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The question was once asked upon the
death of une distinguished for his literary

virements, *' is the deceased now the
better for his learning 1" or, has a life of
“labor nnd toil, been spent in acquiring’
koowledge, now to be lost to him, at the
termination of his carthly existence 1"

However the question might then have
been regarded, it is one which often ngi.
tates the 1nind of the student, while climb.
ing the rugged stecps of scicoce. How
often is he inclined to say, in view of the
obstacles before him, a& he considers how
precious is his lifd, *“ Itis fully for me to
forego my happinss, to acquire that which
is so difficult to stiwin, il so soon lost, while
by less exertion, | ean obiniu wealth, which
will fur more contribute to my immediate
happiness and enjoyment.  Muany have reu-
soned thus, but for which they would have
been stars, to guide, instead of spuls to ob-
scure the paths of science. Tuour belter
understonding the remarks now to be offer.
ed; wo will first collect the molives pracii-
cally suggested for the acquirement of an
edunution, after which, we will consider the
true motives thereto, with their practical
results. )

And first, what are the molives vsually
proposed 1o siudy, as gathered from the
practice of both christians nnd infidels—I
say christians ond infidels, for however
much their practice may diverge in other
T 1s, here ualortunutely, it too nearly
coincides. No higher motive too often ac-
toates the student in acquiring knowledge,
than the rank or condition incident thereto.
Such an one views an education enly as it
is, or will be the means of ndvancing his
ambitious desire of swation, power oriwcnhh
or perhaps, to gratily a pride of being re. |
g:r?;ed als] |':rolfundl; Imrrned, or for the
accomplishment of soma othor purpose,
equally trivial, when compared withthe frue
substantial object of education.

Thus the student seems to regard an ed-
fieation, as the means to something clsc,
and rarcly as the end of his studies. To be
a linle more intelligible, he feeds his miod,
in order that his find may in the end, for.
ever afler, contribute 1o feed the body.—
Thus the immortal is made to serve the
mortal purt.  The mind, which must exist
while eternity endures, is made the ul:'wc of
a body, which a few years must consign to
its kindred dust.  Am| deceived? Or is
not this the practieal tendency of almost all
edacation at the present day.  Forinstance,
the youth attends schoot, to attain koowl.
edge sufficient for active business.  To this
end his study is directed, and when he has
acquired sullzmiom knowledge, or his mind
is stored with a sufficient number of rules in
Arcthmetie, to fit him for his business, il is
done, it is enough, his mind has been im-

roved, to be hereaficr exercised in gaio-
ing the menns of supporting his body.

Another pursues a more liberal course,
to fit himsell perhaps, for one of the learn.
ed professions. His anxiety is not so much
to strengther: his mind, or to derive gratifi-
cation from the kzowledge acquired, as to
enter the duties of his profession. During
all the training he receives, through the
whole course of his study, very likely, no
higher motives may haveacivated him, than
to gnin the knowledge requisite for his pro.
fession, for the purpose of employing it, in
gaining a support, perhaps to amass wealth.

Then education is sought, not for itself,
nor for the gratification it can afford, but
because it will con ribute to something else.
For this reason; it is thot one educated is
regarded with wonder, if not nactually en-
tering some profession, slthough prefering
to be employed otherwise, perhaps in far.
ther intellectual improvement.  Thus, by
perhaps a mujority, no knowledge is con.
sidered of much imporiance, only ag it fis
for some profission, or employment, anl
the opinivn is quite prévalent that no study
shoald be pursuvd, or only so far_agit is in
itsell practidilly usefol, Hence the study
of the dead languages hns been thought use.
loss, bocause say they, there can be no ben.
¢fit of understanding a language not now
spoken.  Mathematics by ihiem, would be
also discarded except so far as is pecessary
for business transactions. The simple rules
of some simple Arithmftic, are sufficient
in their opinion, lor alimost an * ane to un.
derstand, being carefully in en:h, to inves.
tigate no farther than will be of immediate
practical benefit.  Accordingly they would
numerate never to exceed. Thousands,
because in all probability numbering their
dollars, or to hundreds of thousands num-
bering their cents.  Fractions too, it has
been argued in a similar manner, need nev.
er ‘n “ud,ed. fﬂr il .Ppﬂ.f‘ mnuri[nu’ ny
they, 10 stand for the fractional part of a
cent, but of all rules, simple interest, as
!])g most useful, may be pursued so as, in
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any case to know the * How," without any
rd even herej to the ¢ Why."

