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The Great Speech of

SIDENT  JOHNSON,

In Washington, on the 22d of February, 1866.

=l

OR THE

On the procession reaching the Executive
Mausion, where an immense crowd bad preced-
ed it, Mr Fendall, the President of the meeting,

HE STANDS FIRM F CONSTITUTION.

BV~ Transient advertisements must be paid for | presented to the President the resolutions which

in advance.
ing rates, 5
Advertisements not marked on the mandscript

charged accordingly.

for ampecific time, will be inserted until forbid, and |

Obituary potices are charged advertis- | had passed the meeting, with a brief and perti-
| nent address from Mr Fendall, in which be in- |

formed him that the assembly had adjourned to
the Presidential Mankion to pay their respects

#1 per square of 10 lines or less will be charged | to him. The President was then formally intro-

for each insertion, upgles the sdvertisement is in-
serted 2 months or more.

MEDICAL CARD.

DRS. GIEBON & McCOMBS, having associated
themselves in the practice of Medicine and Surgery,
respecifally teuder their professional services to the
citizens of Charlotte and surrounding countyy.

From a large experience in private as well as
Field and Hospital practice, they feel justified in

proposiag to pay special attention to the practice of !

Surgery in all its branches.
Office in Granite Row, up stairs,
Mansion House.

opposite the

ROBERT GIBBON, J. D.
Dec 11, 1865 J. P. McCOMBS, M. D.
FIRE, LIFE & MARINE INSURANCE,
CHARLOTTE, N. C.

The undersigned, representing some of the strong-
est New York Insurance Companies, are prepared
to izsue Policies for any amount desired against
I.oss on Land or Sea of Property er Life, in North
and South Carolina. Address

HUTCHISON & SPRINGS, Agents,

Sept 4. 1865. tf Charlotte, N. C.

HUTCHISON. . J. E. BROWN.
HUTCHISON & BEROWN,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
CHARLOTTE, N. €.

Huving again associated themselves in the practice
of Law, will give faithful attention to all business
entrusted to them in Mecklenburg and the adjoin-
ing countics.

Office in the corner building formerly oceupied by
the late Col Wm. A. Owens, nearly opposite the
Charlotte llotel, where one or the other may always
be found.

December 25, 18635,

J. M.

-
3mpd.

Come oue, come all ! come big, come small,!

Lome youny, come old! and sce bargains sold,
AT

KOOPMANN & PHELPS

CELEBRATED OLD STAND.

We would respectfully ecall the attention of all
friends and customers to the fuact that we are re-
ceiving one of the largest and best assorted

Stocks of Goods _
to be found in this place. We intend to do an ex-
tensive CASH BUSINESS, and are determined to
sell wur Goods at the very lowest prices.

TIHE LADIES are especially invited to call and
axamine our Stock, cousisting in part of

Bry Goods
as follows: Favey Goods, Trimmings of all kinds,
Blankets, Clotlring and Furnishing Guoods, Carpet-
inge, Hats and Caps, Hardware and Cutlery, Boots
and Shoes, Roping & Bagging, Leather.

Also a large assortment of

Family Groceries.

Country Merchants who desire to purchase from
s select und complete stock, ave respectfully invited
ta inspect our goods, hefore purchasing elsewhere,
believing it can be made to their interest 1o do so
KOUPMANN & PHELPS,

¥

WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS,
PATENT MEDICINES, PERFUMERY, &e.

December 4, 1865.

ak Orders with remitiances promptly executed at |

lowest market prices by
Harral, Risley & Tomphins,
No. 141 Chambers Street, NEW YORK,
Pruprietors of Risley's Ext. Buchu, which is sold
for less prices and is double the size and strength

of any other.
December 4, 1865

Charlotte Foundry & Machine Shop.
PARTICULAR NOTICE.

The public is respectfully informed that I am pre-
pured to build and repair Steam Lngines and do
all kinds of Machimery work. Also, make Castings
in Tron and Brass.
tee work to he done as well and as clicap as at any
Shop in the State.

