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" o a remarkalle document,
mg, the semi-weekly Globe of
l
Address

. o) bears the form of a Re-
o the ** Democratic State
w«r North Carolina,” and
s 10 the votice of the public by that
blpnhuny sialement, coplaining a

of the birth and sqrvices of J.

;h and a lofty culogy upoen the distin-
tiw reputation and talents of the flon.
W []. Haywoe 1] the buthor of the Repon,
with special referenco to his qunfities as a
¢ aruthiul, patient, and securste investigator
of facts ad evidence.” This genticman,
whilst ho seems to concur in the applause be.
slowed upon Mr. Pulk, interposes o modest
’ disclaimer of the particular merits imputed 10
himwell, and addrenses himsell 1o the per-
formance of whal his

hecalls  pious

dant of a signer of the Meckle 'nburg Decla.

rﬁw

ald . o
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states, amongst o glorious band of Whigs
some unworthy sons.  But this detracts 20t
fyom her cxcelience.  Evean the sun, himself,
hes spots, but they dim vot his briglnoess.—
The ** Polk family™ was a noble band of pat.
riotic Whigs, ond the names of Thomas Pulk,
tha cldcr, the master spirit of the Mecklen.
burg movement, and of his sons, Thomas,
apd Welliam, aod Charles, ali of whom fuvght
gnllantly for their country—one fulling in
battle, and another bearing 1o his grave more

ihan one glorious scar, the evidence at once |

shed a glory upon the family which cannot |

ral relavive, Ezekiel Polk.

Bear in mind then, fellow.citizens, that
the maiter in questivn invulves the ¢haracter
neither of North Carulina, nor of the Polk
family. It is nierely nn inquiry into the Rev.
olationary conduct uf Ezckiel Polk, 'and that
inquiry instituted, not at the iostance of the
Whig party, but rendered neccssary by two

: s or James K. Polk, sither!. M' g
#d.qtb Revolution had, . like. ether | Liot
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hwdwmﬁm It is con.
ceded then, that Ezekiel Polk had a commis.
sion as second Olphllhllla South Carolina

of bis devotivn and his valor—these ml

be obscured by the misdeeds of their col!nle-l

assertions: put forward by the Democratic
party, viz : that James K. Polk was a descen. |

l

rajion ; secondly, that his grandfather wasa

Revolutionary force, and that in 1780, when
Carnwallis overran the southern country ** he
took a British protectionin order to save his
property.” This will appear by tke state.
ments of six of the wiltnesses produced by
' Mr. Haywood in his defence : viz. Geo. Ol
iver, Reuben Hood, George Alexander, Dan.

'iel Alexapder, John Smith and Thomas Grib.

ble. Now what was necessarily involved in
“ taking |n British protection?" As 1o this
the address gives the people no information.
On the cantrary, * taking a British protection’
is treated as if it was merely receiving a pa.
per from the British Commander directing
British sdldiers not to molest the Whig who
had it ; I'Lr the address says—** Tories did
not requtre protection, but Whigs." ** None

task,” with an ingenuity and special pleadiog digtinguished Whig of the Revolution. The | seeded tho British Commander's protection,

“so charseteristic of one who lias| a profcs.
slonal retainer, as proves: that hedid not
consider ‘himself cmpluyed Ly the Commit.
te¢ #o much to asceriain the truth,|as 10 sup-
port n gutse 1o which nune probably is more
aware, than  himself, (bat truth is not always
the best friend.

