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March 19, 1837%7.

Thursday,

INAUGURAL APDRESS.

The following is a copy of the Tnaugural

- Address delivered on Wednesday the 4th by

Hon. James Duchanan, on his installation as

President of the United States for the ensu-
ing four years: ' '

Ferrow-Cirizexs—I appear before you
this day to take the selemn oath “that I will
faithfally execute the office of President of
the United States, and will, to the best of my
ability, preserve, protect and defend thae Con-
stitution of the United States.”

In entering upon this great office I must
humbly invoke the God of our fathers for
wisdom aad firmness to execute its high and
responsible duties in such a maneer as to re-
store harmony and ancient friendship among
the people of the several States, and to pre-
serve our free institutions throughout many
generations. Convinced that I owe my elec
m to the inherent love for the Constitation
and the Union which still anitnates the hearts
of the Awmerican people, let me earnestly ask
their powerful support in sustaining all just
measures caleulated to perpetnate these the
ricliest political blessings which Heaven has
ever bestowed upon any nation. Having de-
termined not to hecome a candidate for re-
election, I shall have no motive to influence
my conduct in administering the Government
except the desire ably and faithfully to serve
my country and to live in the grateful memo-
ry of my countrymen,

We hhve recently passed through a Presi-
dential contest in which the passions of our
excited o the highest
degree by questions of deep and vital impor-
tance;

fallow . qitizens were

but when the people proclaimed their
will thd tempest at once subsided and all was
‘The voice of the
in thd manner prescribed, «In the Constitution,
was I]'I"l!!]

calm. majority, speaking
and instant submission followed.
Our country conid alone have exhibited so
grand nnd"'striking a spectacle of the capacity
of man for self government.

What a happy conception, then, was it for
Congress to apply this simple rule—that the
will of ithe wajority chall govern—to the
settlemant of the question of domestie slave-
f'r in the, Territories! Congress is neither
“to legislate slavery into any Terntory or
State ‘nor to exclude it therefrom; but to
leave lh"e people thereof perfectly free to form
and rebulate their domestic institutions in
their own way, subject only to the Constitu-
tion-of ithe United States” As

consequehice, Congress has also prescribed

a natura]

that*when the Territory of Kansas shall be
a-.-]n_ﬂttvd as a State it “shall be received into
the Uiion with or without slavery, as their
constitution may prescribe at the time of
their -admission.” )

A difference of opinion has arisen in re-
gard to the point of time when the people of
& Territory shall decide this question for them-
selvee, |

This is, happily, a miatter of but little prac:
tical importance. Besides, it is a judicial
question which legitimately belongs to the
Sdpreme Court of the United States, before
whom it is now pending, and ~will, it is un
derstood, be speedily and finally settled. To
their decision, in common with all good citi-
zens, | shall cheerfully submit, whatever this
may be, though it has ever been my  individ-
ual nplmorgthat under the Nebraska-Kansas
act the ?pproprmw period will be when the
numben of actual residents in the Territory
shall J:m fy the formation of a constitution
with a ¥iew to its admission as a State into
the Union, But, be this as it may, it_is the
imperative an(d mdnpensabla duty of the
(uv(rnment of the United' States to secure
Lo every resident mhabtt&nt the free and in-
dependent expression of his opinion by his
Vote, This sacred right of each individual
st ba preserved. That being accomplish-

,nmhmg can be fairer than to leave the
People of a Territory free from all foreign

i terierence to decide their own destiny for

themselves, subject only to the Coustitution
of lbe United States,

———

The Whoié !'emwnal question bemg tbus
unled upon {he principle of popilar sover-
eiguty—a principle aé ancient as free govern-
| méat itself—everything of a Ppractical nnture

the Constitution; slavery in the States is be-
yond the reach of any human power except
that “of the respective States themselves
wherein it exisls. May we not, then, hope
that the long agitation on this subject is ap-
proaching its. end, and that the geographical
parties to which it has given birth, so mueh

