
into the world in hopes of building up athr.
‘tune, and say olen, if 1 should be sucepss.
ful aod return, will you—" |
¢ [ywill love you still,” she suid in!t-l'rllupt.
ing hith. ““Oh, 1 will always love you,
Charles.™ . -
“ Farewell!" said he, and imprinting o
kiss upon her rosy lips, he tore himsclluway.
In agother hour;, he quitted that  hauso
where he had spent so many happy days
with [lelen. i
Charles Elliston was a dependent on the
bourity of . Mr. Merton.  He had-found him
wne day, when about four years old, wan.
dering about the streets of the eity, a lost
child.| ITe kindly took him home, and used
every gndeayor 10 discaver his prrents—but
10 na purpose. At last, finding his inqui.
ries wore uselass, heraised and eduented
him as his owni | Unlike her husband,; Mrs.
Merton was of la| proud aristocratic  spirit,
and could not behr oné whose birth wus so
undertiin as was that 6 young Elliston—
She had dffiusedigsome of this spirit into her
cldest ' daughters; but Helen, the youngeést,
like her fdther, posgessed a noble and kind
heart ; aud tooked ouly with compassion
updh the poor neble youth. e was now
about geventeen years of age, and the in.
sults that were heaped upon him, were felt
w\r‘créfy. 1t is true, when Mre. Merton was
present, none dare show the least disrosptet
towards Him; but this only served to make

was on this very mentioned evening, that a
;New inaull had| bten otferedd to him, and |he
determined not/té live avother day whére
ho was exposed’ to them. Nor, would it
have causcd himfa feeling of regret had} it
not been for Mr. Merton and’ Helen ; but

them. | He left, o, without informing Mr.
Merton, for he well knew-he would not!lbe
the author of discord in that funily, where
dwelt the only two on carth that he could
call his fricnds.

It wbs near theclose of a summer day
that a steam.bodt|/touched the wharf of one
u‘f' our Southern eities, and from its crowd.
ef¥ decks poured o stream of weury travgl.
lérs, eager oncd dgain toset foot upon land.
‘Among the last who stepped on shore wasa,
tall vouth-with a valise in his hand, who,
walking slowly [from the landing, bent his
way toward the shipping ware-houscs, along,
the wharves.

no  secommendations. With a dejectet
mien, and sorrowful step, he was about giv-
ing upiall hope, when he came to a large
warehouse, where sat'a gentleman appa.
of age. To the
youth'’s enquiry whether he was the head;of
the establishment, he replied in the affirm.
ative, — {

“What do you wish my lad?" he in.
quired, . !

* Do you want|a llad to assist jn your
store !/ 1 have oo recommendations’ to offer
yoi," he continved modestly. ““1 have
just arrived in the steam:bbat from the
North, and have neither friends nor money.
I cannot even buy a lodging for the niglit;
and seeing the merchant’ look incredu.
lous at him, he-could contain himself ‘no
longer, but said imploringly, ‘¢ Oh, sir, do
ot refuse,” and tears trickled down his
chetks. ] '

The' merchant, touched by his grief, and
convineed by’the openness of his manner,
Hesitated for a moment; and finally took
“him fo his home. | A few days proved the
truth of the youths story, and he was em-

‘at onee by his. benefactor. In the
course of time he arose by degrees, until he
became head clerk in the establishment ‘of
Mr. Thompson.  He also, by his amiable-

: » with whom he still

i Youod L, and e loved Bt

He was in search of employ. |
?‘lclcn's hand ; and even her proud mother

familiar convepsation with the family, when
Mrs, T. after looking stendfastly at Charles
for séme time, remarked how much Emma
and he resenibled each other.

“Yes,” suid her busband, *“ I have often
ebserved it; they look as much alike as
though they were really brother and sister.
Our lost Charles—poor little fellow! could
not be more like Emma.™

““Your Gharles! | never knew you had
‘any other child than Emma,  said he; when
did he die 1" ' :

“ Would to God he had died ! exclaim.
ed Mrs. Thompson,  then would 1 have
known he was in Heaven ;) but now, per.
haps, if he still lives, he may be buffeted
about by strungers, whose hard hearts can
scldom leel like a parent’s;” then she gave
vent to her feelings, in tears.

