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AUGUST NIEMANN,
Practical Watchmaker & Jeweler,
(Next door South of the Mansion House,)
CHARLOTTE, N. C.

The subscriber respectfully informs the publie
that be iz prepared to do all kinds of work in his
line promptly and efficiently. He professes to
thoroughly understand his buginess, and those pa-
tronizing bim may ecxpect to have their -work well’
done.

gay~ Clocks, Watches, Jewelry, Music-Boxeg, &c.,
repaired at short notice and on satisfactory terms,

AUGUST NIEMANN,
Next door to Mension House.

April 20, 1866

Z. B. TYTANCE. C. DOWD. +R. D, JOHNSTON.

VANCE. DOSWD & JOHNSTON,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
Charlotte, N. C,

Having associated tnegiselves together, will prac-
tice in thé Courts of Mecklenburg, Iredell, Catagba,
Davidson, Rowan, Cabarrus and Upion, and in the

Federal and Supreme Courts.
Claims tollected anywhere in the State.
April 2, 1868 tf

 MEDICAL CARD.

DRS. GIBBON & McCOMBS, having associated
themselves in the practice of Medicine and Surgery,
rezpectfully tender their professional services to the
eitizens of Charlotte and surrounding eountry.,

From a lIarge experience in private as well as
Field and Hospita! practice, they feel justified in
proposing to pay special attention to the practice of
Surgery in all its branches,

Office in Granite Row, up stairs,
Mansion House.

.
tipposite the

ROBERT GIBBON, 1. D.
Dec 17, 1865 J. P. McCOMDBS, M. D.

FULLINGS & SPRINGS
Have removed their CLOTHING and MERCGHANT
TAILORING STORE, to No. 4 Granite Row, lutely
cccupied by J. 8. Phillips. We are offering our
stock of

READY-MTADE CLOTHING
at cost for cash. Our former friends and patrons
will do wel to supply themselves at once.

We will keep at all times a good supply of Cloths,
Ca=simers and Vestings which will be made’to
erder in the best style and mapner, We will keep
also a good'stock of Hats, Shirts, Drawers and other
furnishing Gouds.

FULLINGS & SPRIXGS.
Jan 20, 1866

Eutchison & Springs,
CHARLOTTE, N. C,,
*Agents of the most reliable INSURANCE
COMPANIES in the United States.
Be on the SAFE SIDE aund insure your property
arainst loss or damage by fire.
Avuso, INSURE YOUR LIFE for the benefit of your
wife and children.

RISKS tuken at moderate fates.

Call ou Hutchison & Spricgs, No 4, Granite Row.
E. NYE-HUTCHISON,
J. M. SPRINGS,

March 5, 1866 Agents.

Ladies’ Hats and Bonnets,:
Trimmed and unteimmed ; Bonnet Ribbon, French
Flowers, &c, very handsome, at

May 14th McLEOD & STEELE'S

Haondseme and Fashionable styles of Ladies’
DRESS GUOUDS, Laces, Strawls, &c, very cheap at
May l4th Mc¢LEOD & STEELE,

Grain and é;;ss Scythes,

Sceyvthe Suaths, Ames Shovels and Spades, Colling’

Axes, &c, at McLEOD & STEELE'S.

g |.adies’, Misses’ and children's BOOTS and
, SHUES, Congress Gaiters, and Slippers, very hand-

some and cheap, at McLEOD & STEELE'S.

pen. Gents’ aud Youths' Caps and Straw Hats,
very-low, at McLEUOD & STEELE'S.
Linen and cotton Sheeting, Pillow-case Linen,
&e. very low, nt McLEOD & STEELE'S.
May 14, 1866
J. To BUT"ER.
Watchmaker & Jewcler,
CHARLOTTE, N. C,
Reepectfally informs the citizens of Charlotte !\l"!d
surrounding country that he has opened a ?hq;a in
tlie store ocenpied by C. M. Query, next to Springs’

| weeks each ;
| 1866, and the other the 15th February, 1867.