hether the Wilitarian goes thua far.or
| not, it iscertain this is e cff-ct of his doe-
trines upon his ybunger adherents. Sup.

pose the Utiligarian decirine that no knowl.
edge is worthy of attention, except it be
reducible to some practicable result, to
‘have always prevailed, and barbarism would
now be our condition, and the profoundest
iguorance of what is dow considercdwseful,
our rightful inheritapce. The errur to
which | have been aining, is the motive
usually presented for pequiring knowledge,
to wit: the uses, to which it may be applied.
In accordance witd this view, the princi-
pnladvantage to bo derived from (he science
of Astronomy, so fitdd 1o enlarge the mind,
and cull fo wers, le to be found in
the nssistunce it sffords to Geography, Na.
vigation, &, , not considering the fur great.
er bonefit resulting to the mind, from its ex-
ercise in the investigation required of the
fuets it reveals, So Nutueal Philosaphy,
would be esteemed principally for the ussis-
tance it rendered to the mechanical arts—
and Chemistry snd Botany, for their usein
Medicine, not regarding the higher motive
to therr attainment, fousd in the benefit o
the mind from the exercise required, and
the gratification a knowledge-of thesé sci.
ences would confer.  To druw the chief
motive to the attajoment of knowledge, from
the uses to which it may be bpplied, is only
more absurd than to desire health because
it will boa means 10 some end, as wenlih
ur puwer. The henlth of the body, says
Aristotle, ** is not svught merely beenuse
such n stute ie vseful w ennble us to trans-
act the business of life, (although this is
une, yet a yery secondary benchit atiend-
ing it,) but for its own snke, and becuuse it
is essentinl to the perlection of human ma-
ture, s an end initsell, and nut asa menos
1o something clse.” Fur a still stronger
renson, the highest part of education is de-
graded by being viewed as a means to some
end, and nat foritsown intrinsicexcellence.
As health to the body, so is theoretieal sci-
ence tothesoul. Wherefore he concludes
1o Le always sceking the useful or practical-
and proposing it to the mindy of youth, as
the only aim of knowledge, must be consi-
dered us leading to buse and grovelling
views, as utterly hostile to greutness of soul ,
and the true vature of all education. To
carry this stil] further, suppose the question
was osked, why do you desire knowledge?
Because knowledge is power, says one. [t
will entitle me to respect, says a second.—

It will make it easier for me to obtain a sup.
port, to amuss wealth'or it i deeteallo oo

the rank it will confor, says yet a third.—
Again, suppose it werd inquired, why do
you dvsire health?  Beeavse it will enable
me to be more setive and to discharge the
duties of my station. Then knowledge and
health are desited as a means to something
vise, nnd not for themselves.  But why
should health by desired, one perlinps may
inquire? Heulth, says Aristotle, should be
desired lor its own sike, by as much as
health is 1o be preferred to sickness, not be.
enuse it will enuble usto do this, or that,
this is secondury, but because it is itsclf de.
sirable, and #s without it, life is rendered
miserable.  Su knowledge should be desir.

or that, but for iself, and should ever be
regarded a6 related to the mind, as health
1o the body. A mind in ignorance, and o
body in sickness are analagous. The body
in sickness is weak, so is the mind in igoo-
runce. In this condition, the body is at the
mercy of all upon whom it is dependant, so
the mind in 1ignorance must receive its as-
sistance, its every irpulse, from those in
this respeet, more fortunate.  Having thus
fur considered the motives which do, let us
nuw preparc lo consider the motives which
should sctuate vs in acquiring knowledge,
or ruthe=, what is sometimes falscly con.
sidered synonymous ** education.

