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4 We subjbia a hue:d' Gov. Pulk, d-
Juo. K. Kave, of - Phils.,
statement of his views
he Toriff. To shose who
Wﬁu with Gov. Polk's opinions
on this who could have access to Ris
recorded v and sesecugs, the LETTER
WOULD BAVE BERNUNNECESSARY.  Being call.
of on, hoivever| he has prompily reiterated them
a0 Ais letter.">-Columbia, {Ten.) Democrat,
.hqna |
. . . ’
“Col.mqm; Ten., June 19th, 1844.
- Sis

ydlillfﬂn h ultimp. My opinions on
this aubject been oflen given to the public.
Tagy At 1o B8 FOUND IN MY PUBLIC ACTS,
AND IN THE rtbll.u: DISCUsSIONs in which [

mw “—Jamgs K. Polk to J. K.

bﬂ-ﬂhd’u&iin hia letier to Mr. Kane, had
left the public ﬁ: doubt ns/to whether or not
ha; reitarated al] his opinions, as found in his

f ncth and| -public discussions upon the

, the c!qubl. is removed by his confiden.
mll Cx#nmbm his own residence, by
the assuranve that in this lefer ‘‘ he has
promptly mildmad thom."

Some jour |cotf mporaries, we discover,
h*‘!llkc it foir granted that by roping in thu
wmmli“ fair and just Pretection ')
lqﬂe Inst paragraph of his letter, Mr. P. is
coming overtothe Protective policy. But,
we 'would suggust that his words are by no

y susceptible of this construction, when
taken in their proper coonexion. He sets out
by referring Mr. Kone to bhis “upmloqs,
ore ** often given to the public,” and
ioibe *¢ found iol the pudlic acts, and in the
ic discussions,” in which he has partici.
pud. Thase, ps we shall see, are, from the
maﬂcemmmf his public eareer down to

 the preseni lime, KOSTILE T0 THE PROTECTIVE

romcy, AND ESSENTIALLY HOSTILE
TOTHE EXISTING TARIFF.
He then ¢ on to remark in general

. tetms, that tfq;n favor of a Tarifl' for reve-

nue, and voted, while in Congress, for the
bill of 1832, to modily the Protective policy
of 1828, and subscquently assented to a bill
reported by lhu Committee of Ways and
Moans, of which he was 8 member, making
further modifications, and ** making also dis.
criminations in (he imposition of the duties
proposed.” I pll this, thiere is nothing to
jostify the consttuction put upon the letter that
My Polk is something of a Tarilf man, for
while his vote in| ‘82 was avowedly for the
of bmlimg down the Protective Ta.
riff by degrees, the discriminations in the re.
ported billul' '3§ to which he re fers, were for|
!ﬂl‘lg“ﬂ uml COFFEER, articles of tor..
eign growth, with a view to reduce the pro.
teetion upon nﬂh:lu of home manufacture
and to supply the deficit in the revenue caus.
ed by such reduction,
Phe letter then concludes with the remark,

‘which has in our judgement been so palpably

misconstruad, that *“it' is the daty of the
, phent 10 tend, as far as pay be prac.
ticable 10/do s0, /by s revenue laws and all
other mheans within its power, fair and just
proteetion to.al the great interests of the
Udu,emlrnigg agriculiure, manufactures,
lhuhuham, and navigation.” A very
sweepin aﬂuﬂnml ‘*diserimination,” o

‘d Mvory difficult of accomplish-

* o8 u* prolonged controversy between

“faeadvocates of Free Trade and the Protec.

I yive mﬁhlrpy demoustrates.

' S umﬂn Polkaobpe.l orduugaln uumg

.,nd just protection™ we have
whale letter, which taken

“in’ coptiexion with his public
ussions, is too plain to deceive
ps friend of the Protective
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“l h‘llerlln reference to my opinions on |
m of tha Tariff, and among others|
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phis, 1843." Andto
umm
we give the authority by which it was m
from oue of the leading Democratic pda-n in
this State :—

Coruommia, May 15; 1843.

To H. Vax Psur, Esq., Editor of Appeal:

Siz :~At the earliest moment of leisure
which [ have had, since | received thraugh the
Memphis papers, the two series of interroga-
tories propounded to me by a portion of my
fellow citizens of Shelby county, I have pre.-
pared my answers, and herewith transmit
them to \m;, that theyv may be published
through the same papers which conuyed to
me the interrogatories.

I am very respectfully, your ob't serv't,

' JAMES K. POLK.
Memphis Pamphlet, page 2.

4 Upon the subject of the Tartff, I have but
little to add to what I.have heretofore often
declared to the public. AW who have obsérv.
ed my \course know that 1 have AT ALL
TIMES| BEEN OPPOSED TO |THE
“PROTECTIVE POLICY.” I am for lay.
ing such moderate duties on imports as will
raise revenue enough when added to the 'in.
come from the sale of lands and other inci.

dental sources, to defray the expenses of Gov. 1
ernment | economically administered. 1 am

in lavor of a tariff for revenue, and opposed

to a tariff for protection. 1was a member of

Congress during the ptriod that this subject ex-

cited grealest interest. R

Eavas opposed 1o the
protective tariff of 1828 and voted agaiost it.