<oraer, where he will gzive prompt attention to re-

pairing Watches, Clocks, Jewelry, &c.
Watch-glasses and materials in general at whole-

sale and retail.
May 22, 18635 tf

'i;he 'é;)uthérn ﬁ;_p?e;s' Eﬁtﬁ_l)anY-

For the transportation of merchandise, valuable |

prckages, specie, bank notes, bonds, &e, for all parts
of the South and Southwest, in connection with
ADAMS EXPRESS COMPANY,

fiave establishied their ageney at 59 BROADWAY, |

NEW YORK, where ortlers to call fur goods to be
forwarded South will receive prompt attention.
Merchandise and valuables delivered to Harnden's,
Kinsley's, American and United Starez Express Com-
pn_nivs, for the Southern Express Company, will re-
ceive prompt dispatch,
For particulars, rates of freight, &e. &c, apply at

the office of the Southern Express Company, 59'

Broadway. H. B. PLANT,

Dee 18, 1865, President.
Talloring.
JOHN VOGEL, a
PRACTICAL TAILOR,

Respectfully informs the citizens of Charlotte and

VALUABL

=== — _
E REAL ESTATE

For Sale.

My farm containing 175 acres, lying two miles
east from Charlotte, on the Lawyer's Road, in a
About one half of this tract is
wood-land. The improvementa consist 6f a double,
Log-Cabin, Barn, &c.,a Well of excellent water,
and an orchard of selected fruit on the premises,
Posession given 1st January, 1867, and permission
given to sow small grain this Fall.

Also, & small brick Dwelling House in Charlotte
containing 5 rooms, located mear the Depot and
convenienl to business.

Also a large brick two story Store room at David-
son College, 110 by 30 feet,—handsomely finished
and centrally Jocated, with a counting reom and
cellar atpached, and & small frame Dwelling House
and Well of water on the premises. ' -

Auny.or all of these propertics will be sold on
lerms 10 suit the {imes, and must be sold.

JAS. H. CARSON.

July 23, 1868. tf

CHARLOTTE FEMALE INSTITUTE,
CHARLOTTE, N. C.
The next session commences on the 15t of October,
1866, and continues until 30th June, 1867.
The sessiou is divided into two Terms of Twenty
the one commencing the 1st Uctober,

Erpense per Term of Twenty weeks :
Board, inclading every expense, except
washing, $105 00
Tuition in Collegiate Depa 25 00
= Primur: . 20 00
Masic, Modern Languages, Drawing and Painting
tanght by competent and thorough I[nstructors at
usual prices.
Por circular and catalougue containing full par-
ticulars, address
REV. R. BURWELL & SON, Principals, |
July 9, 18866, Charlotte, N. C.
- CATAWBA FLOUKING MILLS.
The undersigned bas put his Millz in first rate
grinding order, and is prepared to make Flour of
superior quality. There are three pair of runners—
two for whent and one for corn, and will grind from
150 to 200 bushels of grain ic 24 hoars. “The old
patrons of the Mill know that justice has always
been done them, and the undersigned solicits a con-
tinuation of their customm as well as that of new
ones. e iz grateful for the jiberal putronage here-
tofore extended to his Milis.

riment
i

. W. H. NEEL.
July 23, 1866 pd

n o A Al
CONCORD FEMALE COLLEGE.
The next Session will commeace on the first Mon-
day of September, and will close on the 21st of De-
cember. The expense of Tuition and Doard with
washing included, will be from £90 to $100. Par-|
tial advance payments will be expected. All need-
ful indulgence. however, will be given our patrons.
Let no good and punctual parent hesitate to send
his davghter because he cannot raise the money to
pay in advance. Each pupil will furnish lher own
lights and towels, and also a pair of sheets and
pillow eases. Extra charges will be made for Masic,
French, Latin and Drawing. Address,
J. M. M. CALDWELL,
Statesville, N. C-

July 16, 1866

'Gemline l)urha_m-
SMOEKING TOBACCO.

The underzigned iz the sole proprietor of the
above named article, being the successor of the
original manufacturer.

Having obfained letters patent for said article,
he hereby warns uil persons against manufacturing
or attempting to manufacture said article,

All venders of the “Genunine Darham Swmokiog
Tobacco,” must obtain it from me directly or from
my authorized agents.

