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:'I?Au WHICH WILL GIVE STRENGTH TO OUR HANDS AND RUBJECT ALL NATURE TO OUR USE AND PLEASURE.—DR. JOHNBSON.
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From the Carclina Watchman.
ADDRESS
On amending the State Constitution.
«The people bave a right to assemble together,
consult for the common good. te instruct their
j.-omulwn and to apply to the Legislature for

Tevances.”
cdross of !"“q Bill of Rights of N. Carolins.)

To yug FrErmEN 0F NoRTH-CAROLINA :
ipptly we live in a country where no a-
y 18 required for addremsing a free
upon subjects connected with their ',
. lisan office which any |
may assuma without just reproach or |
i consure. A recurrence (o the proceed.-
1of 8 meeting beld in Raleigh during
winter will exempt ue from the imputa.
) of vanity in addressing you, and ex-
fun the character in which we appear be-
vou. A large portion, we believe a
apnity, of the People of North.Carolina
re dimtisfied with the Constitution of thc
¥ They complain, we believe, with
justice, against evils proceeding from causes
tach the people alone can remedy, and
lersfore they bave through their repre.
wtatives, determined to call for an expres.
on of the public will upoa their conplaints.
v the 15th section of the “ Bill of Rights,”
e right of the people to instruct their re- |
sntatives is distinetly declared, and the |
riends of & reform of our State Constity.
o0, feel confident that & voluntary declara.
o of opinion by the Peatde * for or a. |
st @ change of the Constitutron,” will !
« received as instructions, aod must in-
wnce the General Asseinbly to accom.
wiste in sone way, the unhappy divisions
f the State, and provide a remcdy for the |
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| yet they compose but hille more than cue

governments (including wone but such as
are necessary) being about 80,000 dollars
per year and the State being divided into
84 Counties, the propartion of each county
in this cxpenditure is $1250. These sume
thirty-three Counties—this suling minority
—therefore do not contribute their own ex-
peusee to the governinent unless their tax-
o8 amount to $41,250! and how is the fact?
They pay no more than 24,000 dollars ! und
nearly one halt of them do not contribute

possible that this majority in a State shall |
oppress the minority of the people by taxa. |
ton. I two-thirds impose a burden of 100 |
dullars on the minority, it will be a tax on |
themselves at the sume tine of T'wo hun- |
dred dollars.  And u reform of our consti- |
tution must diminish the expenses of the |
government aud of necessity reduce the pub-
lic burdens of the people. !
We wish an intelligent people to mark |
. > these facts: that for 25 years, our Geoeral |
taxes sufficient to pay their own members | Assembly has cost 40,000 per year.—
of the Asscrably ! What? a mnjority of | Hers is an expenditure of one million, when |
two-thirds of the people taxed by onc-third | half the atnount might have becn saved j— |
to pay the minority for exercising this con- | that for 25 years to come, this expenditure |
trol? Incredible as it wight seem: to be— | must ugain be incurrcd ; und yet, a prudent
It is truc.  There are 40 counties in the | foresight will enable us to diminish it one. |
Btate which do not contain an average pop- | half; that the T'rcasurer of the State in his |
ulation, and more than 40 whose people do last annual report, states, ¢ that for many |
not pay taxes equal to their uverage share | vears, the ordivary public revenue of the |
of public necessary ur:ndilureu while they | State, has not been adequate to the purpose |
clect nearly two thirds of the General As- | of defraying the necessary expenses of the |
sembly ! One of the least counties in this | government, but this deficit has varied from |
State contains a white population of 2,700 | 12,000 to 17,000 Dollars per year; that
—the largest contains 17,600, and while the | the sources, which have supplied this def. :
former pays a tax of 600 dollars, the latier | ciency, have been fluctuating and tempora. |
w required to pay 2000 dollars! yet buth | ry in their nature, and of lute, ure nearly
thesc are alike represented.  Another Coun- | discontinued.”  What Statesman, what in- |
ty with a population of 3,300 and an aununl | telligent wan will say, that tlus can be pru- |
assessment of only 430 dollars, elects the |dently allowed, or sately continued in a
same number of represcotatives to our Gen- ;Sta\c’ But 1t lias been sllowed, and must
eral Assembly with a fourth county whose | be continued, unless the expenses of the
white population is 16,000 and whose taxes | Legislature, are decreased, or the taxes of
are 2,307 dollars annually.  Aud ancther the People increased. We may leave it
county with a white population little exceed- | for vou to determine which course is to be
wg 3,600 who pay no more than 300 dol- | preferred.  Unless the People shall do the
lars for taxes is allowed to seud the sume | one, their Represenntives, must do the
weight into cur councils with a sixth eoun- [other.  Policy may induce thew, to put
ty whose wlite population is 13,000 end ' this burden on the people, in some disguived
whose taves exceed 2000 dollars.  Coni- | form, and to conceal the application of their
paring these six counties togather what will | only remedy for the diseasc that hus been
be the result! Forty sir thcusand sir | hidden for wo many vears, but that iy must
hundred people who contribute a tax of | be imposed, is inevitable, except by a re-
6,600 dellars are allowed no larger share in | form of the Constitution. The neeessary
a free government than Nine thousand |cxpenses of a wise government, should be
members of the same commumnity, who pay | met by her ordinary rerenve. A people
a tax of only 1,800 dollars. The smallest | wha are properly vigilunt of their rights,
number and they who contribute least to | cannot pernit it to be otherwise. Assu.

