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Bv LEMUEI. BINGHAM,
V?/ Three Dollars a year^ pa id  in advance.

No paper will be discontinued, unless  at the 

discretion o f  the editor, until all urreanigcs are 

paid.
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  w i l l  be inserted a t  the  usual 

f a t e s .  Persons  s e n d i n g -  in a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  a r c  

r c o u c s t e d  t o  n o t e  on t h e  m a r g i n  t h e  number o f  

i r i s c  rtuMis,  o r  t l i o  v w i l l  be continued u n t i l  forbid, 

a n d  cl; . . i g<- d a c c o r d i n g l y .

C l c v n S  o f  I h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t s .

A .N'I) other i\tk men holding- subscriptions  
to the N k w  M a p . o f  N o i i t h  C a i i o i . i n a ,  arc 

ri ( |in.stcd to return the siinie b\ the 1st of  Jan- 
,iav\ next. 'I'hey will be sog-ood as to present  
thein, in the mean time, to such persons as will 
b e  likely to patronize the work, wlio have not 
liad an o])portunity o f  doinj4‘ so already. T he  
price to non-subscribers w ill be JIO. Very few,  
however,  mort than those subsciib id  for, will 
b e  ])iii»ted. 'I’o remove any objection that  
may in,-urged against subscribing, the publish­
er  wishes it to  be understoo<l, that none of  the  
Bubscribi rs will lie held bound, if thi* MAI* is 
not  corvfctly drawn, hnished in tbc best man­
ner, ;jnl of  the best uiaterials.

| vo»i» 'he returns already received,  the pub-  
lisli( r i". warranted in believ ing, that a subscrip­
tion • f  l o t  l-’ .̂ s thun one thoiuawd names will 
be obt: in( (1 in North-Carolina, anioi'j^ whom  
» r i , l i i'  Kxcelleiic} the tiovernor. all tiie Ofli- 
0 €i:, uf the State ( ’iovernm( nt ri siding- at the 
TueMMjuihs, the Members o f  Iiotli Houses of the 
Lt <i . -ture, a libt ral pro, oi tioii of  the I’rofet.- 
sloiu.l t.< iitlemen, a larp- nun^ber o f  that n»ost j ^villiam Harris, " 
ri-sjH rtul)le class of  citizens, the Farmers, and j joji, , Hartgrove, 
pi iii r.'ly the Merchants :.iid Traders o f  i Flenrv Hoover. * 
'I'ow . to whom a correct Map of the State is j S;ir;ili W. Kinchell 
parM ilariv desn-;ible. Elihraim Kendrick,
. '!'1 , n i i ) I i s h ( r  t a k e s  t h i s  o ] ) p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c - j  y ,  Karr.

L I S T  OF L K T T E R S  
Remaining in the Post Offue at Charlolle, 

C. January  1, 1827.
A-

Amos Alexander, James Asbury 3,
Maj. Thos. Alexander, .,'ames Ames' ",
Joseph Armstrong-, Malinda Alexander,
Isaac or Dan Alexander.

\l.
James Black, Jacob Bostain 2.
James Blunt, John Buoys,
Mary H.arringer 2, "W illiam Bostwick 3,
Matthew Bain, John Black,
Ujiton Byram, Bicl.ard ^ ) l l l e s ,
Polado Brinkle, James Bf!} s,
Zacheus Barnes, Marian Black.

C.
Fleet  Cox,  Dr, David T. C.aldwell,
Dr. P, C. Caldwell,  David Cross,
Messrs. Coleman &, Greer, John Caston,
D a \ id  Colter, 
Harvey Cannada.

Thomas Dunn, 
Samuel Duffy, 
Fl izab fth  Dan ie  
Robert Dinkins,  
Lew is  Dinkins.

Charles Elms, jr.

Josepli Flinn 2, 
,(oln Faires, 
Nancy Flowers,  
IJobert Faires, 
Daniel (iallant 2, 
Moses Green,

Capt. Cook,

D.
John A, Dickson, 
Jacob Dcwlin,
James Dinkins 2, 
Daniel Dougherty,

E .
IVichard C. Edmonson. 