The following are my sole authorized Agents at
present. Others will be added : - 8

Stenhonse & Macuaulay, Charlotte; W D Smith,
Fayetteville: Walker, Farrar & Co, Newbern ;
Northrop & Cummings, Wilmington : H D Teel, Tar-
boro; J EE Venable, Petersburg; Ashton & Emerson,
Portsmouth, Va; Adolph Berry, 172 West Pratt St,,
Baltimgre; March, Price & Co., 91 Walter Si., New
York. J. R. GREEN,

Durbam®, Orange co, N. C., June 25,1866 _3m

g&5 Stenhouse & Macanlay, Agents at Charlotte.

ATTENTION
People of Charlotte and sur-
rounding country !

SELLING OFF BELOW N. Y. COST.

NO HUMBUG—NO HUMBUG!!

A 830,000 Stock of Gouds must all be suld
in three months.

The citizens of Charlotte and surrounding coun- ]
try will do well to call at II. E. MORSE’S belore
purchasing elsewhere, as they will save from 25 to
50 pasr cent by so doing. )

Merchunts from the city and country will do well
1o give me a call, az 1 will sell them Goods cheaper
than the cheapest. [ have on hand a large and
well sclected stock of

Dry Goods, Clothing, Millinery,

Ladies’, Gents’, Misses’ and children's Boots and
Shoes, & large assoriment, all gizes; Calicoes
of every variety ; Hats and Caps; Confectioneries
Crockery: Truuks; Valises; a large stock of Notions,
and many other articles too tedious to meunlion.
p= Don't forget the place—at Dr. Pritchard’s

old stand, opposite the Court House,
H. E. MORSE.

ALSO, for sale a fine, spacious RESIDENCE,
with good Garden and out-houses attached.
H. E. MORSE.
June 25, 1865 3m

JUST RECEIVED.

Some No. 1 Mackerel; lurge and fine Sacks Liver-
pool Sali; 500 bushels superier Corn.

A lot of North Carolina Shoes, made at Thomas-
ville, Ladies’ aud Gentlemen’s.

A lot of superior Shoes from Philadelphia.

Seme beautiful Summer Prints; Bleached and

| Brown Domestice; Bleached Coticn Diaper; Bed

Ticking. Fine Napkins, ’
June 25, 1866

H. B. WILLIAMS.

ALFRED MARTIN,

(Surviving pariner of late firm of Rankin & Martin,)
General Commission Merchant,
WILMINGTON, N. C.

Personal and prompt attention given to the pur-
chase and sale of all descripticns ol Produce, and to
the recciving and forwarding of Goods. Charges
‘ for the saure as reasonable as those of any otber
| regular pusiness house in the cily._

He has ample Warechouse and Wharf room, and

sarrounding country, that he is prepared to manu- | an experieace of thirty years in the boginess, and
facture gentlemen’s clothing in the latest siyle and

al short notice.

therefore feels confident of being able to give entire

His best exertions will be given to = satisfuction to, all who may faver him with theit

ender satisfaction to those who patronize him. | patronage.

Shop opposite Kerr's Hotel, next door to Brown & F

Stitt’s store.
Jaauary 1, 1866,

Rererexces—T W Dewey, John A Young, ML
Wriston, Jéhn Wilkes and Wm J Yates, Charlotte.
June 25, 1566 im

'Chr Western Bemocrat.

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

AN ADDRESS
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES,

Having met ia Convention at the city of
Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvanisa, this
15th day of August, 1866, as the representa-
tives of the people in all sections, aund all the
States and Territories of the Union, to consult
upon the condition aod the wants of the ecom-
won ebuntry, we address to you this declaration
of our principles and of the political purposes.
wo seek to promote.