| the support of our government are invested | ming that these *“ many years” include no

with all its powers.  There are in the State | more than 25; then what have been the
twelve countics whoss people pay a tax of | fruits of our thriftless policy? We have
85,400 collectively~the compensation of the | consumed over and besides the whole or-
represcutatives they elect, exceeds this | dinary revenue, $400,000, in the necessary
sum 1wore than 2000 dollars!  ‘These coun. |expenses of the government.  Had we a.
ties partake equally with others of all the | dopted this reforas 25 years ago, the funds
benefits of the government and they elect | of ur State I'reasury would now exceed
nearly one fifik of the General Asseinbly, (o million of dollars!  Defer it 23 years
Y longer, snd the end of that period will

tenth of the population and pay very httle | find the State yet more depressed than she
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wis of a most unequal and expensive gov- I

exceeding one thirteenth of the public ex.

neat.  Inorder to remove the objections |
{ wme, 1o defeat the pretgnces of many,
i operate as a recommendation to all, the
rocates of Reform have put forth for dis-
sswo, the changed® which are demanded. |
o s.lyect could claim that atientron |
uch its importance merits and no feelings
¥ nry anuncsity were mingled with ns
” leration, thero would be no difference
wnion.
Ev the present constitution, the People |
(ucn Cuunty oloct two members of the
use of Comin:
w0 Borouzh l:)?m are permitted to sond
W) o0e membar to the Gieneral Assemb!y.
ere each county of equal population and
¢ b people of cach, contribute a like to
fe sipport of government, this mudo of e.
ling the Assembly would be fuir and just.
e there any near approach to equahi.
of porulation and taxes n the several
ey, there would ot be so much room |