speedily become extinct! Most happy will
it be for the countfy when the public mind
shzll be diverted from this guestion to others
of more pressiig and practical importance.
Throughout the whole progress of this agita-
tion, which has scafcely known any inter-
mission for more than twenty years, whilst it
has beer productive of no pesitive good to
any human being, it ha#s béen the prolific
source of great evils to the mhaster, to the
slave, and to the whole countiy. It has ali-
enated and estranged the people of the sister
Sgates from each other, and has even serious-
ly endangered the véry existence of the Union.
Nor has the danger vet entirely ceased. Un-
der our system there is a remedy for all
mere political evils in thé sound sense and
sober judgment of the people. Time is a
great corrective. DPolitical subjects, which
but a few years ago excited and exasperated
the public mind, have passed away and are
now pearly forgotten. But this question of
domestic slavery is of far graver x'nportanc.e
than any mere political question, becauss, |

ually endanger the personal safety of a large
portion of our countrymen where the insti-
tution exists, In that event, no form of gov-
ernment, however admirable in itself, and
however productive of material benefits, can
compensate for the loss of peace and domestic
security around the family altar. Let every
Uuion loving man, therefore, exert his best
influence to suppress this agitation, which,
since the recent legislation of Congress, is
without any legitimate olject,

It is an evil omen of the times that men
have undertaken to calculate the mere ma-
terial value of the Union. Reasoned estimates
have been presented of the pecuniary profits
and local advantages which would result to
different S
tion, and of the comparative injuries which

tates and sections from its dissolu-

such an event-would inflict on other States and

sections. Even descending to this low and
narrow view of the mighty question, all such
calculations are at fault. The bare reference
to a single consideration will be conclusive
on this point. We at present enjoy a free
trade throughout our extensive and expanding

country such asthe world as never witnes-

sed.
canals, on noble rivers and arms of the sea,
which bind together the North and the South,
the East and the West of our Confederacy.—
Annihilate this trade, arrest its free progress
by the geographical lines of jealous and hostile
States, and you destroy the prosperity and
onward march of the whole and every part,
aud involve all in one common ruin. But
such considerations, important as they are in
themselves, sink into insignificance when we
reflect on the terrifie evils which would result
from disunion to every portion of the Con-
federacy—to the North not more than to thé
South, to - the - East not more than to the
West. These I shall not attempt to portray,
becanse I feel an humble coufidence that the
kind Providence which inspired vur fathers
with wisdom to frame the most perfect form
of government and union ever devised by man
will not suffer it to perish until it shall have

This trade is condueted on railreads and

been peacefully instrumental, by its example,
in the extension of civil and religious liberty
throughout the world.

Next in the importance to the maintenance
of the Constitation and the Union is the duty
of preserving the Government free from the
taint or, even the suspicion of corruption.—
Public virtue 1is the vital spirit of republics;
and history proves that when Lhis has decayed,
and the love of money has usurped its place,
although the forms of free goverhment may
remain for a season, the substance has de-
parted forever.

Our present financial condition is without
a parallel in bistorr. No nation has ever
before been embarrassed from too large a
surplus in iis treasury. This almost neces-
sarily gives birth to extravagant legislation.—
It produces wild schemes of expenditure, and
'l}egets a race of speculators and jobbers, whose
ingenuity is exerted in contriving and pro-
moting expedients to cbtain public-money.—
The purity of official agents, whether right-
fully or wrongfully, is suspected, and the
character of the Government  suffers ‘in the
estimation of the peoplo. Thxa is in stsc!f a
very great evil,

The natural mode of relief from this em-
barrassment is to appropriate the surplus in

ASHEV’II.LE,H

has been decided: Mo other quesiion remains
for adjustment; ‘because ull agree that under

dreaded by the Father of his Country, will

whlch ? efur warrant can be found in  the
Cc-mtltutron. Among these I might men-
tion the extinguishment of the pablic debt;

reasonable increase of the navy, which is at’

/present inadequate to .the profection of our
vast tonnage afloat, now greafer than that of
any other nation; as well a3 to the defetice of
our extended séa cost;

It is beyond all question the triie principle
that no rhore tevenud onght to be collected
from the people than the amount necessary
to defray the expenses of a wise, economical
and efficient administration of the Govern-
ment. To reach this point it was necessary to
resort to a modification of the tariff; and this
Yims, I'trust, been accomplished in such a man-
ner as to do aslittle injury as may have been
practicable to our domestic manufactures,
especially those necessary for the defence of
the country. Any discrimination against a
particular branch, for the putrpose of benefit-
ting favored corporations, individuals, of in-
terests, would have been unjust to the rest of
the community and ioconsistent with that
spirit of fairness and equality which ought to
govern in the adjustment of a revenue tariff.