Since the meeting of the last National Con-
ventiun, in 1860, events bavé occurred whigh |

e

' bave changed the oharacter &f our internal

politics and given the United States a new
place among the npations of the earth. Our
Government has passed through the vicissitudes
and the perils of civil war—a war which, though
maioly seetional 10 its characfer, has neverthe-
less decided political differenges that, from the
very begiooing of the Government, had threat-
ened the unity of our natiouval existence, and
bas left its impress deep and ineffaccable upon
all the isterests, sentiments and the destiny of
the Republic. While it has ivflicted opon the
whole conntry severe losses in life and in pro-
perty, snd has imposed burdens whiech must
weigh on its resources for geunerations to come,
it hus developed a degree ol national courage in
the presence of natienal dangers, a capacity for
wilitary organization acd achievement, and a
devotion on the part of the people to the form
of government which they have ordained, and
to the priuciples of liberty which that Govern-
ment was designed to promote, which must con-
firm the coufidence of the pation in the perpe-
tuity of its republican institutions and comwand
the respect of the ecivilized world. Like all
great contests which rouse the passions and test
the eodurance of nations, this war has given
new scope to the ambition of political parties,
and Iresh impulse to plans of innovation and
reform. Auwidst the chaos of conflicting senti-
meants inseparable from such an era, while the
public heart is keenly alive to all the passions
that can sway the public judgwent and afect
the public actions; while the wounds of war are
still fresh and bleeding on either side, and fears
for the future take unjust proportions frow the
memories and resentments of the past, it isa
difficult but imperative duty which, on your be-
balf, we who are here assembled have under-
taken to perform. - '

For the first time after six leng years of
alicoution aod of conflict we have cume togeth-
er, from every State and every section -of eur
land, as citizens of a eomwon couvtry, under
that flag, the symbol again of a common glory,
to consult together how begt to cemcnt and per-
petuate that Union whicll i3 again the object of
our ecommon love, and thus secure the blessings
of liberty to oursclves and our posterity. .

In the first place we invuke you to remem-
ber always and everywhere that the war is end-
ed, aud the nation is again at peace: ‘1heshock
of contending arms no longer assails the shud-
dering heart of the republic. The insurrection
against the supreme anthority of the pation has
beensuppressed,and thatauthority has been again
ackuowledged by word and act in every State
and by every ecitizen within its jurisdiction.
We are no longer required or permitted to re-
gard or treat each qther as enemies. Not only
have the acts of war been discontinued and the
weapons of war laid aside, but the state of war
no longer exists; and the sentiments, the pas-
sions, the relations of war have no loonger lawful
or rightful place anywkere throughout our broad
domain. We are again people of the. United
States—fellow-citizens of one country, bound
by the duties and obligations of a ¢common pa-
triotism, and baving vpeither'rights nor interests
apart from a common destiny. The duties that
devulve upon us now are again the duties of
peace, and vo longer the duties of war. = We
bave assembled here to take counsel concerning
the interests of peace; to decide how we may
wost wisely and effectually heal the wounds the
war has wade, and perfect and perpetuate the
blessings it has secured and the blessings which,
under a wise and benign Providence, bave
sprung up in its fiery track. This is the work
not of passion, but of calm and sober judgment,
vot of resentment for past offences, proivnged
beyord the lingits which justice and reasou pre-
scribe, but of a liberal statesmanship which
tdlerates what it cannot prevent and builds its
plaus and its hopes for the future rather upon
& community of interest and ambition than up-
on distrust and the weapons of force. la the
next plaee, we call upon yeu to recognize, In
their full significance, aud to aceept with all |
their legitimste consequences, the poiitical_re- '
sults-of the war just closed. Iu the mest 1m-
portant particular, the victory achieved by the
vational government has been final und decisive.
First, it has established, peyond all countroversy,
aud by the bighest of all human sasetions, the
absolute supremacy of the national goveroment,
as defined and limited by the coustitatiea of
sbe United States, and the permanent integrity
and indissolubility of the KFederal Union as a
pccessary consequence. And second, it has put
an end, finally and forever, to the existenee of
slavery upon the soil or within the jurisdietion
of the United States. Both these poiuts became
diréetly involved ia the contest, and coutruver-
sy upon both was ended absolutely and Hually
by the result.  In the third place, we dedm it
of the utmost importance that the rea_l charse-
ter of the war, aud the vielory by which 1t was
 elosed, should be accurately understood.  The

b

| ity and in defenec of its own existence, both of
which were wensaced by the insurrection which
' it sought to suppress. The sujpression of that
insurrection accomplished that resulé.
government of the United States _maluulnld by
force of arms the supreme ;ulbo::‘{ over all the
territory aod over all the States and people with-

i

iu ite jurisdiction, which the comstitution cou-
feis upon it. But it acquired thercby no new
| power; o enlarged jurisdietion; no rights ejth-