I',
William Flinn,
H. F< ster,
Janu s J'l rrier,

G.
M< i ês V. Grant,
Col. Thos,  Greer, jr.

H.
'I’homas Houston, 
Daniel A. Hall,

William Hutchison,
Daniel Hvi.UiS,
Dr.Saml. Henderson 2, John Hipp,

Henry Hartis, 
Klaui Hunter,

K.
Marcus Kennedy,  
David Karr,

L.
M ri- aret A. J.owric, 2 Jean I.emmond,
\ \  ilham I .uckey,

Hugh M‘I.ure, 
illiam Meghee,  

Jose,)]! Meljaflcy. 
W m . M‘Cord, 
James Morrison, 
David M‘Daniel, 
Philemon Morris, 
Robert M‘Kinley. 
Jolni Norment,  
Hevnian S. Noble ,  
Pannilia New by.

Joseph Pr itchard s,  
I'homas I’ark.

Pharr,

Ict.ciW . lige his obiigations for the polite at ten­
tion wl.ieh has l>et n uniformly paid to liis ap- 
plitutioMs for assistance in the prosecution o f  
Ms work, ar.d especially to those gent le m en  
win.) h ..\e interested them selves  in procuring- 
the s u n  I vs of  the several counties. Any in- 
forn.a on culculated to benefit the work will be 
tlianUio.lv rece ived,

JOHN MAC UAE.
Faycflcvdle, Dec. 18, 1826.— 2 t lJ ,

ot* N o r th - C ’a ro l i i ia .
L I N C O L N  roVXTT,

David Blalock , ^
vs. > Petition fu r  D hm ce,

Nancy Bhdock, j

I T ai)l)eani.g to the satisfaction o f  the Court, 
that Ni;i < y Blidock, the defendant, is not an | as.ungton 1 hmmicr. Col. A\ ilhani Porter, 

inhabitant of i l i i s  Slate: It is therefon- order-; Sannn 1 Porter,
ed bvycourt, th t publicatio-i be niade three | Pi '̂ t̂on.
j n o n t h ^ n ' b e  Catawba Journal, g iv ing notice , l^fcd,
to l i eg lh u t  siic make lier ])erson.tl i. |;pearance 
beforWlie Judge o f our SiiiJerior Court of  l.aw , ' 1 1^"'
lit the next court to be hehl for the said county illiam Robison,
of l- incohij  at the Court-House in l.incolnton, p . .  , , . , r. i o

th. 4th Monday after the 4th Monday o f  Sh’fi. o f  M. cklenbtirg 2, Hugh Smith,
- ' ' ■ ------- Richui-d Sprmgs,

Hugli & Kli Stew'art, 
William P. Springs,

j \idgcii accordingly. i i '-| iza»ein Shields,
AN itii. sSi Lairwn Henderson, Clerk o f  said ' f

C('urt, ..t I.incolnton, the 4th Monday after the • li ‘vio)*,
4tli N'lOi dity of  Se])tcu.ber, A. 1). 1826, and in i*enry I dinson.
the 51st year of  our !n.it pt ndi nee.

John, l .owrv.
M.

Ann M'Lure 2, 
Daniel ' ‘Gill, 
Alexr. Monteith,
'I homas Moore,  
Matthew Miller, 
Eliza M‘Kee,  
Benjamin Morrow, 

N.
Marv Nowlin,  
Moses Nee ly,

O. Nathan Orr,
P.

Rev, \ \  :dter S 
John Peoples ,

March next then and there to answer or <le- Green Smith,  
imu’ t<i tl,'> said petition; otherwise it will be ;lobn Secrist,  
taken pro confesso, and heard ex  parte, and ad- Joseph Sanipie,

, Elizabeth Shield

Catharine Pharr, 
B.
Dr. Jose ph Ross, 
John Rogers,  
Alex, Robison, 
John Roberson.  

S.

William Smith,

I , A \ 'S O N  HEN D E RSON .  
3n>’t ’2«..— pr. adv. i  i.

HI I I l l - .HFOUI) c o t  N'l Y.

fhtpe, -r- ('t)itrl of Lutv, Ucloher Term, 1826.  
J'J^11 iMuilley ^

vs. f  I’etition to va-
Joshu. h outher and the lu irs y cate a grant,

of !o’,!. Miller, deceased. J

I T !>[ j'l. ariiig to the satisfaction o f  the Court, 
tiiut Samuel Lowrie and w ife, Susanah J.ow-

Jii till! Catawba .lournal, for them to oc and a p ­
pear 9t our n< xt Su])erior Court of  Law, to i)e 
lioldrn in Rutlierf(u-dton, on the od Monday af-

tion will be taken pro confesso and heard, as 
■♦̂ o them, ex  parte. W'itness, James Morris, 
Clerk of said Court, at otlice, this I4th N o vem ­
ber, A. 1), 1826. JAMES MOltRlS, Clerk.