Bt the squandering of the public money
sinks’ into cotiiparative insignificance as a
temptation to corruption when compared with
the squatideting of the paiblic lands. No na-
tion in the tide of time has ever been blessed
with so rich and hoble an inheritance as we
enjoy in the public lande: In administering
this important tiust, whilst it may be wise to
graot portions of them for the improvement

should the agitalion continue, it may event- |

of the remainder, yet we shoiild pevet forget
that it is our cardinal policy to reserve these
lands as much as may be for/ astual settlers,
and this at moderate prices. Wae shall thus
not only best promote the prosperity of the
new States and Territories by furnishing them
a bardy and independent race of honest and
industrious citizens, but shall secure homes
for our children and our children’s children, as
well as for those exiles from foreign shores
who may seek in this country to im-
prove their condition and to enjoy the bles-
sings of civil and religious liberty. Such
emigrants have done much to promote the
growth and prosperity of the country, They
have proved faithful both in peace and in war.
After becoming citigens they are entitled,
under the Oonatitution and lawe, to ba placed
on a perfect equality with native born citizens,
and in this character they should ever be
kindiy recognized.

The Federal Constitution is a grant from
the States to Congress of certain specific
powers; and the question whether this grant
should be liberally or strictly construed has
more or less divided political parties from the
beginning. Witliout entering into the argu-
ment, I desire to state at the commencement
of my Administration, that long experience
and observation have convinced me that a
strict construction of the powers of the Gov-
ernment is the only true, as well as the only
safe, theory of the Constitution. Whenever,
in our past history, doubtful powers have
been exercised by Congress, these have never
failed to prodtice injurious and unkappy con-
sequences. Many such instances might be ad-
duced if this were the proper occasion. Neither
isit necessary for the publicservice tostrainthe
language of the Coustitution, because all the
great and useful powers required for a success-
ful adininistration of the Government, both in
peace and in war, have been granted, either in
express lerms or by the plainest implication.

Whilst deeply convineed of these truths, I
yet cousider it clear that, under the war mak-
ing power, Congress may appropriate money
towards the construction of a military road,
when this is absolutely necessary for the de-
fence of any State or Territory ot the Union
against foreign invasion. Under the Consti-
tution Congress has power “to declare war,”
“to raise and support armies,” “to provide and
maintain a navy,” and to call forth the militia
to
ample manner, with a war making power, the

“repel invasions.”

corresponding duty is required that “the

| United States shall protect each of them (the

States) against iovasion.”” Now, how is it

possible to afford this protection to California
and our Pacific possessions, except by means
of a military road through the Territories of
the United States, over which men and muni-
tions of warinay be speedily transported from
the Atlantic States to meet and to repel the
invader {

In the event of a war with a naval power
“| much stronger than our own, we should then
have no other available access to the Pacifie

coast; because such a power would instantly

elose the route across the isthmus of  Central
America. It'is impossible to conceive that,
whilst the Constitution has expressly required
Congress to defend all the States, it should
ret deny to them, by any fair ‘construction,
the only possible means by which one of these
States can be defended. Besides, the Gouw-

ernment, ever since its origin, has been in the

constant. practice of eounstructing’ military

tﬁa Treasury to great nuational objects, for

roads. Tt might also be wise o gonsig!er

Thus endowed, in an |

11_‘

ummmmmmw

whet.her th'u love for the Union which now
animates our fellow- ¢itizens on the Pacific
coast may not be lmpa:red by our neglect or
refusal to provide for them, in their remote
-and isolated condition, the only, means by
which the power of the States, on this side of
the: Rocky Mountaios, can reach them in
suﬂclent time to “protect” them “agamst
invasion.” I forbear for the present from ex-
pressing A0 opinion as to the wisest:and most
economical mode in which the Government
can lend its aid in accoriplishing this great.
and necessary . work. I believe that} many
of the difficulties in the way which now ap-
pear forfriidable will, in a great degree, vanish
as soon as the nearest and best route shall
bave been satisfactorily ascertained.