¢ He was lost!” then inquired Charles.

*41 You," said Mr. Thompson, *“about
scventeen years ago, I and Mary journeyed
North for the benefit of her health, and to
visit some friends in New York city, took
with us our little Charles, who was scarcely
four years old, and then our only child.—
We brrived thére in safety, and after stay-
ing with our friends some time, set out on
our return home. - Anxious to prsecute
our journcy, we immediotely on our arrival
in Philadclphia, took the steam.boat to pro-
ceedd dircetly ons 1 went to/see to the safe.
tv of the baggage, thinking that my Mary
and C harles - were in the cabin, but what
wus my surprise, when on going into the
cabin sometime after the boat had left the
wharf; to” ind Mary there alone! She
thought I bad Charles with me; and she
swouncd away when I informed her I had
not.  We searched the boat over but no
Charles eould be found—and then it struck
us that he must have wandered on shore
before the boat left the wharf, and conse-
quently was left behind,  How harrowing
were our thoughts, to think that the distance
was incroasing between us and our dearly
beloved child.  But there was a thought still
more distressing—perhaps he had fallen
overbotrd, unseen, and had been drowned !
However, I determined on arriving at New
Orleans, and ledving Mary with her friends
and relatives, to return again 1o Philadel-
phin, and spare no pains mor expense in
teving to discover his fate; but the great
mental exeitement, angd bodily fatigue I had
undercone, threw me into'a.fever on the
way, and it was several months before 1
recovered. - When 1 did, and arrived in
Philadelphia, no trace could be discovered
of our child, and never since have we heard
any thing concerning  him,—but God be
|||‘:~|}h"-.'li,‘Lfllllll'l'.'rel he has given us a son in
you!"
¢ But was there no mark by which he
could have been known, if he had been'left
behind as you supposed I" asked Charles
cagerly,

“* Yes, there were scars of a dog’s tecth
on his left wrist, and besiges, he wore a
locket—a birth-day present by his-father,——
around his neck, with ¢ Charles’ engraved
on it,” said Mrs. Thownpson, with tears in
her eyes. =

“ 'Then father, mother,-said *Charles,
baring his arm and drawing from his bosom
n locket, which hé threw into Mrs. Thomp.
son’s lap, “ behold your long lost son !™
For an instant they stood amazed—the
next they were locked in each other’s arm’s;
then turoing to Emma, he for the first time
pressed to his bosom a sister.,

How different was his situation now, from
the day on which he first set foot in the ¢ity
of New Orleans! Then he was poor and
friendless, with scarce a place to rest his
head ; now he was wealthy, surrounded by
friends, and blessed with a father’s, moth.
er’s, and sister’s love. Hecould claim now
Lwhat the noble father would not have re.
fused to the poor youth, had he asked it,

' would not object to receiving for her son-in-
law the heir to the richest merchant in N.
Orleans - ‘ " *

Mirth and music resounded throughout,
and gladness reigned predominant in the
splendid mansion of Mr. Merton. It was
the birthnight ball of his lovely and accom.
plished daughter, Helen, given in honor of
her nineteenth birthday; and the magnifi-
cent saloons were thronged by youth and
beauty, and the elite of the metropolis. All
paid willing homage to her fascipating
charms. Nor beneath their fervent con-
gratolations did there lurk aught of malice
or envy, for the sweet disposition and gen-
tle manners of Helen Merton had the good
will of all who knew her. And now as she
replied to. their warm-hearted wishes, she
looked more beautiful than ever. Bhe was
attired in a plain white dress, looped with
roses, and fitted finely to her exquisitely
moulded form ; heér shining chesout curls
were confined by a costly diamond head.
band that sparkled on her forebead, rivaling
the transparent beauty and clearness of her
complexion. At times when she would
mingle in the giddy whirl of the dance, a
smile woqldplry upon her lovely features ;