Hoth he ndd the Committee affect .10 be

first assertion was denied by the Whigs. Has
it been supported?  So far from it
admitted in the

, 1t is now
very nddress which we are !
noticing, that there were no signers. of that
IJu_Idratwn Was e one of 1he De legates
by whom the Declaration was made? It is|
evident that he wus not. In the spring of |
1775, Thomas Polk, the elder, then (,ulom.ll

nller lhr'y: had been vanquished, except the
Whigs hg had conquered.” Now this was in.
tended lo, conceal the true character of the
transaction, apd lomake the public believe that
protection were given to Revolutionary Whigs

|ns Whigs, Yet the writer of this address is

o well informed not to know the contrary,
and indeed, Liord Cornwallis would have been

moved with horror and indignation et what| op Mec klenburg county, *‘issued an order 1o | the veriest of simpletons, if he had granted

they epnsider a charge of Toryism, wanton.
ly brought  forward by the Whigs agninst
Bzekiel Polk, the grondfuther of the Demao.
erntic candidate for the Presidency. Now
thesd gentlemen surely. know, and| certuinly |
could not have forgotten, thot the! Whigs did
not fiest move in this mater.  They koew,
sod must have remembered, that the Tirst al.
llhio_ﬂl made tothe political character of Eze.
kiel Pulk; come fromibhemsclves.  That Gen.
Saundues ropresented Jumes K. Polk as the
descendant of a signer of the Mecklenburg
Deeloration of Independence, and that by
him and by the Democratic Press, support
was Claimed for him on necount of [the Rev.
olutlonary services of his ancestors. It was
ity péply to thése statements | vad injrefutation
_of these claims, , thut the Whigs felu them-
selves botl justified and bound to bring the
truth, o relation to this matter, before the
publie. And we ask you, fellow. citizens, 1
in this they were pot right? 1If a descent
from u signer of the Mecklenburg Declara.
tion, consitutes a claim upon the |American
publie, then the want of such descept nullifics
that elaim ; and if Mr. Pulk may |justly de.
mand gonsideration and confidencg, because
liis ancestor fuithfully served his country du.
~ ring the war of the Revolution, then, 1o shew
that his ancestor took part with the enemies
of his country, or in u question between his
property and that country, preferred the for.
mér o the latter—that he was cither a Tory
or an iadifferent supporter of the Revolution,
~ while be bore a commission in the army embo.
ai &' its support—surely, 1o shew these, or
‘ol these, is nbt only & fair, but a just
lusive-answer to this demand.  This

' have umdertaken to do. | They did
not wantonly bring forward the subject of Eze.
kiel Polk's character. That charncter was
first made an issve before the Americap pub.
nﬁ;*ﬂm‘lﬂp of James K. Polk, and
now whea they find their pretensions dispro-
S and feel that they have put forward a to.
theé people which recoils upon

by it I8 with & very paor grace they

! tlu just consequences of
their & Q!i Ne.

by caniiag about a *‘ cal-

l.hp offspriag of I.‘.le ‘demon
w It is with a yery poor
"‘!“' we remember that these
.“ ! M ago, mhed lhe:r inven.
' which the 10 destroy the peace
wm of the fiuuous and
riatic i § and when now, the *“de.
b ! pny mhn& duy not
ﬁmn{ efforis” 10 t*u:kea the
‘roputation of the great.

e Whig peciy.and whio, if theis
wm,mu tqt
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each Captain u(,um‘muy in the county to elect |
Iwo persons’' as dele gales. At that time
Lizekiel Polk was not a citizen of North Car. |
olina. He then resided in South Carolina,
from which he removed to '\l-cklcnburl' in;
1118 (See statement of John Smith and
Thoemas Gribble published and referred-1o in
Mr. Haywood's addeess ) It is not 1o be be. |
lieved that aoy Captin’s Company in Meck.
lepburg, would buve chosen a man who resid.
ed in another Coloay to represent and bind
them, In 1830, the General Assembly of
this stute appointed a Committee to examine
and arrange {or publication all documents re.
lating to the Meeklenburg Declaration. They
made a Report, other
things, n copy, preceded by a list of ** the
nuwies of the Delegates present,”

Mtine
submitting among

counsisting
uf thirty-six, and the name of Lzekiel Polk
IS not amung them,

1

(See pamphlet publish- |
ed by the Governor ugder authorit y of the |
General Assembly, page 11.) This Com.

