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HOUSE OF REPKESENTATIVES.

GEORGIA AND THE CREEK INDIANS.
Frivay, FEB. 9, 1827.

The message of the President of the
United States on the subject of the Creek
Indians, having been received,

- Mr. Forsyth moved to refer it to the
Committee of the Whole on the State of
the Union:

Mr. Everett moved to refer it to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Owea said, he did notrisc to enter
into any discussion as to, the merits of
ibe question, but principally to say that
he saw no reason for « relerence of the
subject to the cummittee on the Judicia-
7y, What are the dutics of this com-
mittee 2 To superintend the judiciary
department of the govesrnment. 'ls this
a subject of’ that character ? It is one
which carries on its front un aspect of
the most alarming character to the coun-
try. It is of vital importance to this
Uhnion, and requires the fullest and most
dispassionate consideration.

W hen the subject was before the House
a few days since, some gentleman had
stated, in reference to some acts of sov-
éreignty contemplated by~ independent
states, that if they eticroached upon the
laws of the United States, they would do
‘it on their own responsibility and their
awn perile The states were fully aware
of their situation, and of all the the ad-
vantages which they derived from the
Uoion, but they were not preparcd to
look to this House for denunciation.
Wihat they propose to do, they have a
Yight o du, and not to do it would be
treachery to themselves.

Yo v the Speaker suggested to M
'®. 1.0 his remarks shouid be counfined

‘to the subject before the House ]

Mr. O. resumed. He wus coming to
the point.  If the States of this Union
view any acts of the United States as en-
erosching on their sovereign rights, they
have the undoubted priviiege o express
their feelings, to remonsirate against the

®vioi.tion, and to resist it No part of
the responsibility which might rcsu}l
from this measure could be cast on his
head; for he had foreseen these difficul-
tics at the last Session of Congress, and
had called on the House to pause be-
fore it acted as it then did act. He did
nol mean to say, however, that any State
would oppose resistance io the expressed
opiuion of the whole confederacy. He
onlv wished to see such an expression of
opiniony and whenever that shoulq‘bc
aade, Georgia would acquiesce. The
$Stuie also which he had the honor in
purl o represent, would take the same
cousce, and submit to the general judg-
ment.  These States had as fair and cor-
rec: u knowledge of the principles of the
overnment under which they are con-
“ederated, and as just a conception of
gheir own sovercign rights, as any State,
or any representative of any State upon
ahis floor.  He hoped the House would
@ppoint a Select Committce on a subject
which, if fairly and fuly investigated,
would put it vui of the power of any fu-
turc collisions to shake the basis of our
Urion ; but which, if hastily or impro-
pe:ly acted on, might lead to resulis of
an uppusite character.

My, Haile said he had risen for the
puviose of preponnding some interroga-
tories to the gentleman from Massachu-
set:~, who had made some remarks
afew days since. He was then precluded
{ron: the opportunity of replying to the
observations of that gentlemun : und he
would now say, that he shouid have re-
aretted the circun starce, it that oppor
tunity hed been orded: as his reply
snizt o feve been dictated by an excited

. tarher than a correct judgment.
L ine tue only representative on this floor
4 ene of the sovereign Stutes of the Un-

/it was with deep regret thathe heard it
proclaimed o him—that he had heard
the threat denmounced, that it the State
he represcuted should presie to legislate
on a purticulur subiect, on which b lre-
Jieved 1t was her right and he. intention:
to legislate, she would do it on her owu
vesponsibility, and on her own peril.
AVouid not such a denunciation upply
eyually well o every other uct ol legista-
tion Ly that or any other Stater e
vould usk if this language of menace
was 0 be confined to that small and fee-
Lie Stutes or whether it would be used to
awe uther States of the Uniun, and if it
svas expected that they would submit to
the denuncietion 2 11 so, he would ouly
wee the lunguapge of the Roman orator,
ane caye ¢ Farewell—a long farewell to
all my country’s greatpess.”