WM‘“‘:”:" %':ﬁﬂﬂi:
A T

as father, mother, and sister.—

something’ yet wanting
h!,b.-vbo

love, might, whilst she
, I

distress. - ed the
companion of her childhood. Suchiis wo,
man'’s constancy and love.  Alus, that it’
should so often besbused! |

The evening was somewhat alvanced
when Mr. Merton approached Hebn, lock.
ed arm.inarm Wil?l a young miu whose
dark countenance, raven hair andeyes, and
%L,‘;tnighthrm indicated a natyve of the

M. Thompson, of New Oreans, ‘my
dear,” said Mr. Merton, intreducing him
to Helen ; and afier conversinga few mos
ments, sauntered 1o the opposite of the sa.
foon.. :

** Who is that handsome young man you
just now imrodueed to Helen 1" asked Mrs.
Merton of her husband.

*That is Mr. Thompson, of New Or.
leans, the richest merchant of hat city, and
hi$ father was before him. Hearrived here
but the day before yesterday. I was intro-
duced to him yesterday, and invited him
here to-night, and if the impressions of his
feelings are not left on Helen' little heart,
which has hitherto been so callous, none
neuer will be.”

i** Andif they are, Isuppose you will re.
gret the disappearancé of your prote
Charles Elliston 1" suid his wife, sarcasti
cally.|

‘Mr. Merton did not answer her: he only
turned away. . i

‘At first, when the stranger was introdu.
ced to Helen, there appearcd to bé dn air of
erpbarrassment, but it gradually wore of,
and he entered into conversation with uni.
sual vivacity—in the course of which she
asied hiny i he had ever been in the ciy

fore. He replied that he had been when
hé was about seventeen years of age, and
thiat he had been acquainted with several of
his own age, whose acquaintance he highly
peized.
that of Charles Elliston, inparticular. As
he mentiened the name, he bent his dark
eye full upon her, and perceived that she
started, while for a moeaont agitation was
visibly depicted in her countenance. After
a minute’s pause, he continued, ** but |
have made inquiries since my arrival re.
specting him, and hear that he has returned
the kindaess of his benefactor, your father,
with ingratitude, by leaving his house, and
going, no one knew whither.”

¢ Oh, no, sir,"do not believe that ; it is
an idle report. He had reason fur leaving
my father’s hause," asd her voice irembled:

and a tear stood in her eye.

(Just then o gentleman advanced to claim
her hand for the next sotillion, and the con-
versation was abruptly terminated. Charles
resigned her silently ; but his heurt was
full.

(It is strangr how the lapse of a few years
bétween youth and manhood will ehange
the face and disguise the form ; the slight
sll!'ipliug that a little while ago clambered on
our knee, we can scarcely regognise in the
full and stately form and staid demeanor of
the man. So it was with Charles Thomp.-
son,/and no wonder Helen and her father
could not see, in the rich merchant of the
South, the poor lad who six years before had
left them with scarcely a dollar in his pock.
el

It was the mornjng following the ball—
and Mr. and Mrs. Merton and Helen were
sitting in the parlor, the former two discus-
sing some private affairs, the'latter with her
head resting upon her hand, apparently in
deep thought.- The servant entered and
handed Mr. Merton a letter.. HPopened it,
and having perused it a-few moments, he
uttered an exclamation of joy. Both his
companions looked up seemingly overcome
with the excitement of'some unusnally plea.
sant news, He approached his daughter,
rnd gently patting her on the cheek, said :

\*‘Come, come, Helen dear cheer up now,
Charles, our own dear Charles, has return.
ed, isin the city, and will be here in halfan
héur—cheer up, my dear !" and he began
to pace the floor.