It may be proper that, on this oecasion, T
should make some brief remarks in regard to
our rights and duties as a member of the
great famyily of nations. In our intercourse
‘with them there are some plain principles,
-approved by our own experiencs, from which
we should never depart. We ought to culti-
vate peace, commerce and friendship with all
pations, and this not merely as the best means
of promoting our own material interests, but
in a spirit| of Christian benevolence towards
our fellow men, wherever their lot may be
cast. Our diplomacy should be direct ‘and
frank, neither seeking to obtain more nor ac-
cepting less than is our due. We ought to:
cherish a sacred regard for the independence
of all nations, and never attempt to interfere
in the domestic concerns of any, unless this
shall be imperatively required by the great
law of self preservation. To avoid entang-
ling alliances has been a maxim of our policy
ever since the days of Washington, and its
wigdom no one will attempt to dispute. In
short, we ought to do justice, in a kindly spi-
rit, to all nations, and require justice from
them in return, ?

It is our glory that, whilst other nations
have extended their dominigna by the sword,
we have never acquired any tefritory except
by fair purchase, or, as in the case of Texas,
by the voluntary determination of a brave,
kindred and independent people to blend their
destinies with our own. Even our acquisi-
tions from Mexico form mno exception. . Un-
willing to take advanjage of the fortune of

these possessions, under the treaty of peace,
for a surmn which was considered at the time a
fair equivalent. Our ‘past history forbids
that we shall in the fature acqu;re territory
unless this be sanctioned by the laws of jus-
tice and honor. . Acting on this principle, no
nation will have a right to interfere or to
complain if, in the progress of events; we shall
still further extend our possessions.

Hitherto, in all our acquisitions, the people,
under the protection of the Ameriean flag,
have enjoyed ¢ivil and religious liberty, as
well a= equal and just laws, and have been
contented, prosperous and havpy. Their trade
with the rest of the world has rapidly increa-
sed; and thus every commercial nation has
shared largely in their suecessful progress.-

I shall now proceed ta take the oath pre-
scribed by the Constitution, whilst humbly
invoking the blessing of Divine Provideuce
on this great people.

—_——— P —————

Owed to the Ohio River.

“gy JINGO.”

Old stream, yvou’re friz over,
You've got under kiver,

From the bend to the bar;
But you aint smart, old hoss—
If you are friz across,

We know you are still tkar.

Why dou't you flow on,
Untillyou're all gone?

You crooked old %camp
You aint worth nothin’ no how!
You gan't swim a cow;

And you give boys the cramp!

‘When you aint friz you are dry,
Except when vou're high,
And then you're a great bore—
You bile over the banks,
And float off all the planks, g
That's piled up along shore.

But you aint satisfied then

After hurting some men—
You get after other fellers;

You bile right ahead,

From you're old muddy bed,
“Till you get in the eellars,

-

Lord knows what you want therel

And Lord knows we don’t care,
-(For(you aint flesh and blood!)

We know what some fellérs

Go after in cellars,
But don’t understand you~—old ﬂood

You sint very smart!  You reem
Like an old fool—old stream! ¥

You' don't understand jokes!
You may get under kiver,
And get Triz all over,

WaT against a oister Republic, we parchased |
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Injins About.

A Texan correspondent of the New Orleans |
Picayune tellsa good stery, in one of hig lft--
ters, of & “surly-faced, grizzly-haired, pufly
aad moon-eyed chap,” who persecuted a cer-
taia roguisli damsel with bis attention, and
was finally thrown off the course of true love
by the following rtse:

It being the watermelon serson and Detty's

father hating a fine supply, all the youngsters
for miles saround assetnbled there on the holi-
day to feast on melons. :
C. was prominent in the circle till the after.
noon. Betty held private interviews with the
other young men and arranged that C. should
be decayed from the house, and frightened by
the cry of Indians from some of Lis eomrades,
which, it was thought, would wound his pride
and drive him away,

Five young men, with C, walked out. A
bath in the rivef, three hundred yards distaat,
was proposed by one, and seconded by several.
Of course, poor C. was “jpn.”

They went down to the ford, near the mel-
on:patch and began tindressing. In the mean
time, eight of the othera, with guns, had gone
down, undercover of the bank, and secreted
themselyes along the path from the bathing
place to the house.

