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LUCK AND LL-LUCK.

About the end of the year 1719, two
vehicles were rolling rapidly, one close
after the othier, on the road from Lavis
to Versailles. The foremost was the
cocke public, which contained only one
passenger, M. Pigafet, a man of much
merit ; the other, a brilliant equipage,
drawn by two superb and vigorous hor-
ses, drove towards the dwelling of pow.
er, conveying thither Comte de M-—-
a nobleman renowned throughout Iu-
rope forshis talents, his opulence, and
bis singular adventures.  The noble
coursers were on the point of passing,
and leaving far behind them the poor
hacks of the public coach—-when the
wheels knocked together; and the shuck
was so viclent, that the public vehiele,
its conducteur, its horses, and its soli-
tary passenger, were rolled pell-mell
into the middle of the road. M. Piga-
fet, in his fall, dislocated his right hand;
Comte de M——, who was naturally »
good and feeling man, made himall the
apelogies possible, expressed his sincere
rezret, and offered him a place in his
corriage to finish his journey. The
driver was recompensed for his misad-
veuoture ; and, as soon as they arrived
at Versailles, the Comte sent for a sur-
zeon, who dressed M. Pirafet’s hand.
Pigatet, touched by the constant atten-
tions of his new host, and with the cha-
grin which he scemed to feel for being
the cause of this trifling accident, tho't
it incumbent on him to relieve his con-
science, and assured the Comte that the
clash of the two vehicles was not to be
attributed either to the restiveness of(
the horses, or the muladresse of the
driver—but to the pertinacity of his
own evil destiny, which had always
piaced a ditch between him and the ob-
Ject at which he aimed—a rock ahead at
the mouth of every harbour he tried to
enter. ¢ My jouruney ‘o Versailles was
{o destroy or realize a great hope,”

«oh T made, dernn-

grsare w!
aed try \\i_:, and LAve nie so grotesgue
an appearmee, that an univérsal laugh
burst frem all quarters, which was ang-
mented by the unlucky efforts I made to
repair the disorder in my legal head-

dress. 1 not only lost my cause, but

jevery time I appeared at the bar, the
tsame laugh awaited me on my occupy-
iins: the tribune. 1 lost courage, and
lquitlcd a carcer in which an equivocal

L gesture is suflicient to compromise the
vights of the widow and the orphan.

¢ P'hysieai and moral inquiries into
the nature of man had always great at-
tractions for me ;[ was acquainted with
some hranches of natural science, and
the medical system then in fashion
scemed to me suserptible of important
ameliorations. 1 devoted mysell to
medicine with ardour: I compared Liip-
poerates, Galen, and Avicenna with ihe
moderns, and fancied I pereeived that
that sublime science had degenerated,
by losing its simplicity in the hands of
doctors of the hotus and eiixir. I had
the eouraze to combat inflammatory dis-
eases hy water, regimen, and bleeding;

[ even dured to proseribe Jesuits’ bark,
which then was in the height of its pop-
ularity. 1 obtained pumberless ene-
mies among aputhezaries, wine mer-
chants, and my brother physicians ; but
proud of the nnexpeeted suceess, whicii
every day awaited my exertions, I hold-
ly pursued my course. Being called
cne day to consult with a physician
newly admitted, [ recognized in him
Bernard, my old antagonist at the bar,
I also had become a doetor : and dil-

fering with me as toe the manner of

treating our patient, he declared him a}

dead maun il I managed him according

to my system. The patient, however, |
confided in me. in whieh he did rizht, for
he was speedily growing convaiescent;
when, having tuken some grapes by my
direction, a cursed grepe-stone stiek in
his cesophagus, and occastoned such vio-
lent efforts in his attempts to get rid of
it, that it induced apoplexy,and he died
sudidenly, to the great foy of Beraard,
who Fhoasted everyv where of his pre-
dietion, and prated about what he call-