{** See here,” he continued, as a splendid
equipage, with servants in livery, drove up
to the door, from which a young gentleman
alighted ; *“ here is Mr. Thumpsun too;
how glad I shall be to introduce them to one
another.™

<1 don’t sce why you should be,” said
his wife, ¢* though perhaps Charles, as you
call him, may be as rich as Mr. Thompson.
You know he left word he was going to seek
hig-fortune,” and she pronounced the last
wbrd with a sneer.

i And he hopes he has found it, madam"
exclaimed Charles, who entered just at that
moment, ‘¢ thanks be to an all-wise Provi-
dence that directed me to my father’s house.
Itis Charles that stands before you!™

With a shriek of delight, Helen threw
herself into his out.stretched arms, and
wept tears of joy upon his bosom; whilst
the old man stood motionless, but his eyes
wgre wet, and his lip quivered, though not
with grief.

When they had become somewhat com.
posed, Charles related to them what had
occurred since he had left them.  The joy
that beamed in the swimming eyes of the
Mighwd girl, as she hung fondly on her
lover’sarm, was only equalled by the ten-
derness with which he returned her look of
deep was the bliss of that
ment, making amends by its delight, for

long years of doubt and absence! It
not long before Igh;l’eo-mﬁewed his
oyisi vows he bad pledged 1o Helen, and
the blushing girl listened,, smiling and weep-

on. How

m*lbo{d h.thm,ﬁnt in a short time

' Helen and Charles were united at the altar;

Among those he mentioned, was |
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. [From the American Eglectie.]
The reigning Czar of Russia.
The true character of the Emperor Ni.

cholas as a ruler, may be . shown by
placing it in juxta with that of Alexander
his immediate p r. Alexander was
ambitious of being beloved by his subjects;
Nicholas scorns heir love, and is deter.
mined to be feaged. Though his figure is
finer and more Commanding than that of
Alexander, he
is stern, and 0o smile graces his lips.—
Alexapderwas mild and affable; severity
loaks out from beneath the brow of Nicho-
las; but insolent and harsh, he has an air
of distrustful timidity. The traits of his
character resemble those of his ferocious
brother; Constantine, with this material
difference, that'as the fury of the latter was
vented upon individuals, that of Nicholas is
directed against classes of men, races, and
whole nations: . It isreduced to a system,
and therefore the more frightful and perni-
cious. Ferocious as was Constantine, he
not unfrequently repented of the evil he had
eommitted, and would eyen make repara.
tion when it was i his power, to those
whom he had wronged.  Not so with Ni.
cholas—however he may err, he never
repents.  Cruel by nature, it is a remarka.
ble fact, that during his reign, no sentence
of & court martial, on being presented for
his signature, has everebeen known to be
cancelled, or éven mitigated by him, and
most {requently he aggravates the penalties.
The religious creeds and liberties of the
various nations subject to the sceptre of
Alexander, were respected by him.  Ni.
cholag evinces utter disregard of them, vi-
olating ulike charters and privileges, op-
pressing alike religions and seets.
Alexander appears to have had some
affection for the Poles, or at least seemed
anxious to gain theirs by flattering them
with the hope of preserving their nationalitys
The very names of ** Poland and Poles” are
abhorrent to the ear of Nicholas; he can-
not endure (hem, and would *rejoice that
the whole population of Poland had but one
neck, that with his own hand he might cut
itoff at a blow., This hatred it is that urges
him to endeavor, with the concentrated
force of his déspotism, to erasc that nation
from the memory of man, and to wage, as

{ he is doing at this moment, a barbarous
war vl extermmation alg;l!.n.-;t 1ts lungu:lgv,