I voted for the act of 1832——because it reduc-

ed the tariff of 1828 to lower rates. That
made some reduction though not as' much as I
desired to have made. 1 voted for the act of
March 2d, 1833, (commonly called the com-
promise act,) which reduced the rates of the
nct of 1832 to siill lower rates, and finally
brought the rates of the act of 1832 down to
a point at which no article was after the 30th
June, 1842, to be subjeet to a higher duty

than 20 per cent.”
21.

— Letter to People, page

In further explanation of the motive with |
which this “‘act” (the vote of 1832 ) was per-
formed, we quote from a supplementary Lel.
ter to the people of Tennessee, dated ot Win.
chester, May 29, 1843, and published in the
Nashvilla|Union of | Juhe 8. Weuse a file of
the Union now before us :—

“Theact of 1832 was an act to reduce
the higher rate of the act of 1828, and" other
acts then in force. It was a small reduction
conceded by the tariff majority at that timé to
Congress to the complaints of the southern
and planting states. My competitor in his |
letter admits that the duties by the act of
1832, ‘were somewhat lower thanin the sre-
vious acts,” They were by no means so
low as the anti-tariff delegations in Congress
desired them to be—still they were lower
than the duties imposed by the existing laws.
My compelitor states in his letter, that, “the |
wriff of 1833, if not a Democratic measure, |
was 1o all iatents and purposes a favorite Jack. |
son measure, approved by President Jackson, |
and voted for by the entire Jackson delega.
tion in the House of Representatives from
Tennessee ; my opponent was of the number,
and his Democratic celleagues Jokn Blair,
Cave Johknson, William Hall, and William
Fitzgerald, ‘aiding and abetting,” in the act.’

The public will judge of my competitor’s
motve ip failing 10 give the names nlso of
Jokn Bell, Jacob C. Tsaacs, James Standifer,
as they appeared uwpon the Journal, voting
with John Blair, Cave Johnson, Wm. Hall,
William Fitzgerald, and myself for the act of
1832. We all at that time professed to be

opposed to | the high protective tariff policy
We were in a minority im Congress upon the
tariff question, and were compelled to take
such reduction as the tariff majority was wil.
ling to coneede. Upon this principle we voted
mmwdlm chdﬂlm
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the tariff to which we

COFFEE, at the session dMuBc
was then, as before remarked, a member of
the Commmea of Ways and Means, from
which the bill to tax tea and coffee emanated.

The policy of taxing articles of such|*
prime necessity as tea and coffee of fureign
growth, and not coming In competition inany
wise, with domestic manufartures, is palpa.
bly anti.protective. It was proposed and
voted for as such by Mr. Polk, as the report
of the committee of which he wasa member,
and Journals of Congress show.
from the record :

Journal, page 105, Dec. 26, 1832.—** Mr.
Verplank from the Committee of Ways and
Means, reported bill No. 641, 1o reduce and
otherwise alter the duties on imports ; which
bill was read a first and second time and re.
ferred to the whole House on the state of the
Union.”

Jourpal 110, Dec. 28. “ Mr. Verplank
from the Committee on Ways and Means,
made a report intended to sccompany the bill
No. 641, reported from the Committee of
Ways and Meuns yesterday, to reduce and
otherwise alterithe duties on imports, &c.

From the foregoing report we make the
following extraet :

We quote

** The Committee perceiving no sufficient
reason why foreign luxuries should not pay
their share of the public burthens, propose to
raise the duties on silks nearer to the average
rate of duties imposed by the bill than they
now are under the act 1832, They also pro.
pose to fir a moderele specific duty, equal to
about TWENTY PER CENT on the value
wpon TEAS, and also upon COFFEE,
which were made wholly free of duty by the act
of last summer. This has been added from

|8 motive of finencial prudence, lest the re.

venue from the customs, should, from any
modifications of the bill, or other cause, fall
short of the estimate, or lest the proceeds of
the public lands should be in part diverted to
some other channel; in either of whick cases
an increased revenue would be derived from
this source of about ONE MILLION OF
DOLLARS, calculated on the rather short
importation of Tea in the last year. Should
this sum not be needed for the public service,
it may be repealed without affecting the other
parts of the system.” [House Report, No.
14, 2d Session, 22d Congress.]

The bill having been referred to and dis.
cussed, ond amended in Commiltee of the
whole, iwwas reported back to the House
with sund f_v..nmc ndments, among the rest one
ta strike out the duty on COFFEE, and anoth-
er 1o strike out the dutyon TEAS.
from the Journal:

““The question was then put,

We copy

that the
House do concur in the amendment of the
commiltee of Lh¢ whale, which proposes to
strike out the following item of the first sec.
tibn, viz :

‘* Thirty-first—On COFFEE, from and
after the 3d September, 1833, a dutyat and
after the rate of ome cent the pound weight.”

