THE FIGHT AT CHICKAMACOMICO.
Mr Chaffin, s member of Capt. Kennerly’s com-

, the Mechanie’s Guard, now forming a part |

of Col. Shaw’s regiment, at Roanoke Island, ar-
rived here on a visit last Friday. He reporta that
the health of the Company is pretty good, tho
many have had measles. Only one man is l::ad
sick, a Mr Stoner, who has typhoid fever. The
Guard was in the expedition to Chickamacomico
Beach. He says Col. Shaw’s regiment was sent
south of the enemy’s encampment to cut off his
retreat to fort Hatteras, but found it impossible to
Jand. That the men jumped iuto the water waist
deep, and waded nearly a mile in the direction of
the island; but as the water increased in depth as
they approached the shore, they had to give it up.
Col. Shaw started from the steamer 1n a skiff, but
seeing all his men in the water, he too, plunged in,
sword in hand, and all did their best ®o cet a
Jick at the Yankees. [lad it been possible for
Col. Shaw and Lis regiment to land, the expedi-
tion would have secured at least 0O prisoners.
Col. Wright, of the Georgia regiment, was more
fortunate, and effected a landing north of the
enemy’s encampment. The Colonel of the Yun-
kee regiment drew up his men in hine of battle, as
if intending to fight, but told them that every
man must take care of himself. Ile was the first
man to strike a trot, and his men were not slow to
follow hLis example.
brave fellows willing to dispute his landing. They
foaght like heroes.

2 escaped. Col. Wright found a horse on
island, which bhe resolved to use to pursue the
flying enemy. Ile had neither saddle nor bridle,
but getting a picce of rope, he put it in the horse’s
mouth, and ticine it back of his ears, formed
what answered for a bridle.  He then mounted
him, ana was in a fuir way to try his bottom; but
one of the 12 fighting Yankess, not then subdued,
aimed a ball so well at Lim as to kill his horse
Nevertheless, the pursuit went on, and Mr Chaffio
says the Colonel’> men brought in 59 prisoners

“They followed the encmy to within six or seven |

miles of Fort Hatteras.  Mr Chaffin confirms the
reported capture of valuable camp stores, but says

the enemy uhad no cannon; and that it is not true |
stand  of arms.— Sulis- |

that we took a thousand
Dury Watchman.
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THE LATE NAVAL EXPLOIT.
New Ournrass, Oct. 14 —The expedition un-

der Commander Huollins eonsisted of the Manassa |
(the iron-clad marine battering ram) with one |
64-pounder Dalilgren gun; the steamer Calhoun, |

(the flag-<hip,) with one Zi.pounder and two
A8-pounder Dallgreen guns; the stecamer Ivey,
with one cight-inch 3Z-pounder, rifled; the
steamer Mcline, with a 64-pounder mounted on a
pivot, four S-iuch columbiads, and a 24-pounder,
rifled ; the steamer Tusearora, with one R-inch
wolumbiad, and a 32-pounder, rified ; and the cut-
ter Pickens, with S-ineh columbiad and four
24-pound earronades.

The blockaders had the Richmond, Vincennes,
Preble, Water Witeh, and the schooner Joseph
I1. Toone—in all 53 guns

Ou Friday night last, our fleet started from Fort
Jackson, the Manassa leading the way. The
nicht was 1ntensely dark, amd the Manassas ran
into a vessel, strikine her near the bow, and ent
ting into her upwards of twenty feet.  Appalling
shrieks were heard aboard the doomed ship; signal
rockets were fired ; the enemy beat to quarters,
and a perfeet iron hail fell upon and around the
Manassa, during which her machinery became de-
vanged.  The Tusearora and the Watson eame up
with fire.barees, which had been cut locse and
set adrift on the stream.

an

When the morning eame our fleet commenced |
to pursue the retreating euemy, and a heavy ean- |

nonading began, which lasted till eight o'clock.
Several shots from the Yankees were badly aimed,
ns ll'll'_\' did not touch one of our vessels. When
the firing ended the fleet returned to the city with
the prize sehooner Joseph 1. Toone, loaded with
coal, and which hid been deserted during the
night. A large quantity of lumber, which had
been intended for
tion at the head of the Passes, was captured.
The prizes captured were the Joseph H. Toone,
and a lanuch belonging to the feders]l steamer
Richmond. The vess:l siuk is suppsed to be the

Preble, but there is some uncertainty about it.
et A

SOUTHERN COMMERCIAL CONVEN-
TION.

At the Commercial and Cotton Planter’s (Con-
ventien which wet in Macon, Ga., or. the 14th
inst., about 500 delegates were present from nine
States,

Mr A\ O Andrews, of Charleston, 8. (.,
cleeted iu'l'lnzlnrnf President of the l‘--ll\‘t‘.‘llliun.
and Messes. U H Maury of Va,, W A Berry of N
(., G B Lawar of Ga., B HHuabbard of Ala., G B
Sammey of Miss, J B DeBow of La, Sawl Tate
of Tenn,and J T Myrick of I'la., were elected
Viee Presidents,

The Convention adopted with great enthusiasm
a resolution recommending Congress to suspend
the collection of import duties, and throw our
ports open to free trade with all nations who main-
tain peace with us.

A resolution was passed requesting Congress to
alter and adjust the coius, weights, and measures
to decimal rates.