mittee consisted of Thomas G. Pulk,
man, Juhn Bragg, Evan Alexander, Louis |
D. Henry, and Alex. MceNeill

the duty of these gentlemen to discover and |

Chair.
Now, it was

tecord the name of eévery person who took |
inrl in thase glorious proceedings, and espe. |

Sially 1o preserve.the names of the Delegates. |

Do you doubt ‘that that duty was faithfully |
Mr.
the present Democeratic Centrul  Committee,
was a member of -that Committee and signed ,
the Report.  Thoes. G, Pulk,

pcrforlm:d? Henry, the Chairmaa of

the Chairman,

wasa grand nephew of Ezckiel Polk, and |

his father, William Puolk, was then living.—

Naw, if Ezckicl Polk was a Dulegate, it was

4 .
‘the duty of these two gentlemen to ascertain | thority of Cosnwallis, professing himself ““a | that day was that ** Ezekiel Polk wasa Tory
and report it, and one of them must have |

becn desirous, from his connection by blood !
with Ezekiel Polk, to insert his name if it !

then living, could have given information of |

vame had been.omilted in the wrilten docu.
ments. These two considerations, viz: that
Ezekiel Polk was not an inhabitant of Meck- |
lenburg, and that his name was not reported {
to the General Assembly, must by every fair
mind be deemed conclusive agaiast the claim
now sct up for him. He was then neither a
signer nor a Delegate.

But we are lold that he ** took a lend."—
Well what is mgant by this! lie could not
have voted in choosing Delegates, nor in ae-
cepting the Declaration, for he was aot a cit-
izenof 1he county. If he was present, what
pretence could a citizen of South Carolina
have had to interfere in the Mecklonburg pro-
ceedings? Such inlerference would bave
been the height of presumption, and would
ao doubt have been resented as such by the | d
members of the meeting. As to their first | of
assertion then, it appears (hat he -?nep.her

| executed as traitors
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| protections to the avowed enemics of the
' King. [sit true, s the address says, that
| none needed protections except Whigs. But
how werc!they obtained? The writer of the
address well knows, that they were obtained
by renouncing the character of Whigs—by
-.ubmiuing: to the British Commander as Brit.
|s|15ui)]='é{:s, and by taking a test cath of alle.
giance to 'the King; and so the protection
was givenito those only, who having been in
arms for their country, or avowed Whigsaban.
duned her cause, laid ‘down their arms, and
declared themselves true subjects of the King.
This is abundantly proved by
nnd documents of that period.

the history
And, there.
fore, when Lord Corowallis, having grant-
cd protection to some militia-men,
wards caplured them at Camden,

afier.
they were
and
By his Pro-

both real
and pcrsunn\, to be sequestered, ul' all the in-

taken in arms;
not Ireated as prisoners of war.
clamation, he directed the Estate,

[habitants ** who were actually in arms, or

who had sbandoned their plantations to/ join
or support/the army, and of all those who by
an open avowal of what he termed rebellious

Ll | AL .
‘ principles! should manifest their perseverance

in opposing the re-establishing of Royal au.
(thority.” | (See Marshall’s Life of Washing.
ton, Vol. §. chap. 7.)
furms us, phat these measyres were taken “‘1o
(See also
7th Vol of Washington's writings p.556 et
sey.)

In unl‘cr, thereforn, to obtain and preserve
the benefit of his *¢ protection,™ it was ne.
' cessary for Ezekiel Pulk to submit to the au.

And the historian in-

break the gpirit of Indepe ndence.”

British subjccl '—to remain at home on his
pla ntation, to abstain from joining or support- |
mg the armies of his country, and vot to ex-

could be done with truth; and William Polk, | press opinions adverse to the restoration of ded “'1111 being a Tory during the Revolu.

the Royal autherity.  All this he did—he an

the fuct, if by any mistake :or oversight his | officer, holding a commission in the service, |
| and having taken an oath of allegiance to his
| his native country—and, in so doing, he gave

effect, as far as his presence and example
would go, to every measure adopted by the
British commander * to break the spirit,” as
the historian says, ** of independence.”