He was aware, that whenever a State
perterned any act of legislation, or dis-
churged any constitutional duty, she did
it »'ways on her own responsibility. But
he ¢ readly regretied that this language ol
met e should emanate from the source
trens wiich it did come. He did not
koo whence the gentlemman from Mas-
sac husetts derived the power and the au-
thority to use this tone of dictation, Was
it 10 be ascribed to the influence which
he possesses on ihis floor P or did he ut-
ter this language as the organ of the ad-
numstratfon=—ot the executive govern-
wient of the Union & Aud wasthe inter-
ence intended, that military force should
be resorted to for the purpase of coereing

'whlch

any State into sabinission ! In the res
marks which he (Mr. Haile) had made,
he had been poverned by no feelings of
faction, He would be the last person in
that House to light up the torch of civil
war. But if the legislature of the State
of Mississippi acquiesced in this assumed
power, so far as to refrain from the ex-
ercises of her own sovereign rights, she
would cease to be a State.

Mr. Powell said this was a question of
reference. He did not regard it 2¢ a
matter of great importance whether the
subject was sent to a Select Commiittee,
or to one of the Standing Committees s
but he did not think it should be referred
to the Committee of the Whole House.
It would be necessary, as a preliminary
matter, that various facts should be as-
certained, and this was a duty which it
wouldbe impossible to discharge in aCom-
mittee of the Whole, A Committee of a
different churacter covld alone perform
that duty. It was evident from the tenor
of the message, that the construction of
several laws of great importance, and of
treaties, would form the subject of in-
quiry snd of investigation. Now, ought
not the House to have a report on these
matters from a competent Commitiee,

cither the Judiciary, or a Select Commit- |

tec.

Again, in the examination of this mes-
sage, it may become necessary to adopt
some new act of legislation.  If the sub-
ject is to be examined with a view to
such contingent result, it would require
the calm investigation of some able com-
mittee.> It may have to inquire into the
character, construction, and bearing of
existing laws; and he should therefore de-
precate a reference of the subject toa
committee of the whole House which
was the most unfit body for such a task.
He believed the result of investigation by
a Commitec of the whole would not be
such as to sutisfy ourselves or the country.
He refrained from going into any of the
general merits of the question s but he
thought all discussion would be prema-
ture, until we had before us the facts on
which alone an opinion could be grounded.

Mr. Webster observed, that the ques-
tion before the House was a mere ques-
tion respecting committees to which this
communication was to be referred. He
should confine his remarks to this ques-
tion, and could not, therefore, without
violating the proper order of de-
bate, make any reply to the remarks
had fallen from the gentle-
man {rom Pennsylvania, on the general
topics contained in the communication
from the Exccutive. He thought the
communication ought to go to some
committee which might be competent to
ascertain whether the whole matter was
before the House, and whether any legis-
lation would be necessary. He was not
at all solicitous to send it to any particu-
ticular committee; and certainly not
to that with which he was himself
connected. ~ As oneof that’ commitlee,
he would say that they would neither
seck the reference, mnor shun it af
it were made. But undcubtedly itought
to go to commitiee, to investgate the
facts, especially as there was a proposi-
tion upon the table which looked to le-
gislation on the subject. This was the
ordinary course; it was the usual course;
and he knew nothing in this case which
ought to put it out of the usual course.
Mr. W. agreed with the gentleman tiom
Alabama, that the subject was both 1m-
portant and delicate. But he did not
think it was so very alarming a matter as
that gentleman seemed to suppose. There
were at least two sides to the question;
and if there was danger in holding
that any actof a State legislature might
violate the constitutional laws of the U.
State, 50, on the other hand, it must be
allowed there was danger in denying the
validityof a treaty made under the author-
ity of the United Stutes, and duly ratified.
The whole subject was one well worthy
ol'mature deliberation. One word, said
Mr. W. as to the honorable member from
Mississippi:  When any member of the
House usks of we an explanation of any
thing personul as to himselfy I am ready
tomnake it : if any gentleman asks an ex-
planation as to any fucts, orany argument,
or a clearer statement cf any argument, [
ain ready at all times, to comply with his
wishes.  For all other purposes, I can-
not submit 1o be catechised; and to some
of the queries which that gentleman pro-
posed 1o me, 1 shull therelore, give no
answer.