A series of resolutions were adopted upon the
Sequestration Act, recommending that no payment
of debts sequestered be required daring the war;
and that elshs tor
due the North be allowed as a ;“{-Uﬂ‘; and that the
courts be empowered in certuin cases to mudify
the retractive efleet of the Will: and that the
preperty of Northera residents laboring uinder dis-
abilities of coverture or infancy be exemypled

The President appointed a committee from
Charleston, Savannah and Mobile to examine into
the ]Jull of
mitted by J, R. Butts of Georgia.

Macox, Oct. 17.—The Convention, on Wednes.
day evening, passed the fullowing resolutions:

have sons in the Confederate army, for the bencfit
of the song.  Approving the plan of the marine
battering ram, invented by J. R. Butts, and recom-
mending it to the Confederate States, and that a
gubseription be opened in the Convention to put
it in operution. Deelaring the importauce of
opening railway communication with the coal and
iron mines of North Curvlina.

vessels bringing goods from foreign ports, but no
accumulation of produee or stocks should be allow.
ed in our sea-ports. Requiring the Post Office
Department to establish postal relations with
Furopcan Governments as soon a8 possible.
Convention, after adopting some otherunimportant
resolutions, adjourned at half-past 10 .olclock. to
meet in Montgomery on the first Monday in May,

1862.

A Goop si6¥.—The Augusta (Ga) cotton state-
ment shows that 1200 bales of cotton were taken
by the factories in the neighborbood of Augusta
for home use, where there was not a bale .tgken
Jast year. This looks auspiciaous.

ugh

Col. Wright found only 12

One of them was killed, four ‘

were taken prisoners, and the rewmainder of the
the !

WESTERN DEMOCRAT, CHA.RLOTT_E, N. C.

TﬁE EXPEDITION TO SANTA ROSA

| ISLAND.

The Montgomery (Als.) Advertiser, of Friday,
says:

Amid the confusion and uncertainty of conflict-
'ing reports brought by passengers and letters by
this morning’s train from Pensacola, we had almost
despaired of obtaining anything approaching re-
liability. We fortunately, however, found Dr.
Manly, who happeuncd to be at the scene of action
on a peaceful wission, from whom we received a
connected accouut. Ilis account is substantially
as follows :

On Tuesday night, about 12 o'clock, some
twelve or fifteen huudred of our men, uuder evm-
mand of Brigadier General Anderson, crossed
the bay in two swall steamers and scows attached
to them,  The men were  picked—generally from
fourteen to seventeen in vumber—I{rom the com-
panies of the regiments from  Alabama, Florida,
U eorgia, Louisiana, and Mississippi; no full com-
pany being tuken, except, perbaps, the Clinch
Rifles, from Georgia. The party disembarked from
a poiut opposite I'cuszacola, :war_b'anta Rosa Island,
about five wiles trom Fort Pickens. ‘The men
had to wade, and some of them to swim, to reach
the beach. Nume of their cartridges, ¢, got wet.

Lauded on the Island, they were divided iuto
two squads, one proceeding directly across to the
southern beach, beyoud Billy Wilson's camp, and
the other warched down the northern beach, op-
posite each other.
they went, sume six in nuwber, spiked the guns,
'set fire to the cabins in which the Zouaves were
'camped, and shot them as they ran out.  All agree
| that the Zouaves ran incoutinently for Fort Pick-
ens. ‘They rarely lovked back or stopped to fire
at our boys, but shot as they ran. They had

thrown up sowe sand-banks, but none of their big
| guns were mounted.  Qur men took over a goodly
| nantity of rat-tuil files, with which they securely
spiked every gun except two. They burnt all the
houscs and stores, except the hospital.

The ouly formiduble resistance was from some
7. 8. regulars, sent out from Fort Pickens to re-
deem the greund which the eowardly Zouaves had
abandoned.  The resulars, however findine our
force larger than they had expected, seemed to
| have beeome panie stricken, aud retreated until
our men were in the aert of returning from the
Cisland, in obedienee to the signal from the Navy-
| Yurd. They then advanced and fired deliberately
at our men, huddled up in the boats and did them
| more damage than they had received during the
| fizht on the island,
Anderson was wounded in the arm. T'wo or three
guns were also fired at them when crossing, from
Fort Pickens, without effect.

Our men supplied themselves well with small
arms that they touk from the enemy.—They also
killed one negro and eaptured anothier. Seventeen
prisoners were seen that they brought back; how
many, if any more, is not knowr. One account-
suid the notwrious Colonel Billy Wilson, had
made a straight run from his margue to the Fort.
Another account fiom one of the eapturcd prison-
All

as usual, having remained at Fort Pickens,

| statements from our men who participated agree

that they killea between two or three hundred of
the Yankees.
forty, and thirty-five wounded, five of whom died
| yesterday.  Most of our losses in the skirmish are

attributed to eross firing, when our men were shoot- |
ing at the Zouaves from opposite sides, and to | ﬂ' b, Bidet cvedtboriandis 3
| their not being able to distinguish the badge of | © ECRIELY S-SR RGN CHOSI WL, SDCINILNE SO0 U0 |

their comradces in the darkness of the night, and
shooting one another.

