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[From the National /Hgis.]
Virginia.

space it will ocoupy fa your columns, per.
hapsits insertion -may afford your readers
some amusement. It is an extract from a
letter received somdtime sinee from Virgi.
nia, and poneof your readers who have
cver been- there will deny that it is a fair
picture of the-most remarkable Southern.
18Mms. —— '

Agreeably to my promise Ishall now en.
deayor 1o give you a taste of the most no-
ticcable provincialisms that -, Yankee mects
with in this section of t'w country. Linay

remise, by the way, that Virginia is to the
“iouth-what. Massachusetta is 1o the North
—the oldest, the wost thickly scitled, the
most literary, the most refined, the best
governed ; in a word, the pattern Sute,
and the mother Siate. The provincialisms
of Virginia are therelore in a good degree
common to the whele South, As, in the
Southern States the population is divided
into two grand divisions, 8o in like manner
there are two classes of provincialisms
there, if indeed the low, vo!zor brogue of
the negroes deéserves any botter nume than
that of uiggerism.

You will novexpect from mein this single
sheet a deseription of all or of hall’ the pe.
culiarities of prononcintion, of phraseology,
nud of Virgivia munufactured words which
distinguish a native of the Southern part of
this Federal Union from those who speak
the English (may I call it the Empire lan.
guage?) in_other lands and wnder other|

—wums.  fTnordertodo tho thing (as (hey say
here) in the shortest possible manuer, |
shall introduene those provinciulsms in e
following imaginary dialogue, which I dare
ray you will be ableto translate into ** Down
East" with infinite ease:

Col, 8. (Shaking hands.) Tlow d’y", Ma-
jor G.1

Maj. G. Right well, I thank ye.
arc you? How's all at home !

8. All right smart, thank ye. We bada

werful rain yesterday. I reckon there’ll
L': a right smart fresh in the river,

G. Mightyapt. [t Tl hurt my lowgrounds
right smartly if there is. Going to preuch-
ing to-morrow 1

8. I reckonso. There'll be a heap of
peoplethore, I reckon. You, the wind blows
ri

gg.. That it dees. We've had a right
smart chanca of wind all this month.
Blél;:y pastridges use down in your low

How

G. Heap of 'em. My little pointer here
flushed a gang just now there by the branch.
(Enter pegro,) Who do you belong to!

Negro. (Taking off his hat.) Massp John
Smith,

G. Where yo going !

Negro. I gwine to care’ Jetter to Massa
Williams'". -

G. What's your name 1

Negro. My pame, Cuffoe. -

8. All well at home, Cuffee?

Cufiee. No, massa. Missus right sick.
She done broke herarm yesterday:

8. Broke her arm? [vlow did that hap-
pen! Ll
. Cuflee. Do cakringe upset down thar
whar ee big gully is, by de bridge, "bout
hour. by sun yes'day evening.

S. Whar's Jeems! | han't seen him
since last Friday-night.
G, ]gs‘g in Richmond or Norfolk, one.
8. you get shut of your tobacco be.
fore you left Richmond?

G. No, indeed—{spitting)—hem ! hem!
Niggers going to hire right smartly now, [’
tell yo, this year—first rate hands going for
nearly a hundred dollars.

8. Well, [ havent but. two to hirg out;
the balance I shall work on my own planta.
tion, Capt. Easthemn and Bill Roper came
mighty near fighting last court, Capt. East.
ham totes pistols for Bill.

G. Well, let 'em fight it out. My wag-
on got baulked coming home ; hurt one
horse right smartly—had to cut the gear
off ; broke the tongue of the wagon right
in half. .

8. Come go by with me to-night.

G. No, thank ye, must go home. Well,
good evening to yod.

8. Good evening—(shaking hands)—see
yOu sgain to.morrow.

The above, cxcept the nigger's part, is
common modes of expression among the

—

first classes of Southern society. Am::ﬁ

the lower classes of whites, children

gible provincialisms in uvse; sich as—
“ Come here all of you.” “ Whar y'all
gwine ™ addressed to a - person.—
“ Done did it""—do it," &e.—~
“* Here it, " thar it," for here itis. “Bar,
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800 miles long and 1,080 wide,
tion from 300,000,000 to 360,000,