Mr. W. went on to say, that he had
menaced nobody; had uttered no threats,
as seem o supposed; but on the contrary,
the tone of menace seemed 1o him <o
come from the other side, and not from
his side of the question; of that, however,
the House would judge.  What was this
whole matter © Was it offensive to sov-
ereign States for him to say that they act-
ed, in any particular matter, on their own
responsibility, and at their peril?  Sir,
those States do act at their peril: and
if they undertake to extend their legisla-
tion in the manner referred to, they do so
on their responsibility, ond at their per-
il. 1shall not toke back a syllable of
what [ said, either in manner or sub-
stance. I wishto be understood as repeat-
ing 1t word for word, and syliable for syl-
luble. —Sir, what are the circumstances
of the case ¢ The lunds over which these
States claim to exercise exclusive juris-
diction, have never been subject to State

laws fremp tge foundation of this govern-
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meat; the ¢ontrol of those lands has al-
ways been with the Congress of the Ul
States.  We regulate the sale of those
lands, rather, we forbid ihe purchase of
them by individuals, We enact all gen-
eral regulations concerning the Indian
tribes who inhabit them. Their munici-
pal concerns have hitherte been managed
by themselves; they maintain their own
peace and their own laws. It was now
said, that the States of Alabama and Mis-
sissippi either had exiended, or intended
shottly to extend, their legislation tothe
lands and persons cf these Indians. They
will therein do what has never been done
or attempted before, and what has at
least a very doubtful aspects and when |
said that they must do this on their re-
sponsibility and at their peril, I meant no
more thin that they would venture on the
exercise of a power which they might be
found not.to possess. : :

Does the gentleman call this language
winatory, and come here a weck after-
wards with a list of questions which he
wishes to propound to me as to what I
meant by the observations 1 made? T tell
that gentiemad that I mean what I say. |
told that the propose measure will be the
act of a sovereign State.  Beitso. Isit
not a possible thing that sovereign States
may somelimes act in a_manner which
violates the Constitution 2 Are not con-
ficting laws of a State and of the United
States to be discusscd and settled for or
against a State, before the Judicial tribu-
nal? If I and my learned friends were
in another part of this Capitol, we can
speak of these things without offence,
and the judgment comes upoen them,
without offence. There, at least, it is
admitied to be very possible thata sov-
ereign Siate may be in the wrong.

It is not my intention now to discuss
the general question, or to go into an ex:
tended reply to the observations which
have been made upon it: but T am told
by the bonorable gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. Forsyih) that thke Courts are
open, and that this question may be set-
tled by a Judiciul tribunal. This might
have been a remarkably good argument
to address to the State of Georgia before
she took the remedy into her own hands.
Itisa new mode of settling a constitu-
tional question, to seize the lands in ais-
pute, and send on the Hancock troop of
liorse to defend the possession of them.
But, at this stage of the affuir, thatap-
peal to the Court comes with rather an
awkward grace. When a man advances
aclaim against the lands of his neighbor,
he mukes his appeal to the law; but,
when he forcibly enters upon the posses-
sion of them, he makes his appeal "to
something different from the law.

{Here Mr. Hamilton called the gentle-
man to order;and when called upon by the
Chuir to point out wherein Mr, Webster
was out of order, he explained himself as
wishing to prevent any course of remark
which might tend to produce excitement.
The Chair decided that Mr. Webster was
in order.]