Licut. Sayre, when seen last, was on the beach,
in a wounded e¢ondition. His friends who hal

and were finally compelled to leave him to save
themselves. He had requested them to do so
previously, but they clung to him to the last
mowent, and then put a coat under his head for
a pillow.

exhuusted from Illl‘t'llill,‘.'.'. Ie ﬁll:glﬂ ;.;':t][untl}' as

. . . o I
the construction of a fortifica- |

was |

indemnity and indebtedness |

a marine steam b:l!l--riu:; ram sub- |

To

sequestrate the property of such alien enemies as '

Declaring that |
return cargoes of our produce should be furnished |

{
The |

long as he eould. It is
prisoner in  this helpless

L'l‘('.‘-"

condition by the Yun-

| ted. Notwithstanding the unfortunate zecidents

referred to veeasioning the death of so many of our

| brave soldiers, the object of the expedition was
| completely accomplished, and the result was
| highly satisfuctory and inspiriting to the officers
| and men of ourarmy. The only object contempla-
| ted was the reaking up of Billy Wilson's eamp,
artillery was

and not the taking of Fort Pickens.

This was done completely. No 1
)t:lkvn over—ouly small arms, pick-axes, fire-balls,
Land files. A reserve foree, composed of the re-
| ninder o_i'tAhv oth Gieorgia Regiment, had started
| over to reinforee our men, when the signals were
lﬁrml by General Brage for the body on the island

toretuin. 1t was about 9 o’clock in the morning;
' they bad been entirely suceesstul, and, being in
dauger of being surrounded by the fleet and the
furce at Fort Pickens, it was chought prudent for
the troops to reeross the Bay. Major Vodges, one
of the *‘distinzuished” Yaunkee prisoners taken,
told vur officers that Coloned Brown, the comman-
der at Fort Pickens, was to open his batteries on
them yesterduy or last night; but, up to 9 o'clock,
when the train left, no demonstration had  been
made.
by the ladies of Pensacola.

: ; f
The Pensacola Observer contains the eorres- |

pondence between Col. Brown, in command at
Fort Pickens, and Gen. Brage commander of the
[ Confederate forces at Pensacola, relative to the
hospital at the Navy-Yard. Col. Brown says he
notices a large yellow fag on the building in the
line of his batteries, and says it may be used as a

{ proteetion  for Confederate troops, and gives

uotice to Gen. Bragg to have all the women, |

children, and sick removed.

tien Bragg replies that the building now used
as a !in."pit:sl has a]w:l_\'fi been used as such, and he
intends o continue using it fur that purpose. He
wiil respeet Col. Brown's hospital, even though
the Federal guns are direeted to the destruction
of the Confederate hospital.  Gen. Brage says he
will hold Col. Brown responsible before the world
for any mjary to his hospital.

Pexsacora, Oct. 15.—A flag of truce was
sent from Fort Pickens, to inform Gen. Bragg

that the prisoners would be seut to New York on
Gen. Bragy seat the Paywaster over,

Sunday.
who paid the men in full for the remainder of

their term.
_—— e ——— A —

Tne Bermupa’s Carco.—The following is
! given as the principal part of the eargo which
this vessel recently brought from Engiand to Sa-
vannah: 6,000 Enfield rifles, 20 rifled cannous,
84.pounders, 60,000 blankets, 50000 pairs of
| shoes, 20,000 soldiers jackets, 1,000,000 rifle car-
' tridges, aud a large quantity of unfised ammuni-
tion.

This adventure was got up by enterprising mer-
clants in Savannah and Charleston, who sent
agents to Kuarope to make the needful ar-

leare that the enterprise has proved very profit-
able to.them as well as heneficig! to the
service.

They killed the sentries as

[t was at this time that Gen. |

ers stated that he had not slept at ecamp that night |

Our less in killed and missing is |

him in charge had earried him two or three miles, |

He was shot in the thigh, and was mueh |
supposed he was tuken |

Capt. Nelms, of one of the Georgia com- |
pavics was killed, whose death was greatly regret- |

Our wounded were being well cared for |

rangements for its success, and we are gratified to |

_publicll

THE STAY LAW.

|

[The Fayettevllle Observer says the following article |

was written by a gentleman who is both a Lawyer and

a Statesman.]
From the Oleerver.

Tue Stay Law.—Every law of this kind is
based on the idea that whenever parties shall make
a contract and it shall become more difficult to
perform it, when the time comes for fulfilment
arrives, than it was when the contract was made,
it is proper and expedient that the Legislature in-
terpose and give a longer time to the obligor than

|
|
|
|

was azreed on between the parties, for the per-.

| formance of his undertuking. The Legislature
wust necessarily be the judge whether, fiom
scarcity of mouey or other cause, performance is
more difficult, at thc maturity of the contract,
than it was suppused to be when the eontract was
made. No Legislature has ever attempted to
shorten the time of performance where owing to
abundance of money or other cuuse, it is easier
to perform, at the maturity of the contract than
' the parties supposed when the contract was made,
though no reason is perecived why the rule should
not work both ways. If this power exists in the
Legislature, and ought to be exereised, there is no
limit to its exercise, excepting the legislative will.
If it may postpone vayvment for a year, it may
pastpoune for five, ten, or fifty years. It is eon-

tended by some, thut so many evils grow out of

what is called the eredit system, that Society
would be beocfitted by a total abolition of credi,

ing debtor. It is difficult to couneeive how any
rativnal mind can arrive at this conclusion, since
| every one must know, that from the very wpatare
| of mian, civilized or savage, there will exist some
| degree of confidence between wan and wan, and
' that hie who prowises should be made to perform.