The error we have hitherto found to be
in considering education as a means, and
not an end—in consequently viewing no
study suitable, only as it is or will be prac-
tically useful. Arguing thus, Chrysippus
tught that the vital principle, or what he
styled the soul of swine, was only intended
ag a substitute for sult, for preserving. the
animal’s budy, for the perl{:rmunce of its
destined utilities. Hurdly less fullacious is
the idea, that the mind should be educated
for the support of the body—for thero is
only this diffrence, thut in the first case,
the vital principle is the cause of preserva.
tion lo the body-of the swine, while in the
other, the mind is edueated 1o contribute to
support the human body. But we are o
consider the frue, substantial motive to true
education. Tsay true education, in contra-
distinetion from induction, becavse the lat.
ter term is applicable, the other, atthe pres
sent day, not.  Education {rom its etynio.
fogy, signifies & leading from or out, refer.
ring 10 the exercize of the mental powers
in deducting truth, bur our education (so0
wermed) is rather - induction, signilying a
leuding -in, becnuse truths are now ru.
ther received, than deducied, No obe
acquainted with the learning of the present
day, but must perccive that what is called
education, consists in an accumulstion of
facts, thrust into the mind by a kind of ** in-
tellectual machinery,” retl.er than educating
or leading outthe powers of the mind, in
investigating truth. True education, of
which we now speak, is only promoted,
when the powers or faculties of the mind,
are brought ioWw active exercise—when
the assertion that a ** thing is," induces the
question ** why itis T" , mere learning

a given number of facts, and the having
stodied such and such sciences, do not ne.
A ¥

ed, not because it will enable us to du this, |

cessarily ‘constitute one educated, never
only ns the ncquiring these facts, and the
:mlugthnu sciences, have brought the
1o think. When thia is done, when
nllﬂnpmdlh&ﬁaﬂmwﬁh out
into excreise in any individual, and mever
till then, is thot indivioual truly educuted.
What ndvantege 1o the mint to know that,
that power which holds the celestinl bodies
in their orbits, is essentially +he attraction
of geavitation, or that that power which
unites their constitvent perticles, iscalled
cohesive attraction ! None unless the mind
is induced thereby to think thereupon, 1ill
it conceives it operating, and mentally, at
least, experiments upon the principles in.
volved. Agnio, whatadvantage tothe mind
10 know the facts which history rgcorda, un-
less become subjects of
inlia::, we read.of the brililant career and
unhappy cod of Alexander—but the facts
are only profitable, nfter they become sub-
jects of thought. The chief benefit is,
oubtless, to be received then. It teaches
us a lesson, it shows us the folly of inordi.
nate ambition—the end of those who make
power their idol. Again, what advantage
to know that at such a timg, Lycurgus lived
and gave luws 10 Sparta, unless his acts are
considered, and we tracethe effuet of par-
ticular lnws and institations upon a le?
What benefit resilts from knowing that o
Socrates once lived and suffered death, cx.
cept the doctrines for which he suffered,
beeome the subject of our thoughis ? Or,
what benefit to know that Greeee gve birth
o the Philosophers  Aristotle, Plato and
Zeno without their Philosophy becomes the
subjeet of our contemplation
. We therefure conclude that there never
is, nor can be any true education, only as
the powers of the mind are brought into
operation, and consequently, that itis more
ur less perfeet, accordingly as they are, or
are not thus esercised. As the body in-
creases i's sirength by exercise, so does the
mind, and conversely, as the body is weak-
coed by inactive, so isthe mind Could
the mind be the passis= - _.ient of cvery
fact in history, evc:y taw in philosophy, in
finc, allthat ever was » atill, because
not exerting itself in their inition, it
would be still noeducated, for the thinking
Euwers would remain unimproved. . As, to
uild an edefice, although the materials arc
provided, stillit ean never advance, much
lesg be completed, till the workman applies
his tooly; 86 though the facts of science are
at hand, the intellectual edifice must be stay.
ed uatil the intellectual powers be exercised.
What is nequired by induction, or whatis
prsuivali rossivad . 5es anly the materiale to
be used in acqniring a true education.—
They are to become subjects of thought,
and thereby new truths elicited, before edu-
cation can be materially advanzed. It was
thus, that the pioneersin the caose of sci.
enice, were possessed of minds so rigorous,
40 fur surpassing the eduented of the pre.
sent day, because they received nothing as
true, till it was demonstrated. They re-
ceived what they professed to know by edu.
cation,not by induetion, by deducing truths
by investigntion, not by passive reception.
Having now a definite idea of education, we
are prepared to assign motives to ils attain.
ment.
And first, an education should be desired
for its primary and secondary advantages
in this life, und its unending benefit in the
life 1o come. The secondary advantages