said he: ¢ 1 bad just arrived at the ob-
jeet, and Tam rolled in the ditch. 1]
oucht to have expected as much—all is |
as it should be : and it really is more
honour than I am accustomed to, to see
a noble Comte in the aumber of the
eauses of my thousand-and-one catas-
trophes.  Once, a curst l:\p-«log inade
me lose the object of my atdcetions—a
bon-mot closed the doors of the Acade-
my upou me, perhaps forever—and al
contemptible insect, I may say, hurled!
me from a throne.” j
Comte de M——, astonished at this!
specch, looked steadily at M. Pigafet, |
he nevertheless, appeared to speak with |
calmness and sincerity. His look was
tranquil and undisturbed ; in fact, he
showed no symptoms of being out of
his mind. His host, whose curiosity
had been strongly excited, again ex-
pressed all the interest he took in his
date. sought to dissuade him from draw-
ing such sinisier presages from his late
accident, and concluded by requesting
to be informed on the subject of those
surprising adventures, of which he ap-
peared to be the vietim.
© M. Pigafet, as may bhe conjectured
from his preamble, was as much dispos-
ed to speak as the Cowte to hear, and,
did not wait to beasked twice.  ¢¢1 was
born in Pans,” said het ¢ my father,
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ed the fatal eficets of my system. My
reputation sufiered, and his increased.
In the wine-rooms and the apothecarics’
shops, the clamours against me redoub-
led. Tt was in vain that I proved that
the unlueky grape-stone alone had de-
stroyed the heneticent cffeets of my
care—nobody would listen to me.  To
add to my misiortune, Gil Blas ap-
peared about the same time, and it was
thought that Dr. Sangrado was drawn
tor me.  Fvery body gave me the nick-
name, and ridicule inished what ill-luck
had begun. I lost all eredit—and with
me, I scruple not to say, the rising cdi-
tice of the real art of curing disorders
tell te the ground.

+¢ A nick-nanse in France often husts
more than a bed action.  ‘T'he wound
inflicted by the weapon of ridicule is
ouly to be cicatrized under other skies,
zand In different elimates. 1 realized
my little fortune, and resolving to spec-
ulate upon it, I became a voluntary ex-
ile from my jeering eountry,

“Commerce, the iink of nations, the
parent of ecivihization, the perpetual
sourcc from whien ali the blessings ahd
luxuries of life are supplied, is, toa
tkinking man, an ubject worthy of the
most profound medutation.  In spite of
the contempt wureh little people, with
great airs, or great uanes atleet to feel

an honest but tueorizing man, had dis- 1oy it, it is, said 1, to extend or protect

cov red in me soine aptitude for intel-

Jectaal labours, and thought he wus

providing tor my future welfare in sct-
tinr me toacquire, all at once, superfi-
cial toformation 1 a great number ol
arts and seiences—being persuaded thit
an ecquaintance with  these ditferant
brucenes of knowledge would qualify
me to choose a path suited to my gen-
tus and my ahilities, ’

“I'he progress of eivilization ayiong
aatons—the gradual consolidation ol
so~1-Lies 1o the midst of barbarism and
div © banee-=this voluntary eurh which
fore: 152 pGSCs 00 itselt ;—in a word, all
the heneht's of legislation strongly al-
feeted my .
my el to the study of Taw, and became
an groced. 1 had acquired some repu-
tatjion ot the bar, when [ was called on
to plead at the Chaciet, in 2 enuse, of

1 accoriingly betook !