olutiovary war. Qur ancestors therefore had the
benefit of experience as to their effect. The result

crate States, adopted in anticipation of immediate

war, contains the same identical prohibition.
Some, if not all, the advocates of the bill, con-

ceded that in spirit and design it violated the

| Constitution; but they insisted, that if such a law

| were not enacted, soldiers eould not be found to
leave their homes and fight the battles of their |
country, if the Shylocks left behind might seize |
and sell their property aud leave their wives and |

children without house or home—and when these | to pay
'at a future day, he makes the promise subject to

orators, on this or any other subject, touched this
theme, a truly brave soldier, if he had been pre-

him. He knows that this law destroys his credit.
He can’t fail to see the wisdom of those who in-
serted in the Constitution of the United States,
and continued in the Constitution of the Confed-
erate States, the provision prohibiting the Legisla-
ture from altering the barzains made between man
and man. The Constitution makes contracts to
pay money as unalterable as the contract by
which man and wife take each other for better or
for worse. When a man promises to pay money

'all intervening contingencies.

sent, would have been disgusted at the windy lau- |

dation bestowed upon poor soldiers. Kvery brave
man in the field knows well that his countrymen,
left at howe, are too manly to allow his property
to be sacrificed under the Sheriff’'s hammer, while
he is facing our common eunemy.
rests on the assumptivn that our army is wade
up of men unable to pay their debts-—wlereas on

But it may be asked, what is the use of dis-
cussing this question now, the General Assembly
having adjourned, and the winter term of the

' Supreme Court being abolished, what earthly

The argument |

remedy is there? It is feared none of the circuit
judges will have independence to disregard the
act on account of its palpdble unconstitutionality

| —and if they feel at liberty to act on it in refer-

the contrary very many of them are dependeut on |

the colleetiou of debts due them, to support their
families and pay their own debts.

Under color |

of protecting the soldier, who neither needs nor

asks for any such proteection, that innumerable
class of debtors, who never pay until they are co-
erced, will alone be gratified,—I will not say ben-
elitted,—for I think it will generally be ruinous
to them. They will have to pay their taxes. The

'dent man

ence to mere expedieney, they may deem it best
to throw the responsibility on the Sapreme Court.
The best way to wet rid of this ruinous law, is for
the people in every county in the State to memo-
rialize the Convention to repeal it. Every pru-
in the State knows that no ill-blood

' ought to be got up between the Convention and

stay law comumittee, having their eyes steadily fix- |
ed on the magnificent idea of inventing a mode of |
violating the Constitation, not to be reached by

. N e N - o - - » 3 1 i 3(
by allowing a creditor no remedy against a defuult- | the Supreme Court, actually reported their bill so

as to hiuder the Sheriff from collecting taxes.

This was afterwards umended by the inrertion Df{ Acsembly, entitied ‘An Act to change the jurisdiction

' the act, su that now, property may be sold to pay
| taxes to the State or county and also the direet

{ tax to the Conlederate Government.

' sales it will be reputable for Shylock or anybody

of that experience wus the clause in the Constitu-
tion of the U. S.—which is retained in the Conted- |

"ate Constitution—prohibiting any State from pass-
"ing any law “impairing the obligation of con-
L traets.”
state of war us to a state of peace. Notwithstand-
ing this prohibition, growing out of the bitter
experience of the revolutionary stay laws, in the
' very next war, ouly sowme twenty-five years after
the adoption of this salutury provision of the Con-
stitution, the General Assewmbly of North Caroli-
na, in the year 1812, passed an act providing that
any Court, rendering judgment against a debtor
for a debt or dumages between the 31st of Decem-
ber in that year and 1st of February 1514, shall
stay the sawe uutil the first term or session of the
Court after the latter period, upon the defendant’s
| ziving two frecholders as securities.
the case of Jones vs Crittenden, 1 Car, L. R: p
1 080, was declared unconstitutional.
'ing to read the opinion of Chicf Justice Taylor in
this case.
cunseientiousness of the wan, the elegance, per-
| spicuity and foree of juridical style, and profiund
statesmanship.  The act was dee
tional. In this decision there has been universal

war cowmcenced, an attempt wes wade to puss an-
other stay law; and at the extra session one was

| court was deelared unconstitutional. At the second

It is refresh- .

[t exhibits the purity and elevated | ¢ _ ; . :
| tended to give the delendaut, in executions which
| had issued at the time the act passed, 12 muore

lared uneonstita- |

passed, which at the June Term of the Supreme

| extra session, commencing in August last, a joint |

| seleet committee was appointed, who seem to have
exercised their wits how to enaci a Jaw intended

in such shape that the Supreme Court, in which
there is still respeet for the Constitution, should
not be able to declare it void.  'Lheir study seem-
ed to be, not how to pass a constitutional law on
the subject, but how to ecade the Supreme Court
—and at the same time, in spirit and effeet, to vio-
late the Constitation by giving longer time to
debtors without any security to creditors, thereby

Cment, the sherift may sell—and if the property

imipairing the contract in a much ereater degree |
! q = s

' than did the act of 1812,
It is conceded that the Legislature may consti-
| tutio ually alter and reform the judicial system—
and the rules of pleading in order to improve and
fucilitate the admimstration of justice—a  power
| which has been viten exereised in abolishing ju-
ry trials v many of the County Courts of this
State.  'Lhis has been done generally in - Counties
where there was hittle litigation, and the Superior
Courts were supposed to be suflicient to try all the
| jury cases, Iu these counties one of the cffects ov
dueidents of abolishing the County Courts was to
delay ereditors, but such was was eot the objeet or
Ldesign.  This commitiee resolved to puss a stay
leeee under the specious title of *a bill to change

the jurisdietion of' the Courts and the rules of .
pleading therein”—and so to frame it that the |