M. W, resumed.  Ihave no intention
to produce excitement on this subject,
but I have my own opinions upon it. I
believe them to be tenable, and, at a pro-
per time, 1 shall not furbear to express
them in thus House. I have been induc-
ed on the present occasion, to make
some remarks which I should not have
made, had not the inquiries of the gen-
teman from Mississippi called me out.
Mr. W. concluded by expressing his
bope, that the matter would be allowed
to take the usual course of reference to a
committee for examination.

After considerable farther debate, in
which Messrs. Everett, Hamilton, Haile,
Forsyth, Webster and others participat-
ed, the question was taken on Mr. For-
sylh’s motion to refer the message to the
Committee of the whole, and negatived;
it was them, on motion of Mr. Webster,
referred to a select committee.  This
committee is composed of Messrs. Eve-
erett, Powell, Cooke, Druyton W hittle-
seyy Lawrence, and Duekner:

ANCIENT LAND MARKS.

The Adunistration of the first Adams
President of the United States, will be
distinguished  the political annals of
out country as the era-of the formal or-
ganization of thuse great parties under
the names of Federal and Democratic;
terms of better use as the rallying words
of hostility than as aistinctive appella-
tions to mark the present ditierences of
opinion ou questions of nutional policy;
whose struggles continued to disturh so-
cial happiness during the stormy periods
of past tinyes. ‘Fhe spirit of conciliation,
aller the vxciting causes hal passed into
oblivion, crumbled the walls of partition,
and the bickersugs of rival interests,
were sacrificed on the altar of patriotism.
I'he firs President Adams, under the e-
lation of sccent victory, lost that equan-
imity which is the requisite ot an accom-
plished statesman,  His political demise
was followed by a crisis threatening the
very dissolution of the union, when that
notorious man, whose commanding tal-
ents and unhounded ambition might have
gained for him the blood stained honors
of the Cxsar instead of the infumous ce-
lebrity of the Cataline of the confederacy,
the slayer of Hamilton and the aspirant
to the crown of the south, was seduced
ny the confusion of suffrages to become
the competitor for the chiet magistracy,
and by the infatuation of the electors al-

most becatae the successiy? vival of .Y(.'Fi
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Rrson.  Forturmately the consequences of
wniting the highest civil power withm i-
itary tulent and aspiring ambition re
mains to be tested by future experiments,
and Mr. Jefferson, long the leader of the
party he created, was ptaced at the head
of the government after the memorabl¢
session of Congress in 1801.  The ex-
citement of a fiercely disputed election
had not disturbed the serenity of his
manner, or changed the devotion of the
new President to the best interests of the
country. His very moderation, and the
calmness with which he uttered the pur-
est muxims of political wisdom, provok-
ed his opponents, and their violence was
curicusly contrasted with the even tenor
of policy coolly pursued by him.

If we remember correctly, the great
sin charged to the federal party durving
the periods of contention following the
accession of Mr. Jefferson, was the sys-
tematic opposition to the then present ad-
ministration of the general government,
the constant and untiring effort to push
its officers from thewr places, and the cla-
mor against all its weascres, however
salutary they were deemed by its suppor-
ters. IHow docs the course of conduct

pursued by the opponents of another ad-

ministration at this day differ from the
policy so bitterly condemned by them-
selves? ‘I'he co-incidence in the manuer
of election which placed Mr. Jeflerson
and Adams in the presidential chair is
well known, It wassaid, in 1801, that
the patriot who has vecently departed
[rom among us, was placed in the chuir
of state by intrigue, corruption, and
favoritism of the Ilouse. The same
charges have been renewed against the
second President Adams, and the discon-
tented would seek to persuade themselves
by their own repetitions that he was not
the candidate of the people, but of a par-
ty. The co-incidence in the terms of a-
buse, luvishly pouved forth from the
presses of the opposition, in that day & in
the present period, is most striking.—
The difference between the ancient ullra
tederal papers, and those claiming to ex-
clusive republicanism in modern times is
too small. it the names he changed, tobe
perceptible. National Acgis.
e =