have been nlready alluded 10, because al.
furding two often the chief motive to its at-
tainment. Its primary advantage here,
must result from the gratification it affords.
That there is enjoyment to be derived from
knowledge properly acquired, second to
none, but that our holy religion can conler,
no one can consistently question. Who can
doubt but the enjoyment of the philasophers
of antiquity far exceeded that of the then
existing monarchs and conquerors. Cer-
tain it is that sop in his poverty, esteem.
ed himself happier than Croesus with his
wealth and power, and surely Socrates,
though condemned 1o death for his then pe.
culiar doctrines, would not have exchanged
his happiness, for that of his richest, nay
proudesi persecutors, How certainly would
Aristotle, the Prince of Philosophers, have
spurncd the Crown of even Philip, if offered
in competition with the pleasure derived
from his fuvorite Philosophy. The plea-
sure which Archimedes derived {rom his
Mithematical studies, the expectation of
immedinte death could not anoihilate nor
destroy. Hisonly request when demanded
for almost immediate execution, wos only
the favor of a few hours, in which 1o enjoy
the huppiness of completing a Geometrical
demonstration.  Witness the joy eviaced
when o hecatomb or 100 oxen were sacri.
ficed because some were so elated with the
demonstration or discovery of a principle in
Geomiiry, and then say if there be not hap-
piness in scquiring koowledge. The dun-
geons of the Inquisition were unable to in.
timidate Galileo, far too insufficient to pre.
vent him from enjoying the delight of com.
municating, much less from pursuing his
thi*ory of the heavenly bodies.
Ttappearsihen,that thus acquiring k nowl.
edge, is @ means of intense pleasure to its
possessor. It has been, it is, and ever will
be. The happiness of Sir Isanc Newton,
ut every new discovery of the laws which
regulate the material world, was doubtless,
inconceivably greater, than that which
wealth, power or any other similar circum.
stance sould afford. So 00, our own Frank.
lin experienced a delight, known oanly to
those, who, like him, are accustomed to
look th pature, up fo nature's God. —

To these, a host of others might be added,
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ta confirm the assertion, ** that the primary
advontage of, and therefore the stronges!
inducemcnt (0, securing an education, must
be found in the bigh gratification it affurds.
Living wiinesses might be addvced 10 sub-
stantiute this same position—yes, cunnot
you now rruem, to some extent, vouch for
its truth

The motive to any particular conduct is
proportional ,notonly to the advantages pro.
posed, but also to the certuinty of their ot.
taioment.  If' an uncertain wdvaniage be
pfoposed 1o the attainment of an education,
then ihe motives thercto, must be propor.
lioalb‘lggweak,bm if the advantage be cer.
tain, motive must be proportionubly
strong. If we propose any other motive
to an education, than its own intrinsic ex-

T For|eellency, und (he gratfication it can impart,

we substitute an inferior, and doubtful ad.
vantoge, for onc elevated and certain.—
Says a certain writer, {* they alone are se.
cure aguinst disappointment, in the expeeta.
tion of the adventitious advanitages of an
education, whose mutives are elevated
above them, and who seek knowledge never
for the honor or power they may confer, but
for ith own sake, I shomn we seok know!-
edye fur its advantitious adventages, such
as power, wealth or honor, being not sure
to follow, we are linble in the end, to disap.
pointment, with all its attendant evils,"—
This is strikingly true of those who have
exerled  themselves to acquire political
nonor—Dbut why, let me ask, the prevailing
lust for political office, which has seized
upot. the whole community, nnd caused the
educated man 1o forsake the path of learn-
ing 1.1t is from a prevalent, but mistaken
notion, that political honors zre the highest
that can be obtained.  We might safely ap-
peal not merely to humnn reason, but to hu-
man nuture itsclf, for a refutation of that
senliment.