Gt’l 1—pr. adv. ?3.

Silas Tem pleton,  
W.
W. p. W'augli, 
Isaac Wilson,

Robert atson,
, Miirgaret \ \  ilson,
I Rev. Jobn M. Wilson,2 Francis \ \  ilson, 

William Walker, Janies Wilson.

WxNL SMl'UI,  P .
133—3 t l5

M

L E T l'E H S

licmaimivj; in the Post Office in Lincolnion^ 

' N .C . \st Jununry. 1 S 2 7 .

S ta t e  ol* K o r t l i - ( ’a r o l in a ,
l U  1 l I K l i r O H l )  C ' O l  \  I Y .

Siiprrinr ('nurt i f  Luw, Oetuher Tirtn, 1826.  
John Bradley, ^

r.'t. (  I’etition to va-
TTi uben Searsi-v and the heirs C cate a grant,

of  John Milhr, dec. )

I T npiJearing to the s,itisfa<'tion o f  the ( ’nurt, 
that Samuel Lowrie and wife, Susannah 

i .owiie and John I'. Miller, the heir, and repre- 
.'̂ en’.ativ es o f  John .\(illtr, deceased, arc not in- 
Jiabitants ot tin.- state ; It is therefore ordi red 
Ity eo ’.iit, tiiat p'.ildii’at’.on be made for s i \  w e eks  
in t!ic ( 'ataw ba’ .lournal, for them to l)e and aji- 
JJt ar at our ni .vt Superior ( ourt of  Lnw, to bt: 
h(Ki ill Rutlievlorfito' , du tlie Txl Monday after 
ihe 4th .Moiulay in .Nhirch next, then aiul there 
to pli ad, answi r or den.ur ; that said petition 
■'>ill be taken pro confesso and lieai-d, as to 
tliei,!, , \  parte.

rsKss, James Morris, Clerk of  said Court, 
»t ollice, this 14th No' i inlier, lH2r>,

.lAMES MOiaiJS, Clcr.'c.
6tl i — ]ir. adv. f.>,

WwfCuvY’s  S U *vc \w ves .

rr S T  Pl- BI .ISHKD, and for .sale at this of ­
fice, “ Strictnres (jn a book, entitled, ‘ An 

Apd'.ogy for th e  l?<.ok of I’sahn.s, !)y Giibtrt  
McM,.ster.’ 'I'o which :iri- ad<led, Reniarsk on 
a book, [by A lex i iider  (lOr luij entitK il ‘ 'llie  
di sign Uiid use of  the lioul. >1 I -d n  Hy
Hk>hv i-'iKfM.n, A. .M. Witii an Appeuvii.^  

J^y .loiis M. W j i x i x ,  pastor of  Uucky liivcr and 
Philudt•l^ll;\a.

1 Ilcnrv Asbury, Martha Abernathy^
1 Bai'tholoi.icw Abcrnath}.

i{.
I Pride Bradsb.aw, Jacoh lUirns,
' J«)seph lirothei'ton. Ilcniy  Ihitts,
i Joshua Hei.tn, Mary H tker,

Williaui Hoils, J'raiii IS Healtic,
John Itaird, l l en iy  Hanich,
\ \  illiam Heal, Mallr.as Haringerj
James Rlakoly, John Itults,

' Ucv. David Ualew ,̂ Juhn Kandy,
1 David Ihirkout. ( .
1 Daniel Callis, Thomas Crow,

John Carpenter, lJui.iel Cam.
1).

ticorge  Ucthcrow, I'orncy & Abernathv,

Hobcrt Clastcn. Philip Gross 2,
.luhn (iibscii. Daniel Hudson,
Philij) W. llo_\le, Ilcnrv lIosK,
Henry Hoover. I.
.Mrs. Mar\ 11. Irby, Sarah Ish r.