commerce.that all wars are undertaken,
that Kings visk the security of tueir
inrones, and shed the blood even of
their nobles s that diplomacy  sapplies
all the resoureces o gennus and cuniing;
that the useful erts aice perieeted. and
that an external correspondence of eni-
ulation and activity s kept up inall the
feivilized world. 1 beeame then a mer-
penant ;s Destablished myself'in the West
tlodies, into whieh I impoerted the Pro-
{ductions of French manafactures, and
sent baek to France tn return trans-at-
lantic commbdities, always excepting
Jesuits” bark s oy, superior to Coriola-
raus, L odud wot wish to injure my un-
gratetul compatiiots. My comiercinl
Itransactions prospered beyond my ex-
pectations 5 and in a fow years, my
tunds having incressed ten-fold, per-
mitied me 1o revisiy, with a Jarge for-

fship, Mreightdd by that same Bernard,
who seemed destined to pufsuce me ev-
Yory where, arrived with a eargo of the
same stulls—he had the market to him-
self, and for the third time he profited
by my disaster. i

+¢ Despair seized on me. A Ruseian
general, with whem I had returned
irom the West Indies, advised travel-
ling to rally my spirits, and proposed
to me to azcompany him into his own
country, where, he said, L could not
fail te obtain an advantageous employ-
ment from my varicd knowledge, and
the protectivn which, at that time, the
Russian gevernment held out to the
Froneli.  Laccepted his proposal, and
set out for 1. Petershurg, where 1 soen
hecame scquainted with the most pow-
erful men of the court. [ asked for 2
professorship—aseat in the judicature—
or a place in the administration ; but a
war with Sweden ocenpied every body’s

"o thie airs of reserve and culducss. Dy
means of attention, Zeadoesszs, and sac-
vifices of all kindg, 1 thought that I at
last had succceded in disarming ber -
cour.  Ooe day, in a delicious Zele-u-
lete, she deigned to show me that I was
not hated. I kuew that the pathetic a-
loue pleased her in love. [ was violent-
Iy smitten, and became cloquent : 1
prayed, conjured, wept, and [ saw her
Lecoming  gradually more and more
tender ;3 when, to put aseal on this scene
of delirivm, I thought it nccessary to
{fall at her feet, T did so; and, as ill
ifate would have it, 1 put my knee on
I the paw of her pet lap-dog, who barked
land bit me. There was an end of the
f pathetic! My beauty burst out mto an
limmoderate fit of laughter, which was
' my formal dismissal ; for she respected
i herself too much to give her hand to a
fover who made ber laugh, and thereby
]<lishonnrcd Ler course of life, devoted

attention, and the only answer 1 recei- ‘ to pensiveness and contempl?uon. |You
ved was, we waat soldiers, not profes-; have alveady guessed.lh:{t b.m‘na_ru, the
sors ;e wand soldicrs, not judges ;| valture ccaselcss-ly clinging to Lis con-
we want soldicrsy, not seerctaries. L tinnally re-growing prey, was qot far
called on my fricod the General, and ol Auain he profited by my mishap ;

he made me his aid-de-camp.  The war
hroke out.
some smart cagagements, and was for-
tunate enough to save the life of Mar-
shall Liacy, at the batile of Willman-
strand.,  Krom that time, be became
my declared patron, and I eherished a
hope of acquiring fame in a military
carcer. I commandaed the corps which
was first to penetrate into the Isle of
Alland ; and the Fimpress Elizabeth,
ou the conclusion of peace, deigned to
write me a letter, with her own hand,
expressive ol her satisfaction at my
couduet, and appointing me governor
ol Astracan.

¢ Fvery thing was going on in the
mast favorable way possihle for me:
and I had no [urther ambition but the
honor of commanding 1 chief in an ac-
tion of suffictent importance to prove my
capacity, and to give me a rank among
the illustrious warriors of the north. An
opportunity was soon presented, The
tamous Thamas Kouli Klian, who bad
usurped the throne of Persia, covered
all of a sudden the shores of the Caspian
with his warlike hordes. A considera-
ble body of independent Tartars, exci-
ted by him, threatened the banks ol the
Volga, and I marched to oppose them,
at the head of veteran troops, trained in
the Swedish wars, reintorced by some
brave Circassian 'Fartars, who had just