Lt us castour eye back ward through the
lonely traek of time.  Whar names are
those that shine with brightest effulgence
through the dark vista of nges? The im-
perishuble glory that still hovers over the
ruins of ancient republies, arose not from
the genius of their staeamen nor the splen-
dor of their military achievements. Even
Cicero himself is known equally asa man
uf letters anda statesmanor politician.—
And who were the worthies of Grecce !
When the travelier wanders among the ru.
ins of her consecraied temples, and-the
perishing troplées of her former renown,
whence ariseose emotions which ogitate
his mind, asd those visions-of glory that
fire his imagination 7 The names that now
monn Leske with thrilling interest 1o hie re.
collectiony, are not thuse of her politicians,
with coruption in their hearts, and loud
professios of patriotism upon their lips,
nor of he warriors, whose lnarels were
* Blood nused, and watored hy the widow's tears,’
They are the fames of those who sequired
renown ly' their devotion 13 the cause of
literature and science—yes, it is 1o her
poets, herphilosophers and historians, tha
Greece «wes her immortality, We way
luok into the annals of any age or 12".0n,
and we sl find its bggghtest ora- acots
among it=men of letters.  During . | roud
peried o England’s history, when her
statesme “were engaged in schemes of po-
litical awbition, which have the bencficial
nor abidivg influcnce, her Shakspeare erect.
ed n striclure, around whose ndamontine
base wav's of time maoy sweep and sweep
forever. Her statesmen live only in the
perishabli mnnals of a eertain faction,
“While stil immorial swells a Newton's )
And Bhakoeare ‘?_':'llmcb greener grow wrhg:gc "
There is twrefore this broad distinetion be.
tween civl and literury honors. The harps
of Milionand Locke will never be unstrung
—ihe fume of Newton is written in sun.
beams oa the tablet of nature, as boundless
and lastirg 03 the heavens he explored ;
but the ieflucnce af the politician the mo.
ment he: has passed that dividing point which
sepurates the vanities of the present, from
the immortal honurs of the upper world,
will be felt no longer. And if his career
has been marked by intrigue and corruption
posterity will stamp *he mark of disgrace
upon his name, and hang the budge of infa.
my over his grave.

But to return, ufter this digression, which
a prevailing error seemed 1o require, we
will consider a motive 1o atiain knos ledge
imporiant indeed, but not often effectwal. |

‘¢ A desire to do good, orto be useful”
should affurd the chicf motive to an educu.
tion. But will it be argued that the chivl
malive 1o religion-is, o should be derived
from the ability it imparts 1o be useful?
Nuy, did ir derive its highest motive Tioim
this source, like education, it would soon
disappear, and immorality cover the earth.
Very rare are the inslances of individunls
seeking kaowledge, or drinking dyep from
the wells of science, merely frum u desire
of being useful ; if s0, upvn such, angels,
if conversant with our actions and motives,
must look and smile. Buot 1ill mar is by
nature differently constituted,, a motive more
congenial to his selfishness must be substi.
tited, to ensure true, substantial education.

As religion increases our ability to be
useful, so does education ; but this in either
case is an adventitious advantage and a se-
condary and doubiful advantage should
never be substituted in place of one primary
and certain. As the reward of piety is
certrin, so should be that of knowledge.
As religion should be sought, because it will
render its possessor.happy, for a similar
reason should koowledge ; and further, as
the reward of the one is unending, so

should that aitending the other. But stop,
says one—ithe benefit of an educstion is

do this, because it may be urgued that, |

confined to this life. If s0, perhaps the
Utilitarian argues wiscly, who considers
knowledge a kind of productive capital,
convertible into gold, silver, and other things
equa‘ly valuable,

Very much akin to. such a one, is that
professed christian (of whom there are but
100 many) whose idea of heaven is confined
by the gold, silver, and precious stones,
used 1o describe its glory.  From the Bible
we learn, that to one was given five talents,
to another Awo, to another one, lo every
one according to his abilities.

Hero the talents were given, according
to the ability of each for improving them,
and consequently is it not 1o be inferred,
thut the talents or blessings 1o be conferred
ot the resurrection of the just, will be pro.
portioned to their capacity for enjoying
them?  In other words, will there be more
given them to enjoy, than they are capnble
ul enjuying? Buys that learned commen.
tntor, De. Adam Clarke; the mansions which
Christ has gone to prepare fur his followers,
are vurious degrees ol glory suited to their
capacities end nttainments.