0id eastings bought or taken in exchange for
J. M. HOWIE,

Proprietor,

Gm

work.
tct 16, 186

-
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¢mpd
Davenport Female College,
l.[;'-\-(_f].h), Calidlwell (‘r-'Huf_y. N. C

The exercisesx of this Institation will Le resumed

on Momdayv the 26th of February, with a fall and
accomplished corps of Instructors. This Institution
is defightfuliv sitnated at lLepoir, 12 miles from
benrd Station on the Western N C Railroad.
TERMS
Bosrd for Twenly weeks 55 00
Tuition in Eoglish branches 20- 00
Twition in Muyzie and use pf 'iano, 22 50
Inawing, 10 00
Paintivg in 0Oil. 20 00
Laiin, Greek. French and Gernian, each, 3 20
I"'risany DEPARTMEST.
1"3;'.“"&. in firat cliss, sl‘.: 50
Tuition in second elnse, 15 00
Cantinger:t fee to be paid by each stu-
dent on entering the Coliege, 2 0u

A of the above prices are 1o be paid in specie or
s equivalent,
For Circular, uddress, until 1t of February,
Rev. J. R. GRIFFITH,
P —2n Ansouville, N, C.

J ".'i:l:_\- iS5,
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The Southern Express Company,

For the Lranzsponriari . %
ackames. s g o of merchandise, valuahle
PACREES TSI hank notes, bonds, &e, forall prrels
of the South and Sunibwest ¢ 3 5
; L Pwest. 1n connection with
ADNAMS EXPrRrEuss CON

IPANY.
BEROADWAY,

fur "_-l"lilhl ({3 LQ

Liave eztablished thieis Noen
NEW YURK, where
forwarded South will receive prompt attention
Merchiandize “.“'i \';3lil:llllt‘-.~ delivered 1o “a"nd.en's
Kinsley's, American and United States Express Com.
panies, for the Southern Expra:s Company,
ceive prompt dispateh. s
For particulars, rates of freight, &c. &e, apyply at
the office of the Southern LExpress Company, 59
i'.;'n:lll\\':t}‘. H. B. PLANT,

¥
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duced by Mr Fendall—he addressed them sub-
stantially as follows :

After returning his thanks to the committee |
 which had waited upon him and presented him

with the resolutions that had been adopted, the
President said : The resolutions, as I under-

' stand thew, are complimentary of the policy

which has been adopted and pursued by the
Admisistration since it came into power. I am
free to say to you on this occasion that it is ex-
tremely gratilying to me to know that so large
a portion of our fellow-citizens endorse the poli-

' ey which has been adopted and which is intend-

ed to be ecarried out. [Great applause ]

This policy has been one which was intended
to restore the glorious Union—to bring those
great States, now the subjeet of controversy, to
their original relation to the Government of the
United States.  And this seems to be a day pe-
culiarly appropriate for such a manifestation as
this—the day that gave birth to him who foun-
ded the Govervment—that gave birth to the
Fathgr of our Country—that gave birth to him
who stood at the portal when all these States
entered into this glorious Confederacy. 1 say
that the day 1s peculiarly appropriate to the en-
dorsement of measures for the restoration of the
Union that was founded by the Father of his
Country. Washington, whose wname this city
bears, is embalwed in the hearts of all who love
their Government [A voice, “So is Andy John-
son,” and applause.] Wasliington, in the lan-
guage of his eulogists, was first in peace, first in
war, and first in the hearts of bis countrymen.
No people can elaim him—no nation can appro-
priate him,  His eminence is acknowleged
throughout the civilized world by all those who
love free government. I have had the pleasure
of a visit from the assoeiation which has been
directing its efforts towards the completion of a
monument erected to his name. I was prepar-
ed to weet them and give them my humble in-

fluence and countenance in aid of the work.—

Liet the monument be erected to him who found-
ed the government, and that almost within the
throw of'a stone from the spot from which I
now address you. Let it be completed. [Ap-
plause ] Let the pledges which all these States
and evrporations and associations have put in that
monumcut be preserved as an earnest for our
faith in and love of this Union, and let the mon-
ument be completed. And in councetivn with
Washington, in speaking of the pledges that
have becn placed in that monument, let me re-
fer to one from my owa State--God bless her !
—which has struggled for the preservation of
this Union in the field and in counecils of the
nation, et me repeat, that she now is strug-
gling in consequence of an innovation that has