And passed in the affirmative, yeas 117,
nays 57. The yeas and nays being demand.
ed by one-filth of 'the members present,

Those who voled in the affirmative are,
&e. [Here follow the names of the 117
members whao voled for siriking out the duly on
COFFEE ]

Those who voted in the Legative are, c.
. |[Here follow the names of the 57 members
who voted against striking | the duty on
COFFEE, among the rest we ﬁnd the pame
of J. K. POLK.]

"The question was put that the House
do concur in the of the gommit.
tee of the whole House, which proposed io
strike out the item in the m sec.
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* Federal principles,” as/hié

term them, of . ‘.M n

them in strong .d M %

and as uttcriy at war

the former doctrines of |

friends and the ** favarite doelrfhu"

nessce. I this way, Mr. Ch 8" mnﬂqu

system™ was made a Ianding theme by Mr.

Polk, and **a PROTECTIVE ‘I‘AHBF”

treated as the main braneh of thilf sysiem.
We shall see in the following suthentie ex.

tract from his ** address to the people of "Ten.
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nessee,” published 10 pamphlel. formr at:the m'

time, and also inserted in the Nashwiila
Union of the 10th of Aprily from svhich we
quote, in what estimation he them held the ta-
riff policy. We shall also discoyer the view

which he then took of Mr. Clay's effurts tofli
save the tariff from utter annihilation in ihe checked—ihe

compromise of 1833:

““1 commenced my service in Congress at
the beginning of the administration of John
Q.. Adams. The principles and policy of
that administration were fully developed in
the first anoual message of that chief-Magis-
trate, and are of too, recent eccurence to
have escaped the public mind, They were
in all respects broadly federal.  The latitodi.
narian doctrines, with all ll’lm'onmlmgng
tendencies of the Hamiltonian' schoal,
practiced under thé administration of lbﬂ
elder Adums, were resuscitated and revived.
It was publicly proclaimed that the whole-
some restraints of the public will on the ac.
tion of the servants of the people were 10'be
disregarded, and that the ** Representative
was not 1o be palsied by the will of his con-
stituents.” It was declared by that chief
Magistrate 1o be ineffubly stupid to suppose
that the Represcntatives of the people were
deprived of the ‘power to advance the public
weal, thereby substituting the unrestrained
discretion of Congress and of the federal Go.
vernment for the specific grants of power con.-
ferred by a constitution of limitations and re.
strictions.  For the first time in a quarter of
a century, the doctrines of the ** prostrite
federal party™ were openly sought ta be rein-
stated. Federal principles exhibited them.
selves under new lisguises inall the leading
measures of that administration. It was dur.
ing that admioistretion that the PROTECT.
TIVE POLICY REACHED ITS HIGH.
EST POINT OF AGGRAVATION in the
passage of the tariff law; that * bill of abomi.
nations,™ in 1828. It was attempted to duild
up a great system of manifactures and intérnal
improvement by laxing the whole people, dind
especially of the planiing staies, for'the bene:
fit of the Northern capitalists. To make the

investment of their mouey profitable, the

euceon their neiglibe
ployment they mm
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of the vast sums of moncy Brought ints the
treasary. by the 1ariff, the: late ‘batik of the | 3U°
United States had a direct interest—because,
being by uuwuim-nhﬂ&w
tory of the. public. money, the liger thewol-
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whole Mypowaro'fth#’uﬁﬂy 'nﬁor- £
gavized, and, ptrsuing fts own lntii&. was, .’"°
at war with the lobm-and
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system. Federalism saw the means of extend. E‘n
ing the pawer and patronege M ﬂum
Goverament, coruptiog the sources.of Legis. | thé Treas
lation, and accomplishing unde:-anether lea. | o mount it
der and under another panty name; all the | Sttes o the Yeur
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Alexander Hamilton, ‘i the ebirlicr stages of m
the Government, set.out. - Agains tepolicy | ports of any;yearsinc
und doctrines of this administration a nd.all i | exposied in 1842 was §
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been at this. moment withering |
a high protective tariff, a0

prices of all manufactured articles must be};

raised ; and lo raise the prices, ENORMOUS

DUTIBS were imposed on mrrupvndmg g

articles imported from abroad. To purchase

the support of different sections of the Country | have

this inquisitivé system,
HEMP,
included in the HIGHLY PARIFFED AR.
THLES:

IRON, SUGAR,|a
cotton. bagging , and even sali, were | 1o

Erery man who bought a piece of | cies

WOOLEN or cotton clothy every man: sho _

bought an axe or & hoe, a plowgh or.a pound
nails, a peck of salt or a pound of sugar,was
COYERTLY TAXF.B\,;L m.m
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