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The act of 18186, cstablishing the Bank
of the United States, directed the deposites
of public money to be made in that Bauk
sod s Branches, in places in which the
said Bank aud Bruuches thereof may be es.
wblished, *“unlesa the Secretury of the
Treasury should otherwise order and di-
rect;” 10 which event, he was required to
gve his reavons to Congress. ‘Tlhis was
but a continuation of his pre-existing pow-
o, a8 the head of an Executive Depart.
ment, to direct where the deposites should
e made, with the superadded obligation of
giving bis reasons to Congress fur makiog
tsem elsewhere than io the Bauk of the U-
pted States and its Branches. It is not 1o
pe considered that this provisien in aoy de-
gree altered the relativn between the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and the Preaident,
1 the respousible head of the Executive De-
partment, or released the latter from his
constitutioninl obligation to “take care that
ito laws be faithfully executed.” On the
contrary, it wncreased his respensibilitics,
by adding anotber to the long list of laws
which it was his duty to carry into effect.

It would Le an extraurdinary rewult, if,

that law faithfully executed, thau other luws
eujoining duties upon subordinate ufficers
or private citizens. I there be any dificr-
wce, 1t would seem that the oblrgution 1s
e stroager in relation to tbe furmer, Lo-
guee (e neglect is an his presence, and
he rem-dy at hand.

12 cannot be doubted that it was the legal
uty of the Secretary of the Tressury to
cder and direct the deposites of the public
mo @ to be made elsewhere thun in the
jank of the United States, whenerer suffi-
tent reasons existed for making the change.
f,in such n cuse, he neglected or refused
o act, he would neglect or retuse to exveute:
the law.  What would then be the sworn
gty of the Premdent? Could he say that
the Constitution did not bind hun to see the
aw faithiulls exwcuted, becausc it was one
i his Secretanes, and not bunself, upon
hom the servico was specially imposed !
fizht he not be asked whether there was
v such hmitation to his obligntiony pre.
cribed 1n the Constitution?  Whether he
not equally bound to take eare that the
sws he funhtutly executed, whether they
mpose dutiee on the highest officer of the
ate, or the lowest subordinate in any of
e Dopartmients?  Might he not be told,
5t it was for the sole purpose of causing
! executive officers, from the highest o
# lowest, fuithfully to perform the sorvier

ared of them by law, that the pevriv of
¢ Liited States have made hun thar

«f Magistrute, and the Consttution haw

thed hin with the entire Executive pow
s of this Government? Tle priveiples

phed in these questions appear 100 pluin
ecd elucidatien,

But here, also, we have a cotemporaneous
nstruction of the act, which shows that it
Mas not understood as 1n any way changing
a relations between the 'resident and the

retary of the Treasury, or es placing
« lutter out of Executive coutrol, evey
lion 1o the deposites of the public mon-

Nor on this pount are we leil to any e.
ocal testimony.  ‘F'he documenta of the
freasury Departinent show that the Secre.
v ot the Treasury did apply to the Pres.
“it, amd obtaed his approbation and sanc-

Vo the ongiual transter of the public
sites to the present Bank of the United
fates, and did earry the measure into eflixct
wicw to his decision,  Thoy also
W that transters of the public deposites
m e Bennches of the Bank of the Uni.
ol Statey to State Baoks, at Chitheothe,
mnatl, and Lemnsvalle, in 1519, were
€ with the approbation of the President,
by Ly authority.  “They show, that up-
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' departinent, whother the y related to
public deposites or other uinttern, 1t was
nstant practies of the Seeretury of the
Iy to ubtata for bis acts the approval
netion of the President.
hese aetn, and tie principles on which
were founded, were known to all the
hinenta of the Government, to Cone.
VS and the country ; and, until very re.
UIv. apjear uever to have becn callod in
1,
U waa it settled by the Conetitution,
aws, nnd the whole practice of the Gov-
oot that the entire: Executive power is
“Lan the President of the U, Sttos;

1
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Hnting and removing those officers who
f”' vl hun 1 the execution of the laws,
YMheich restrictions only as the Constitu-
"I preseribes, 1s vested e the President ;
" the Socretnry of the Troasury 18 oune
ik oilicers; that the custody of the
Property and money 18 an Lxecutive
':'rn. which, i relation to the uoney
“‘“"1'\»;-\ 4 ln’-:‘-u exercised through the Sce-
Yo the Trensury and his subordinates ;

W the porlormance of these duties, he
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i#cnuse the person charged by law with a
pubiic duty, 19 one of the Secretaries, it |
were less the duty of the President to sec |

