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BIOGRAPIHY.
% MEMOIRS OF LA TAYETTE.
s The following Hographical notice of
Eeneral La Fayettey is an abridgement
A& .de for a Boston paper, of an article in
new French biographical dictionary,
(@ ich is said to be one not remarkable
Ol iis partiality to men of liberal princi-
. The article is, however, kind on
¢ whole and contains particulars of the
eneral’s life which are not familiar to
mevican readers.—2Net. Gasz.
om the Paris Biographie des Hommes Vivants.
trie-Pie-Joscph-Rochi=Yees-Gilbert- Mot-
De- L Fayette, was boen in Auvergne
the vear 1757, of une of the most an-
ent fumilics of that province. He mar-
ed in 1774 Madenioiselle de Noailles,
aughter of the Duke d’Ayen, Captain of
. Body Guard. “At that time he was
icen of a considerable fortune.
ure the intention which had been form-
i by Louis XV, to assist the Americans
vas known, La Fayette privately equipped
vessel, which was filled with arms, and
scaping the vigilance which watched
tm, sailed te « merica. There he served,
st merel < __-alunteer jn the revolu-
Tonary ut any design except
hat y ‘ction as a soldier.
i s despatched to that
“ody of French
rved his courage
.1 the command of a
-rs, who joining them-
- inhabitants, contributed
suiceess of the American Re-
During this struggle the youny
ette signalized himsclf in so bril-
manner that he became the friend
{ linstrions Washington. Indepen-
being established, he returne | to
with the office of Ficid-Marshal,
withtestimonials of gratitude from
iericans, and filled with sentiments
ty which the success of that peo-
their republican deliberations had
‘ise toin his mind. Me was re-
1w Paris with a sort of enthusiasm.
r was talked of but Ia Fayette, his
as every where sounded, and his
was every where to be seen. At
vocation of the States General he
sen deputy to that assembly, with-
sition,hy the nobility of Auvergne
ame there supported by the pub-
on. At that time a constitution
cwded for on all sides. M. de Lau
Fayette, who afterwards placed himself
in the first rank in constitutional entei-
prises, did not speak on this occasion.
He continued to sit with the majority of
the nobility in their own chamber, until
he 27th of June, when the king, alarmed
by the boldness of the revolutionists, com-
manded that order to unite o the two
ctaers.  La Fayette protested, with the
wority of his order, July 5d, 1789, a-
grianst every thing which was done con-
trary to the principles of the monarchy,
b the individual rights of the orders—
aed he even demanded “hat an zet should
be pussed by the chamber as well us his
colleagues of the Auvergpe nobility, de-
claring that they had done il in their
pover to support the systenn of voting by
Qrilers. Jtascertain that it was not until
A ese eforts had proved fruithe
determined to join the Netiona! s
As s mandates were imperative,
h.t woukd not tuke part in i delibera-
YR ! he had obtained from his con-
S8 ents ness powers in which this clause
not stipuiated. e demanded leave
csence in order to solicit thise and it
WA=t il s return that he began his
\‘:'\‘n.iutm)‘y cares July 11, 1782, he
st o declaration of rights, which
applunded. It v 1 moving
on that he made the remark.
trranny is at ity heygehty doone-
¢ s Hie mest koly of duties. “The
{lﬁ neof Juls 11y drew the public atten-
t'% stiimore pon La Fayette, und from
thig 1., ntry bt duted the inimense pow-
hohe aceuired. At this period
b s maling wilitary prepara-
"a‘ Viich seeard W arnounee the in-
I dinsolving theassembly by torce,
Cveringe of Juiv 12, a vielent nsur-
“0 broke ont i the capitaly, which
prowence, the disissal off ML
The (o, Lally Tolendale
L 1L 1 2 decree that the
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s}mip of the honor and loyalty of the
F rench. La Fayette obtained an addition
to this decision, that the ministers who
were to be appointed by the king were,
as well as all civil and military agents,
l‘esponsr_ible for any undertaking contrary
to the rights of the nation, and the decrees
qf the national assembly. After this de-
liberation, which was had very late, the
assembly continued to sit all night, M. La
Fayette presiding over it, in the place of
M. Le Franc-de-Pampignan, Archbishop
of Vienne, who on account of his extreme
old age could not fill an office so fatiguing.
July 15th he was chosen by the commune
at Paris, commander of the Parisian mi-
litia, which was almost immediately after
called the Nutional Guard. The ‘young
general accepted this nomination, and
drawing his sword, made a vow to sacri-
fice his life to the preservation of that
precious liberty the defence of which they
had entrusted to him.  Every thing was
then in trouble and confusion ; not only
those who had nothing to lose, but these |
who had much, helped to keep up the
state of disorder. Notwithstanding bis !
extreme popularity, he was not able to
save Foulon, whom he had taken under
his protection, October 5, a new insur-
rection having hroken out, the French
Guards appeared again in the front of i,
and summoned their general to lead them
to Versailles, not to askf or bread, like the
women by whom they were surrounded,
but to revenge themselves, as they said,
for the insults which had been offered to
the cockade and to the nutionul colors.
M. La Fayette endcavored in vain to tum
them from their project. He repaired to
the square, mounted his horse, placel
himself at their head and haranguel
them, but without success. Cries of &
Versailles, to Versaills, interrupted him.
he could not make himself heard. A
iast he told them, that being only head of
the armed force, he could not act withow
orders from the representatives of the
commune. The latter immediately sen
an order for him to go to Wersailles. The
populace no sovoner learnt’ this decisior
than they set forward and began the dis-
orders at Versailles before the Nationu
Guard could be assembled.  This body
arrived about eleven‘in the evening, com-
manded by La Fayette, wha ordered all
the posts tobe occupied.  Thinking there
was nothing to fear, he went to tuke sorae
repose, having assured the king and
queen that tranquillity was restored. But
at six_in the morning the castle was ut-
tacked by the mob who had introduced
themselves through the gardens. Three
body guards were murdered, and the
queen, forced to fly hali’ dressed, was near
being assassinated in her bed.  La Iay-
ctte, awoke by the general noise and the
cries of the multitude, arrived at last,
placed himself at the head of the grena-
diers, and expelied from the castle the
rullians who had introduced themselves
into it. Fiftcen of the bady guard whom
they were about to murder, were saved.