“Now,; Loys,” said one, “whoshould be the
first to dive into that ’ere poolf”

“I will,” said C;; “ain't I first with the gals?
In course I'm first here.”

Off went coats, shoes, pants, &c. Just as
C. bad doffed everything, barring a long
flanvel shirt—bang! bang! Who-wo-yeh!—
Bang! went two, three, four guns—Ilong and
shrill went the Indians’ jyell in the dense
brush and under the bank.
~ %0h, Lord; T am a dead man, boys!”  said
James Simpson.

“My leg is broken.
George Williams.

“Run for life, men! run—for mercy’s sake,
run " cried Jack Parsons.

*One of myeyes is out, and both arms bro-
ken!” all being #aid iu au instant.

Do you see that red blaze along the path?
Lopk a moment—what velocity! The jagged
hair all straight out bebind—that's *0.—a
streaking it for the house, shirt and all. See
him about the corner of the field, by the
thicket, Bang—bang—wenta ha!f a dozen
pieces; loudér than ever, rose the Lideous
Wwar-cry. '

“Oh! Lord!” shouted €., redoubling his
spaed; the red blazes getting larger—Dbunches
of his bushy hair dropping out as he “spread
himsell.? See him leap the yard fence— bigh
in the air—red shirt and alL

The porch was full of ladies—eoff went two
or three more pieces. C. gianced at the
ladies, then at his short red shirt.

“Run for your life, C.,” screamed Betty:
“the house is full of Indians. Eather's dead
and brother Sam wounded. Rtn, speed!”

In the twinkling of aneye C. was out of
the. yard; and, supposing the premises sur-
rounded, off he shot—tlie red blazes more
brilliant than ever—and striking directly into
a thick, thorny bottom, he reached and swam
although it was near sunset,

save me!”

Oh, eried

the river; and,
C. got into a settlement, fifty miles distant, to
breakfast next morning; still retaining ihe
sleeves and coliar of his red shirt, and re-
porting all the family, visitors, &e., among
the slain. As for himself, he said he fought as
long as fighting would do any good.

It is unnecessary to inform you, dear reader,

‘whether or not Betty was troubled with C.

after that snap.
—_——itd bt P

TeruisLe Favize v Norwavr.—Hun-
dreds Dying Duily.—The Eungiish papers
have accounts from Norwar, which give a
painful pictura of the suffering of the inhabi-
tants of Lapland and Finmark, bordering on
the North Caps of Norway. Owing toa
failure of the crops, the inhabitants are in a
state of starvation.

“Hundreds are dying daily, and the living
are compelled to subsist as they best ean, on
the bark of trees;, ground and cooked with
onts. In order to alleviate these sufferings
charitabie committees have been organized on

| the opposite coasts of the Gulf of Bothnia to

collect contributions in kind, such as corn,
tlour, vegitables and spirits, which will be
conveyed to them across -the ice in sledges.
As an addidon to the suffering of these poor
creatutes, the cold is of a severity rarely
expérienced even in those ice-bound coun-
tries.” ;
E# The editor of the “Wring and Twist”
says be has seen the contrivance which our
lawyers use when they %“warm up-with the

...._

‘| subject.” . He merely says “it's a"glass concern
and bolds about a pint.”
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H‘anor like & ball of anow, always
becomes greater the fartber it goes. When

|you hear & report ascertain how far it has
ftraveled, apd ‘ben alcuh&e how much_you’

Bul’ ydu c*un't fooﬂ the full:--r

._f"’k

may~ belleve.
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scnpﬁon of = fight he m&l-udhfﬁ a bo-
tween A lion and antelope. The D, tﬁ
guides hiad jost emerged from = na o ’Jm

between two rocky hiils, wh,n. qu
angry growl, whiclf ﬂ.'l!y hie' fb'h d
the ‘meonarch of the foredts! At the
not more than forty yards it advance ¢ Ml
a gemsbok stood at bay, while & hagh t:vq
lion was crouched  on & rocky platforin m
the level of the plain, évidently meditati
sttack on the antelope; only a apsce
twenty feet aeperated the two anima
lion appeared to be Mlmntpé“'llh w
est fury, the gemabok was appa