K.
,Ta< ()l) KilliaP, James Kingcadc,
■pluis. Keiidi-ick. L.
P e g g \  l .awrcnce. Jacob Lutz 2,
.'.’ii'luu'l Link, Satiiucl Loots,
Isaac 1/awrence, J.evi Lockmun.
Samuel Martin 2, John Murphy,

P. fc l{.
James Pattillo, ,1c)hn w.mkin,
.(onas Hader, J)r. K. lU rse ,
Paid (). U. esc, AViliiain ftobcrts.
John Ueyiiulds, David Kussel,
.Iaii.es hanisy, Cutlu-rine Uobison,
.lani'-s Koniiey, Henry Koop.

S.
John Speck , (icorgp Summcv,
•h.lni If, Martin Shul'ord,
John Smith, •lol'.n Sanders,
A biur  L. ShcrriH, 'J'.
Coni-avi 1 ipps, Catharine Thornburv,
Daviu 'I'hornbur, V. k  \V.
John \ i ck crs . II. 1, Willis.

D. l i f d M I A U D r ,  P. M
70— t l5 r

. W t t t C t X U K ' U t S  U « l \
f-iM- s.ile, at the Ollice o' tiie .louri.al.

K!iti’> 'i'akci’s ’ urj'UiitSj— 
Vui' tlu> OiUtC;

TUESDAY, DEO. 2 6 .  T h c  G o v e m o r

tr an sm it ted  to bo th  H ouses  ol the Leg is ­

lature,  by his Pr iva te  Secretary,  Mr.  

John K. Canij )bel l,  the  fol lowing

M H S S A C r . z

To the Honorable the General Msemhhj o f  
North-Carolina:

G e.mtlemen—
A lth o u g h  we have cont in ­

ued,  d u r ing  the past year , in the unin­
ter rup ted  enjoyment  o f  all ou r  c ivi l and 
rel igious pr ivi leges,  yet, the chastening 
liand of  an all-wise Proyid<*nce has  borne 
1 cavily on par t i cu la r  sect ions of  our  
State. W h e t h e r  the injury sustained bv 
the late untoward seasons, is of  m agn i ­
tude sullicient to mer i t  your  interference, 
is a quest ion subm it ted  ent ire ly  to your 
discret ion.

Relieving it ijniversal ly admit ted ,  that 
the exis tence o f  free Government s  de- 
depends npou the vir tue and intel ligence 
of  the great  body oi‘ the people,  and that 
these arc also tlie sources of  individual  
comfort  and happiness ,  I shal l not con­
sume your  t ime in repea t ing  argument s  
so often adduced,  to show the necessity 
of  difi’using the benefits o.** educat ion, a- 
mong the poorer  class of our  fellow cit i­
zens. But p e rm i t  me to call your  a t ten­
tion to a clause in ou r  Stale Const ituiinn, 
which enforces the obl igat ion of  giving 
to this subject  your  ser ious considera ­
tion. I t  is tiiis— “ A school  or  schools 
bhull be establ ished by the Legisla tur t  of 
this State,  for the convenient  msti uctlon 
of  youth, with such salar ies to the m a s ­
ters, paid by thc publ ic,  as may enable 
them to instruct at low prices.  All û -c- 
fu! learning shall be duly enrouragcd 
and promoted in one or more  Un iversi ­
t ies .”  T h e  lat ter  bi anch of  this const i ­
tut ional  injunct ion has long since been 
complied with,  by your  predecessors .— 
W e  have a Universi ty in a prospeious 
condi t ion,  with competent  funds,  but as 
to the former and no le^s imf)<>itant 
branch conre rn ing  schools, it is to be la- 
metited,  that f rom the fo rmation of  the 
CotistiiutioTi, I mil  the last Session of the 
General A s ‘jeml)ly, (a  per iod of forty- 
nine years)  nothing wliatever  has been 
done. 'I'lie last Legis l a tu re  commenced 
the impoi 'tant  work,  but i f that  begin­
ning is not  sustained and pursued,  the 
present  generai iot i may pass  away, b i - 
fore any thing eflVrtual is accomplished.  
Many enl ightened persons believe, that 
it is more diflicuh ior an individual  in 
ordinary circuri istances,  to obtain for his 
chi ld, at  this t ime,  the c om m on  rud i ­
ments of  education,  than it was at the 
per iod when onr  Const i tut ion was 
adopted.  'I’liis increased difiiculty for  
orginates  in par t  f rom the increased 
den^and which the exigencies  of  Gov­
e rnm en t  have m ad e upon thc resour ­
ces of  individuals,  and the enhancement  
of  the necessaries of  subssi tence.  I t  ap ­
pears,  therefore,  pecul iar ly ju st  and pro ­
per ,  that  the Slate should cont r ibut e  
somewha t  to ’he diminut ion of  that  bu r ­
then,  which,  in par t ,  it has  cr eated;  and 
v\hilst it ex act s  and expec ts  obedience 
and suppor t  f rom the ci t izens to its laws 
and instiiutiotis, it should give them the 
opj)oriiinity to : tppreciale their  pr ivi le ­
ges aiid imjji-ove tlieir condi t ion.  T h e  
least relleclioti wili satisfy us, that  read ­
ing, wri t ing,  and the co mmon  l u l e s o i ’ 
AriUimetic,  are highly esseni ial  ‘u tlie 
heal th)  action of  our  go\ e rnm en t ,  i'ound- 
ed a^ it is, upr^: the supremacy ,  and ex­
ecuted by tiie agency ol the peoj)!e;— and 
they u)K|iiestionably cont i ibui e  nxii-e 
ii:rg('ly to the individual  Ijeneiit aiul m o i - 
alilV of  tlie body of  the people,  thuii the 
branches of  severe science usually taught  
in our  es tabl ished semina’ i»‘s. W lu l s  , 
iij)on this siibject, I beg h-ave to remai  k, 
that  the Co!.s:iti;tion itself, in the section 
Ik foie reci ted,  has not only imjjosed the 
obl igat ion,  but has als(j suggested an im- 
por.tatit means foi’ the ext'cui ion of  the 
injunct ion.