But this was the day when Louis XVI.
yielding to the cries of the populace, went
to Paris with his family—and from that
time his power ceased. A few days after,
La Fayette, in a very animated conference
which he had with the Duke of Orleans,
save him to understand that his name
formed the pretext for ail the disorder,
and that it was necessary he should leave
the kingdom for some time. A pretend-
ed mission was given to this prince, and
ae went to England,  From this period
10 the departure of the king, no great
crimes were committed in Paris, although
the agitation wus extreme.  One individ-
nai had bLeen seized by the mob, and they
nad alecady suspended Lim to a lamp post,
when the commanaunt general hastened
to the spot and Limselt cut the cord, and
saved the wnhappy man.  But M. La
Foyeite's greatest wivmph s the period
of the federation, July 14, 1790, Tt was
on that dav that ke received the general
comm-md of the national guard of Prance,
AN these nationad guards and the troops
of the fine met by aeputation in the Camp
de Marsy and swore inpresence of the
king and the assembly to maintain a con-
stitutions wh ¢id not yet existe “T'he
eves of all Franee were turned on the
commandunt general of the national guard.
Surrounded with the homasre of the whole
army,he wos really the mastin of the king-
domy, and his power was innnense, ‘The
minds ol the people were then in the
grreatest agitation 3 every where insurrec-
tions were veady to break out, which cuus-
ed the apprehension that a general over-
turn wonld take place. M. La Favette
succeeded for a long time in restraining
them.  The active service in which he
was enpzaged prevented his sharing i
many of the deliberations, but he voted
for all the Dnportant innovations, such as
trial by jury, the civil and political rights
of people of color, although not for the
immediate abolition of slavery, us some
biographers huve asserted.  He wished,
with Mirabean, whose tife he saved, that
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In the holy week of 1791, the king
wished to go to St. Cloud. As soon as
this reachied the ears of the jacobin party,
they reported that the monarch was about
to leave the kingdon. This was believ-
cd by the national guard, and instead of
favoring this little expedition, they pre-
vented |ty notwithstanding the orders of
their general to the contrary, whom, until
that time, they had obeyed with the great-
eqt enthusiasm. La Fayette, vexed with
this disobedience, resigned the command,
but the national guard displayed so much
regret, that he resumed it again. On the
departure of the king in June of the same
year, he was accused by the jacobins of
having favored it. The truth is, that
whatever suspicions he might have of the
monarch’s projects, he knew nathing posi-
tive with respect to them. When he
heard the news of it, before leaving his
bed in the morning, he would not believe
it.  He repaired to the mayor, and when
he was seen in the streets, they shouted
Five La Fuyette, and a bas La Fuyette.
Mobs were formed, and they begun to cla-
mor for his head, The deputy Rewbelt
endeavouaed to infuse into the assembly,
which was hardly formed, suspicions of
his fidelity—but Barnave repulsed these
insinuations with much energy, and it was
to this deputy that M. La Fayette owed
his safety.  Theking having been arvest-
ed at Varrennes, by the measures which
he had taken, he recovered for some time
his popularity; but he became more than
ever the object of hatred to the loyalists.
As to the jacobins, M. La Fayette had al-
ready provoked all their fury by his con-
duct toward the Duke of Orleans, and
from his causing the companies of the
insurgent regiments at Nanci, who were
coming to Paris to raise the populace, to
be arrested.  From this moment the jac-
obins kept no more measures with him,
Then Corypheus Marat, anthor of the
Friend of the People, constantly denounced
him as the truitor Lo Fuyette. "T'he affuir
of the Camp de Mars brought this rage to
its height.  The republican party, which
then began to manifest itselfy, already
wished to bring the king to trial.  This
party united with the jacobins, and this
union formed the iusurrection.  La Fay-
ctte dispersed it Firing commenced
without, or ruther contrary to his orders.
Fournier fired a pistol alimost at his becast.
He was arrested—Dbut La Favette caused
him to e set at liberty.  Notwithstand-
ing this he was accused of having asses-
sinated the patriots.