Limportant questions appertaning to |

** weident to that power ; the right of

Mayistrate, and obtains his approval sud
sanction ; that the law establishing the bank
{did not, as it could net, change the relation
between the President and the Seccretary,
did ot release the former from his obliga-
! tions 1o see the law faithfully executed, nor
| the latter from the President’s supervision
|und control; that afterwards, and before,
| the Sccretary did in fact consuit, und vbtain
{the sarction of the Presideut, to transfers
‘and removals of the public deposites; and
i that all departments of the Government,
{and the nation itself, approved or acqui-
lesced in these acts and principles, as in
| strict conformity with eur Constitution and
[laws.

| During the last year, the approaching

| its charter, and the soleinn decision of the
| American people, of the Bank of the United
! States, made it expedient, and 1ty exjosed
| abuses and corruptions made 11, in my opin-
|1on, the duty of the Secretary of the Treas-
|ury, to pluce the moneys of the United
States in other depositories.  The Seereta.
,r_\‘ did uot concur i that opivion, und de-
clived giving the uecessary vrder and direc-
ton.  So ghiring were the abuses uud cor-
ruptions of the bank, so evident its fixed pur.
pose to persevere 1o them, and so palpable
its design, by 1ts money and power, to con-
trol the Government and change its charne.
j ter, that | deemed it the imperative duty of
the executive authority, by the exertion of
(every power coufided ta it by the Constitu.
; tion and laws, to clieck its carcer, and lessen
[1ts ability to do mischief, even in the pain.
ful alternative of distissing the Head of one
lof the departmients. At the tine the re-
imoval was made, other canses suflicient to
Justily it existed, but, if they had not, the
Secretary would huve beew dis:aissed for
this cause ouly.

His place | supplied by one whose opin.
wons were well Kknown to e, snd wliose
fiank expressicn of them, in another situa-
tion, and whaose generous sacrifices of inter.
cat and feching, when unexpectedly called
to the station he now occupies, ought forev.
er to have shielded his motives trom suspi-
cion, and his character from reproach. |

| accordance with the opunions long betore ex-
{pressed by him, he proceeded, with my

sanction, to maks arrangewents for dv[nm. i wot responsible to the Prestdent; and that to | renewal of its charter at the present session of
iting the moneys of the United States iu | remove him is a violation of the Constitu- | Congress: And whereas, it is abundantly evident

! other safe institutions.

The resolutions of the Sunate, as origin-
ally framed, and as passed, f 1t relers to
| theee acts, pre-supposes a right 1 that bo.
dy to interfere with thus exercise of evecu-
uve power. I the principle be once admt.
ted, 1t 4w not diutlicult to perceive where 1t
may end. If, by a more denunciation, like
"this resolution, the President s),0uM ever be
wduced to act, 1n a watter of official duty,
contrary to the honest cotvictions of his
| own mind, w complianes with the wishes of
the Senate, the constitutionai wdependeuct
of the Executive Department would be ef
fectually destroyed, and 1ts power as cifoct.
vally transferred to the Seuate, as 1f that
w.ad had beenaccampliehed by anamendment
ta the Constitution.  But it the Senate have
I right to witerfere with the execative pow.
iers, they have nlso the right to make that
uterference effective; and of the assertion
{ of the power unplied 1 the resoiution be si.
Ioutly acquiesced in, we may reasonably
{apprehend that it will be followed, at some
i tuture day, by an attempt at actual enforce-
tment.  The senate nay refuse, except on
the condition that he will surrender his o-
puston to theirs, and abey their wall, to per.
form thetr own constitutional functions ; to
pass the necessary laws | to sanction Appro-
[ priutions proposed by the House of Repre-
sontatives, vud to contirm proper nomina.
| ions imade by the Presdent. Tt has already
been mantmned (and 1t 18 not concervable
that the resolution of the Senute can be
based on any ether prineiple) that the See.
L retary of the Treasury 1s the oflicer of Con-
aress, and mdependent of the President ;
that the President has wo rght to control
him, and consequently none to remove hin,
With the same propricty, and on suuilar
grounds, way the Secretary of State, the
| Secretanies of Warund Nuvy, and the Post.
i master General, ench i succession, be de-
“lared independent of the President, the sub-
wdinates of Congress, and removable only
with the concurrence of the Senate.  Fol.
Howed to ats consequences, this principle
will be found etlectunlly to destroy one co-
tordinate department of the Goverument, to
1cnncvnlrnle i the hands of the senate the
wholo executive power, and to leave the
L President as powerless as he would be use-
less—the shadow of authority after the sub.
stunce had departed.
The time and the occasion which have
called forth the resolution of the Senate,

|
[ tion not to pass 1t over i silence.