F

‘choosing their own rulers. until they shall com-

‘eluded arc in rebellion against the government,

| are one and all.in an attitade of loyalty togards

 fieation or restriotion-—not .confioed to States in |

war was carried oo by the government of the
United State in maintecance of its own sutbor- |

The

er of territorial postession or of civil authority,
which it did not possess before the rebellion
broke out. All the rightfal power it can over
Ppossess is that which is conferred upon it, either
8 express terms, or by facis and necessdry im- |
gﬁ«tion, by the coumstitation of the United |

"It "was that power and that authority which
thé rebellion sought to overthrow, und the vie-
tory of the federal army was simply the defeat
of that attempt. The government of the United
States acted throughout the war on the defen-
sive. It sought only to hold possession of what |
was already its own.  Neither the war, nor the
victory by whieh it was closed, changed in.any
way, the Covstitution of the United States.
The war was carried on by virtue of its provis-
ions and under the limitations whieh they pre-
seribe, and the result of the war did not cither
enlarge, abridge, or in any way change or affeet
the powers it confers upon the federal govern-
ment, or release thut government from the re-
strictions which it has imposed. The Consti-
tution of the United States is to-day precisely
es it was before the war, “the supreme law of
the land, angthicg in the Counstitution or laws
of any State to the contrary notwithstanding.”
And to-day, also, precisely as before the war,
“all powers not conferred by the Constitution
upon the general government, nor prohibited
by it to the States, is reserved to - the several
States or to the people thereof.”

Thie position is vindicated not only by the
esseotial nature of our goveroment, and the lan-
guage and spirit of the constitution, but by all
the acts aad the language of our government in
all its departments and at all times. From the
outbreak of the rebellion to its final overthrow,
in every message and proclamation of the Ex-
ecutive, -it was explieitly declared that the sole
ohjeet and purpose of the war was to maiotain
the authority of the Constitution, and preserve
the integrity of the Usion. And Congress
wore than ance reiterated this solemn daclara-
tion, and added the assvrance that whenever
this object should be attained the war should
cease, and all the States should retain their equal
rights and dignity unimpaired. Itis only since
the war was clpsed that other rights have been
asserted on behalf of one department of the
general governwent. It has been proclaimed
by Congress that 40 addition to the powers con-
ferred upon it by the Constitution, the Federal
government may now claim over the States, the
territory and the people involved in the insur-
rection, the right of conquegs and of confiscation;
the right to abrogate all existing governments,
institutione and laws, and to subject the territo-
ry conquered and its inhabitants to such laws,
regulations and deprivations as the legislative
departments of the government may see fit to
impose,

- Under this broad and sweeping claim, that
clanse of the constitution which provides that
“no State shall, without its consent, be de-
prived of its equal suffrage in the Senate of the
United States” has been anpulled, and ten
States have been refused and are still refused
representation altogether, in both branches of
the Federal *Congress; and the Congress, in
which only a part of the Srates and of the people
of the Union are represented, has asserted the
right thus to exclude the rest from representa-
tion and all share in muking their own laws, or

ply with such conditions and perform such acts
as this Congress, thus composed, may itself pre-
scribe. That right hes not only been asserted,
but it bus been exercjsed, and is practically en-
forced at the present time. Nor,doeg it find any
support in the theory that the Rtates thus ex-

and therefore precluded from sharing its au-
thority. They are vot thus in rebellion. They

the government and of sworn allegiance to the
coonstitution of the United States 1a none of
them is there the slightest, indication of resist-
ance to this authority, or the slightest protest
against its just snd binding ebligation. This
condition of renewed loyalty has been officinlly
recognized by solemn proelamation of the Ex-
ecutive Department; fhe laws of the United
States have been extended by Congress over all
these States and the .people thercof; Federal
courts bave been re-opened and Federal. taxes
imposed and levied; and, in every respeet, ex-
cept that they are denied representation in Con-
gress and the electoral college, the States once
in revellion are now recogonized as holding the
same position, as owing the same obligations and
subject to the same duties as she other States of
our common Ugioa. :