The capital is Pekin, with 1,100,000 in.
habitants; Nankiif 1,000,000, and Canton
1,100,000. Cliina es tea, 50,000,
000 pounds of which are annually exported
from Canton, the only place which foreign.
ers are allowed to visit. 8ilk, cotton, rice,
gold, silver, and all the necessaries of life,
are found in China. The arts and manu.
factures in many branches are in high per.
fection, but stationary, as improvements are
now prohibited, The Government is a des.
potic monarchy. Revenue, 2,000,000;
army, 800,000 men. The religion is simi-
lar to Buddhism, the chief god weing Foh.
E;M Chﬁcs;e inculcate the mrnll*?;Con-

s, their- - philosepher, was
born 550 B. C. The great wall and capal
of China are among the -mightiest works
ever achieved by man. The foreign com.
merce of China amoums to 35,000,000
or 840,000,000 annually, the whole of
which is transacted with appointed agents,
called ** Hong merchants.” Foreiguers are
allowed 1o live at certuin stations or ** fac-
toriee™ below Canton. T'he chiof teada is
with England. The first American ship
reached China in 1784; now the annual
average of United States ships visiting Chi.
pa is 22. The revenve derived from for-
eign commerce by the Emperor varies from
§4,000,00010 86,000,000. According to
M:. Danp, opium smuggled into China, to
the injury of the people, amounted to $20,.
000,000 aopually for several years past,
much of which was paid in specie, which
found jts way to London. The Chinese
langvage has nearly 40,000 characters or
Jetters.  The Chinese are eminent for agri.
culture, and once every ycar the Emperor
ploughs a piece of land himself in presence
of his people.— Bicknell's Reporter.

Privrer’s graTvrries.—No class of me-
chanics, perhaps, suffer more from the pre.
datory and b.'rg!giug habits of individuals,
than printers. They work so hard, invest
80 mueh; and furnish their mgers 80 low
tht pegple -rentby--sewns oK EL THEY
actually are worth nothing but to be given
away ,or takon without leave. Accordingly |
nothing 1§ moré eommon than for people |
who have the curiosity to read something that
happons to be peculiarly interesting, or who

‘wish a newspaper to send W a friend as a

token of remembrance, to run into a print.
ing office, and ask for or take a paper just
out of the press, aod if the printer should
think of taxing him any thing for it, the
customer would think himself quite insulted
by the niggardness of the printer ! —With
wlit other mechanic or business men would
people think of taking the same liberties !
Go into the grocery and ask the retailer to
give you a four pence half penny’s worth of
tea, coffie, or sugar, unless you are really
an object of charity, he probably would
think himse!f the one imposed upon. Or
visit a eook.store and-make ofl with haif a
dozen sheets of writing paper, and most
likely the proprietor will pursue his custom.
er with a writ u{“j)etit larceny. Go into a
joiner’s shop, and ask him to give you six
cents worth of his wares, apd vou will feel
as if you were enguged in a cheap business.
And yet people will enter a printing office,
and take six cents worth of a printer’s la.
bor, and really think it one of that sort of
things which should be given away—be.
cnuse the paper is printed. A clean white
shect he would think too valuable to be ex.
trncted without pay, and yet it costs a prin-
ter thirty-five dollars every week to set up
the types that are impressed upon it that
makes it worthiess. No—no—this is not
the way to do business. I you want a pa.
per and will not-subscribe for it, as all hon:
orable men do, just step into the office, and
lay down a silver bit, say—**8ir,if you
please, let me have onc of {our papers, and
take that to pay for it.” Y,

ou will be read.

(not looking over the shoulder of the cpm.

positor jto read his manuscript,)—or_re.

tire and read your own paper like a man of
good and honorable principles.—Maine Cnl. |
tivalor.

TRIBUTE TO FEMALE EXCELLENCE.—The
N. O. Cresent City awards high praise to
Mrs. Shall, the proprietess of the City Ho.
tel, for ber attention and kindness to the
sick of that city during the prevalence of
the epidemic, not ouly this but past seasons.
It is stated that in 1840, Madame Shall had
in her hotse upwards of 60 yellow fever
cases, only one of which proved fatal. This
year she bad 18 cascs, with only one death.
And all this is principally attributable under
Providence,to her skillful and kind nursing.
Besides this, she has visited neighborhoods
and sufferers far distant, carrying the balm
of health in her hands. This is, indeed,
the reality of the poet's vision, who wrote
of woman ; .