prospect of success did not appear to me
even doubtful.  Thamas was still far
distant 5 my adversaries were not sol-
diers, but brigands, without discipline,
comnianded by chiels without experi-
ence. Nevertheless, not dazzled with
such brilliant appearances, [ called to
my assistance all the resources, all the
stratagems of tactics @ I harassea and
disturbed the enemy by false marches,
[ deccived him by false reports, and
chose the most advantageous point of
attack, after having drawn up on his
tlanks a strong ambuscade, to divert him
if he obtained any advantage at first,
and to destroy him on-his retreat. Well,
Mcusieur le Comte! would you believe
it, Lwas beaten after all.  Tn the middle
ol the action, when the battalions of the
encmy were on the very point of run-
ning away, a north-caster arose all on a
sitdden, and drove st ouee into our ranks
@ cloud of dust so thick and burning,
that they were biinded, and could not
wistinguish alhies from adversaries.  ‘The
Circassians and Russians {cll upon one
another ; and the enemy, recalied to'the
battle by the advantage of his position,
conquercd us without any difliculty, af-
ter baving, I know not how, Lestroyed
the ambuseade which I had pn-,p:;rul
with so much skill.  Thus were the
hopes of a great name, the confidence
ot an empress, the fruits of many vears
ot wlory and danger, blown u\\'ay. by a
cloud of dust!  Dust rendered useless
the superiority of my troops, the wis-
dom of my measures, and the efforts of
my provident tactics.  But judge what
was my astonishment and indigoation,
when Flearned that the miserable vaga-
houds, my conquerors, had been com-
meunded during 1he action by that eler-
nal Bernard, who came across me eve-
rv where in my days of misfortune! 1
shall not explain to you by what chance

the justice of swhich b was pertectiy con- ) tune honovabily acquited, the dear spot!he was in Asia, as head of a horde of

sinecd. My antagouisty, a man of the
name of Bernard —as mere a blunderer
as cver existed, bat who contrived to
covceal his izuonrinee and fatuity under
a fulse aiv of modesty —pronounced,
a stumiering way, a very bad pleading,
which, uevertheless, was the proeduction
of some one clse,  His voee lowered
g0 mueh during the course of reading,
that not a word was heard at the end

up sneog tie pubiie, i the hall. and
even on the beneh. b spoke in my turn,
ana was hedrd wath the greatest atwen
tivn: butin the hicat of delivery, ave-

{where I was burn, and to brave ihe
!jokes and nick-vames of my oid rivals.

Vith the hope of making a still more
lconsiderable addition to my fortune, I
employed the greatest parteof my capi-
tal 10 the purchase of India stufls, then
very tashronable in Pavis, and crabark-
ed immediately for France, with my
mind full of the most fluttering projects

bt en disemberking |
tound that almesTall wy goods had been
prevced and gravwed through by a little
worn which had got into the bales |
was ruised.  Uhe next day another

bandits—tor I do not know it. 1 hal
little time to think oi him at that mo-

myselfl My government of Astracan
was daken away Gomome ; and, feaving
something worse than disgrace, 1 has-
tened Lo return to Elarope, with a de-
Fsignalspeedily regating France,  But
Liny desting bad deerced otherwise. A

. . pol future huppiuess. The voyage was | new misturtune awaited me in Germanys
7md a buzz ol pnv.ﬂc cunversation ;;(»L prosperoas

i1 tell in love. -

“You will not ask how a young,
handsome, rich, and romantie m'u;nctu‘
fad the art of winmre miy heart, by al

{{feeling alicrnately the tonc of scusinent,

I distinguished myself in]