tor the  fundamentsl principles™ of all |
'8U8 hat onc-third of A community who

4r rightiully make lawn and execute them, |
“jose taxes and expensd them, for the oth- ‘
*t heothirds.  Yet smuch is the renl con.
hon of this State.  ‘I'hose whom 1t eflects
®ay choow to deny it. We confidently
ufirm the fact and chatlenge themn to a fair, |
minly, and caudid investigation of the sub
¥t Wo may do no more than invite a |
artful examination of the lnst censes and |
0 hotiest perusal of the Revenue hist made
st the 'I‘rr--ur) of the Sinte, and in
¥ tself, may be defied after this, 10
Ince even a plausible appearance of e-
YRty o our Representation.  The white
opulation of the State nlone heing taken
"’l hasia of caleulation, one.third govern
e tax tvothirds.  Assuine the Land tar
= I) basia and it will bring us to the mame
'_‘M. Take for a basis the public tarcs
y. ali kindx and the conclusion is not more
:"':m-l»le o our prescut system.  Let all
“m“)lnf thewr be combined and it will
wv-»[‘ PO our county representation the
it “:narku of wequality and injustice.
¢! wle white population of the State 1o
Fout - 472,000, Thirty-three  Counties
A 136,000 and the other thirty -one
fties contain 316,000, and yet these
"“ Yiuree Connties puy annunll)' n land
oo O 3,000 dollars only, while they exnct
o ;:«::le- 'lllhvr' Ih'lv\l)'-un(‘ u sinilar tax of
. dollnrs Fhieme eame thirty-three
pomes—thia ruling  minority —poy  for

|d

nses ! They pay 5000 and cost 15,000
oilars. These thiugs ore so. But is it
just—Is it equal? Is it republican that
they should continue?  Must they bo en-

lured farever with no better reason for i,

ithan that they are evils which a patient
| prople have already submtied to for many ers, than by 199!
years!
versed and shall usurpation establish right? | divided to be felt properly, and the honor of

Are the maxims of freedom re-

——!ung usage Jusnfy oppression !

The interest of the whole State requires |
and one Senator—aund | and her recessites demand reform i our

Legislature.

The Genernl Assembly 1w bound by our
present constitution to mect annually.—
W hen the constitution was rathed the Stute
was divided 1nto 36 countics aund the Gene.
ral Assembly was composed of no wore
than 115 members, but the numiber of coun-
ties 15 now jucreased to 64 nud the mein-
bers o the Asseanbly 10 199, “T'he annual

¢ Just complaint.—Surely a decent res- | expense of the Assembly alone is now 40, x

000 and this sum fulls very httle shaort of

once cost the PPeople. By the proposed a-

Y no more than one-third of the taxes, | mendmeunts to the constitution it is sugges. |

ted that the asseinbly shall uat be required
to meet oftenier than once in firo years, und
that their number shall be reduced from
199 1o 127,

1t the early period of cur independence,
before the States of America had furmed
ther ** more pertect Union”—.before the peo-
ple had become setiled mto habats of selfl-
government, the anmual meeting of the Le.
glature was both wise and necessary ; but
hoour l: vt 18 & most lll.‘""("‘“nf.\' lax U‘)-
on the |:ul:!n, and a serious obstacle to
wholesome permanent legislation ; for the
people are barely informed of the acts of
one Assembly before the succeeding law-
wakers have repealed or modified them.—
The reform that is here proposed will di-

25,000 daollars apnually.

on
85,

A clear saving of
000 dollars per year is equal to a re-

minish the expenses of the State more than |

duction of the taxes onethird, and yet sone |

is.  We are not complaming of extravagant
compensation to our public officers; they
are faithful woerkmen, “worthy of their
hire.® The true evil is that the laborers
of the vineyard are too many—the work of |
tho people way be better done, and aiuch
| more economically performed by 127 labor-
The responsibilities of
Legislatures for this State, are too much

C

| successful public exertion is unwisely di-
minished by u partition among 169.  Whe
! has not heard complaints, that our lawsare
| luctnating, that our General Assembly sets
tuo long, and our public expenses are in-
creased?  These evils exist, und have been
falsely attributed to a want of virtue iu the
| pec ,‘!L of the preseut generation, and a de-
feet of talent among those who serve them. |
We have no hesitation, in saying that they
will be removed by diumshiog the number
of representatives, estublishiug a fair ba-
sis of equal representation, and making the
ssemblics less frequert.

|
t

iar governments will not allow us to | what the whale gavernment of the State | In the 32d Article of our Constitution,

i there is an odious

RestricTiON UPON CONSCIENCE.

By excluding from public trust, all per.
sons who deny the protestant faith. We
are protestants, and therefore we can have
no personal interest in the abrogation of
{ this restriction.  But will it be expected of
us at this day to offer arguments in fuvor of
religicus toleration, we hope aud believe
not.