Aund what was the motive which urged him
to take this course! Was he averpowerad
by force—compelled by the fear of instant
death to dissemble apd seem to bea traitor?
Not so—had that been the case ha would
have been entitled to other and more favora.
ble judgment than we are disposed now to
pass upon him. The law of the country in
accordance with common sease “holds that if
a citizen gl ‘utider the powerof treitors and
tosavohib life from immediate and imincnt

fn with them, he is not guilly

u,th&nhafmwgu the first op-
has. . But no less reason will o
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:t-tui-n— in Mr.
1 18 ma
peolediion o8 'n dikh u‘u&
save Bis W It i troe Dusiad Mex:
der says, ** he had - -many slaves with a
denl of other propérty"—bul h»uh-
difference. The j‘%‘“ might do o pre
serve his linle; UWW*&Q
keep his weahh. Neithér could loose more
than his all; mwaﬁ-mﬂm
arms for his Mr’,h‘ ugreed to surrender
all, if needful, for-his countey’s goods <7 ) |
Let the matier be sifted as it may ; ot the
Demoeratie Committee sproad. over it what
mantle of charity thieir’ “piety’ rany farnidh
and afier their sk is fully .done-the simple
fuct remains, that Ezekiel Polk-preferred his
moncy to his couotry, and: could mot fullow
the path of duty, whea it demanded thesur-
render, or even the hazzard of all he had.
Was this the conduet ‘of airme fricod—a
bold fricud——a steadfyst fricad of his'country’s |
freedom? What would have been said, hiad
Gen. Washington taken protection, to save
his estate on the Polomac?  What Amecrican
heart but fecls the supposilion to invulye an
insult, on that greatest and best of Ameti-l
cans! What would have been the opi‘niun
and conduct of Washington under like cir-
cumstances? A fact| during the War of the
Revolution furnisheg p full reply. " When his
overseer wrote hiim,fthat the British required
from his estate a supply of provisivns, under
a threat of burning his house and property,
the reply of the nolile Patriot ‘was—** Let
them burn £ Yet)though his siation was
more exaited, his thgauons of duly were
the same with thosefol Captain Ezekicl Polk.
But ]t.:nm‘; the cusq of the Commander in
Chief, doesiary one ‘believe that Col. William
Polk, or Lhurh..s or Thomas Pulk, .his broth-
ers, or old lhonms'__’ vlk, their father, could
cither of them hnv("lb:naen compelled to take

protection as a Brigsh subjeck? Could any
thing have reconcilgd them w0 such « degrn.

dation? Not the fear of instant death prob.
ably,.and, ccrlamly;. pot the loss of proper.
ty.* No! When ,thcse men embarked in
the cause of their céuxlnry, in the times which
tried anssuuis they first sat down and
counted the cust.

1

'hey went into the con.
flict resolved on death or victory, and on the
miscrable pittance of property which might
be ot stake, cast not a thought away. O!
how different the conduct and feelings of
Ezekicl Polk.  While his properly was se.
cure, and Carnwallis at a distance, none more
devoted lollic cause than he, but when Corn.
wallis came; when his estate was to be se.
questercd, ht bent the koee, he took protec.
tion, and wag, or scemed 1o be, a Eribed sub.
ject. \

To coasider this conduct as Toryism, Mr.
[Taywood lhiguks the judgment merely of mod.
ern Whigs, but the certificates published by
lim, as welllas those published by the Whig
Piess, shew that the samc opinions of his|a
conduct was{formed by Revolutionary Whigs.

Aundrew Elliott swears that the one opinion of

and was in heart and deed an enemy 1o his

be makes bis escape o retura | dis

ram his duty,.. Now |

Country.” William McCoard aod Nathan
Orr swear tliat they always ‘¢ heard him bran.

tion."