Again, similar, though strange views ars
expresscd by Thomas Dick. 8uys he, sup.
pose a.negro sluve just converted to christi-
anity and u profound christian philosopher
10 enter the eternal world at the same lime,
I8 it reasonable to believe there would be
no difference in the amplitude of their in.
tetlectunl views nnd enjoyments? Cam we
suppose for an instnot that an ignorant
proflignte who has been brought 10 the
knowledge of the truth but a few hours be.
fore his eniranee into the world of spirits,
shull at the mument of his arrival in the
world of bliss, acquire thoso enlarged con.
ceptions of divine truth, which an Owen,
o Wails, or a Dodridge cttained at the snme |
stnge of their existencel Or that n Hot.
tentot wha had been brought 1o the koowl.
cdge of christionity, only during the last
month of his life, shall enter into heaven
with the expaosive views of a Newton or
a Boyle. Such a supposition he concludes
(and justly teo) would involve a reflection
on the wisdom of the divince administration,
and would lead vs 1o conclude that all the
lubor bestowed by the illustrious individuals
now alluded to in order to improve in the
knowledge of divine suljects, was quite
nunecessary and even approaching lo egre.
gious trifling.

Roascn is related 10 mind as conseience
to moruls, By as much then as one's mind
is influenced by his moral character, so is
one's recoson influcnced by his conseinee.
There appears to be a similar connexion
between education and réligion,

The one adds to and heightens the enjoy.-
ment of the other, and it is not improbable
that as.much of the enjoyment of the truly
righteous here consists in studying and ad-

(miring the works of Him who is essentinlly

the Luntasis of knowledge, so it will be
hercatier. When possessed both by the
same iodividual, while religion checks pride
and a too great esteem of oneself, so edo-
cution checks a blind adherence to pariicu.
lar doctrines, delusive in themselves, and
pernicious in their consequences. Itis a
strange iden indeed that religion discoun.
tenances educution, especinlly since one
elevates and refines the ather, when the
docirines of the first, have nnd ever will be
maintained by the resvurces of the latter.
When ton, the brightest orpaments in the
literury world, have ever bevn the most
zralous and able supporters of the christian’s
faith,

Then we conclude that the motive to an
educition is second to none but our holy
religion, and that this motive finds its prin.
cipal strength and chiel advactage in the
gratification it can confer in this life, and
its unending benefit in the life to come.—
Let this motive actuste us, and our knowl.
edge will be imereased, our intellectual
powers will be expanded, and other things
being right, be prepared 1o say, as many
have,

* Farewell 1o knowlodge, first of carthly things,”
Uniil
“I go o drink it, where the fountain springs

Clear from its source, pellocid and refined—
Thu dregs of muddy carth are left behind.”

The bill to abulish imprisonment for debt
in Missouri, s been passed by both Houses
of the Legislature, and received the Go.
vernor's signature.

The Legisluture of Arkansas recently
gave toone of its members leave of absence
to go-home and kifl kis hags.

“ Hollo, Ned, what's the matter 1™

“ Matter enoughi-—John Jones called me
a linr, and I am lvoking for him to cune
him."

“ Bat, Ned, Jones is much the larger
man of the two, and it may prove a some.
what dangerous operation.’

** True enough ; 1don’tihink Tcancane
Jones, but, darn him, I Il stone his dog.”

There are at the present time 400 steam.
boats ¢mployed in navigating the Mississip-
pi river,

In England there are 1861 miles of rail-
road, at a cost of £58,149,169.

¢t Uncle Jo," said an observing little boy,
our folks alwnys put up the window when
the room is filled with sinoke, and the wind
always blows in so as o prevent the smoke
from going that way ; now where does the

smoke go!” * It goes into the people’s
answear.

eyes,” was uncle Jo's phillsaphic

The remark hos becn made by some
writer, and it is certainly a very just one,
that there is no part of history more agree.
able in itself, nor more improving to the
mind, than the lives of those who have dis-
tinguished themselves from the great mass
of mankind, and attracted public nttention.
When such a person is presenied to our
view, when we hear his name sounded by
cvery lip, coupled with eulogy or anathemas,
we feel a strong and lnudsbie anxiety 10
become aequaioted with the man .—we wish
to bring him down to vur fireside, nnd mi.
nutely scan his person and his character;
and, os the carious traveller trnoes the nuble
and majestie stream from its broad expanse
to its migutest rill, to dis~over its fountain
and source, so do we delight to trace such
men from their full and matured manhood
up to their fountain.hoads; and, having
familisrized oursclves with their early by.
hoad, with what interest aud sympathy do
we walch their labors and struggles 1o over.
come the obstacles in their onward course,
as, with a noble coursge and indomitable
eoergy, they open their puth to fumne und
distinetion.