and resolute, presenting Lis well for head
to the epemy,

The lion cautiously changed hh -
descendmg to the plain and made a rqu., |

obviously for the purpose of. attacki g the
gemsbok in the rear, but the latter was.ou

the alert and still torned his head towards his
antagovist. This manttuvering las for
half an hour, when it appeared to the

ers that the gemsbok used & atratagem to

induce the lion to make his assault, The .
flank of the antelope was for amoment pre-
sented to his fierce aseailarit., As gitick as
lightnifig, the lion made a spring, but while
he was yet in ths air, the gamsbok turped his
head, bending " hi$ neck so as to ‘pres¢nt one
of Liis spear like horns at the fion's brepst. A |
terrible laceration was the consequence; the
lion fell back ou his hautthes and showed &
ghastly wound in the lower part of hi necl;

He uttered a howl of rage and anguish, and
backed off to admtnnce]of fifty yards, &bemmg
balf disposed to give up the 4.0'!)4!“, bat
huager, fary,or revenge once more impelled
him forward. His second assault was more
furious and headlong, he rushed at th gems-
bok, and attempted to leap over the formida-
ble horns in order to alight on his Back.—
The gemsbok, still standing on the defensive,
elevated his head, speared the lion in lin side,
and inflicted what the spectators belm?ed to
be a mortal wound, as the horns penetrated
to the depth of six or eight inches. ‘Agahl
the lion retreated, groaning and limping in'a
manner which showed that he had been
severely hurt, but be soon eollected all his
energies for another attack. At the hnsmt
of collision, the gemsbok presented }a horn
20 as to strike the lion 1mmed1atelv bbtwam
his -two fore-legs, and so forcr*fu! ¥as the
stroke that the whole length of the hdrn was
buried in the liow's body. For nearly|a min-
ute the two beasts stood motionless: then the
gemsbok, slowly backing, withdiew his horn,
and the lion tottered and fell on his nide, his
limbs quivering in the agonies-of death. The
victor made a triumphaut fldurish of h heels,
and trotted off apparenﬂy without having

received the least | injury in the conflic —.Dr
Livingston's Truvels in Africa. . - ‘1
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Wio Arz rar Harpy?—Lord By
“The  mechanies and wmmng men
maintrin their

shid:
Wio ean
faruilies, are, ' in my o‘:nnm. -
the happiest body ofmen Doverty is wreteh-
edness, but even povprty is, pcrhnan to be
pt Cfel‘l‘ed to the henrtlee, nnmeanmg dl“]p‘
tion of the higber ¢ Jars.? -~ | .
Another auttor says: “I have no pro mrtv
lo‘envy nuy  one, least of all-the tich  and
grea’; out if I were disposed to this waskness,
the subject-of my eivy wonld be a healthv
young.man in fall possession of his stltt‘!wgﬂt
and faculties going forth in a mording to
work for his wifeand childten, or brﬂngsug
themn home his wagas at night.” E

Lo

EZ Rev. GeorgeC Foote, - an p mpn!
clergyman, - Rector of Whitemarsh arish,
near Philadelphia, tock “his congregat n all
aback, a few days sinee, b; annoutcing that

he bhad become & convert to tho Cht: hoof
Romﬂu

S LS o
£ “T1l bet a sheep,” said old Memhltb to
his other balf, “that our boy Otho . s| going
erazy—for he is grinning at the plmh and
he is grinning at the barn, and he i is grinning
at the table, and he is griening to  himself
wherever he goes.”  “Poh,* replied “the \ol:l
woman, “don’t you know htgot a love letter
this morning 1* : 2
Sha i - [
Presto! Cuaver.=The Know “Ntl}lng
Council of New York has-resclved to abolisk
the  oaths,. grips and degrees of the order in

{that. State, and sabstitute the “plefige of

bonor.” It also . resolves most tehel*eutly
against slavery, . What bexd- o Ted
——

Wit oxe Goop Hgnn Cax '
Porrer's . Spirit of the Times aa
Vermont Biack Hawk aamed for )1- awner,

wathout leavmg his mnble, A sun rising 47~
000, anc:  hns given cuurdgo.grm :
speed aod fire w some ten or twelyo ha
wlu' ’ [ p

|
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; l?'t'ﬁfﬁu- is uchear rewmmenwt*&b‘
l
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