John Brown swears that he learnt from the
0ld Soldiers that | Ezekiel Polk was'a Tory,
and that he tovk British protection and that
all the people considered histaking protccucm
as rank Toryism as if be had been fighting
against the country. _

Dan Alezander swenrs, (nat ‘“he has_re-
peatedly heard his father relate to himsc!f.and
others, that he was one of the men that took
Ezekiel Pulk to Guilford ‘asa Tory prisoner,
| and that when his brother Col. l‘hcmas Pulk,
konew that he was there, hie said—* damn him,
I do not want to sée Him, put hidh ‘with the
oiher Tories.” ™ - And Thonms' Alexander,

7 q".n. Qw\ li-t’-'-

Useir property in cuul-n forw moment with. the
pndu( their country.

roy.might .

| {ul to her, upd seive: Mithfully voderher stao.

Hihe thanks of qpnagu }p I}gpl;hl‘ﬂ& and
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that opinion harmoni

brothier Whigs “of W6‘ fevolution.  Tndee

what cther opinianedibld dstimsied?. “What mmmmm

but partgconld déenveuchinn act otherwise Mtwuww

than highly discreditable;which though mer[if (rté: “let-Mr.-Huywood produce the
forgive. jusiice muyet pronounch a | preof, thit afer Exzekict P nul w Beitish

profection, he wes appol

orime!  1tis useless o "u‘

the tubjfd It may be brouﬂib a _ _ .
' ‘proved, hh re Inb’
mogh’hwid ?ﬁdﬁ%w e 4

simple test. Tt depends upon the nature
that ullegionce which a lelfikes owesas his
country and a soldier 1o his standard.  Sup. | T conclusion Fellow. Cilizens, "’M
pose that when Ezekiel' Pulk was called éu 10 that iMMTomay chumisul' and sery
take the otth-of alieginnce-to his eountry, he | of Brekiel ‘Polk were frsl brought Torwa
had proposed 1o swear that hé would b faith. | Uy th&"Demotritic Purly Fas ghohnds uﬁﬁ
-mwy €haim support nir iy grwnd-son-~
the me wry fbto the:
: nd-have prodecoed.
body urwidl:nw gm-n ut hﬂ showing
beyond reasonuble rsy, that fa 1780,
Ezekiel Polk was rrwdedum heart a T'-
ry, by those who had the best opportadity of
knowing the- 1mh--thnt Im vuluuurﬂy wout
in 10 Cornwallis under no péesonal | filem
when iti” no datiger of lifoLdnd fook a pr-
weetion froft hi, mérely ty nivb His pﬁu‘iﬁ'
fom" Ioss Br*sequestration,” "Arid' ey hava
cuiled bpoii vou f §dY whethes hs “esconil:
ant has any elwims ‘upon his country i con.
scqueace of his coaduct.ef his uncestor. 1o

answer 1o this, our oppar have :
forward Oenl&sles oot Gpon mh.“?u

deny that Ezekicl Pulk “was re T
Tory, admitthe fadt the he'took a Bridish
protection under the circumatahdd we have
stated, and then complain, that we have s

aailed tho churaeter of the dead, mmm
pleint woll founded * - What ’tbefMUTu
favor of ‘Ezekiel Polkc was sithérto \the pul.
posc in-this eanvass, of it was not. | IFit wis
tothe purpose; wore we o permit the peoph
0 be impoesed upon-by unfounded assertions
of snerits which did not lexist? Were ws
bound to submil in - silcnce when an attempt
was made to adorma 'I‘aryr of 1he Revolution
with the ionard due only 10 a consistent Pi

riot and Soldier, add to invoke for his da;
scenidnnt ‘that sopport forithe first office 1y
the Natioh, which ke cafinot clnm'?or any
merits of His' Gwh? ~On 'h:o contta:y were