Ex-Governer Tyler, of Virginia, has
addressed a letter to his friend, Robert
Douthat, Esq. which has since been pub-
lished in the Loquirer, in relation to the
heinous charge of having written a letter
to Mr. Clay immediately after theresuit
of the Presidental election, approviig
his choice of Mr. Adams. In this com-
munication, he admits he did write to
Mr. Clay, and gives an abstract of the
contents of the letter. 'Ile says, that in
preferring Mr. Adams at that time, to
General Jackson, he only expressed the
sentiments of the people of Virginid. He
suys, the conclusion is ridiculous, because
lie does not belicve Mr. Clay, along with
the western delegation who sided with
him, to have been bought and sold, that
he is bound to support an administration,
which may oppose all his convictions of
proper policy. He dcclines very proper-
ly to give any pledges as to his future
course. He says, if his reccrded votes
in Congress, from the years ’16to ’22
given on the very subjects, or the grea-
ter part of them, now forming the sub-
jects of contention—if a uniform course
through all time, as well of peuce as of
war—if his conduct in the Legislative
and the Lxecutive Departments of the
State, do mnot develop the priuciples
which will govern him, any avowal he
might now make, might well be consid-
ered the result of the circumstances in
which be is placed, and as a propaitory
offering to those who have sten so much
cause of disquictude in his election to the
Senate. Raleigh Regisier.

It is a part of the extraordinary policy
of the Opposition to 1magine charges
against the Administration, however im-
probable and to take no nouice of their
refutation. A good deal of bustle and
vapouring took place about the allowance
o Mr. John A. King, as Charge des
Affaives av London. Information was
asked and given.  But noune of the oppo-
sition papers have published the Sccre-
tary of State’s report, because it demon-
strated that the alowance complained of,
could not have been refused without vio-
lating the established usage of the Gov-
ernment, aud that Mr, J. A. King’s situ-
ation as a Charge was the natural and
necessary conscquence of the principles of
pubiic law. Nat. Journal.
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Election of Governor.—Pursuant to joint
resolution, the General Assembly pro-
ceeded on Saturday, o the choice of
Governor to succeed to oflice from and
after the 4th March next.  On the first
ballot, Wit B. Girus, Ilsq. received a
majority of the whole. Giles 107, Nel-
son 62, Iloyd 57.

We are well pleased with the result.
Though we bave notadmired the temyer,
or approved the entire views exhibited
by Mr. Giles, since his last appearance
on the politicul theatre, commencing with
his newspaper lucubrations, we are not
forgetful on the other nand, of his servi-
ces in organizing and leading the Re-
publican_party to victorv. We are of
those who prefer to remmber former mer=
it rather than recent ervor. M. Giles’
feclings have appeared to require some
token of legisiative conlidener, to atone

for what he deemed an aumerited fall

from grace, at the ®ime he fncurred ihe

wwsure of the General Assembly fop o
violation of instructions, realer supposeq
Ve have no question that the operation‘
of that censure on Mr. Giles’ miyg
soured the milk of human kindness Whicl:
was supposed once to predominate go
largely in his composition, and produceg
that tendency to indiscriminate warfare,
which we have seen to characterise hijg
latter productions. We may hope thae
the restoration of coufidence of his coup.
try, will once more give the milk ascen.
dency over the gall, and convert the Ish.
maelite into the Israelite,

Rickmond Whig.
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Letters and papers from Smyrna to the
23d of November have been received iy
Boston. Every thing was quiet there.~—
The Turks were rapidly forming heip
regular troops, who manauvred ver
well. Omer Pasha, of Negropont, is
dead. The squadron from Fgypt wag
impatiently expected at Navarin, wid,
the pay and clothing of the troops, and
provisions. Colocotroni was at Nupuli,
attempting to fit out an expeditionagainse
‘I'ripolitza.