{ taken place in regard to her relation with the

Federal Government, growing out of the rebel-
lion—she is now struggling to ren¢w her rela-
tions with this government and teke the stand
which she had occupied since 1796. Let me
repeat the sentimeni which that State inscribed
upon her stone that is deposited within the mon-
ument of frecedom and in commemoration of
Washington; she is struggling to stand by the
sentiment inseribed on that stoue, and she is
now willing to maintaid that sentiment. Aund
what is the sentiment? It is the sentiment

| which was enuneiated by the immortal and il-

| lustrious Juckson—*The Federal Union, it must

be preserved.” [Cheers ] Were it possible

| for thut old man, who in statue is before me and
'in portrait behind me, to be called forth—were

¢ possible to commuuicate with the illustrious
dead, and be could be informed of the progress

| in the work of faction, and rebellion, and trea-

| son——that old man would turn overin his coffio,

I'am well-fitted up, and gnaran- | he would rise, shake off the habiliments of the
1 , and guaran- |

towb, and again extend that long arm and fin-
ger sud reiterate the sentiment before enunciat-
ed, *the Federal Union it must be preserved.”

'[Cheers.] But we witness what has transpired
' since bis day. We remember what he said in
| 1833. When treason, and treachery, and infi-
| delity to the Government and the Constitution

of the United States stalked forth, it was his
power and influcnce that went forth and crush-
ed it in its incipiency. It was then stopped.
Jut it was only stopped for a time, and the spi-
rit centinucd. There were men disaffeated to-
wards the Goverrment in bigth the North and
South. There were peculiar iustitutions in the
country to which gnme were adverse and others
attached.
countrymen advecated an institution in the
South which others opposed in the North. This
resitlted in two exiremes. That in the South

reached a point at which the people there were |
disposed to dissolve the Government of the'

United States, and they sought to preserve their
peculiar iostitutions.

casion I waut to be understood ) There was a

_portion of cur countrymen opposed to this, and

thev went to that extreme that they were will-
in;_r_-[u break up the Government to destroy this
pecuiiar institution of the South.

I assume nothing here to.day but the eitizen
—one of you—who hzs been pleading for his
country and the preservation of the Counstitation.
[{‘hvm:,-‘] These two parties. liave been array-
¢d acuinst esch other, and I stand before you
as I did in the Senate of the United States in
1860. 1 denounced there those who wanted to
disrupt the Government, and I portrayed their
true character. 1 told them that those wkho
were cngaged in the effort to break up the Gov-
ernment were traitors. 1 have not eeasad to re-
peat that, and as far as e¢ndeavor could accom-
plish it, to carry out the sentiment. [Cheers.]
| remarked, lhough: that there were two partics.

We find that one portion of vur

(What I say cn this oe- |

' Une would destroy the Government to preserve
! slavery; theother would break up the Government
tc destroy slavery. [Cheers] The objects to
be accomplished were different, it is true, so far
‘a8 slavery was concerned, but they agreed in
onc thing—the destruction of the Government,
precisely what I was always opposed to; and

then, vindicating the Union of*these States and
the Constitution of our country. [Great cheer-
ing.] The rebellion manifested itself in the.
South. I stood by the Government, I said I
' was for the Uunion with slavery, I said I was for
the Union without slavery. In either alterna-
tive I was for the Government and the Consti-
tution.

bas put down treason in the field.
' scetion of country that arrayed itself agaiost the |
| Government has been conquered by the force of |
[ the Government itscif. Now, what had we said |
| to those people 7 “No compromise; we can set- |
] tle this question with the South in eight and
forty hours.” i

1 bave said it again and again, and I repeat |
it now, “Disband your armics, acknowledge the |
supremacy of the Constitution of the United |
| States, give obedience to the law, and the whole |
question is settled.” [Cheers.]