It is a disgrace to any freo people, to
tyrannize over the consciences of others.—
It 1s gross oppression, and an undeserved
imputation against the patriotism and pub-
lic virtues of the Catholics of North-Caro-
| lina, to preserve any longer, this badge of
| our father'’s prejudices.  The article itself
1% in conflict with our Bill of Rights, when
it declares *That all men have a natural
| and unalienable right, to worship Alinighty

Guod, eccording to the dictates of their
i own consciences.”
The friends of reform, lLiere aleo propos-
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come, the satne exhausting operation, must
be experienced, and yet endured? s it no
practical evil that a majority of the People
are disuffected towards the Constitution—
that they are complaining, and will contin-
ue to oppose a systemn, which is ruinous to
the whole state, and obliges two-thirds of
the people to submit to a taxation imposed
by onc.third? ls it no practizal evil that
those taxes are and must continue to be ex-
pended, not for the common good, but
mostly in paying the delegates of a minori-
ty for exercising this control over the rights
and property of a majority? If indeed,
thesc are not practical evils, it will be difli-
cult to find them in any free government.
They are those evils which have mainly
contributed towards keeping us back in de-
veloping the internal resources of the state,
and shall we put forth no efforts to cure
them? They are those evils which have
destroyed the harmony of the state, and if

popularity among the members of the As-
sembly. We do not affirm that it is al-
ways 80, but it has that tendency ; for he
must be more or Icss than a patriot, who is
not afraid to incur public disgrace. ls the
office of Governor, oftener coveted for its
own honor’s sake or as a stepping stone to
other stations of preferment, in the gift of
the Legislature? Does it comport with
the dignity of the office, that the incumbent
shall be forced to win it by personal elec-
tioneering, among the members of Assem-
bly? Our fathers have wisely thought,
that the ¢ executive and legislative depart.
ments of the government, should be kept
separate aod distinct,” and what evil can a-
rise, from not chserving this fundamental
principle, that has not been felt in our own
State? Moreover, the time of the Legis.
lature is unnccessarily consumed, in can-
vassing for the oftice, and the harmony of
our councils is disturbed by the frequency
of this contest. And why may not the |not remedied by liberal concessions of pow-
People elect their own Governor? He is |l er to the just demands of right, must proba-
their servant, and should be directly ac- | bly, rend the peace of North Carolinn.
countable to them for the faithful execution | And will not moderate men, in all secticns,

|of his trust. They have nut clothed him | come forward in a spirit of amity and con-

with patronage, that he can use to corrupt ! ciliation, and help to remove them? They
their elections—they bave not invested him | are evils similar to those which induced our
with power, the independent discharge of  sister states to revise and reform their Coun-
which can be, in any way, incompatible, ' stitution, and do we find that we are more
with their right to pass upon his course. | happy, more prosperous, more free than
In obedience to the real or supposed |they ure? Alas!itis but too melancholy
wishies of the people, they have been allow- | a truth, and but too evident to the scnses of
ed to assume the right of electing their ius all, that we ARE NoT.
Sheriffls und Clerks, and why qhguld‘ they | "They are evils which a MAJORITY of the
be r;fus'::d lh;s;wer to elect lll:n' (J_over- !PE“,LE have a RIGHT (o REMOVE.
;}::" Ko ¥ HEggom e ansiguel | Todeny this right is to argue against the
1t is further proposed, TO AROLISH | ¥ery foundation and principle of all populax

1G PRESENTATION | governments. It is retained in the front
BOROUGH REPRESENTATION. | &k of our own Declaration of Rights,