. It seems to us, in the exercise of the ealmest
and mest candid judgment we can bring to the
snbject, that suca a clatm, so enforced, involves
as fatal an overthrow of the authority of the
Constitution, and as complete a destruction of
the government and Ulnion, as that which was
sought tc be effected by the States and people
in armed insurrection against them both. It
cannot escape observation that the power thus
asserted to exclude certain States from represen-
tation is made te rest wholly on the will ll‘l-d_
diseretion of the Congress that asserts it. It is
not made to depend upon any specified condi-

Western or of Southern interests, or of both
combived, may exelude the Northern 6r the'
Kastern States from the next. |

Improbable as such usurpations may seem, |
the establishment of the privciple pow asserted |
aod acted upon by Congress will render them by |
no means impossible. The charaster, indeed the |
very existeace of Congress and the Union is
thus wade dependent solely and entirely upon
the party sud sectional exigencies and forbear-
anoces of the hoar. -

We need not stop to show that such actiow
not only finds no warrant in the Constitution,
but is at war with every principle ‘of our Gov-
ernment, and with the very existence of free
institeicoa, It is, indeed; the identical prac-
tice which has rendered fruitless all' attempts
bitherto to establish and wmaintain free govern-
mentin Mexico and the States of South America.

Party necessities assert chemselves as superior
te the fuindamental law, which is set aside in
reckless obedience to their behests. Stability,
whether in the exercise of power; in the ad-
ministration of Government, or in the enjoy-
ment of rights, becomes impossible—and the |
conflicts of party, which, under Constitutional |
Governments, are the conditions and means of
political progress, are merged in the conflicts of
arms, to which they directly and inevitably
tend. .

It was against this peril, so conspicuous and
so fatal to all free Governments, that our Con-
stitution was intended especially te provide.—
Not only the stability, but the very existence of
the Government is made, by s provisions, to
depend upon the right and the fact of represen-
tation. The Congress, upon which is conferred
the legislative power of the National Govern-
weunt, consists of two branches, the Sendte and
House of Representatives, whose joint coneur-
rence or assent is essential to the wvalidity of
any law.. Of these, “the House of Representa-
tives-—says the Coostitution, article 1, seetion
2—-+'shall be composed of members ehosen every
sccond year by the people of the several States.”
Not only is the right of representation thus re-
cognized as possessed by all the States, and by
every State without restriction, qualification or
condition of any kind, but the duty of choosing
representatives is imposed upon the people of
each and every State alike, without gslinction,
or the authority to make distinetion among
them, for any reason or upon any grounds what-
ever. Aund, in the Senate—so careful is the
(Constitution to secure to every State this right
of represenfation—it is expressly provided that
“No Statgshall, without its conseqt, be deprived
of its equal suffrage” in that body, even by an
amendment of the Constitution itself.

When, therefore, any State i3 excladed *from
such representation, not only is a right of the
Yrare dénicd, but tho constitu tional integrity of
the Senate is impaired, and the validity of the
government itself is brought in question. DBat
Congress, at the present moment, thus excludes
from representation in both brauches of Con-
grees ten States ol the Union, denying them all|
share in the enactment of laws by which they
are to be governed, and all participation in the
election of the rulers by which those laws are to
be enforced. In other words, a Congress in
which only twenty-six States sare represented,
seserts the right to govern, absolutely, and in its
own diserction, all the thirty.six States which
compose the Union; to make their laws and
choose their rulers, and to exclude the ether
ten from all share in their own government un-
til it sees flt to-admit them therero. What is
there to distingush the power thus asserted and
exercised from the wost absolute and intolera-
Yble tyranny? Nor do these extravagant and
anjust claims on the part of Congress to powers
and authority never conferred upon the govern-%
ment by the constitution, find any warrant io
the argnments or exeuscs arged on their bebalf.
It is alleged:

First—That these States, by the act of rebel-
lion, and by veluctarily withdrawiog their mem
bers from Congress, forfeited their right of4
representation, and that they can only receive
it again st the hands of the supreme legislative
authority of the goveroment on its own terms
and its own discretion. If representation in
Congress and participation ip the gzovernment
were simply privileges conferred and held by
favor, this state:nent might have the merit of
plausibility—but representation is, under the
constitution, not only expressly recognized as
a right, but it is imposed as a duty, and it is
essential, in both aspects, to the existence of
the government and to the maintenance of s
authority. In free governments fundamental
and essential rights cannot be forfeited, exeept
against individuals, by due process of law.  Nor
can constitutional daties and obligations be
discarded or laid aside. The enjoyment of
rights may be for a time suspended by the fail-
ure to claim them, and duties may be evaded
by the refusal to perform them.

The witbdrawal of their members from Con-
gress by the States which resisted the gemeral
government was among their acts of insursec-
tion—was one of the means and agencies by
which they sought to impair the authority and
defeat the action of the goverameut. Awnd that
act was committed, add rendered void when the
insurrection itself was suppressed. Neither the

|
|

]

tion, or ciscumstanees, nor to be subject to avy
rules or regulstions whatever. The right ss-|
serted and exercised is absolute, without quali- |

rebellion nor to States that have rebelled—it is |
' the right of any Congress, in formal possession
-of the legisiative authority, to exclude any State
| or States, and suy portion of the people thereof,
|at any time, from representation in Conygress
'and o the electoral college, at its own disere-
" tion, and until they shall perform such acts and |
comply with such conditions as it may dietate.

Obviously the reasows for such exclusion,
beiog wholly withia the discretion of Congress,

right of representation nor the duty to be repre-

sented was in the least impaired by the fact of

iosurrection. Bat it may have been that by
resson of the insurrection the eonditions on
which the enjoyment of that right-and the per-
formanee of that duty for the time depended
could not be fulfilled.

This was in fact the case. An iosurgent |

| power, in the exercise of usurpation aod uslaw- |

ful authority in the territory under its eontrol,

and laws of the United States which is made by

.may change as the Congrass itself shall change.
Ooe Congress may exclude a State from all
share in the government for one reason; and,
that resson removed, the nexs Congress may

exclade it for another, One State may be ex-

“cluded on ome ground tg-day, and snother may
be excluded on the oppesite ground to-morrow.
Nortaern ascendancy may egclade Southern
States from one Congress. The a.wendnc’ of

| representation in its government. No man
. within the insurgent States was allowed to take
the oath to support the conmstitution of the Uni-
 ted States, and, as a pecessary nee, 0o
man gould lawfully represent those States in' the
| conneils of the Union.
|  Bat this was only an obstacle to the enjoy-
| ment of the right and to the discharge of a duty.
"It did mot annal the one nor abrogate the other,

5

| take effect.

had probibited that allegiance to the eonstitution |

that fundamental law the essential eondition off

4
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and if ceased to exist when the usurpation by
which it was created had been overthrown, aad
the States had again resumed their allegisncegyte .,
the constitutign and laws of the United States
Second—But it is asserted, in support of the -
authorisy elaimed by the now in
session of power, that it flows directly from the

laws of war; that it is the rights which
victorious war always eon wpon the con-
querors, and which the conqueror may exercise