Hlearned that a new colonial company was

implored the protection of Russia. The |

ment ;1 had caough to do to think of

fand I leavved that, in some time alter,
he married iy fair coquette. )

| ¢ My love, although foolish, was sin-
leere. Al taste for retirement, all de-
lire of retureing to Franee, had lett me.
1 felt an ardent neeessity for new emo-
Ctions, which would extinguish, or at
least alleviate, the regret oecasioned, in
spite of myself, by my silly passion. 1

otganizing to explore the coasts of Guin-
ea, from the Volta to Jackin; and 1
soon hecame one of the passengers on
board the tirst vessel bound on this ex-
padition.  After having sojourned some
time in the fertile kingdom of Juida,
and finding that my companions, whom
until then 1 considered as new argonauts,
destined to carry the blessings of civili-
zation among barbarous tribes, werce on-
ly busy in carrying on the slave trade,
'T wished to realize, Ly my own cxer-
tions, the honorable intentions which 1
had so generously supposed for them ;
and traversing the territory of Ardra, 1
pushed forward into the continent.  The
tirst Africans [ metin this excursion fled
at my approach, terrified at such asight;
| but they speedily returned in great num-
"bers, surrounded me with  piercing
'shouts, formed a circle round me, seiz-
led me, manacled me, and brought me
tbefore their chief. 1 was in the King-
;dom of Dahomay, which had not ull

\

then been visited by any Furopean,

| **The great Dahomay, king ol the
(country, was himsell a little terrified
when he saw me : but he recollected,
as I learnt afterwards, that his grandfa-
ther, Trudo Audati, the hero of that part
| of Africa, had often related to him that,
in his time, white men had fallen into
his power during the course of his con-
quests.  This idea encouraged him, and
it was so much the better for me ; for
at first he was move inclined to consid-
er me a devil than a man. In sume
i months—thanks to the scanty vocabula-
{ry and syntax which compuse the jar-
gon of savage tribes—I was able to con-
verse with him. Initiated by me into
the mysteries of the civilization of our
wondertul Europe, he took a great af-
feetion towards me. A terrible distem-
{per, of which I cured hun (by means of
| water, regimen, and bleeding, ) advan-
cced me still further in his good graces.
| I became his most intimate counsellor,
j2ud L hopeu to become at last the legis-
lator of thesc unknown regions. This
idea pleased my imagivation ; and I ex-
erted all my energies to destroy in Da-
wmey the atrocious and superstitious
customs which afleet that quarter of the
Afviean continent.

“The king, who was a man of good
sense and exectlent disposition, secmed
to enter sotsctimes into my pl'ojucts;
but nts behiel 1o bis feuches-~ihat powet
ol consecration which time gives o the
mostabsurd things—oppuscd continualob-
stacles to my plulantnropic views.  Nev-
erineless, 1 uiumiphed over every thing:,
Slaves were no longer sacriticed on the
tomb of tiucir masters, with his favorite
wives 3 human victims were no longer
officred up to shapeless gods of wood or
stotie 5 punishments, proportioncd to
transgressions, no longer crushed and con-
founded together erime and errors armies
were recruited, without devouring ail the
active part of the population 5 and agri-
culture, hitherto coufined to feevle wo-
men, ncapable of sustuining for a long
tme sucivlubers, devolved upon the imen
who no longer thought that culivating
the caithy and formiug provideut habits,
were unworthy of them, when they saw
abundanceaud comlortsucceeding misery
and ennui. ( Conclnded nerl week. )

|

LYING
Extract from a Review of Mrs, Opie’s “ Hlustra.
vons of Ly in all its branches.”
“There is one class of lies, which we
are a htiie surprisee did not attract a
larger share ol Mis. Opie’s attention
Vhes told by parents 1o thor childreer

¥ a0 el oSl CAshn iy
which strict Gutlitis hedd among mg, .

kil:_d, is principally OWing to the liw
which are told to children by theip ng

rents during the few first yeapy ufl'm“"l~
lives.—'Then is the time tha [,enn;n,u.s
impressions may be as well mado 45 ..
any later period.  Itis then, probgy
that what s called the natural propensi,
of achild is unfelded. —Many pe,-;cl./
who have a great abhorience of l\;,]:',‘
and whip their children if they dt’laz;
them in it, yet make it no sc[-u; ;
telling and acting to them the moy .
cious falschoods.  There are feye 3
rents who do not do this in g gr.-wr;,,,:
or less degree, though (louthl.'s; Wit

out dreaming they are guilty ul'crinu{lﬂt‘:

deception.  With many, the whole 1,,

siness of managing their childrey |,

piece of mere artifice and trick. 'fj,.