“ When and ! ing the brow,
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sippi, shows . ‘as insolvent
in morals as in money, Siate Boods, au.
thorised and issued according to law, bave
been repudisted and denied, notwithstaptl.
ing the moral and legal obligations wete
as solemn and binding as ever bound mm
to man. A few Locofoco journals out bf
Mississippi have been found to rejoice nt
this abandonment of contract and sacrifge
of honor, and to claim the result in tjat
State as a signal triumph of Democracyon
the merits of the Bond question. If sich
be the tendency of modern democracy,(as
some of its adhereuts avow in this case ) to
violate the solemn obligations of contmcts
by the sacrifice of Siate honot and State
credit, and by a total disregard of law and
justice, for the stability of our institutigs at
home and for the glory and honor df our
country abroad, distant, far distant le the
day when we or our posterity !lhul!EI“E

L)
forming a eonstituent part of* the mblest
republic on earth; notoriously prostiuting
its honor to the god of Mammon, regatdless
of all obligations, morul or legal.

An examination of the case, will show
the following facts:—The Logisiature of
Mississippi, of 1837, being Locofoco, for
banking purposes. passed a bill to authorize
the borrowing of 817,600,000 (O this
sum two milliong were to be invested in the
Planters’ Bank. 'The remaining fifteen and
a half millions were to be jovested in the
“ Union Bank of Mississippi,” the grand
mushroom establishment wﬁich the Van
Buren Legislature was fabricating, and
which has since exploded with such disus.
trous consequences to (he State,

The Constitution of the State requires
that all acts, by which the credit of the
State is bound, should be by a mnjo.
rity of the Legislature, advertised in three
newspapers in the State three months prior
to the rext State election, and approved by
a mojority of the next Legislature. All
these formalities were observed—the act
passed the Logislature of 1837, was adver.
tised, and repassed and deliberately approv-
ed by the following session of 1838. The
Loan Bill being thus rendered valid, the

Logiotursprocsoded o pos Siplget
.uigisaum proc E.ﬂ:'PaSS L T

scribe for filty thousand shares (five mil-
lions) of its stock, to be paid for out of the
proceeds of authorised State Bonds.” The
managers of the Bank were authorised to
uppoint three Commissioners to sell this
five millions of State stock on any terms
not under par. These Commissioners sold
the stock in Philadelphia, receiving at par,
bills on that city, having some time to run.
These bills were taken in and paid out by
the Rank as cash, and credited to the State
as cash.

v These are substantially the facts, and

M ississippi, (that is the Van Buren portion

of the Stute,) after authorising this loan of
seventeeen and a half millions based upon
the State credit, now turn around and refuse
10 redeem one cent of it.

There is no doubt that the example of
Mississippi, in this instance, will materiall
nffeet the credit of the other States abroad.
A majority of all State debts is owing to
foreigners who now look on us with dis.
trust, and it is said -that none of the late
national loan will be taken by foreign capi-
talists, such is their want of confidence even
in the General Government!  Such are the
effects of Locofocoism, practically illus.
trated.

A Mosumext weLt. Desgrven.—The people of
Beauport, near Quebee, in Canada, have lately
erected a column of the Corinthian order, fort
feet high, in commemoration of the great benefit
produced in the parish by the spread of Temper-
nnce, This is the first monument of this deserip.
tion which we have heard of, raised to the com-
memoration of a series of victories of immense
consequence. Not those violories in. which the
warrior appears “in esimm-nl.s rolled in blood "
and which are gained by the infliotion of great
etils ona portion of the human family,~but of
victories over viee, of viotories in which all are
guiners, which aim at the motal ealvation of the
present generation, and at laying the best founda.
tion for the hesalth and hlﬁinell of posterity.

Thia is certainly a cheering sign that a revolu.
tion is going on which is bringing the world right
sideup.— ‘the monuments which-the watld
have erected, scom to have been insanely built to

seourges. London has its “ fire monument ;% Ed.
inburgh has & monument to Nelson, whose vieto.
ries reddened the wators of Egypt.  We are build.
ing # monument over the slaughtored bodies of
our fathers,jwho fell at Bunker’s Hill; but how dif.
ferent are all these objects from the Temperance
reform, which instead of mulliplying weeping
widows and desolate orphans, dries up their tears,
and makes their hearts sing for joy.