What has been done_since ? Their armies
have been disbanded. ﬁ‘hey come now to meet
us in a spirit of magnacimity and say, “We
were mistaken; we made the effort to carry out
the doctrine of secession and dissalve this Union,
and having traced this thing to its logical and |
physical results, we now acknowledge the flag |
of our country, and promise obedicnee to the |
Constitution, and the supremacy of the law.”— |
[Cheers ]

I say, then, when you comply with the Con-
stitution, when you yield to the law, when you
acknowledge allegience to the Goveroment, I |
say let the door of the Union be opened and the
relation be restored to those that had erred and
had strayed from the fold of our fathers.

Who has suffercd more than I have ? T ask
the question. I shall not recount the wrongs
and the sufferings ioflicted upon me. It is not
proper to deal with a whole people in a spi-
rit of revenge. I koow there has been a great
deal said about the exercise of the pardon pow-
er, as regards the Executive; and there is no
one who has labored harder than I to have the |
principals, the intelligent and eonscious offen-
‘ders, brought to justice and have the principle
vindicated that “treason isa crime.” [Cheers.]

But, while conscious and intelligent traitors
are to be punished, should whole communities
and States be made to submit to the penalty of
death? I haye quite as much asperity, and
perhaps as much resentment, as a man ought to
have; but we must reason regardins man as he
is, and must conform our action and our conduect
to the example of Ilim who founded our holy
religion.

I came into power under the Constitution of
the country, and with the approbation of the
people, and what did I find? 1 fuund eight
millions of people who were eonvicted, condemn-
ed under the law, and the penalty was death
and through revenge and resentment, were they
all to be annihilated ? Obh ! may I not exclaim,
how different would this be from the example
sct by the Founder of our holy relizion, whose
divine arch rest its extremities on the horizon,
while its span embraces the universe ! Yes, [le
that founded this great sclieme came into the
world and saw man covdemned under the law,
and the sentence was death. What was His
example? Instead of putting the world or a
nation to death, Ile went forth on the cross and
testificd with His wounds that He would die
and let the world live. Let them repent; let |
them acknowledge their rashness; let them be-
come loyal, and let them be supporters of our |
«lorious sfripes and stars, and the Constitution
of our country. I say let the leaders, the con-
scivus, intelligent traitors, meet the penalties of |
the law. DBut as for the great mass who have
been forced into the rebelljon —misled in other |
instances—let there be clemeney and kindness, |
and a trust and a confidence in them.  Bat, my |
countrymen, after baving passed throngh this |
rebellion. and having given as much evidence of |
enmity to it as some who crozk a great deal |
about the matter—[cheers]—when 1 look back |
over the battlefield and see many of those brave |
men in whose company I was, in localities of |
[ the rebellion where the contest was most diffi- |
| calt and doubtful, and who yet were paticot; |
| when I look back over these ficlds,

the smoke has scarcely passed away; where the i
| blood that has been shed has searcely been ab-
; sorbed—Dbefure their bodies have passed through
{ the stages of decomposition—what do I fod 7— |
The rebellion is put down by the strong arm of
the Government, in the field Baut is this the

d
and where !

f
!
!

This was a strogzle against a change and a rev-
[ olution of the Guvernment, and berore we fully |
get from the buttle-ficlds—when our brave men
have scarcely returncd to their homes and re.
! newed the ties of sffection and love to their
wives and their children—we are now almost
inaugurated into another rcbellien. [Cheers. ]
One rebellion was the effort of States 20 secede,
and the war on the pagg of the Government was
to prevent them trom ‘:1ee0[ul'-lishing that, and
thereby changing the character of our Govern-
ment and weakening its power. When the
Government has sutceeded, there is an attempt
now to concentrate all power in the hznds of a
fcw at the Federal head, and thereby bring
. about a consolidation of the Republic which is
eqnally objectionable with its dissolution.  We
find a power assumed and attempted to be ex-
ercised of 2 most extraordinafy character. We
sce now that governwents czn be revolu.
! tionized without going into the battle ﬁi:"LI; and
sometimes the revolutions most dislti’ﬁslng to a
cople are eifccted without the shedding of
bLleod. That is, the substance of your Govern-
ment may be taken away while there is beld ont
to you the form and shadow. And now, what
are the attcufpts and what is being proposed ?
We find that by an irresponsible central diree-
tory nearly ail the powers of Congress are as-
sumed without even consulting the legislative