This privilege is no blessing, but rather | 459 in that of every other State in the Un.
4 curse to the towns which possess it, or to ! jon, that in the concerns of this life all pow-
most of them. It is a public burden, from | ¢f and sovereignty reside in the People.—
which the people derive no corresponding | Tj,ey can alter their government when they
benefit.  And it is grossly unjust that a | jeage, whenever indeed the happiness and
hundred people, becuuse of the circumstance, | prosperity of the larger nurnber imperious-
that they reside within the bounds of a zil- ly demand a change. Herein they are the
lage, should be permitted to send a Repre-  cie rylers and sole judges. No limit has
sentative (o the Assembly, who may oul- | peen set to their authority but that which
vote the organ of thousands residing in the ),0 Almighty has imposed, that they ehall
country. Commercial cities may have a | exercise it io Justice and Equity. This
population, that would, when taken m con- | 5y be denounced—Dbut it is the doctrine of
nexion with their peculiar interest, justfy | frec American Institutions. 1t is the doc-
this exclusive right.  But in some of the | irine of the Revolution—It is the Repub-
Borough towns there are not many more | jican doctrine of this country. W henever
than 100 roters, and as they enjoy 0o com- | 1he People shall consent to repudiate it they
merce, they canuot lay auy claiw 10 its pe- | wijl cast away the great check they have
 culiar rights. ! retained agaiust the usurpation of their ru.
. Experience has demonstrated that some | jers,  Let us not be misunderstood or mis-
mode of AMENDING THE CONSTI- oprecented. Whilst we earnestly main.
TUTION, should be pointed out by the 18- | 1aiq this * fundamental principle,” we hearti-
strument itself. 'ly deprecate licentiousness, we would rath.
Al will agree that this should be made :e'r invoke a speedy co-operation of all par-
certain, and economical, and few will dis- | tics in our beloved State to settle the causes
sent from the propriety of so modelling it, of agitation which slone can produce it,
that while it does not invite a spirit of in- | but which are now too justifiable to be con-
novation it may not exclude the hope of | temned, and too potent to be harmless.—
Reform.  Such considerations recommend | And why may it not be hoped for? We
the amendment that has been proposed, viz. profess to venerate the fathers of the Revo.
that amendments to the Couostitution shall | [ution and the principles that they estab-
first be sauctioned by two thirds of both jished, and shall that great leading princi-
houses of the General Assembly, and sub- | ple of the Revolution that ¢ representation
sequently ratitied by a tnajority of the Peo- | and 1axation shall go together,” be excluded
le.  Other States have adopted it, and it | from the charter of our own government’
has been found to be, ueither mischievious | W have demanded of Congress an abandon-
uor defective. ment of the Protective tariff system, because
While few men, FeLLow-CiTizss, can | it infringes the great principles of pohtical
be found who have the temerity to deny |Justice, and shall we be deafﬂ to the c_z\lls of
that our representation is unequal, and tho |a mujority of our people for Justice ct
legislation of the State extravagant and un- "liqrr;t.' \.\'e'lrliump:ed tt:ltlthe adl\tance;‘n}:;r;l
wholesome, yet, some will seek a retreat | of frec principles when the question ol mie-
beliind the position, that it is impossible to | form in the English parliament—of'a nfo.:m
arrive ot perfection in any government. of the unequal representation of the people,
This is a position, that we donotdeny. It | was sanctioned and sustained by the KING
is true, of the exertions of human creatures | of Englaud against his House of Lords;
| in their lives, as well as their governinents, ;and\pa|1hn(tlexxw;arwd l;:‘ ;‘I"“e’d ;"’I”;;,’I'"“‘;“’"
that they cannot attain periection. But|irn North-Caroling ent When Ire-
shall this prevent them froxln cotning asuear | lan;i‘ h:d :'on a parl]ialr restgdl'glll:;nr:;:zr
to it as they can? It may very satisfuc- | rights by the removal of an odio -
torily account for the gross inequality in | tion upon her Cutholic people, we witnes.
the government, which has arisen from a | sed a flow of gencrous Z"“m’.““‘:;‘ l'mlml:h?
change of circumstances l:m it could n'z‘al 1 hcar(: of )onl_x{‘(;grg!;;g:en:c;n‘:l‘c\l\‘ll“; ::\
be certainly foreseen; it does excuse the |turn from us with ) -
linfliction of this injury upon the rights | mind them that the same hated ty n.]."“:v
of a majority, but it cannot be successfully : over the couscneucos‘ot .L ulll?{nci is .n:m.\;
urged as a ‘reason for its continuance. Is ‘ (io:_ed1 by the \icr}‘ clnt:;rlit:]r"i::;g\::rd:::‘-‘;)o'r
he regarded with approbation by good men, nloss we chovse 4
who tilhhulds thcp:cknuwledg.vf rights of | suspicion that is alike dishonorable Lo our-
another upon the sophistical subtlety that | selves and subversive of all those [vvnncx,’).(v':;
he cannot do him perfeet justice, and there- |of action w hich arise {rom observation ‘u..‘
fore, he must be excused from attempting | experience, a remedy for these evils is m‘..
to do him any at all?  Are bad laws to be | ther difficult nor dangerous. By your votes
tolerated, are they tolerated without change, | at the l_ulucuuus i August, pr‘om,x:‘ncehy(;u.r
upon the prelcx(; that no system of human de!erlmnul.lon upon IAhe ques‘non w, ll"ur
laws can be perfect?  Arcall governments | d change is needed in the Constitution”™ —
| tc be abolished because men cannot frame | that cxpression of' your will being sent to
one without a fauit!? | your Representatives, they will be bound 10