T h e  benefits resul t ing from a well reg­
ulated and proijerly conducted systent of 
Intertiiil Iniprovtirnents,  in a country 
like, ours  at e too aj>parent to require  m a ­
ny rem ark s to jiiove their im po rt ance .— 
Lot us, for insiani e, eonline ourselves to 
the liniils of  No iih -Caro i ina ,  and nun k 
!ier si tuut ion at tliis tinte. W e  all ktunv, 
that in j )art icular  sect ions of  the State, 
the greatest  dis t ress  is at j)resont appre-  
hetideii anioiig the poorer  class of our  

! follow cili7.eiis*,fiom the del iciency oi'ilie 
various <-rops, sp r ing ing fi(;rn sources 
which it is unnecessary to inves t igate .— 
W e  also know, thui  in other  sect ions,  
the u'-ual pr<Khiciioris were never  inori* 
abundant . I ' rom the great v a t i e i y o f  
soil and t iiiiiaie, may not this state (if 
tilings often occur.^ Let  nie af-k, thet,, 
w h a i i s th e  propt r r* niedy for such evil.s? 
Can there  he -Hiiy other  answer,  given, 
t'K.t. — I'.icilitate he iiii< t course  betwrcii 
tl.e difVeieiil sect ions oi the Stui ' ? In o- 
tlicr n v r . l ' ,  o].'cn your v^'atvr course:' .