‘I'he Pasha of Cundia had made hin.-
self so odious by his sévere exactions up-
on the people of that island, that the re-
volts in the interior had become much
thore frequent and alarming, and the de-
scents of the Greeks from abroad upon
the island were more frequent and daring.
The Pasha could not go more than
tcague from his residence, without ruy.
ning the risk ol being taken prisoner.

Accounts from Alexandria m Egyptto
Oct. 28, staie that un the arrival ofa
Tartar from Counstantinople, a portion of
the troops which had been already em-
barked on board the squadron had veen
landed,and 1t was said the squadron was ty
sail without them, for the purpose of car-
vying provisions to Ibrahim Pasha. It
was conjectured by the writer of the let-
ter, that the cause of the disembarkation
of the troops was the prospect of pace,

Nat. Journal.
il
SavANNAH, SUNDAY, FEB. 4,

From Rey Iest.—We iearn from Capt.
Junnson, ol the siwop nceline, arrived on
Saturday, from Key West, which piace
he left 11 days since, that Com. Porter
remained in that port with his trigate,
the Liberiad, and an armed hermaphro-
dite brig.  Ine remainder of his squad-
ron, consisting ol two brigs, had satled
w scour the coast of Cuba. Two [rigaies
and three brags of the Spanish blockad-
myg squadron remained off the port.
The Commodore was under no appre-
hensions from the Spaniaras, as, from the
nature ol the port, he can put (o sea with-
out difficulty. He nad dispatcued oie
of his prizes to Havana with 150 prison-
ers, being the first intimation the dpan-
iards reccived of his situation. His
sqguadron was well manned, but had few
ofticers. Hisnephew, Capt. Charles Po;-
ser, was second in command.

‘The Colombian schooner Carabobo,
Capt. Hopner, was at Key West. Capt.
H. stated that during his present cruise
he had tuken near 50 sail of vessels, but
had sent none of them in. The Carabove
had a narrow escape from the Spanish
brig Hercules, and only got away by the
brig getting mto shoal water.

The ship Spermo, M’Pherson, from
New York bound to New Ovleans, was
totaliy lost on Alligator Reef;, coastol
I'lorida, about fuur wecks since. A part
of the cargo was saved and carried to
Key West.  Among 1ne articles saved
was what was suid (o be an kgypuan
Mummy, but smelling bad 1t was unrol
led, and alter siripping it of a mulutuds
of lulds of hnen, nowing was discovered
but a skeieton with e neck dislucawd.
‘Tue smcel! was so cfivusive trat the col
lector ordered it 1o be burnt.

Capt. Jobunson spoke the light ship
Casary on Carysiord Reet, the captainof
which requested him to state that part
of hus crew bad been in a state of muuny,
aiid had Lroken his lantern, &c. but were
then an irons.

R
Extract of a Letter from an American Citizegy
dated,

Rio JaNkiro, Nov. 6, 1826.—¢¢ Slave
vessels arrive every day or two trom
the coast of Africa, with full cargous ol
{rom two hundred and lifty to three and
four hundred Negroes. A day or iwo
since, I saw a drove of them on store
for sale, with a little white boy driving
them along the street, as they dove
sheep in our country. The Negroes
are driven to a market, and tried, to
see that they are sound n lunbd and be-
dy. ‘They are sold trom two to three
hundred dollars each.

It was certainly a heart-rending
sight, and when 1 beheld the poor Ne
graes on shore performing all kinds of
labor, even such as our horses and oxen
are accustomed to do at home, I rejoice
that the humane laws of the U. States
furnish our own Slaves with such a com-
paratively happy lot.”
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The Ifousec of Representatives O
Muassachusetts have, on a fourthattempt,
re-clected K. FL Mills as a Scnator ot
United States, by an increased majority
There were only 8 votes, out of 219
for J. T Austin. the candidate of t&3

ib‘cnutc.