After this event, the national euard, es-
pecially the old French guard, grew furi-
ous, they imprecated the jacobins, wished
to destroy by a cannonade the elub, which
they called a cavern, and disperse the
people who frequented it.  La Fayette
opposed - them. When the constitution
wus accepted in 1791, he voted for the
anmmnesty demanded by the King, and re-
signed the conunand of the national guard,
sincey as he derived his powers from the
revolution, these powers ought to cease
with it.  The municipality, then consti-
aitione)y caused to be struck off a medal
of gold, in honor of La Fayette, and gave
Lim a bust of Wushington. ¢ had sa-
vrificed a great part of his fortune for the
revolution, never being willing to aceept
tie remuneration which the city of Paris
offered him from time to time. When
v.ar was on the point of being declared by
tie National Assembly against Austria
and Prussia, the king gave him the com-
r and of the urmy of the centre, destined
t. cover the frontier of Ardennes.  This
wmy took the ficld in the beginning of
May, 1792, but remained inactive, At
the time of the outrages of June 20, he
acdressed to his army an order of the day,
which excited in it a universal indigua-
tigh aguinst the jacobins.  Addresses, in
wlich the punishment of this crime was
caled fory were signed by all the corps,
anl the general was desired to communi-
cate them to the king and the National
Apsembly.  The republicans, who till
thin, had kept terms with La Fayette,
hging to draw him over to their party,
cunie out aguinst him with the greatest
vicence. The General himseif went to
Pa is, uppeared atthe barof the assembly,
ane called for vengeance on_the insult to
the king and the constitution.  He could
obtiin nothing, the business was referr =l
to the committees, and instead of s
cey ing in his demand, the republicans,
in joncert with the jacobins, had the
boliness to demand that he himself should
be indicted, de was well received, how-
ever, by the national guard. A deputa-
rion of Grenadiers from the different bat-
taliens, came to present him the homage
of s former companions in arms, plant-
ed brfore the door of his hotel an enor-
mou. tree of liberty, hung with tri-color-
ed ribhons, and begged him to place him-
self ot their head, and destroy before his
depature the éafernal cluby, vihere all the
disorder was fomented,  He retused, say-
ing, he majority of the assembly heing
constiutionat, there was no couse for a-