r e p a i r  your  old road s and make new ones 
— m ak e them, what  they should be ,chea p  
and convenient  m e d iu m s  of  social int er ­
course.  T h e n  the fai lure of  crops  in 
some few count ies ,  would not  have the 
eflect of  th in n ing  a population,  a lready 
too m uch  scat tered and dimini shed.  l iu t  
the redu nda nt  ful lness of  some par ts  
miglu convenient ly he d raw n oiV, to f ruc­
tify and supply less fo r tuna te  si tuat ions. 
J 'here is every reason to believe, that  at  
the pr esent  t ime,  grain and other  neces ­
sary ar tic les  would not  co m m and  m ore 
than thei r  o rd ina ry  pr ices ,  were it not 
for the great  difiiculty o f  t ranspor ta t ion .  
Those  who are for tunately the venders 
(;f produce this year ,  may !)e pnichaser.^ 
the next . It behooves the peoj)le of  every 
par t  o f  the Slate ,  maturely t(* cot tsider  
this subject . I t  is f rankly admit ted ,  
that money has been, perhap'^, unneces­
sari ly (xpended ,  at the commcncemen ;  
of this under taking,  l iut  is not  this the 
fate o f  ail human  unde rt ak ings,  withou t  
the henelits of  exp er ienc e ? Is there  an 
individual  who for  the first t ime,  has o- 
pptied a plantat ion o r  bui lt  iiim a house, 
who is not, at  its close-, convinced, that  
he has  commit ted  many  er ro rs ,  and e x ­
pended tunch money  uselessly. Wl»ui 
then would be ‘.hou ght  of  the reason ing  
which should gravely conclude, tha< 
those things which add so mwch to our  
comfort  and convenience,  were useless,  
because er ro r s  m i g h t  be co mmit ted .  1 
do not  advocate,  fur less wish,  the p u b ­
lic money to be unneci’ssar ily expended,  
when i t can be avoided. But  u prudent  
though unfortunate  n ianag em eu t  m ay  t>e 
lam(;nted, a l though it sh(juhi tiot In l.'iam- 
ed. W h e n  it is coiisit!er» d, that  there  is a 
r?ady fund created ( the  Ciiei-nkee 
Lands)  and our  fel low-ci t izens uUI nm 
p ’ohably be b u r thened  with addi i iunal  
taxes, it is most  respecilul ly suhm i i t td ,  
w he the r  a judicious system of Internal 
Im prove men t  should n<jt be prosecut  

1 (‘d ?
j In connection with this subject ,  it may 
I be well to ment ion,  that under  the pro- 
I visions of  several  acts,  p re sc r ib ing  the 

niode of s u rv e j in g  and sel ling the lands 
I ac()uired by trt uty f rom the Cherokee  
1 Indians,  four  sales at publ ic auct ion have 
j l)een had,  and the most  valuable lands 
i!is])osed of. I t  is i)eliev<d, however ,  
that the lands rem a in ing  unsold,  are of  
sunicient  value, to be well worthy the at  

 ̂ tent ion of  the Legi s la tu re .  I t  is sub- 
■ mit ted to your  disc ret ion,  to dete rmine 
' what  f lisposition shall be made o f  them. 
It is obviously the interest  of  the Slate,

1 and m ore immediately of the ci t izens of  
I that sect ion of  the State ,  that  they should 
i foi thwith he br ough t  into m ar ke t ,  since 
; their  value is cont inual ly diminis l i ing,
1 by t respassers,  who des troy the t im be r  
; and wear  out  the soil, and who can 
; scarcely be p resum ed  to make good citi- 
j zens or (juiet ne ighbors .  W h e t h e r  it 
I will be advisable to have the unsurveyed 

lands undis[)osed of, oftercd at  publ ic 
aUctioti, or  open an entry oflice under  
sui table regulat ions,  are subjects  which 

Kwill properly claim  yuur  considerat ion 
Before we ta.ke leave of  this subject , you 
will pardon  me for  again cal l ing youi 
a ttent ion to the r ecl aiming  of  out Sw amp 
lands. I t  is bel ieved to be a su!)ji-cA, in 
which the Slate is deeply in ten  sted. II' 
the State  have tlie j>ower of  regulat ing 
their  own internal  police, if they' hav<‘ 
the po we r of  inst i iu t inn pi ecaut ions lot 
thc i)i-eservaiion of t ' .e heal th atid liv< s 
of thiMr ci tizens, can theie  be a doul it  of  
llie | )ower to act  upon this subject  f 
V\ liat can stay the tide of  e in ig ia l ion ,  
iiovv flowing to the west, but ihe improve-  

i,f our  own State ? ' I 'here can be 
but little doubt , tUat the undertakin.g 
would rather  direct ly and greaMy enhance 
the present  revenue, while it would a u g ­
ment  the agi icul tu ra l  resources  of  the 
Slate,  improve the heal th of  our  t I ' izens, 
and relii ve (yur te rr i to ry  IVom a rnelan- 
rhulv l)lot on i t s g e o g r a p h i e a U p p e a r a n c ( . 
As to tlif par t i cu lar  wfjiks which have 
been cai l ied on,  d u r in g  the past  year , 
iheir progress,  k c .  will be detai led in a n ­
other  communicat ion.