have put their reuu(uucc‘lo a reloru; «:]( the Tl ey Lo Y
i, gt e S will put the election of GovERNoOR, 1ito the
prehension of an increase of the taxes. It »dl 3¢ the People

1s astonishing with what tenacity, men will | hands A ie ol :
sometimes adhere to power in opposition to|  The Executive chair of this Stale ought
their own interest as well as agaiust the just | to be the highest post, that ghe people can
rights of others. The minonity are now I offer to the most ]'nl:hlllc of her citizens.
striving to maiutain it in North-Carolina | 18 it not so esteemed ! But make the sta-
while its exercise is subversive of the rights | tion independent, by putting the election
of two-thinds of the people and costs that | with the people, um{ we shall have dene
minority infinitely more than it is worth.— | much towards it. Custom has now made

Under the influence of some cabalistic he (
elected after his first appointment, and

‘::\m ..lu kinds 24,000 dollars only, s
- (.m) ‘€VY tuxes from the other tinrty.
_-ountien 1o the amount of 4%,000 dol-
" %inuelly! The expenses of wur State

party phruse they are deceived into appre-
hensious that this majority are demanding
their rights for tho mere purpose of prac-
| tising oppression on others.  Lut 1t 1s 1m-

hence, the high independence which proper-
| 1y belongs t
! l_xovemmcm,

it a reproach to the Governor, not to be re- |

o a co-ordinate branch of our |a prudent economy
is sucrificed to @ desire for than holf the sum—and that fo

But it has been said, that the objections |
aguinst our |1rc~'m|l Conetitution, are the- 1
oretical ouly—that the state labors under |
: s—that the majority suf- |
fers no practical inconveniences. And is |
it no practical evil to the state, that .her‘
councils are divided by sectional strife— |
that by the form of her Constitution, the
| expenses of the Legislature have doubled, |
| and that our expenditures exeeed the ords
nary revenue 1 1s it no practical evil, tha
in 25 vears, she has expended one million
lof dollars for her annual assemblics, when
, would have saved more
v all time

no practical evil

tH

provide a remedy, or to pass a law by which
vou shall be enabled to effect it yoursel es.
If this obligation does not arise from that
article in the Bill of Rights which secures
to you the right of * petitiening the legis-
lature for redressof grievances,” then it
wasa privilege far too trifling to be retaunc d
in sosolemn a charter. This expression U
your will, will be instructive to your re
presentatives and if they do not obey 1t
then indeed a period has arrived in the his-

|tory of the Institutions of this country,

when the People are bound by the Consti-
tution and their servants alone are exewpt-
ed {rom its obligations. But you necd not