L 4

- and exeentive departments of the Goveroment.

| By a resolution reported by a committee npon ;-'

- whom and in whom the legislative power of the
. Government has been lodged, that great princi-
' ple in the Copstitution which authorizes and

| empowers the legislative department; the Sen- |

{ate and house of Representatives, to be the

whether the disunionists came from the South | judges of eleetions, returns, and qualifications of |
or from the North, I stand now where I did  its own members, has been virtually taken away |

| from the two respective branches of the Nution- |
al Legislature, and conferred upon a committee, |
' who must report before the body can act on the |
seats. DBy this rule they assume a State is out
of the Union, and to have its practical relation |

The Government has st_relched forth |
its strong arm, and with its physical power it |
That is, the |

|ti{y and dignity, and be wholly lost sight of in a

| ture.
"«And was a tatlop.”

only way in which we can have rebellions (P

patchwork.

mgstored by that rule, before the House ean
judge of the qualifications of its own members.
What position is that? You have been strug-
gling for four years to put down a rebellion — |
You contended at the beginning of that strug-
gle that a State had not a right to zo out. You |
said it had peither the right nor t'ie power, and
it has been settled that the States had ncither
the right nor the power to go out of the Union.
And when yon determine by the cxecutive, by
the military, and by the publie judgment that
these States cannot have any right to go out,
this committee turns around ansl assumes that
they arg out, and that they sball not come in.

I am free to say to you as your KExecutive '
thit I am not prepared to take any such posi-
tion. [Great cheering.] I s2id i the Senate,
in the very inception of this rebellion, that the
States had no right to seccde. The question has
been settled. Thus determined, I eannot turn
round and give the lie dircet to all that I pro-
fess to have done durirg the last four years. I
say that when the States that attempt to comply
with the Constitution, and give sufficient evi-
dence of loyalty, I shall extend to them the
right hand of fellowship, and let peace and
union be restored. I am opposed to the Davis-
es, the Toombses, the Slidells, and the long list
of such. DBut when I perceive on the other
hand men—T[ A voice, “Call them off "] —1I care
not by what name you call them—still opposed
to the Unpion, I am free to say to you that [ am |
still with the people. I am still fur the preser-
vation of Lhese States—for the preservation of
this Union, and in favor of this great Govern-
ment accomplishing its destiny.

[Here the President was called upon to give
the names of three of the members of Congress
to whom he had alluded as being opposed to
the Union.] .

The gentleman calls for three names. T am
talking to my friends and follow-citizens here.
[Cheers ] Suppose I sbould name to you those
whom I look upon as being opposed to the fun-
damental principles of this Government, and as
now laboring to destroy them. I say Thaddeus
Stevens, of Peunnsylvania; 1 say Charles Sum-
ner, of Massachusetts; I say Wendell Phillips,
of Massachusetts.  [Great chicering, and a
voice* “Forney !”"] «

I do not waste my fire on dead ducks.
[Laugbter.] I stand for the countryeand thongh
my enemies may traduce, slander, and vitupe-
rate, [ may say, that has no force.

In addition to this, I do not intend to be gov-
erned by real or pretended friends, nor do 1 in-
tend'to be bullied by my enemies.  [Cheers.]
An lhonest conviction is my sustenance, the
Counstitution wy guide. I kbow, my country-
men, that it has been insinuated nay, said di-
rectly, in highplaces—that if such a asurpation
of power had been exercised two hundred years
ago, in particular reigns, it would have eust an
individual his head. What usurpation has An.
drew Johnston been guilty of? [Cheers and
cries of “None.”] My only usurpation has
been committed by standing between the peo-
ple and the encroachmeunts of power. And be-
cause I dared say in a conversatien with a fel-
low-citizen, and a Seputor too, that I thought
amendinents to the Constitution ought pot to be
so frequent, lest the instrument lose all its sane- |

short time, and because 1 happencd to say in
conversation that I thought that such and such |
an amendment was all that ought to be adopteq, |
it was said that I had suggested such a usurpa- i
tion of power as would have cost a king his |
head in a certain period! In connection with Il
this subjeet, one has exclaimed that wé are in !
the “midst of earthquakes and he trembled.” |
Yes, there is an earthquake approaching, there
is a groundswell cowing of popular judgwent
and indignation. The American people will |
speak, and by their instinet, il in no other way, |
know who are their fricnds, when and where |
and in whatever ‘position I stand—and I have'
occupted many positions in the Government,
going through both branches of the Legisla- |
Some gentleman here behind me says,
[liaaughter ] Now, thet
don’t affcet me in the least. When 1 was a tail-
or I always mede a close fit and was always
unctusl to my customers, and did good work.
A Voice. No patchwork.