Some of  our  rno -̂'t enl igl itened fellow- 
ritiz<-ns are of opinion,  that  the cr iminal  
code is siuscepti!>h' o f  im prov emen t .  
Th is  would be at tained,  by leaving it 
d iscret ionary with the p rope r  jur isdic-  
lioiis, to substi tute eitlu;r the t read-mil l,  
(;r wotk-hoi ise,  instearl of  the p resen t  
mcjfles ol puriis'mieiit,  ft̂ i- pet ty oFFences, 
by fine, iiiipi isoiiinent and s t r ipes . T h e  
asset tier, can scarcely be doubled,  tliat in 
the nei*^li!)orhood of  our  towns and villa- 

wiihin tlie last few years, the cotn- 
missit/ji ol'ct imes is much  more  frcfiucnt 
thun ionnr r l y .  T h e  [)i-esent modes of 
])unishinent,  i-spccially by inipr isot iment ,  
whici i is most  gt 'nerally inflicted, p r e ­
sent feeble, very feeble checks to their  
mul/ ipl ication,  and tend but  little, eitli<-r 
to an ainet idment  of  tiie culpi i t ’s morals , 
or tu i)ro;lnce a wholesome influence on 
other  V. rotig-!loers. At  the samt t ime,  
the general itr-iidveticy of  such (dl'enderN, 
heavi i) ac( uinu!ales llu c ' la rges  of  pru-  
scrut iur is.  upon the ditt’iM-ynt. ooanUe?.

One of the p re se n t  m o d e s  o f  punishr r icnt  
that  of  wh ipp ing ,  especial iy wh^re mean-; 
ness enter s  into the commission  o f  t h e  
cr im e,  I es teem a valuable feature  in our* 
cr iminal  code. T h e  propriety of  ext t tid­
ing it to some misdem.eanors , at  p r e sen t  
| )unishable by fine and im pri ton n ien U 
par t icular ly  In  thc case of  i raudu lee t l j r  
t r ad ing  with slaves, is respectfuli> sub­
mit t ed t o  your  considerat ion.  I dMibt  
not, that  thc use of  the t read mill  and 
work-house,  w here «nch es tabl ish men ts  
were found pract i cab le ,  and were w'ell 
organized and condut  ted, would contr i -  
.bute largely to the  efiicient a d m in i s t r a ­
tion of  cr iminal  just ice ,  to the r e fo rm a ­
tion of  (iflenders, and sensibly ditiiiiiisli 
the c i iarges of  p rosecu ’ion, by thc p r o ­
fits of  the establishmetit.s. T h e  pi-( sent  
iiuKle of c o n .p ensa im g  our  prosecut ing- 
f Oivers, app«‘ars  to me t jbject ionablc.  
is it not the pol icy and duty oi’ every wise 
and l iberal  governn«eni ,  as well to p ro ­
tect  the innocent  as to punish the gui l ty? 
Can it he r igh t  and just ,  that  the c o m ­
pensat ion of  these genth-men, should,  
in a great  de gree ,  depend upon conv ic ­
tion ? Is it not  the i r  in ter t s i  to convict ,  
wh ethe r  the accused be innoi eni o r  gu i l ­
ty? And,  however  respectable,  stiil .hey 
are but rn(-n ! l iable to all the weaK.ness 
“  which flesh is he i r  t o ,”  ami capaide of  
being inf luenced by all the co n s id e ra ­
tions, which inf luence humanity.  V\ ould 
It not be prefei-abie, tha t  liicy should en-' 
ioy fixed salaries ,  thus r em oving al l 
temptat ion  to per secut ion,  and make iheii* 
present  fees payable  to the county i r as-  
tees and State ' i ' le a su ry,  a s . i i i . - ' . ,  sc- 
inents ? T h a t  the re  ure o ther  delects  in 
uu! jud ici ary sy s tem ,c an no t  senox be 
doul)ted, but w het her  they are ol ihat  
des( r ipton, which recjuire legislativt '  in­
let ference, or  such  as are incident  t*> all 
human inst i tut ions,  you alone a ie  co m -  
p< tent to decide.