without & question as to hi righttul author.
1y, those powers, tor the recent assumnption
of which he s now dencunced. ‘The vicissi-
tudes of peace and war had attended o
Giovermnent ; vivieut parties, walchful to

[ termination, accordiog to the provisions of’

secin toimpose upon me un additiont oblign. |
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PRESIDENT’S PROTEST. 18 subject to the supervision and control of | take advantuge of any seeming usurpations “1. Be if rexolved by the Council and General
; " OF THE | the President, and in all important measures | on the part of the Executive, hiad distracted
having relatiou to them, consults the Chiet’

| our councils ; frequent removals, or forced
| resignations, in every sense tantamount to
;rﬂmovuln, hud been made of the Secretary
|and other officers of the Treasury ; and yet, |
{in Do ove instunce is it known, that any
i man, whether patriot or partisan, had raised |
his voice against it, as a violatien of the |
| Constitution.  The expediency and justice
{of such changes, in reference to public of. |
ficers of ull grades, bave frequently been
| the topirs of discussion ; but the constitution- |
iul right of the President to appoint, control,
iand remove the head of the Treasury, as
| weil as ali oiher depaaiments, seems o have
| been universally conceded. Aud what is|
|the occasion upen which other principles
|bave been first officially asserted? The
| Baok of the United States, a great meney ed
monopoly, hiad atcimpted (0 obtain a renew.
| al of ite charter, by controlling the elections
[ of the People, und the action of the Govern-
jment. “The use of ity corparate funds aud |
| power 1o that attempt, was fully disclosed ;
‘aud it was made known to the Presidem
| that the corperation wus putting in train
! the same course of measures, with the view
i of wuking another vigorous effort, through
jan interference in the elections of the pro-
| rle, to control public opinion, and furce the
| Government to yield to its demoands.  T'has
with its corruption of the press, its viclation |
| of 1ts chartar, its exclusion of the Govern.
| ment Directors from its proceedings, its
| neglect of duty,und arregaut pretensions,
{ made it, i the opinion of the President, in-
| compatible with the public intercst and safe- |
i ty of our tnstitutions, that it should be long-
{ eremploved as the fiscal agent of the Treus.
cury. A Secretary of the T'reasury, uppoint-
ed in the recess of the Senate, who had not
been confirmed by that budy, und whom the
President might, or mnght not, at his pleas.
| ure, nominate o then, refused to do what
i his superior 1n the Lxecutive Departinent
[ considered the most imperative of his du-
ties, and became, in fact, however irnocent !
! his tnotive, the protector of the Bank. And!
{on this occasion, it ia discovered, for the |
| irst time, that those who framed the Con. |
stitution misucderstood at; that the first
Congress, and all its successors, Lave been
under a delusion ; that the practice of near
forty five years, 1s but a continved usurpa- !
tion; that the Secretary of the Treusury is |

[ tion and laws, for which the President de. !
prerves to stand forever dishonored on the
{ jourtal of the Senate.
| Tuere are also same other circumstances |
connected with the discussion and parsage
of the resolution, to which | feel it to be,
nat ouly my right, but wmy duty, to refer. |
It appears by the journal of the Senate,
that, among the twenty-six Senators whe
voted for the resolution on its tinal pussage,
and who had supported it n debate in ns
origiuul form, were oue of the Seuators from
the State of Maine, the two Senators from
New Jersey, and one of the Senators from
Ohio. It also appears by the same jour-
| nal, and by the files of the Scenate, that the
‘ Legislatures of these States had severaily |
expressed their opinons i respect to the |
Executive proceedings drawn 1o question
before the Senate. |
The two brauches of the Legislature of’|
the State of Maine, on the 25th of January, |
1534, passed a preamble aud series of res-
olutions, 1 the following words : :

il Whereas, at an early period after the clection |
of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency, it accord. |
ance with the sentinents which he had uniformiy
expressed, the atteution of Congress was called 10
the constitutionality aud expediency of the renew-
al of the charter of the United States Bank: And
whereas the Bank has transcended its chartered
himits tn the management of its business trans. |
actions, and has abandoned the object of its cre-
ation, by eny g political controversies, by
wicidin its power and infuence to embarrass the
administratton of the General Government, and
by bringing wsaivency and distress upon the com.
inercial community : And wherean, the public
secarity, from such an institution, consists less in |
e pn-'..,m pecumiary copacity lo discharge its |
liwbihties than n the Adelity with which the |
trust reposed in it have been exceoted: And
whereas, the abuse and misapplication of the pow-
ors conferred have destroyed the contidence of the
public i the otlicers of the Bank, and demonstrat-
ed that such powers endanger the stability of re.
publican institutions : Therefore, Kesolved, ‘I'hat,
in the removal ot the public deponites, from the
| Bauk, of the United States, ar well as in the man-
ner ol their removal, werecognise in the Adminis. |
tration an adherence to constitutional rights, and |
the pertormance of a public duty. i