The Iresident. No, I did not want any
But we pass by this digressioon.
Intimations have been thrown out—and when
prineiples are involved ard the existcoce of my
country imperilled, I wi'l, as on former occa-
sions, speak what I think. Yes! Cost bim his
head! Usurpation! When and where have I
been guilty of this?  Where is the man in all
the positions L have occupied, from that of Al-
derman to the Vice Presidency, who can say
*liat Andrew Johnson ever made a pledge that
he did not redeem, or ever made a promise that
he violated, or that he acted with lalsity to the
people? )

They may talk about beheading, but when I
sm beheaded 1 want the Americau peopie to be
the witness. [L‘hecrs] 1 do not want by in-
uendoes of an indirect charaeter in high places
to hiave wne say to a man who bas assassination
broiling in his heart, “tbere is a fit subject,”
and also exclaim that the “Presidential obstacle”
must be got out of the way, when possibly the
intention was to inslitute assassipation. Are
those wbo waut to destroy our institutions
and change tbe echaracter of the Government
not satisfied with the blocd that has been shed?
Are they not satisfied with oue martyr? Does
not the blood of Lincoln appease the vengeance
and wrath of the oppoucnts of this Geverp-

|
'

! question of the admissior of members to their '

| fur the good of the nation thelh i8 important to

! stitution.

' stand prepared to resist encroachwents on the
Uonstitution and thereby preserve the Govern-
| ment.

. blazoned characters, as

meot? Is their thirst still voslacked? Do they
want more blood? Have they mot honor and
| courage enough to effect the removal of the
Presidential obstacle otherwise than through
the bands of the assassin? 1 am oot afraid of
assassins; but if it must be, I would wish to be

- encountered where one brave man can oppose

another. T hold him in dread only who strikes
cowardly. But if they have courage enough to
strike like men, (I™ know they are willing to
wound, but they are afraid to strike;) if my
blood is to be shed because I vindicate the Un-
ion and the perservation of this Governmeunt in
its original purity and character, let it be so;
but when it is done, let an altar of the Union
be erected, and then, if necessary, lay me upon
it, and the blood that now animates my frame
shall be poured out in a last libation as a tribute
to the Union, [great cheering;] and let the op-
penents of this Government remember that
when it is poured out, the blood of the martyr
will be the seced of the church. The Unicn
will grow. It will continue to increase in

strength and power, though it may be ecment- |

ed and cleansed with blood.