Axecnore.—As Deacon A——, onan extreme.
ly cold morning in Janvary, was riding by the
house of his neighbor B————, the latter was
chopping wood, usun] salutations were ex.
e s the severity of the weather briefly dis.
cimsed, and the horseman made demonstration of
passing on, when his neighbor detainod him with
—* Don't be in a hurry, deacon. Would'st you
Iikn"i‘ﬂ: of good ald Jamaica this morning.”

" you kindly,” said the old gentlenman,
at the snme time ing to dismount, with all
m‘iﬁmmmnm.“ I don"t care
if 4 ' : -

“ Ah, don't trouble yourself to get'off deacon,™
said the. wag, “[ merely asked for information.

‘We) havn't a drop in the house.”— Exzerter News
fer.
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, an Iri appearance,
::!’lnppdng to.say something in the
crowd to the candidates, one of the ug

exclaimed from the b

, how go to the devil I * | am much

The result of the late election in Missis. |
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| fotlowerx, already redoced in. number by a
commemorate tho butehevies—of - the world's [tion, Should the gallant Colonel meet with

‘ REPORT
Of the Major General of the Army.
Heavquanrans or Te Anxy,
Wasbingten, Nov. 23, 1841,

Sk : | have the hovor to submit the an.
nual report from this office, followed by re-
marks on the operations of the army and
the suggestions deemed ‘¢ necessary for im-

roving its condition and efficiency;" which
ave been invited,

1. A tabular view of organization ;

2. General return of the army ;

3. Position and distribution ol troops in
the eastern division ;

4. Position and distribution of troops in
the western division §

b. A tobular exhibit of the whole num. |
ber of troops enlistud into the army, from
October 1, 1840, to September 30, 1841.

Within the year a great and afllicting
event has oceurred in this office. My dis:

tinguished-

comb, departed this life towards the close
of June. Succeeding to the command of
the army, [ entercd upon duty July the Sth,

The field operations of the troops have
been principally confined to the prosecution
of the war against the Florida Indians.

lo the course of the past winter and
spting, Brigadier General Armistead, who
comm ad-she troope in that war, the
ail of a delegation of Seminole chiefs
bgught back from the West, succoeded in

efully sending off from Florida about
430 Indians, including their slaves. Heat
the same time gave effective protectionto
the eitizens of the Territory, and enused
many districts occus:icd_ by the enemy to be
seoured, parficularly the country east of
the St. John's and towards the Everglades.

At hisown request, that Geoeral was re-
liaved May the 81st, when the conduet of
the war devolved on the nextin rank then
in the ficld, Colonel Worth, of the 8th in-
fantry,

The Florida army at the time consisted
of the 2d regiment of dragoons ; nine com-
panies of the 3d -regiment of artillery,
serving as infantry ; together with the 1st,
2d, 3d, Gth, Tth, and 8th regiments of in.

fantry, all much reduced in pumbors, feav.
ing ou emectvo force of about 3,500 men.

The season of heat and miosma had al.
ready commenced, and partial negotiations
were still pending.  Finding that the prom.
ises of certain chiefs had “become plainly
deceptive, Colonel Worth resolved to divide
bis forces into a number of small detach.
ments, and .0 recommence hostilities every
wirerc at once. Al the same time measures
were taken to gusrd the fronmtier inhabi.
tants, and to induce many who hnd fled for
safety to return in confidence. Stimulated
by his zeal, energy and abilities, the Flori.
da army, ever ready for any danger or
hardship, then spread itself over the coun.
try, penetrated many sceret haunts never
before discovered, destroyed the growing
crops and other means of subsistence in
those places, and, by constantly harassing
the encmy, who never stopped to combat,
forced many to surrender for food and safe-
ty. Securing their families, the chicfs were
turned- into- missionaries of peace, - who
found numbers willing to emigrate. Several
influential leaders, previously captured and
sent off, were bronght back, and also em-
ployed inlike missions. By combining ac.
tive operations with negotiations of thia
sort, and without violating one promise
made, or one precept of humanity, the most
extraordinary results, for the season, have
been obtained. A large shipment of emi.
grants for the West was made in October,
besides many prisoners retained till they
can be joined by absent members of their
families known to be desirous of coming
in.