history, and religion.  Alexander was fond
of science and the arts, encouraged learned
men, and bestowed upon them rank, hon-
ors, and rewards; Nicholas affects to do
the same, but in reality he looks upon then
with aversion and distrust; for he suspects
them, in common with all. enlightencd and
upright men, of a erime unpardonable in
his eyes, namgly, liberalism, (volnodoumst.
©v0.) The most infamous characters, rob-
bers, highwaymen, felons of every descrip-
tion, may hope to obtain his pardon for
their, ¢crimes; but let every liberal man
beware how he comes within Lis reach, if
he would avoid being doomed to perish on
the Caucasus.  Alexander established Col.
leges and schools for the encouragement of
learning and the arts; he restored a Polish
University at Wiloa, and founded another
at Warsaw. Nicholas has abolished both
| together with most “of the schools existing
lin Poland; and 'in those that remain, he
has introduced the most compulsive system
of corrupted education.
difficulty in- getting.access to Alexander;
the humblest peasant could approach him
with a petition ; und‘ he was distinguished
for his courtesy to mew and his galluntry to
women. Nicholas is as inaccessible as he
is inexorable to his unfortunate subjects,—
and brutal both to men and women. His
courtesy to the empress seems intended only
for outward show, as he is known to be
both imperious and harsh in private; and if
the: example of licentiousness which he scts
be followed, his court runs great risk of
becoming as profligate as that of Catha.
rine JI.

Allithe men who were held most in es.
teem hy Alexander; arc disliked by him,
and some among them have become the
objects of his most cruel persecution. It
must be acknowledged 1o the credit of Al-
exander, that he did much toward civilizing
Russia by intoducing inte it European in.
dustry and improvements ;—but Nicholas
barbarizes by prohibiting his subjects from
travelling ; and thus calling off’ in a great
measure their intercourse with other na-
tions, hopes to facilitate his meditated con-
quest of the adjacent countries, and his
project of trampling under foot Europe and_
her civilization. ' Alexander, ai least during
the first vears of his reign, was liberal ;—
but in this respect, also, Nicholas has
shown himself the reverse of his brother,
for he hates liberty alike in his own empire
and in others. Countries, enjoying.a popu.
lar form of government and liberal institu-
tiops, are abhorred by him as his natural
enemies. Ths sound of the drum and the
peal of the cannon are-the music in which
he most delights; he can conceive no higher
standard of excellenck than Napoleon, and
so sublimer plans than his; it is, 10 fact, to
this idee that Prince Leuchenberg is
indebted for obtaining the hand of his
daughter. He is susceptible of no gentle
sffections, no generous emotions; no mag-
manimity. Even in his youth; when it was
 his custom to drill his soldiers in his apart-
ments, he was always provided with"a whi
and would flog them mercilessly for th

goard in the stroets, and the man did not
P By '

is less pleasing: his aspeet |

There wus no

at he is emperor, those whe incur
. are marched off to the
Caucasus.  Cruel and inexorable himself,
he dislikes men of a different disposition ;
to witness concord and friendship is m
sive to him, and he is much better sat
when dissonsions arise at his court er
‘amongst foreign ‘nations, which latter he is
ever ready to foment by his secret agents,
-\ Divide et impera™ being his motto. The
‘cuminander of a regiment, who does not
behave Il to his officers, and encourage
these in their turn to ill-treat their subal-
terns, is despised as unfit for service, and
soon dismissed.. Even his own son, the
presumptive heir of the crown, has, on ac.
count of his litle disposigon to cruelty,
received from him the appellation of *“old
grandmother,” and his tutor lLas been re-
buked for giving him that turn. ~ All estab.
ished customs and judicial form ; must give
way when one of his fanciesinlcrvenes: his
will is a decrec, and brooks no delay in its
execution. From his military predilec-
tions, the Czar will devote hours to drilling
a company of raw recruits, whi¢ch could be
equally well performed by any corporal;—
but he will givghimself no trouble respect.
ing the civil government of the state, and
still less for the administration of justice.
He docs not, indéed, object to sign decrees
for the augmentation of imposts; but if any
of the oppresscd serfs prescot to him a peti.
tion complaining of injustice, both the peti-
tioner and writer of the petition are sen.
tenced to Siberia, the one as a rebel, the
other asan :d';?_-nvr of a rebellion!
—_—

THL LAND BILL.