Rrupreme Court could not judicially sce that it

the administration ol justice—and here let me
(quote a few passages from the opinion of the
Supreme Court, delivered by Judge Taylor, iu the
ease to which 1 have referred, bearing directly on
this plan of evasion:—

An argament urged and mack relied on by the de-
fendaut's counsel 1=, that the law in question bears on-
Iy on the remedy, and is therefore within the sphere of
legisiative authority.  Butit' in so doing it violates the
| constitutivn, is it not less iovalid, that if it directly
| tonched ad annulied the l'lg.;ill. }':\E'I'_\ one will agree,
| that a law, which should deny to all creditors the riglt
of instituting the acuon of debt, covenant, assumpsit,
| or a bill ot CUhancery, would invade the Constitution:
but & law which should limit the recovery of all debis
to so short a period after itz passage, that it would be
¢ impossible, accordiug to the course of the Courts, to
{ vbtain 8 judgwent, would also be null and
! Though such laws, ostensibly, bear only on the reme-
dy yet they do, io reality, annibilate the right.  The
" law before ug, it is conceded, does uot gu to ihe extent
of cither instance, yetat certninly diminishes the j-
purtance and value of the right. It is dithe ult to ¢on-
ceive how a law could otherwise mmpair au exisiing
right than by withholding the remedy, which is iy uf
feet to suspend the right.’

“The undonbted right of the Legislature to alter and
refurm the judicial systeurn may, it 15 said, prodice Jde-
lay in the execution of' a4 contract, cqual o that which
results from the present law, and it s urged all
stuch acts must, upon the suue pring i]-h‘,.hu declared
unconstitutional

“We cannot asquiesce in the final conclusion drawn
from these premises, which, without Besitation, we ac-
Kknowledge to be correct.”

“All such Lows. the Legislatare has an unqaestiona-
ble right to enact, a right which the people have never
surrrendered, and the excuse of which is not forbidden
by the Constitution of the United States.”

“But it must be considered, that the primary aud es-
senlwal oljeet of all such laws, i2 the promolion of the ud-
mtralraiion f:" _,-'r.'.-f.n_"-n tts advancement and Lnpravement,
If delay grow vut of themn: if anything that bears the
resewblauce of the violation of a coutract follow in
their train, it is merely the unintended pacident und conse-
quence of the exercize of a lawrul authority. Itia different
with the law betore ue; s very desiyn, as expresscd in the
larle, 12 o do tiat ayainsi which the constitution has crpres-
sed ws Veto”

Thiat

Now our act does not, like the act of 1812 ox.
press its design by its title, but purposely and
| disengeniously expresses a design, not in the cou-
tewplation of a wewber who voted for it. Every
' body kuew and admitted it was a stay law, with a
| fraudulent title to prevent the Supreme Court
from judicially seeing its true design—and yet
| every mewber is bound by his cath to observe the
Constitation, cqually with the Judges of the Su-

fundamwental prineiples of free government =0 sac-
void. |

 pretext that a great military necessity compels us

This prohibition applies as well to a

Stay laws were generally enacted during the Rev- | else to bid and buy—and with the stay law ino

force, men, not remarkable for punctuality, can
borrow no mouney, no matter what property they
have.

The Gth section of the act provides that “in all
cases in which judgwments have been heretofore
taken in either the Superior or County Courts,
and upon which executions have issued, it shall be
the duty of the Sheriff or other officer in whose
hands such executions have been placed for col-

At these !

the Gencral Assembly. The people oughe tho.re—
fore, in cvery gounty, to petition the Convention
to repeal it. "Such petitions need not go into the
the reasoning. They shoulu be short. The fol-

lowing would answer :

“ The undersigued, citizens of county, respect-
fully petition the Convention to meet in Raleigh in
November next, to repeal the Act of the last General

{ of the Courts and the rules of pleading therein,” gen-

lectivn to endourse a levy upon the property of the |

detendant or defendants, sufficient to satisfy the
sawe, and retura such exccution, without mak ing

“sale; and apon retarn ie shall be the duty of the |

This act, 1n |

acquiescence; but in the session of I156GU-61, betore | by the sheriff.

' surety fur the deeendant.

clerk to issue a veuditioni expouas, or fir1 facias, at
the election of the  plaintift, returnable to that |
term of the succeeding Court which 1s held 12
months from the teste of such venditioni exponas,
or firl facias, and that all alias exccutions upon |
judgments herctofore taken sball be returnable
in ke manner.

This section plainly impairs the validity of a
contract, and no court can hesitace to declare it un-
constitution.l.  But even if it were constitation-
al, it will not give the reliel intended. It was in-

|
1
i
l
|
|
_|

wonths alter the return ot such executions. Here-
tofore a levy on chattel property meant a seizure
By this act I suppose the sheriff
is not to take the property levied on in his posses-
sion. lle can’t takea bond with sceurity for the
furtheowing of the property, because he ecan't,
with the ti. fa. now in his hands, under this law
fix the day of sule. I suppouse the construction
will be that he is to endorse a levy on a horse or
other chattel; as he heretofore levied on land,
leaving the property in possession of . the defend-
aut. On the return of this levy an order of'sale
issues, refurnable 12 mounths after its teste. At
any time during the 12 months, after advertise-

disappear, any time atter the ven. expo. reaches
the sheriff’s hands, the sheriff will be lable on his
official bond.  Self protection will compel sheriffs
to sell without delay, instead of forbearing to
act for 12 months, in the mean time being in cffect
The same observatious
apply to alias executions issued by Justices of the
Peace on existing Judgments—and as to all

judzments on which no exeeution had issued at
the passage of the act, they are left out ofits ope-
rativn, and the plaiutiff may issue his excceution |
and collect his nioney as heretofure. The act

makes no provision to hinder a sale under a deed |
of’ trust or mortgage.