The region of the Everglades, mostly
under water, could not have been reached
before the return of the cool season. A
movement to effeet this object, skilfully
combined from many points, and incloding
the flotilla of Lieut. McLaughlin, of the
Navy, is no doubt now far advanced, and
which has cm prospect of enveloping a
large part, il"®ot the whole, of Sam Jones’

band that recently Jeserted him for emigra.

the success in that quarter which his able
combinations merit, there would only be left
for him a few fragments of bands to cap.
ture.

It is highly gratifying to learn that the
troops most actively engaged in the forego.
ing operations have suffered but very liule
more from disease than those of the same
army left stationary at the forts.and depdts,
Not a company of volunteersor militia was
engaged in those operations or belonged 1o
the army of Florida since Col. Worth has
been in command except two companies for
the defence of the Georgia frontier, not call.
ed for by hin.

It isalso proper to add that, early in the
summer, the 1stinfantry was detached from”
Florida, and now garrisons Jefferson bar.
racks and the forts on the Upper Missis-
sippi; that five troops of the 2d dragoons
are now in march for the Red river fron.
tier, and that the nine companies of the 3d
artillery may soon be 10 occu
the forts at Pensacola, ile point, and
the neighborhood of New
Worth having reported that he could dis.
pense with of the force that had
come upder m It wasalso at his
suggestion that the bth i , which had
arrived at Jefferson barracks (pear St, Low.

e
invited e 0 yer father's bouse, since my.

is) from the North, on its way to Florida,

was étopped at the 1 place in Septem.

ry Mumﬁeaﬂal%llr “Fort Milllin ?
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faotry, from Arkavsas, and has had

soon will have, the old pois resnaining

with him strengthened by about 800 recruits

men;‘llla gencral depotidn the harbor of N.
ork.

From the forsgoing details the nrmy of
Florida may, b';gi::‘ungnth of pext mu?:th,
be estimated at sometling less than 3,000
cffective men.

In the mooth of August, Fort Kent, at
the mouth of Fish river, and Fort Fairfield,
on the Arcostook, were each, for police
purposes, ied by a company of the
1st Artillery, from Houlton, near the cast.
crn frontier of Maine ; and another compa.
ny, of the same m%ilmm, was trapsferred
from the harbor of New York to that of
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. In the same
month the 2d artillery was brought down
from the Ningara and Sackett’s harbor to
thz seabonrd ; and it now garrisons the
works in Newport and New York harbors,

ﬂ:; the Delaware) and Fort
Monroe, (Hampton Roads.) “This move-
ment induced an extension of the 4th artil.
lery, (stationed on Lake Hurpon nnd the
Detroit) to Buffulo and Sackett’s Harbor ;
and the ret de movement of the 5th in.
fantry, from Jefferson barracks, (which now
occupies the forts on Lake Huron and the
Detroit) has cavsed the remainder of the

dth arttlery 1w be ordered down, so ns to
give four compunice to Deinoets barraebe,

(at Bufiilo) one to Fort Ningara, one to
Fort Ontario, (at Oswego) and four to Ma.
dison barracks, (Sackett’s Harbor.)

It has been said that six companies of the
4th infantry are now in Florida ; three re.
mained in the Southwest, to be coneentrat.
ed on the upper Arkansas on the arrival on
the Red river of the five troops of the 2d
dragoons now in march from Florida. The
remuining company of the 4th infantry took
post at the baton Rouge arsenal in Octo.
ber,

It is confidently believed that sixteen re.
giments is the mmimum regular fqree now
absolutely required by the country—not for
nctunl war, but, as a standing guard ngninst
outbreaks on the part of Indians and hostil.
ities from abroad-—sometimes imminent,
nnd always to Le looked to with solicitude
by those immediately charged with the de.
fence of our soil. Of such force we have
but fourteen regiments—two of cavalry,
four of artillery, and eight of infuntey. —

Additions —of one regiment to the urtiitery |

arm, and of one to that of infantry, are re.
spectfully suggested.