I have talked longer my countrymen than I
intended.
the honor you have done me, I will say one
word in reference to the amendments to the
Constitution of the United States. Shortly af-
ter I reached Washington for the purpose of
being inaugurated Vice President, I had a con-
versation with Mr Lincoln. We were talking
about the condition of affairs, and in reference
to matters inmy own State. 1 said we had
called a convention and demanded a constitution
abolishing slavery in the State, which provision
was not cootained in the President’s proclama-
tion, This met with bis approbation and he
gave me encouragement. In talking upon the
subject of amendments to the Constitution, he
said, “when the amendment to the Constitution
now proposed is adopted by three-fourths of the
States, 1 should be pretty pearly or quite done
as regards forming amendments to the Consti-
tution—if there should be one other adopted.”
I asked what that other amendment suggested
was, and he replied, “1 have labored to preserve
this Union. I bhave toiled four years.. I have
been subjected to calumny and misrepresenta-
tion, and wny great and sole {esire has been to
preserve these States intact under the Constitu-
tion as they were before; and there should be
an amendment to the Constitution which would
compel the States to send their Senators and
Representatives to the Congress of the United
States.” He saw as part of the doctrine of se-
cession that the States could, 4f they were pre-
pared, withdraw their Senators and Representa-
tives; aud he wished to remedy this evil by the
adoption of the amendmefit suggested. Kven
that portion of the Constitution which differs
from other organic law says that no ,State shall
be deprived ‘of its representation. We now find
the position taken that States shall not be recog-
nized; that we will impose taxation; and where
taXes are imposed the Representatives cleet from
thence are met at the door and told: “No; you
must pay taxes, but you cannot participate in a
Government which is to affect you for all time ”
Is this just? ~ [Voiees—**Nol” “Nol"] We
see then where we are going. I repeat that I
am for the Union. I am for preserving all the
States. They may have erred, but let us admit
those into the councils of the nation who are
unmistakably loyal. Let the man who ae-
knowiedges allegiance to the Government, and
swears to support the Constitution, (he cannot
do this in good faithy unless he is loyal; no am-
plification of the oath cgn make any difference;
it is mere detail, which I care wothing about;)
let him be unquestiovably loyal to the Constitu-
tion of the United States and its Goveramerrt,
and willing to support it in its peril, and I am
willing o trust him. T know that gsome do not
attach so mueh importance to the principle as I
do. Quoe principle that carried us through the
Revolution was, that there gshould be no taxa-
tion without representation. I hold that that
principle which was laid down by our futhers

its good now. If it was worth battling for
then it is worth battling for now. It should
be preserved so long as our government lasts.
1 know 1t was said by some duriog the rebellion
that the Coastitution bad been rolled up as a
piece of parchment, and should be put away,
aud that io time of rebellion there was no Con-
But #1is now unfolding; it must now
be read and adjusted and understood by the

With many acknowledgements for | .
| der-estimated; but somehow or other the great

| nrmies of both the North and South, in the late

i
'veotit. [Cheers.] All that is wanted is time,
 until the American people can understand what
|18 going on, and be ready to accept the view just
as It appears to me. I could wish to have an
' amphitheatre large enough to contain the whole
' thirty millions, that they eould be here and
witness the great struggle to preserve the Con-
stitation of our fathers. They could at once
| see what it is, and how it is, and whet kind of
i spirit is manifested in the attempt to destroy
| the great principles of free goveroment; and
 they could understand who is for them and whe
|is against them, and who was for ameliorating
 their condition. Their opposers could be placed
| before them, and there might be a regular con-
| test, and in the #frst tilt the coemies of the
country would be crushed.

I bave detained you longer than I intended,
| but in this etruggle I am your instrument.
' Where is the man or womag, in private or pub-
 lic life, that has not always received my atten--
| tion and my time. Bometimes it is said, “that
- man Johnson is a lucky man.” I will tell you
| what constitutes good fortune: Doing right and
| being for the people. The people in some par-
 ticular or other, wotwithstanding their sagacity
| and judgment, are frequently underrated or un-

mass of the people will find out who is for them
and wko agaiost them. You must iodulge me
in this allusion when I say I ean lay my hand
on my bosum and say that in all the pdsitions
in which I have been placed—many.of them
as trying as any in which mortal man cofild be
put—s=o far, thank Ged, I have not deserted tha
people, nor do I beliove they will desert me.
What sentiment bave I swerved from? Can my
caluminators put their finger upon it? Caa they
dare indicate a discrepancy or a deviation from
principle?

[ave you heard them nc uny time quote my
predecessor, who fell a mariyr to his cause, as
coming in controversy with anything I advoea-
ted? An inscrutable Providence saw proper to
remove him to, I trust, a better world than this,
and I came into power. Where is there one
principle in referenee to this restoration that I
have departed from? Then the war is not sim-
ply upon me, but it is upen my predecessor. I
have tried to do my duty. 1 know some are
jealous in view of the White House, and I say
all that flummery has as little influence on me
as it had bheretofore. The conscious satisfaction
of baving performed my duty to my country,
wmy children, and my God, is all the reward
which I shall ask

In conclusion of what I have to say, let mte
ask this vast concourse, this sea of upturned
faces, to go with me—or I will go with you—
and stand around the Constitution of our conn-
try; it is agaio unfulded, and the people are in-
vited to read and understand it, and to maintain
its provisions.  Let us stand by the principles
of oar fathers, though the heavcos fall; and
then, though factions array their transient
forees to give vituperation after vituperation in
the most virulent manner, I intend to stand by
the Constitation as the chief" ark of our safety,
as the palladium of our eivil and religious liber-
ty. Yes, let as cling to it as the mariner clings
to the last plank wheo the night aod the temp-
est close around bhim.