T herewith t r ansm i t  you a co m m u n i -  
< ai ion f/’om V^ermonl, enclosing a reso­
lut ion of  their  G en er al  A s s e m b h , for  
your  concurrence.  I t  i s, in substance,  
that slavery is an evil to be dep reca ted  
l)y a free and en l ight ened people ; and, 
decla r ing  that  t h e i r  CJeneral A sse m bly  
will c oncu r  in any measures ,  which m a y  
be ad op ted  by th e  general  government^ 
for its abol it ion in the U. S. that may 
be consistent wi th  the r igh ts  o f  the peo­
ple and the general  harmony.  T h i s  is 
an addi tional instance, indicat ing,  t h a t  
Stalesj  like individuals ,  may fall into 
the c o m m o n .e r ro r  of  bel ieving,  that  th ey  
bet ter  u nde rs tand ,  and with more ski l l 
and to gr ea te r  ad vantage  could m a n a g e  
the conce rns of  o ther s ,  than they d i sp lay  
in their  own transact ions.  T h e  re aso a  
is obvious : They  take but  a par t ia l  and
itn| )erlecl  view o f  an o th e r ’s affairs, with-' 
f)iii the ad vantage  of  being possessed o f  
ihe whole ground .  May not this be ihc 
si tuat ion of  the non-slave ho lding Sta tes  
and can they not , <vithout t ranscending ' 
“  ihe mcjdesty of n a tu r e ,”  fairly presume^ 
that  this subject ,  in all i ts bear ings,  is 
fully unde rstood in the South f I t  be­
comes every Sla te  and people,  to be pc-  
«niiarly alive to every c i r cu m st an ce ,  
which may threaten the ir  exis tence;  and 
to provide every p recau t ion,  against  any 
erwetgency to wh ich  they may be expos ­
ed. I repeat  but  a com m on  tru ism ,  b u t  
one apprecia ted  by every wise peop le ,—  
“ that  peace is the l im e to p r ep a re  for 
w a r . ”  F ro m  fo reign force, o r  internal  
insur rect ion,  we arc  indeed protected by 
cons t i tut ional  provis ion.  Biii it does no t  
become us, to neglect  out- resources  o r  
(jverlook the pecul iai  ity of  our  silii j i ion ,  
in co mmon  with a few other  States , a r ­
ising from the divers i ty  of  ou r  j iopula- 
tion. W e  do not  enter ta in  any femin ine 
apprehens ions of  danger .  Bui tl e frcr- 
(juetit and misgu ided  prooeedin' rs ^ f  In- 
(l ivlduals, -societ ies and S la te s , ' i n  t i ther  
sect ions of  our  count ry,  relat ive to m i s  
quest ion, dem and  from us a sle» ( less 
vi;.;ilanLe. T hese  unauthor ised ,  unjuj t ifi - 
able interferences wiih so del icate a t.>,jic, 
is the raore  to be reg re t te d,  as tlu,y m a y  
induce the Slates  conce rned,  f rom h d u e  
regard to  their  highes t  inieresi,  k j  i p -  

crease »he severi ty  of  thei r  pol icy to ­
wards this jioriioti of  th(‘ir p o p u i j ’ion ; 
to cur tai l  ex is t ing privileges and for ­
bear  future iminuni t ies ,  which h u m an i ty  
might  suggest  and prudence sanction,  
'i’he his tory of  this  State will shew,  tha t  
our  laws have been gradual ly  l ibera l ized  
in thei r  provis ions,  o p e ra t ing  on 'h i s  
class of  our  c o m m uni ty ,  and t liei r do ­
mest ic  a d m in i s t r a l i r n  has been ame iior-  
atcd in a c o r re sp o n d in g  degree.  But  i f  
the re lations su!)sistin;j between m a s te r s  
aiid slavt s, are not  to be left to the unl)i- 
asr.cd operat i ons  o f  ou r  own synipa thies ,  
jtiMice and discre t ion j if in f lammato ry  
doctr ines  arc now to be sr a t i c red  th ro u g h  
our  land, by fo reign hand s;  ii m ay  wel! 
be doubled,  w h e th e r  o u r  a t ten t ion  mav 
not be more  prope rly  turned f rom the 
cons iderat ion of_plans o f  amelioratiMM, to 
a quest ion of  dee per  m ag n i tu d e— the pt-e- 
t rvai ion of ourselves and eouni i v, fVi.Ja 

itu-.urrcclion.ti y movemcni s ,  t t u o u g h  an 
increased rcs'-i ictioQ, gt leasts" by &