On the supposition of this slight nug.
mentation and the termination of the Flo.
rida war, the following would be the pro.
poscd peace distribution of the army: five
regimenis (two of cavalry and three of in.
fantry) along the frontiers between the up.
per Sabine and the great falls of the Mis.
sissippi, with a sixth_regiment (infantry)
hield in reserve at Jefferson barencks, near
St. Louis, whence it might, by steam, in
the seasons of dangerwbe rapidly carried
near to cither of those particular borders ;
five regiments of infantry along the feon.
tiers between the upper Mississippi (or Lake
Superior) and Houlton, in. Maine; and five
regiments ot artillery to garrison the forts
along the seaboard, inciuding the Gulf of
Mexico.

The necessity of the augmentation will
bo-apparent by eonsidering the immensc
extent of outline to be guarded, and the re-
moteness of numerous points from any
dense population of citisens, the many tribes
of Indians recently transplanted from the
cast to districts just beyond Louisiana, Ar-
kansas, Missouri, and lowa; and the nup-
bery the cost, and importance of the forts
constructed, or sbout to be constructed, on
the seabord and the Canada frontiers,

Besides the obligation o defend States
and Territories agninst predatory incur.
sions on the part of Indians, accumulated
on their borders by the act of Government,
there are treaty stipulations to protect some
of the transplanted tribes against their new
and more savage neighbors beyoud them ;
and it may be added, ihat the entire removal
of the pence garrisons from the permanent
forts, during the last five or six years, for
the Floride-war, has caused serious injuries
to those works. The Injuries are now un.
dergoing reparation by hired laborers; but
if @ small garrison, at least, be not main.
tained.in every fort, dilapidation must again
speedily onsue.

There fre in the Quartermaster’s de-
pertment twenty-eight, and in the Subsist.
ence department four assistants—making
thirty-two officers, each with the rank of
captain in the staff, and at the same time
holding another commission in seme regi.
ment of the line, to the exclusion of a cap.
tajn or a licutenaut. Of those assistants,
twenty-one are already 8ptains of compa.
nies, from which they are permanently and
necessarily detached on staff duties, Their
companies, of course, are, commanded by
licutenamts, who get neither the rank, pay,
(proper,) nor the emolumenits of the absent
captains, This is not only unjust to1he
hcur.enapu, but, what is worse, the vacant
companies sufler greatly in parental care,
instruction, and discipline

and anavoidable changes in their lietuenant

py | commandery; whereas captains, serving

with companies, are at once the fithers of
their men and the pivots of the line. No
movement can be well executed without
these officers. meﬂlpplyﬁq&phm

reason of
sickness, or oceasiopal indul-
o _'“I-u?-hi-v
not to be nggravated by the statutory provi-

R 1

I:L'zbe frequent | s

sion which requires that every staff nssists
ant shall nl:qbcuoﬁet in m‘ﬁ,

latter can ouly enter the staffat the
the :in.lm T¥i persistes )
ant (atleast up toa majority) a double chane
of promotion, with only a single set of du.
ties. W

For the foregaing reasons | beg loave lo
suggest an amendment of the law, declar-
ing that the present nssistant quartermasters
and assistant commissaries of subsistence,
and all others of the shme denonsinations,
who may hereafter be appointed, shall not
hold such commissions in the staff and regis
mental commissions at the same time,
shall immediately relinquish one or the
other. - '

The superior officcrs of both those
branches of the stafl’ are already. nﬂ’ltnd
from the regiments of the line; and it was
originally intended that the twenty as-
sistant quartermasters should also have been

July 5, 1838, section 9, was to that effect ;
but this in a few days unfortunutely became
changed by a supplemental aet. -

‘The present inequality of pay between
the officers of the same grades in the differ.
ent branches of the common service is
highly unjust, and a souree of mueh uncom,
fortable feeling. The d and stafl
officers, including those of the enginel
nnographi nei . N
Ita\'c 53?. &ﬁci‘e?&rﬁ;}aﬁw :.F cav
received the higher rates over the a
and infantry ofllcers since July 5, 1888.—
Scveral attempts have beca made in Con.
gress to do justice to the officers of the Iat.
ter arms, but, as yet, without sugcess. To
favor an end so entirely cquitable, I beg
leave to suggest that u near epproximation
might be atisined by granting to the artil.
lery and infantry officers one additional ra.
tion per diem cach, for overy four instead of
Jive years' service—tho provision of law
now applicable 10 all army officers other
than the generals. “T'wo rations per diem
for every seven years' service would, after
a few terms, effcet an exaet equalization
between the parties, and at the end of his
thirtieth year the accumulation might be
l‘;]&dc w cense with every officer throughout
the army.