we 1ol bound to’ place the, tru: b 'befpre you,

s0 farns’ we werc ableto ascertain.it, wnd
leave James K. Polk to stand befure yun
withoiit' the glory of a Revuluuunnry ancestev
whiel'he did hot possess, &nd to lu&eed ur
To discredit the chrgn of lo:yum nl!eged fail, aéearding to his bW o racter and ser-
against Lzekiel f;ulk, M, Haywood offirs [¥iecsT* BUrif this” matied was ot materinl
two arguments, which may be shortly di ~ifitig'a imdlter ol no cofiscquenee whether

ed of.~—Thg first isAbis : hppubllmrm James K. Pulle Elaims his 1.&& from a
Polk's commission as_second captain_ in the | Patgiot or Tory! of d Revolurio, Why ‘i
Regiment of Rangeu. dalgd 18ih June, 1775, | it brought forward ‘ot wli? Wir did Gen.

and states that his formed “a part of | Saunders sound the praises of his ancestors, |
Col. 'I‘hompson B Rq,unqqt. ahph med and why lﬂdlbc Demopruno Prutnho (heser
prdises to tbc nation 7 Pt § we do not admit
iﬂwnfaﬁerh‘behwnnlerml Cetlﬁtn .hqa
K Polk 1o e asslcd *ilh
ment for theé misdeeds of his a lhu
surely when he stands Defore the Counlq

claifing Yhe firs: “office Tn hér gift, it s an

infpormdt inquiry, Row did ‘his ui:‘m; be.
llin-’!ddimmm ‘which est

dard ai all_hazards, except-dhe loss of his | that
property ; but that when that was insdanger,

ho must go over (o the enemy and taken Brit.
ish protection, and aet while the danger lasted
as a DBritish subject.  Would such an caibh
have been reccived ? WouH not the excep.
tion be eonsidered a timely proviso te autho-
rize future treason?  Wauld not & brave and
honoruble man have felt insulted, if such an
alternative had becn- offered 10 him? ' Yet,

this cxception describes the - very  gonduct
which Ezekiel Polk pursucd.. Jf ivwas rigit
80 o acl, it could not be wrong 1o say ‘when
he 1ouk the onth that he would so uct. And
if every man feels, as feel he must, thut'such
a qualification upon au oath of allegiance,
would bedangerous (o the country ‘aud dis-
graceful to the zitizen it could only be because
the conduct of Ezekiel Polk was disoredita.
ble nnd treitorous,  But wiat is foryism L
treason 10 the country in theswar of tlie reve-
lution 1 llence, the difference in the judg-
mcot passed upon bis conduet by. the Whigs
and Dewmocrats, depends ou the ditference be-
tween those  parties respectively in theig no-
tions of allegiances  The Jatter hold (i Mr.
H. correcily expounds their doctrine) a- taeiv
exception in that ebligation; by which a- citi.
zen is allowed to leave his.country, anda Sol.
dier his standard, when ihis. is pecessary 10
suve his property.  We hold the obligation
to be uaiversal in i1 requirements, and that
the citizen and soldier is bouad e adhere to
his country, theugh he should ihereby louse
ali he has. Hence they jusiify; and we con.

demn Ezekiel Polk. Lét the #reeteen and
Putriots of North Carclina determine which
is right. To them we cheufully submit the

question.

urges the commuﬂun an vole of M
as full evidence, that Entﬂel Polk Dol a
tory T W béttier his ¢ celppany machu[ urmed
a ‘part “of Cul pions ;
knuw. not, bnt it nequfred 1b; lﬂ. ; {ucll
‘“a trathiul, palhnl,mu] accurate | ipyestiga-
tor of fucts and evidence,™ a5 Afr, gg;wq
is published'to Be o dincover how a certificats.
und’ vote of 1795"a0d 1776 ‘\.'nx F"’ﬁ:.ﬁm
Ezekiel Polk _was not a wr{)ﬂplm e,
in comimon With o}lj.unr} mwortals, had;
posed ' ‘that Wnae Pould ouly inform us

of \ﬂt:l, A“L ; pas I ..nd
\hat to delormino'\h‘ w

el Poik, for his submis.| g
‘5"1'—.1
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