the introduction of this law shoyld be et
to the king

farm,  Events soon taught him, how smuadl
! pof this uomingd majority
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to resist their audacious adversaries.—
Befove his departure he invited the king
to place himself in the midst of his ar-
my, to escape the swords of the factious
party, and he offered to ensure his safety.
But the indecision of the king, and the
prejudices of the queen, prevented the
king from availing himself of the last
means of safety. The republicans in-
troduced into the assembly their project
of indicting the general. Tt was rejected
by two thirds of the voices, but this de-
liberation was itself’ the signal for the re-
volution of August 10th. La Fayette
was just on the point of fighting the Prus-
sians, when he heard of this revolution.
He wished at first to face the storm, or-
dered the commissioners who were sent
to deposc him to be arrested, and addres-
sed his troops in a proclamation, in which
after having placed the affuir in the most
odious colours, he told them to choose be-
tween Pefion, and the king and constitution.
No one hesitated, all the army cried Five
le Roi, Vive la Constitution. But the next
day he left the army, depending but little,
and with some reason, on the first ebulli-
tion of enthusiusm. He was accompa-

factian, to lay before you some prelimis
nary resolutions of which I hope you wil!
appreciate the necessity.—Art. 1. The
chamber of the representatives declares
that the independence of the nation is
threatencd. 2d. The chamber deglares
itself permanent—any attempt to dissolve
ity is.an act of high treason ; whoever is
guilty of such an attempt shall be de-
clared a traitor to his country, and shall
be tried immediately as” such.—3d. The
army of the line and the National Guard,
who have fought and are still fighting to
defend the liberty, the independence and
the territory of France, have deserved
well of their countty. 4. The minister
of the interior is invited to assemble the
general staff, the commanders and majors
of legions of the Parisian national guard;
in order to advise respecting the means
of giving arms and bringing to the great-
est perfection this citizen guard, whose
zeal and patriotism, tried for twenty-six
years, offers a sure guarantee to liberty,
property, the tranquility of the capital
and the inviolability of the representatives
of the nation. 5. The ministers of war,
of foreign relations, of the police and of

nicd by some of his officers.

It was then that La Fayette terminated
his revolutionary carcer, a striking exam-
ple of the rewards Wwhich the people re-
serve_for their favorites.  When his de-
parture was made known, the Capuchin
Chabot immediately put « price on his
head—h¢; was declared an emigrant, and
the commpne of Paris, among other out-
rages, had the die of the medal, which
hud been struck in honor of him the year
before, broken by the exccutioner.  He
had hardly passed the frontiers, when he
was arrested at Luxembourgh, where
some emigrants, who regarded him as
the principal author of the revolution,
loaded him with insults, The Duke of
Saxe Teschen, even told him he ‘was re-
served for the scaffold. He was after-
wards delivered to the king of Prussia,
who had him conducted to Wessel, and
then to Magdeburgh, where he remained
a year in prison. g

The King of Prussia, upon making
peace wish Irance, in 1795, gave up his
prisoner to the Austrians, who transfer-
red him to Olmutz, where he was still
most severely treated, and suffered severe-
ly from sickness. His physicians re-
quested that his situation might be ame-
lorateds and it was at this time, thut‘
Doctor Bollman, ard a young man of the
nume of Huger, (now living in South-|
Carolina,) whose father had entertained |
La Fayette at his house in America, ex-
ecuted the daring projectof carrying him
offy at the time he went out to take the
airs but he was retuken eight leagues
from Olmutz, and kept in still closer con-
finement.  His illness became more se-
rious 3 he was left without any- assistance, |
even without light or linen. At the end
of the year 1796, his virtuous wife and
daughter obtained the permission to share
his corfinement, thercby making the best
culogy of his virtues as a husbund and
father. At last the events of the war
brought about his deliverance. General
Bonaparte pursuing his success against
Austria, in Lhis campaign of 1797, forced
that power to set him at liberty, M. La
Fayette did not return to France imme-
diately.  He stopped at Hamburgh, and
did not enter his country till after the
18th Brumaire.  Bonaparte offercd him
at that time, a place in his senate, but he
excused himself, and retired to one of his
estates which had not been sold, and
where he haslived for along time a stran-
ger to politics.  Bonapirte, irrituted by
his refusaly swore to La Fayette a hatred,
which descended evento hisson.  What-
ever zeal was. shown by this young man
in his service, he would never promote
him in his rank, nor ever bestow off him
the cross of the Legion of Honor 3 when-
ever he found the name of La Fayette in
a report, he angrily struck it out.