I beg leave to recall attention to two sub-
jects of'ﬁ:out intcrest, which were pressed
on the Department by my predecessor in
his-aonunl-reports-of 1839 and 1840, 1.
To a system, not of pensions, but of retired
pay, presented with full details in the second
of -those reports; and, 2. To some provi.
sion of law in favor of widows and orphans

die in consequence of wounds received or
diseases contracted in service, there bei
such provision already made in behalf of
the widows and orphans of navy, volunteer,
and militia officers, dying under the same
circumstances. Indeed, the whole subject
of army pensions to widows and orphans,
and to'disabled officers, requires equitable
revision, "

A bill for the establishment of an army
asylum was reported at the last regular ses.
sion of Congress, with cvery. prospect.of
succesy,except the then want of time. A
reyifw of the provisions of this bill cannot,
1 think, fail to seeure to it w favoruble con.
sideration in every quarter.

I have the honor to remain, sir, with
high respect, your most obedient servant,

WINFIELD SCOTT.
To the Hon. Joux C. Seixcar, Sec. War

Ixteneeving Amvronosrear, Facrs—The quan.
tity of solar light received at the planet Uranos,
18 %!il] times less than that of the earth,

o an inhabitaot of Meroury the sun appea
seven times largerthan it dmgm. —Tpan
If the degree of hont the different planets
i in proportion lo their diftance from the San
the nvernge tempersture of Mereury will bo 334
degrees, 121 degrees above bailing walor ; that of
Uranus, 122 dogrees bolow the frevxing
Mercury's denyity is oqual to that of lesd, be-
ing the densest planet in the system; Satom the
rarcest, hos nr{ nearly the donsity of cork. *
It would taked Uranus nearly fifleen years to
full to the sun, if left tothe force of grivity alone.
Scliroeter cslimated a motintain Upon \v;m 10
be nearly 22 miles in height. e ?
A Incomotive, moving without intermission at
the rte of 20 miles per hour, would be 549
in traversing the distance lem'uﬁr'&l’m
the Sun, )
Morcury's rate of molion In ite orbit, " 30 miles

than that of a cannon ball, when i leaves the
mam:;:lf ulca.nrm’i' . %
A that weighs one d
would \l‘{'lg‘h Ih‘ﬂtllrdpvl!nw::d mmm‘mhi}
transporied to the Sun: and an otdinary sised
man would there weigh four thousand poitnds.
Had asteam earrisge set out from ot exfill,
at its creation, moving attho rate 20 miles per
hour, it wonld still require three seven hundrod
ears to reach the orbit of Umnos. Wers the

Sun's eentre placed over the earth; it would en.
tirely fill the moon's orbit and extend 200,000
miles beyond i, in every dimection. The Sun js
3:0 I:lundrﬂl and forty-five tines Targer than all

e planctary bodics belonging to the solar system,
tuken mgﬂrh,tr. R \

“To an inhabitant upon the Moon, the enrth
appears thirteen tines larger than the Moon does
o nm. -

The distance of the fived stars cannot be go
small as 19,200,060,000,060 of miles. It must
have taken the light of somoof the stas u thou.
sand yearato reach the oarth.

¢ It is Stated in Galigoani's (Paris) Mes.
nger, that it is contrary (o law, in Frpace.
to take even a pitcher of water from.
sea, lest it should be evaporated, for the
sake of gaining an ounce of salt, and avoid.
ing the payment of duty. The Sen

des Pyrenees informs us, that a servant
‘who was taking a pail of water from- the
sca, at Briarrits, a few days ago, for a bath
for a child who was ill, was perceived
a custom-howse officer, who instantls

3

pelled herto throw it back,

relusn with
the empty pail. T TR

pnrda!ﬁygivum,"lﬁﬁ-

w5 weparated. Tho proviso of the nctof

of regular oflicers who have died or may.

|
-t A,

per second, o velocity two hundred times greater

e TSI

.
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