It is given to but few men 8o to interweave
their own uctions and principles with the
transactions of their country, 1o exercise
such a controlling influcnce upon public
measures, as to make their own a part of
the history of their country. Fortunate,

‘indeed, is the nution, if her master spirita

are actuated by that noble ambition which
seeks 1o promote her happiness and prospe-
rity ; which strives 10 prrpetunte freedom
and the blessings which flow from a govern.
ment of laws-administered with wisdom
and integrity ; and which has its highest
reward in the contemplation of a people
united, prosperous, and contented ; und in
the verdict of ** well done, good and fuithe
ful servant.™

‘ Excepting Mr. Adams, who has been
lunger upon the stage of life, no man of the
present age has taken a more active and
prominent part in the public affairs of this
country, than Hexey Crav. For more
than thirty years he has stood bofore the
nation as an orator, unrivalled ; osn states.
man, of extruordinary sagacity, forecast,
and energy ; usn man, of eminent talents,
generous, high.souled sentiments, the strict.
est honour and integrity, and the chivalrous
{ricnd of universal freedom.  His name has
become familiar to the lips of the Ameri.
cun people *“ ag household words, * his poli.
cy identified with their prosperity, and his
fame the property of the nation.

Hanover coumy, Virginia, has the honour
of being the place of his aativity, where
he wits born on the 12th April, 1777. By
the death of his Father, a Baptist clergy-
maun, in 1781, he was left an orphun.boy ;
poverty his unly inheritunce, Providence bis
protector wud guide. He was, however,
blessed with a muther who combined a snund
understunding to kind and umiuble fielings.
“I koew her well," suid a distioguished
gentleinan, now in the Senate of the United
Swtes; ‘1 koew her well, when a boy,
und used to love 10 go to her house ; she
was an cxcellent woman: so kind, so in.
dulgent, and always took such a motherly
interest in the lads of her acquaintance ;
nothing she had was too good for us, and
there was uo stist in her measurement.”—
Much as we admire Henry Clay the Orator,
Henry Cluy the Statesmnn, Henry Clay the
distinguished ond commanding Speaker of
the H wse of Representatives, Henry Clay
the Minister Plenipotentinry, Heory Clay
the’ Secretary of Stwte, Henry Clay the
grave and able Svnater, Henry Clay the
favourite of the people, yet do we love far
more to dwell upon ** the orphan.boy" fol.
lowing the plough in the slashes of Hanover,
aud occasionally trudging his way, with a
grist of corn, to a disnt mill, 10 provide
bread for o widowed mother and yuunger
brothers and sisters.

It is an evidence of the goodness of his
heart that, in the privacy ol the domestic
cirele, surrounded by those to whom he can
unbason himself, nothing s, delights him
as to recur to the scenes, the lubours, tie
incidents, and the cojoyments of his bay.
fiood ; anecdotes of which he ofien relutes
with infinite bomour and zost.  This feel.
ing gushew forth in his speech at Hunaver,
on the 10th of July, 1840, which he then
visited for the first vime afier some forty.
threegyenrs' absence.  On that interesting
occusion, surrounded by nearly the whole
population of the county, wha had assembled
o weleome one of whom-they had heird
so much, and was 80 proud ns a pative of
their county, Mr. Clay siid :=—** | have
eome here to the county of my nativity, in
the spirit of a pilgrim, to meet, perhaps for
the last time, the companions and the de.
scendants of the companions of my youth,
Wherever we roam, in whatever ¢limate
or land we are cast by the accidents of ha.
man. life, bieyond the mountains or bevond
the acean, in_the legislative halls of the
enpitol, or in the retreats and shades of
private life, our hesrts 1uen with an irre.
sistible instinct to the cherished spot which
ushered us into existence. And we dwell
with delightlul associations on the recollec.
tion of the streams in which, during our
beyish days, we bathed,* and the fountaine
ot which we drank ; the piney ficlds, the
hills and the valleys where we sported, and
the fnends who shared thesc enjoyments
with us. Alas! too maoy of these friends
of mine have gone whither we must all
shortly go, and the presence here of ihe
small remoant left behind attests both ovr

loss and our early attachment. ] would

. greatly prefer, my friends, to employ the