or waive, in his, own disoretion. To this we re-
ply that the laws in Question relate solely, so
far as the rights they confer are conocerned, to
wars waged between alien and indepeadent pa-
tions, and cea have no place or foroe in this re-
gard in & wor waged Y & governmest to
press su ins of its own le, upon
own soil, against its authority. If we bad esr-
ried on suecessful war against any foreign sa-
tion, we-might thereby have scquired ion
and jurisdiestion of their soil, with she right to
enforce our laws upon their ple, and to im-
pose upon them such faws .nn’m obligations
as we might &hoose. But we had before the
war complete jurisdictlon over the soil of the
Southerg States, limited only by our own con-
stitution.  Our laws were the only national laws °
in force upon it; the government of the United
Statcs was the only government through which
those States and their people bad relations with
foreign rations, snd its flag was the only flag
by which the{ were recegnized or known any-
where on the face of the earth. In all these re-
spects and in all other respeets involving na-
tional intereet and rights, our possession was
perfect and complete. It did net néed to be
acquired, but only to be maintained, and victo-
rious war against the rebellion could do nothia
more than maiotain it—could ooly viodicate
re-establish the disputed supremacy of the con-
stitution. It could deither enlarge nor diminish
the authority whieh that constitution oconfers
upon the governmoent by which it was achieved.
Sach an enlargement or abridgment of consti-
tutional power can be effected only by the
amendment of the constitution itself, and such
amendment can be made only in the modes
which the constitution itself prescribes. The
claim that the suppression’ of an iesarreotion
against the government gives additiggal author-
ity and power to that government, espeoiall
that it enlarges the jurisdiction of Congress .J
gives that body the right to exclude States from
representation in the mational.councils, without
wilrich the nation itself caa have no suthority
and no existence, it seems to us is at variance
alike with the principles of the constitution and
with the publie safety. . )
Third—Bat it is alleged that in ceptain par-
ticalurs the constitution of the United States
faile to seoure that absolute justice and impartial
equality which the principles of our government
require. That it was in these respects the re-
sult of compromise and concessions, to which,
however negessary when the constitution wes
formed, we are no longer compelled to submit,
and that new, baving the , power, through sue-
cessful war, and just warrant for its exercise, in
the hostile conduct of the insurgent section, the
actual government of the United States may im-
pose its own eanditions and make the constita-
tion conform, in all its provisions, to its own
idcas of equality and the rights of man.
Congress, at its last session, proposed amend-
wents to the constitation, enr:rgiug io some
very important particulars the authority of . the
general governmeat over that of the several
States, and reducing by iodirect disfranchise-
ment the representative power of the States in

' which slavery formerly existed. Aud it is

claimed that these amendments may be made
valid as parts of the original constitution with-
out the coneurrence of the States to be most
seriously affected by thew, or may be im

upon those States by three-fourths~ of the re-
maining States as conditions of their re-admis-
sion to represcntotion in Coogress sod in the
electoral collzge.

It is the unquestionable right of the
of the United qStates te uultge such eh..l;:’?:
the constitution as they, upen due deliberation,
may cdeem expedient. Buat we insist that they
shall be made in the mode which the eonstitu-
tion itself points out, in conformity with the
letter and the spirit of that instrament, and with
the principles of “self-goverament and equal
rigitts which lie at the basis of oar republ
institutions. 'We deny the right of Congress to
wake these changes in the gl‘nnduunu'l law
without the concurrence of three-fourths of all
the States, including especially those to be mest
seriously affected by them, or to impose them
upop States for people, as conditions of re
sentation or of admissiea to any.of the rights,
duties or obligations which belong, wnder the
constitution, to all the Beates alike.

And with still greater ewplasis do we deny
the right of any portion of the States excludi
the rest of the Btites from any share in their
councils, or to propese or sanotion changes in the
constitution which sre to sffect ly
political relations and contrel or seerce the legis-
imste action of the several members of the com-
mon Union. Such an exercise of power is
simply & usurpation—just as unn arrantable when
exercised by Northern States as it. would be if
exercised by Southerd ; and not to be fortified
or palliated by anything in the past history
either of those by whom it is sttempted or of
those upon whose rights and liberties ifis to
It finds no warrant in the consti-
tution ; it is at war with the fundemental pria-
ciples of our form of government, and if tolerated
in one instanca, it ﬁm the for
future invasion of liberty snd eqastitutionsl
right, dependent sélely uwpon the will of the
party.in possession of power. and thus leads,
direct and -eou-‘-r:nnqm o the most fatal
aod intolerable o tyrsanies—the tyraonies
of sbifting and irrespocsible factions, [t is
againet this, :h:l:ou W all dangors
which mensce of
' that the Mitutﬂ‘{h UJ&:::?-
intended most carefully to provide. We demand

a striet and steadfast adherenee to :r'b-
. Lo this, and in this alone, can we find s basis of
- permapent unlon and peace.
! Fourth—Bat it is alleged, in justiication of

l [ Comtinued om 3:1 Page.)