* After the 20th of March, 1815, La Fay-
ctie was chosen deputy in the chamber of
representatives, by the electors of the
department of Seine and Marne, and he
oblained filty votes for the presidency.
He did not speak in this assembly until
the moment when Bonaparte, conquered
at Waterloo, was considered as irrecov-
erably lost.  La Fayette voted then, 1 j-
ther for Nuapoleon, nor for his son, out
for what he called nntional independence.
This is the speech which he pronounced
June 21, 1815 : “ When, for the first time,
after a silence of many years, I raise a
voice that the friends of liberty may still
remember, I feel myself urged to speak
to you of the dangers of the country
which you alone hiave the power of sav-
ing.  Dark rveports were spread, they
are unfortunately confirmed.  This is the
moment for us to rally about the old tri-
coloured standard, that of 89, that of lib-
berty, of equality, and of public order ; it
is that alone which we have to defend
ourselves against foreign pretensions and
domestic treachery,  Permit, gentlemen,
a veteran in this sacred cause, Who has

wlw ) been a stpanmrep 1o the spipit of

the interior are invited immediately to
meet this assembly.” This project was
adopted with slight modifications. M.
La-Fayette was afterwards appointed one

of the commissioners, chosen by the com-
mission of government, to enter into a
negotiation with the chiefs of the allied

powers who were approaching Paris. It
is known that this mission had no success.
After the chamber was dissolved, M. La
Fayette returned to his home—he re-ap-
peared on the political scenes, at the elec-
tions in 1817, and he obtained 2 number

of votes for the Paris deputation.
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PLANETARY SYSTEM OF THE HEART.
BY AUGUSTUS VON KOTZEBUE,

A studious astronomer was taking
great pains to instruet a lady in the sys-
tem of Descartes, aceording to which, the
group of heavenly bodics consist only
of vortices. ¢ My head turns round al-
ready,” said the fair scholar. ¢Whether
this systom is adapted to the heavens, I
have not the least desire to know. but I
am pleased with it, because in the saume
manner you may explain the system of
the human heart, and that is my world.””
The astronomer looked at her with as-
tonishment. He had studied the heav-
ens a greatdeal, but he knew nothing at
all coneerning the human heart.

¢ Hear,” continued the lady, ¢“how
I represent the matter to myself. Every
person is such a Cartesian vortex. We
constantly require an w®ther to float in ;
this ®ther is Funity, as the fundamen-
tal principle of all our motions ; the
Heart, the centre of the vortex, is the

sun around which the Passions revolve .

as planets.  Each planet has its moons ;

‘round Love, for instance, revolves Jeui-

ousy. They mutually illumine ecach
other by reflexion ; but all their light is
borrowed from the heart, whose second
planct, «@mbition, is not so near to it as
love, and therefore receives from it «
less degree of warmth, Ambition has
likewise its moons, many of which shine
extremely bright; for instance, Bravery,
Magnarimity ; while others reflect but
a dismal light, as FHoughtiness, Jrr
gancey, Flatlery. Thelargestplanct in
this system, the Jupiter of the human
heart, is Se/f-interest, which has num-
berless satellites.  Reason has also a lit-
tle corner ; she is our Saturn, who steals
away thirty years belore we can per-
ceive that she has made one revolution,
The comets in my system are no other
than, Meditations, Reflections, which,
after many aberrations, get, in a short.
time, into the vortex of the passions.
Experience has taught us, that they have
neither apernieious nora beneficial influ-
ence ; they exeite in us a little fear, and
thatis all: the vortex continucs its course
as before.”

The astronomer smiled with epen
mouth, like one who does not compro-
hend a thing, but out of politeness, raises
no objections to it. <1 proesed a little
fartherstill,” continued the lady. ¢That
involuntary sentiment termed Symipi-
thy, 1 compare to the power by which
the magnetattractsiron.  Both are inex-
plicable. Thesolarspotsmay probably be
the effects of age, when the warmth of the
heart gradually decreases; for whocan an-
swer for it that our sun will not be by
degrees extinguished ? Then will theuni-
verse be asdark and cold as the heartof an
old man ora conqueror.  The thought iy
cnough to chill one. Farewcll !”?

The lady skipped away to forgs; in
the vortex of a sprightly da
whole system of Descartes. ]
omer looked after her, shakiy¢ his bead,
and compared her to g sho/iRg star.

=

e ——

e