The following is the Land Distribution
Bill (substa:.®.]ly the same with that hither-
to knowoas,'* Mr. Clay's Land Bill ) re.
ported from the Land Committee: by Hon.
Wi, Cost Johnson, and which has passed
in the House of Represematives by a vote
of 116 to 108. It bossince been received
by the Senate and referred to the appropri-
ate Commitree.

': e Nn!

A BILL
To appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the
public lands, and to grant pre.emption rights,

Representatives of the United States of Ame-
ricain Congress assembled, That from and
after the thirty-first day of December, in
the year of our Lord one: _thousand cight
hundred and forty-one, there be allowed
and paid toeach of the States of Ohio, In.
diana, Illineis, Alabama, Missouri, Mis-
sissippi, Leuisiana, Arkansas, and Michi.
aan, over and above what each of the said
States is entitled to by the terms of the
compacts entercd into between them and
the United States, upon their admission
into the Union, the sum of ten per centum
upon the nett” proceeds of the sales of the
public lands, which, subscquent io the day
aforesaid, shall be made within the limits of
cach of said States respectively : Provided,
That the sun so allowed to the snid States,
respectively, shall be in no wise aflected or
dimipished on account of any sums which
have been heretofore, or shall be hpreafter,
applied to the construction or continuance
of the Cumberland road, but that the dis-
bursement for the said road remain, as
heretbfore, chargeable on the two per cen.
tum fund provided for by compactg with
several of the said States.

Sec. 2. And be it furthér enacted, That
after deducting “the said ten pér centum,
and what, by the compacts aforesaid, has
heretofore been allowed to the States afore-
said, the residue of the nett! proceeds—
which pett proceeds shall be ascertained by
deducting from the gross procecds ail the
expenditures of the year for the following
objects: salaries und expenses on account
of the General Land Office; expenses for
surveying public lands; salaries and expen.
ses in the surveyor gencral’s offices ; sala.
ries, commissions, and allowances to regis-
ters and receivers ; the five per centum 1o
new States—of all the public/lands of the
United States, wherever situated, which
shall be sold subsequent to the said 31st
day of December, 1841, shall be distribut.
ed among the twenty.six States of the Union
and the District of Columbia, according to
their 1'cspectI\'c751"cdcml representative po-
pulation, as ascertained by the last census,
ta be‘upplied by the Legislatures of the
said States for such purposes as the said
Liegislatures may direct: Provided, That
the distributive share to which thé [listrict
of Columbia shall be entitled, shall Le ap.
plied 1o free schools, oredueation iy some
other form as Congress may direct: And
provided, also, That nothing herein contain-
ed shall be condtrued to the prejudice of
future applications for a reduction of the
price of the public lands, or to the prejudice
of applications for a transfer of the public
lands on reasonable térms, to the Siates
within which they lie, or ‘to make such fu.
ture disposition of the public lands, or any
part thereof, as Congress may' deem expe-
dient.

Sgc. 3. And be it further enacied, That
the seyeral sums of money received in the
‘T'reasury as the net proceeds of the public
lands shall be puid at the Treasury half
yearly on the first day of January and July
in each year; during the operation of this
act, to such person or persons as the respec-
tive Legisluatures of the said Siates shall
authorize and direct to receive

{s »e
‘at any time may
toany State of the

Be it cnacted by the Senate and House of

the snid State or District, to lhapl.i{:lted
States; provided, that this shafl not be con.
strued to extend to the sums deposited with
the States vader the det of Congress of the
23d June, 1836 entitled ** A act to regu.
late the deposits of the public money.”
{Sec. 5. And be il further enacted, That
this act shall continue and be in force uatil
.gmvidad by law, unless the Unit-

States shall become invalved in war with
any Foreign Power, in which event, fram
the commencement of hostilities, this act
shall be suspended during the continuance
of sugch war: Provided, ndvertheless, That
if, prior to the expiration of this act; any
new State or States shall be admitted into
the Union, there be' assigned to such new
State or States, the proportion of the pro-
ceeds accruing after their admission into
the Union to which such State or Stated may
be |eéntitled, upon the principles of this net,
together with what such | State or States
may be entitled to by virtue of compacts to
be made on their adimission into the Unlon.

