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LAPLAND LOVE-MAKING.
When a young gentleman in Lapland de-
gires to assame new responsibilitios, he lays
in a lnrge stoek of hrandy, and his parents,
relutives and friends meet in ns great num-

those thrown away on Birney, exceedead, in )

hers as possible, to treat the friends of the

| bride desired.  Neither bride or bridegroom

is expeeted to betray anxiety or interest in

| the proecedings : the Arctie Mrs. Grundy,

| who tsvery striet in such matters, would

be very mneh seandelized if they should.
Besides the great mass of relatives and
friends, of aunts and fourth-cousins, who
must attend, thera is a <till greater numbor of

ontsiders, who are attracted by their cuari-

osity to see whether nay body gets the mit-
ten.  The intensity of their caries=ity is to

[ some extent determined by the amount of

brandy cirenlating. On the side of the

mallant, there i a spokesman ealled Sogn-

Onaipe. lix'm:tl_\' flask inhand, he Loes over
to the other party, and offers ]i-lrlitl hospi-
| tality to the fzther aud mother of the young
fady. 'Uhis isa signal of indizerimioate
attack of a similar natare by the entire in-
vading party upon the Indy’s friends.—
Evervhbody dri :.L- to her father, evervbody
drinks to her mothery; and she herself is
borne in grateful memory. When all are
sufficiently elated, the proposal is embodicd

| in a long speech, vibrating between poetry

und prose.  Iler parents ask to see the
kileh, the wooing presents.  If they are
accepted, the matter is settled, and there is
nothing more hut to go the next day to the
parson, to get them published.  Mostmatch-
es are made at the fairs and greoat festivals,
but theysure never made without brandy.—
Indeed, *Conrting with brandy’ is a pro-
verh amonz Laplanders equivalent to the
French comme if faut. When the ]:ul_\' id

Crich, and the saitor is not, he very often

throws his brandy away. The influence of
riches in matrimonial matters is nowhero
felt more stronly than here; dress counts
for nothing : one sheepskin is as good as

canother.  Rank is determined oniy by the

number of reindeer a1 man owns.  Practi-
cally, marringe i3 a mere matter of bargain
and sale.  Still. the Laplanders recognize
the sacredness of the relation in their way.
The silver which they pay for theic bride

- must not be in the shape of rix dollars, it
"must be made up ivto ornaments.  This is

better than nutlaiiu_ If 0 mneringn v hea
ken off, the party who takes a divoree gen-

erally returns the bridal presents, and the
more conscientious add a gift for the wast.

led brandy. 8o, too, when the parcots say,

‘no. many are so generous as to pay forthe
brandy. As all the relatives have o word
to say, there is generally a good deal
quarrelling before the answer is agreed
upon, and some management is required,
oftentimes, to muke it favorable.

Pastor Fjellstrom tells of a wedding in
Joekmoek in which he was intorvested for

the wooer. Soveral attempts had been

made in vain before hie was engaged us
spokesman.  An old woman overwhelmed
everything and deafened everybody with
opposition to the wmatch. When ke came
in she velled out: *No, no, it shan't be;
not even if the Heshi-eater's son comes, ho
shan't have her.' Fjellstrom, then a stu-
dent, saw that nothing conld be done so
long ns this old harpy was around, and
whispered to a magistrate, who was also
vnlisted on the same sido, to get the old
women out of the way somchow or other.
Soon she fonud Lerself in tho street; she
i;::ut\']ﬂil nbout the door like o [:nd ﬂ_\" in an
crupty burrel ; rattied and slammed, shrick-
ed and swore but conld net get in, as the
snasistrate held the door. Meantime the
matter was sucoessfully concluded.  Fiell-
strom had L:'n'l_'-_',fnt !)l'th‘l']_lrilhl‘_\'; his fath-
er was the parson; he spoke better, and
vifired a fow more presents, When they
wore l‘i.-:n!-‘.' to go to the i!lll'.*”u'i the dvor
was opencd and the old hag rashed in; but
sho was too lnte

The importauee of having an influential
spokesman can hardly be over evatimated.
They are often paid for their services. An
odd atfair enme off in Arieploag at the et
fuir. An old widower, boaring the eupho-

ninds name of Styvy, wis struck with the

erazy iden-—soall his eountry people thought
i*—of making advanees to the widow of n
forcigner, who held her head above every-
bady else in the villaze, as her husband had
Lie :.1 distriet magistrate.  Stys. who saw
that the matter would be one of great dif-
ficulty, went to the richest manin the village,
and beroed him to be his spokesmman. e
thonshit that his age and standing would
Lave their influence, and offered him, ia

ase of success, n brus=s kettle, which, like
H-r'nﬁ' s heroes, he dezevibed. They contd
not agzree, however: the desired spokesinan
wanted the Lettle at nny rate, while Styx
wonlid ::. it to Lo it he suceeoded. The
whole party was remargable ; Styx was
pevONty YuRTS old—his Daleinea sixty, and
the «5--':].»».—-‘1;:.1. overeighty. Althouglh Styz
ecould not wmuke the brass kettic bargain,
he !-;r'l-'_ hi= courago up, and resoived to do
a8 well n= ho could 1n person. ¢ weut

to her und raid: *You have cows, I havoe

' reindecr—look st mo: 1 ain just like your

first husband,' and mor= «f the same sort.
The whole thiug reemed so comio o the
proud Sigrid Stwzada, that far from getting

angry at the poor fellow's advances, sho
begau to talk with hici, end kept him as
long as possible insuspenise us to his fate.

| His efforts aud Lis apxiety continually rowe

in ridiculousness, natil at Iast dinner time
cama, aod he got » shamefal mitten,