Under the operations of this act, the Judges of
the Superior Courts perform but half the services
heretofore required of thewm, while they reeceive |
the same salary as heretofore.  1n all the counties |
where the County Courts heretofore had a jury for
the trial of civil suits, the whole business of six
Courts is thrown upon vue term of the Superior
Court. It is obvivus that no suit commmenced |
after the passage of this act could ordinarily be |

: [ tried short of sev ears alierits nee :
P Was a :-al.:l:)' law under the ise of an act to Hnprove | ELG? seven : IREr i ealnfaenchmpnt. |

1I'he strenuous advoeates of this bill iusisted |
that the popular idea which must guide all our
actions, even though it should bring us in conflict
with the constitution, is the defence ot the coun-
try against our wicked and infutuated enemies:
that a stay law was indispensible to our defence—
and was consequently a military necessity. This
is a most delusive and dangerous argument. Hith-
erto it bus been the pride and boast of the south,
that we were conducting this war with striet ad-
herence to the great radieal prineiples of constita-
tional liberty—while our adversaries, under the
tyrant’s plea, military nccessity, have suppressed
the writ of habeas corpus, muzzled the press, and
in ways without number disregarded the great

redly observed by the British Government.

Let every man who would preserve order and
zood goverutent indignantly frown on this mon- |
strous violation of the constitution under Lincoln's

to disregard the constitution. No such necessity
exist=.  Even a stay law such as that of 1812,
would derange the general business of society. |
The assertion of the principle in any shape, that
the General Assewbly may at its pleasure, inter- |
pose between contructing  parties and alter their |
confracts, dl.'l‘;lllgu-'i 't-ucit.'t)‘, and CUIISc(Iue:lllly '
pwr:.ﬂ-e-ns, instead of str u_t)!ftfufuy the country for
wilitary defence.  But our law is the most abomi- f
nable intervention to wake an effectual stay law, |
which ever entered the head of sane men. [t |
wakes a lurge stride in the direction of abolishing |
the judicial branch of the government, and conse- |
quently annibilating civil government; for of |
whut use are laws, without courts and judges to |
interpret and adwinister them? Two distin-
cuished Senators, each holdingz a lucrative posi-
tion in the wilitary department of the government, '
serivusly pronosed the total abolition of the Sa-
preme Uourt—the one suggesting, and the other |
actually introducing a bill for that purpose. It is, ?
in substance, a pian to ivaugurate anarchy, aceord- |
ing to law

Do the great masses of the people suppose this
is a measure calculated or intended to relieve the
suldiers? 1 have not met with one of them so'
stupid as to entertain this belief. They all know
it may help the unserupulous speculator who owes
to laborers and others immense sums of money.
If he can postpone or defeat the payment of his
debts, it will be convenient to him. But every

preme Court. The Constitution of the Confeder- | poor man knows that his credit is invaluable to

 ample, and 8 good FLOURING MILL attached.

| Biime,

erally known as the Stay Law.” “

If such memorials be sent up, that wise body
can repeal this act, without incurring the ire of
the General Assembly.

JURIS AMICUS.

THE PEOPLE’'S WAR.
Governments usually make the wars, and the
people who fight have really no animosity for those
aczainst whom they are contending.  Bat in this

- war, every Southern man is animated with feelings

of batred and revenze. It is the PPeople’s War.

| Every soldicr on our side fizhts with the alaerity

of one avenging a personal insult and injury.
Not oaly all the blood, but ull the wealth of the
South, 1s freely offered in such a holy cause. We
learn from the passport office, that on Saturday no
less than §172,000 worth of elothing arrived for
the army—voluntary contributions from the men

| and women at their homes in the various States;
and we learn from the smne source, that probably

2,000,000 worth arc coming on.  And, after the
army is abundantly clad, then «bundanee of food
will be forwarded.

If the Yankees coulé only witness the magnifi-
cent spectacle presented by a united people, they
would aespair. There is oot a man, woman or
child in the South, that would not prefer death to
subjugation. We learn, also, that the people are
unanimous for Davis and Stephens, and will freely
offer themselves and their all in the war of inde-
pendence.

But the patriotism ard liberality of the people
will do more. They will break up the monopoli-
zing extortioners, aud make clothing and foud a
drug in the market. Many a speculator will be a
bnnkrupt in less than ninety days.— R ich. Whiy.

= e

CourT OF MAGISTRATES AND I'REEHOLDERS.
—A Court of Magistrates aud Freeholders was
held on Tuesday, the Sth inst, at the storc-house
on the premises of Maj. Nelson Bell,in this Dis-
trict, for the trial of Prusilla, a slave, the property
of James L. Reed, Esq., charged with administer-
ing poison to her wmaster, and with committing
divers other misdemeanors. The poisoning was
proved, but there seemed to be doubt as to the
eriminal intent. The verdiet of the jary was,
that the prisoner be sent back to jail, to remain
five weeks, and to receive five hundred lashes—
one hundred per weck during her confinement.—
Lancaster Ledger.