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That
thage shall- be annually hppropriated for
completing the surveys of such lands, a
sum not less than one hundved and fifly
thausand dollars; and thé minimum pricc
at which the public lands are now sojd at
private sales shall not be ipcreased ; and in
cas¢ the same shall be increased by law, at
any time during the operation of this act,
then e much of this uct as provides that
the net procceds of the sales of the public
lands shall be distributed among the several
States, shall, from and afier theincrease of'
the minimum’ price thereof, cense aud be.
come utterly nul, and of no effcet, any
thing in this act to the contrary notwith. |
Stapding.

Sec. 7. And be it furtler enacted, That
the Secretary of the Treasury may contin.
uc oy land district in which is siwated the
Seat of Government of uny of the States,
and may continue the land office in such
district, notwithstanding| the quantity of
land unsold in such district may not amount
to one hundred thousand| acres, when, in
his opinion, such continuance may be pe.
quired by public convenignce, “or iiporder

convenient point, undee the provisions of
the det on that subject, approved” twelfih
June, one thousand ¢ight hundred’and forty.

Sec. 8. And be it further egacted, Thut
there shall be granted tol each State speci.
ficd in the first section of Ahis act (which
has not heretofore received of the United
States five hundred thousand acres for pur-
poses of internal improvément) a quantity
of lagd which shall, together with the
amount such State has already received as
aforesaid, migke fve hundred thousand

such Btate in such manner as the Legisla.
ture thereof shall direetl: and located in
parcels, conformable 'to sectional divisions
and subdivisions, of not less than three
handred and twenty acres in any one loca.
tion, on any public land subject to entry at
private sale; which said|locations may be.

wnade at any time within five years after

the lands of the United States, in said States
respeatively, shall have been surveyed, and
offired at public sale, accprding to existing
laws. |

Sec, 9. And'be it further enacted, 'That
the lands herein granted to the States above
named shall not be dispoged of at a price

per acre, until otherwise authorized by a
law of the United States; and the nett pro.
ceeds bf the sales of sdid lands shall ba
faithfully applied to objects of internalim.
provement within the States aforesuid, re.
spectively, namely: Roads, bridges, canals
and improvement of water courses, and
draining swamps; and su¢h roads, canals,
bridges, und water coursés, when made or
improyed, shall be free for the transpona.
tion of|the United States mail, nnd 1muni-
tions of war, and for the passage of their
troops, | without the payment of any toll
whatever, _

Sec. 10. And be it furlher enacted, That
from and after the passage of this nct, every
person being the head of a family; or wi-
dow, orisingle man, over the age of twenty.
one years; and being a citizen of the Unit-
ed States, or having filed his declaration of
intention to become a citizen, as requircd
by the maturalization law, who since the
1st day jof June, A. D. eighteen hundred
and forty, has made or shall hereafter make
a settlement in person on the poblic lands
to whichi the Indian title has been at the
time of |such setilement extinguishéd, and
which has been, or shall have been, sur.
veyed prior thereto, and who shall inhabit
and improve the same, and who has or sliall
erect a. dwelling thereon, shmll be, and is
hereby, nuthorized to enter with the Regis.
ter of the Land Office dor the district in
which such land may lie, by legal subdivi.
sions, any number of acfes not exceeding
one hundred and sixty, or a quarter section
of land, to incluie 1he residence of such
claimant, upon paying to the United States
the-minimum price of such Jand, subject,
however, to the following limitations and
exceptions: No person who bas heretofore
had the benefit of a right of Pre.emption
under any other law of - ngm,shal]inve
such privilege under this act ; nor shall any
person be entitled to more than ope pre-
emptive right by wirtue of the same; no
person who is the

ged and twenty acres of land in apy Swate
:?"i‘euiury‘g*h'_q

to ¢lose the land system in sueh Statg’at a

acres, to be selected within the limits of '

less than one dollar and twenty-five cents °

r of three hun. -