are cheated in their amusements, chen{'.

ed in their food, cheated in their ye,, -
Lies are told them to get them ¢, |,
any thing which is disagreealle.
child is to take physic, the mother 1),
him she has sometling good for him y,
drink : if recusant, she says she wilt
send for the doctor to cut off his ear.\
or pull his teeth, or that she will go 3’
way and lcave him, and a thousan
things of the same kind, ecach of whigly
may deccive once and answer tlhe pres.
ent purpose, but will invariubly fail af-
terwards.  Parentsare too apt to endeg.
vour to pacify their children by makipe
promises they never intend to perform.
If they wish, for instance, to take away
some eatable which they fear will i
injurious, they reconcile them by the
promse of a ride, or a walk, or some.
thing else which will please them, bug
without any intengon of gratifying
them. * This is lying, dmvnrightly'ing.
People think nothing of breaking their
promise to children, if the performance
be not perfectly convenient.—RBut they
are the last persons to whom promises
should be broken, because they cannot
comprchend the reason, if there be one,
why they are not kept.  Such promiscs
should pe scrupulously redeemed, the’
at the greatest inconvenience, and
even when inadvertently made. For
the child's moral habit is of infinitcly
more consequence than any such incoz-
vience can be to the parent.

We have only noticed a few of ths
cases of lying to children, bu. enough
to illustrate the frequency of it. Aud
yetafter having pusued such a course of
deception for the two or three first years
of lite, if the parent then finds his child
istrying to deceive him, and will tell
a downright lie, he wonders how he
should have learned to do so, for he has

e o

da
Ira

i always taught him to speak the truth;

without retlecting that he has been lyirg
to him from his very birth. So heat
tributes that habit to an innate dispusi-
tion and tendeney for falsehood, which
he has himself been fostering and nour-
ishing from the first. —Children soon
learn to know when they are deceived
many times in the same way ; and the
most comfortable method in the end, as
wellas the most conformable to the pre-
cepts of inorality and religion, is never
to deviate in the slightest degree from
the strict truth in our intercourse with
them,

The character 1s not formed by pre-
cept. but by example.  Ttis in vainto
tell children a year old that they must
not lie, but itis very easy to teach them
so by our own example. —Indeed, il
taught by example, we do not helieve
that there is in the human muad te
smallest disposition to falsehood. it
the elements of the moral eharacter are
formed by example, long helore a pre-
cept ean be understood.  People tuinn
that children under two years caunet
reason, cannot draw inferences, wil
caunot know what a lie is. —What e
nature is of the process in their mind,
is more than we ean discover ; but 1
result is that they form habits in agict-
meut with the principles according 10
which they have been treated. T
character of a child for lite is tov oited
fived, its moral education finished, bt
furc 1t is generally supposed to be =&
gun.  For our own part, when we ¢
mto what hands the forming of the min®
and morals of the young so often Lk
we are more surprised that the world?
so good, thau thatit is no better. Peer
ple are disposed to look back to our vi-
ginal constitutions for the origin of O
vieious propensities, and the moral de-
feets of our characters ; but we have \‘u-y
Iy to consider the common treatment ™
children by their parents, to I:I“‘i, Gl
enough for the cvil which is m
world, and which is scen so carly It
life. We wouder that amid all l!:
schemes of various kinds for eduratios
at the present day, no one has adve>
tured upon the plan of a sennnary M
the preparation of parents for lllr; H.‘x-:)
agement of thetr children, since 1t =7
them that their moral education at l'“"-',i.
is actually entrusted, and not U”l‘l“""
sttuciors, who are employed ter™"

iWe believo that the shight regard o

| character {y formod.”