- .-

A Wirre MaN Murbered vy A Free NEaro.
— The Murderer Hunyg.—We learn by a private
letter from Wilkeshora that on the 1st instant a
number of men in Wilkes county attempted to
press a free negro by the name of Fleteher into
the army as a servant  The negro fled, was pur-
sued and caught. e then drew a pistol and shot

| his eapturer, a Mr. Carrender, through, killing
Wilkes- |

him instantly. e was then ecarried
boro and lodged in jail.

to
On the followine Thurs-

| day, the 3rd, an excited crowd gathered at the

jail, and took the negro out and hung him until he
wWias ({Dﬂd.—jl)n"{':_‘t:f[)‘! j:l_!)l!l,n"l s

A N S LT

THE MAGISTRATES of Mecklen-
burg county are requested to mect at the Conrt House

in Charlotte on Tuesday of County Court, being the
20th day of October. g

A full attendance is neceszary,

| as important business in regard to the Soldiers” Relief

Fund is to he transacted,
Oct B, 1861 3t

PROCLAMATION.

In  purenance and by virtne of a resolution

of the General Assembly of North Carolinn, I, Henry

T, '[']l!l‘k, Gaovernor ex-officio of said .‘":::.h.-‘ do ]j(-re'_

by notify and require all muale citizens of this State

now in the enemy's country of the United States, to re-

turn to North Carolina, where their allegiance is justly

due, within thirty duyas from the dute hereaf: and 1 rl‘u

WM. NAXWELL,
Chairman,

soldier in the army of the Confederate States, or some
one of them, or in prison, or detained by force,
HEXRY T. CLARK,
Governor, ex-officio.
Execative Department. Raleigh, Oct. 1, 1861,

FACTORY I'oOoR SALE.
The undersigned propose to sell, at a low price and
upon liheral eredit, their COTTON FACTORY,
ed on the South Fork of the Citaswba Biver.

loent-

1
raamn
ooy

work., The water power is and the buildings

The principnl machinery consist= of 1300 spindles, 9
cards, 26 loows, and all the machinery 10 work the
J. & E. B. STOWE.

Slow esville, N.

A Card. "

I take pleasure in informing my friend: and patrons

of this tawn and nei

ITm, 0.

Oct 8, 1861

ghborbood that 1 have returned to

| Charlotte and resumed my former business.

In consideration of the existing pressure of the times
I ehall limit my terms of tuition (in town) on the
Piano Lo 5;:‘1‘ for the fuil Session of 10 weeks or ::‘..]5
for the half Session of 20 weeks. > =
orders in

attend Inlln(‘lur!ff_\' to all that litie as also to

| Tuning, Repairing aml Sale of Pianos.

Address orders through the post-office,

CHARLES 0. PAPE.

Wanted to purchase, a second-hand Piane.
Uct 8, 1861,

BUTTER!: BUTTLR::
The hizhest cash market prices will

Butter, Fggs, Poultry, &e, at
Sept 24, 1861

be paid for

PALMER'S

. Variety Store.
BROGANS, BROGANS!

2,000 pairs Negro Brogzns, just received, and for

sale by

Oct 1, 1867 3t

g5~ After a careful examination of the‘"-s--_,
Law, and after consultation with others iy lay
judgment we confide, we are satisfied that i&
tains no provision preventing our Judges frop ,
pointing special terms of the Superior Uour‘;
That provision of the act abolishing one term of
 the Superior Courts we presume is °°“5‘it“li0n3
as the Legislature had a right to do this, by &
special aet authorizing Judges to aphoin, SDeei]
| terms is not repealed. V_\'uuid it not be wel| lhe‘n
for our Judges to appoint special terms of the
Superior Court for every county, to be held i, the

| spring at the same time the regular terms Wwould
| be held were it not for the provision of the gy,

| Law? If this is done iv will, we doubt not, pey
| the wishes of the people. And as none of the
circuits are yet over, these special terms ey be
| appointed for those counties in which the Fall

Courts have already been beld.— Greensbor Pas
. o g

It is reported that Wise's Legion is ordered 4
N. Carolina. We believe that the report is found.
ed upon fact. At any rate if not already ordereq
we know that it has been in contemplation ¢,
order it here. Gen. Wife's health is not any bet.
ter. He is in Richmond almost despaired of —
Wil. Journal.

B. R. SMITIL & co,

(SUrCcEssoRs TO J. B,

F. BOONX 1;,)

WIOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS Iy

BOOTS

AND

S EX O B S,
Leather, Calf-Skius and Shoe-Findings,

CHARLOTTE, N. C.
March 26, 1861, tr

———— ——— e e

BOOT AND SHOR
EMPORIUN,

Charlotte, N. C.