Accept my thanks, geotlemen, for the indul-
gence you have given mé in my extemporaneous
remarks. Let us go on, forgetting the past and
looking only upon the future, and trusting in
Him that can control all that is on high and
bere Lelow, and hoping that hereafter our Un-
ion will be restored, and that we will have peace
on earth and good will towards men.

The Presidont then retired amid a storm of
applause ard congratulations. |
— Yl et
Necro Morrarlty.—To show the extent of
the mortality among the negroes, the Mobile Ad-
vertiser and Register says: @
“We do not doubt that more southern negroes
have died of disease, caused by improvidence in
a state of freedom for which they were utterly
unprepared, than have fallen by the sword in the

sanguinary conflict.”

A letter from Green Ridge, Arkansas, January®
22, received in this city, alsc says:

“Th4 mortality amongst the negroes iu the
towr? (where they will all go if they can get
there) is very great, chiefly from the prevalence
of small-pox. In fact I believe the race will be-
come extinct in a few years. Strange as it may

3 s..'-lhbl.g

Aumerican people.

I come here to-day to vindicate, in so far as I-|
can in these remarks, the Constitution; to save
it, as 1 believe, for it does seem that encroach-
ment after encroachment is ta be pressed; and
as [ resist encroachments on the Government, | |

It is now peace, and let us have peace.
Let us enforee the Constitution—let us live an- |
der and by its provisions Let be it published in |
though it were in the |
heavens, so that all may read and all may under-
stand it. Let us coonsult that instrument, and,
understanding its prineiples, let us apply them.

I tell the oppoonents of this Government—and [

- care not from what quarter they come, Eust or

West, North or South—*‘you that are engaged |
in the work of breaking up this government are
mistaken. The Constitution and the principles
of free government are deeply rootedin the
American heart.” All the powers combiced, 1
care not of what character they are, canoot de-
stroy the image of freedom. They may suceeed
fur a time, but their attempt will be fatile.
They way as well attempt to lock up the winds
or chain the waves. Yes, they may as well at-
tempt to repesl it (as it would seem the Consti-
tution can be; by a concurrent resolution; but
when it is submitted to the popular judgment
they will find it just as well o iotroduce a reso-
lution repealing the law of gravitation. And
the idea of preventing the restoration of the
Union is about as feasible as resistance to thc
great law of gravity, which binds all to a great
common centre. This great law of gravitation
will bring back those States+to barmony and

their relations to the Federal Government, and
all machinatiogs North and South cannot pre |

| cultivate one-half of the land tbat was planted

- groes since they became free is something fear-

' case of the dead coming to life has just been

. became payable to the husband, took out letters

now that they are obliged to support them.

seem, mothers take but little care of their younlg.

n

many cases they destroy their babes.” e
And again, this writer says :

“There afe not hands enough in this Staté to

before the war. The mortality among the ne-

ful, arq it is a rare thing to see a .oegro baby.”

— 0 ———

A Deap HUSBAND TURNS UP.— Another

brought to light in the register’s office of this
county. A citizgp of Reading who eulisted in
the early part of the war, and from,whomw no
information was had for some time, was given
up for dead. Ilis supposed widow, in order to
draw a certain legacy which in the meantime

of administration on bis estate, drew the legacy
and was again married immediately thereupon.
A few weeks afterwards the busband—not dead,
but living—called at the register’s office, where
be was informed that letters of admioistaptitn on.
Lis estate had been granted to his supposed
widow, whercupon he iostituted legal proceed-
inge agaiost the administratrix and her sureties.
in order to recover back, not bis wife, as he al-
leged, but the legacy. This is the second case
of & similar nature that has occurred in the reg-.
ister’s office of this county within the last three
months —Reading Gazette.
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