R. SWITH & O,

ARE. receiving a choice stock of Boots and Shoes of

! ‘t';.'
4

™)

g

&€

the best quality (warranted) which they will sell o

LOW PRICES TOR C.ASET,

March 26th, 1861. t

SALT BEEF.
SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT,)
Rarricn, Sept 20, 1861, §
led Proposals will be received at this office, for
the elivery of SALT BEEF, according to the follow-
ing tipulations:

The Beef must be from well-fatted Cattle, slanghtered
after the 20th of October, and weighing not less than
250 ponnds,

The legs and leg-rounds of the hind-quarters, sad
the shinsg, and at least gix ponnds of the neck end of
each fore=gqnarter must he excluded from each barrgl,
and the remainder of the carcass, instead of being eul
with a c¢leaver, must be cut with a saw and knife, to give
the meat a square, neat und smooth appearance, in
pieces of not less than six pounds, nor more than ten
ponnds,

The Beef must be salted at the rate of one bushel of
poure Turk's Island Salt, or 1} bushels of Liverpool
Salt, and 2 ounces of pulverized Salt-petre to every
200 pounds, exclusive of a pickle to bYe made from
fresh waler, as strong ns salt will make it, and must
be perfectly bright and clear, This Department will
furnish salt tuv contractors at cost and charges, if de
sired.

The Beef must he pat in barrels: the barrels munt
Le tight and well coopered; the nett weight of Deel
and the coutractor’s name marked on each barrel. The
Beef will be inspected by inspecting officers, to be ap-
pointed by this Department, at the point of delivery.

Two gecurities will be required in sums equal to the
amount of the contract.

P —

s

JOIN DEVERELUX,

Oct 1 3t Com, of Suab.

Vinegar, Candles and Soap.

SUBSISTENCE I)I-Ii'.\R'I'.\iENT,],

Rangigu, Sept. 21, 1861, |
The undersigned is desirous of purchasing s large
lot of these articles fur the use of the Troops. Appli-
cation may be made to him, or to any one of ibe

Agents engaged in purchasing for the State,
JUHN DEVEREUX,

3 Com. of Sub.

o

t

Quanten MAsSTER'S DKIrARTMENT,
Raveieu, N, C., Oct. 7, 1861 }
Ty all Whom it may Coneern:

Notice is hereby given, that all goods affected by the
Procinmations issued by his Excellency Gov, H. T
Clark, dated Raleigh, September 13th and October 3,
1861, which were bona fide purchased and paid® for, or
shipped prior to the 161h October inst., are exempted
from all restrictions under said Proclamations, and sll
Agents will hereatler e governced by this order as (0
stoppage of the same in fronsitu, i
By order of the Aidjutsnt General.

JOIIN DEVEREUX,
Capt. nnd Asst. Quartermaster N. C. Arof.
October 15, 186!, 8- 21,

NOTICE.

Having taken letters testamentary from (he County

. r | and a number of hogs
hiereby declare as an alien enemy, snbject to all the |

paing, penalties ani forfeiture which are or may be in- |
curred by an alien enemy, every person failing to obey |
the requirements of this Proclamation, except he be s |

o ; A The ma- |
.t'lll!u'r_\‘ 12 comparatively new and in goad order for

 Company, will e held in the town of Charlotie ot

JAS. HARTY. iin

Court of Union county. on the estate of PPhilip (‘undor,
deceased, we will expose to public sale on the 24th osy
of October, 1561, the following articles of property bes
longing to suid estate, viz: a NGI'HI’tJ (ir] und Child, 100
bushels Corn, 40 bus, Oata, 1256 dozen sheave Usis, 4
liead Horses, 2 Mule Colts, 0 fine lot of eattle and sheep,
Sale to begin at 10 o'clock;
when and where the terma will be made known.

J. CONDER, 1,_"-,,
WM. CONDER, )

Oct ) 3t pd

—

DUES WANTED.

The Book Accounts of J. A. FOX. and also thoss of

| J M. HOWIE, contracted in the Foundry business, 818
in my handa for settlement and collection.
| elee has authority in the lutter case.

No oné
. Thosze irnrrfltl‘
will act wiseiy 1o heed this notice before the 10th ol

| Ucluber preximao,

A. . WILLIAMSON,

Rept 17, 1861 Attornef.

—

W, C.& R. RAILROAD CO.
STOCKINOLDERS' MEETING.
The regular annual meeting of the Stockholders ol

the Wilmington, Charlotte & Rutherfordton .I:.'i”r“:d
1 oo

fourth Wednesday in October next, the same heing the
234d day of the month, County Agents unahle o8l

| tend :-Imlgll not fail 10 have the County Stock repres

sented by proxy to insure s quorum. This is the wor®
necessary as very many of our Stockbolders have €8
tered the army and will be necegsarily absent.
Sept 24, 1861 5t H. W. GUION, Prest
e

State of North Carelina—Gaston connty.

. Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions—A ug. Term, j86l.

| David Friday und Mari *ric . * Qyith s
- . s ; £ ny i Mari ay (S
I have a fine stock of sheet music on hand and will I i st l-“d‘.‘ Y8. duRe

wife Elizabeth, Jucobh Link and wife Margaret, Jsc0
Sammey and wife Mary.
Devizsavet vel non.

It appearing to the satisfaction of the Court ths
Jacob Samwey and wife Mary, two of the Defeu(l'-'t'
in _the above case, reside bevond the limits of lhii'b““‘
It is therefore ordered by the Court that publication ©

' made iz the Western Democrat, a paper published 18

the town of Charlotte, for six weeks successively, c0%
manding the said Jacob Sammey and wife Mary to 8P°
pear at the next term of this Court to be held for the
county of Gastor. at the Court-House in Dallas, on th®

| third Monday in February next, then and there to m#

themselves party defendants, or judgment pro confesto
will be entered against them.
Witness, W. D Glenn, Clerk of said Court, at officé
Dallas, the 3d Monday in August, 1861,
84-6L [pr adv §6] W. D. GLENY, Oork.