@ Resolved, That this Legislature entertain the
same opinion as heretotore expressed by preceding
Legislatures of this State, that the Bank of the
United States aughtnot to be rechartered. |

“ Reavlved, ‘Phiat the Seaators of this State in the
Conpress of the U nited States, be 1nstructed, and !
the representalives be requested, to oppose the
restoration of the deposites wnd the renewal of the
charter of the United States Bank.”

On the 11th of January, 1544, the House of As- |
sembly and Council, composing the Legislature |
of the State of New Jersey, parsed o preamble and |
a wories of resnlutiong in the tollowinyg words: |

WAV horeas, the presont crisis in our public af: i

!
i
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i

Y

[ the undoubted right of the Legislatures of the |
Puevernl States to instruet those who represent
| 4
mutters which intimately concern the public weal, |
| and may atteet the huppiucss or well.being of the
Pevple ; There

9,

| votes and influence, the course adopted by the

tof the Government moneys, belicving as we do,

!
| hive not seen any reason to depart from sach re.

[ country.

Assembly of this State, That while we acknow.
ledge with feelings of devout gratitude our obli.
gations to the great Ruler of nations, for his mer-
cies to us as a People, that we have been preserved
aliko from foreign war, from the evils of internal
cominotions, and the machinutions of designing
and ambilious men who would prostrate the fair
fabric of our Union ; that we ought, ncvertheless, to

humbleourselvesin His presence, and implore His |

aid for the perpetuation of our republican institu.
tions, and for a continuance of that unexampled
prosperity which our country hus hitherto enjoyed.

2. Resvlved, that we hiave undiminished con-
fidence in the ntegrity and firmness of the vener.
able patriot who now holds the distinguished post
of Chief Magistrate of this natien; and whose
purity of purpose and elevated motives have so of:
ten received the ungualified approbation of a large
xnujoritly of his fellow citizens.

* 3. Rexvlred, that we view with agitation and
alarm the cxistence of & great moneyed evrporu.
tion, which thircatens to embarrass the operations
ot the Government, aud, by incans of its unbound.-
ed intluence upou the currency of Lthe country, to
scatler distress and ruin throughout the communi-
ty; und, that we, tuerefore, solemnly kbelicve the
present Brnk of the United States ought not to be
re.chartered.

“4. Reselved, That our Senators in Songress
be instructed, and our members of the House of
Represcutatives be requested, to sastain, by therr

Secretary of the Vreasury, Mr. Taney, in relation
to the Bank of the Uiited States, and the deposites

the coursc of L Sccretary to kuve been coastitu-
tionwl, and tiat the public good required its a.
doption.

* 5. Resolred, That the Governor is requested to
forward i copy ot the abuve resolutions to each of
our Senaters and Representatives from this State
in the Congress of the United States.”

On the 21t of February last, the Legislaturc of
the same State reiterated the opinions and in-
structions before given, by joiut resolutions, iu the
foliowing words:

“ Resoleed Ly the Council and General Assem-
Lly of the State of New Jirgey, That they do ud.
hicre 10 the resolutione pussed by thesu ou the 11th
day of Junuary last, relative to the DPresident of
the United States, the Bank of the United States,
and the course of Mr. Taney 1o removing the Go.
verninent deposiles.

* Resolred, That the Legiclature of New Jersey
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the care of the national finances. And itis in the
power of the }lunk of the United States, or any
other cerporatien, body of men, nr individuals, if a
Secretary shall be found to accerd with them in o0-
pinion, or can be induced in practice to promote
!.helr views, to control, lhrough hiq, the whole ac-
tion of the Government, (so fur as it 18 exercised
by his Department,) in defiance of the Chief Ma-
‘,gk:stra'.e clected by the People and responsible to
them.

But the evil tendency of the particular doctrine
udverla_d to, though sufficiently serious, would be
as nothing in comparison with the pernicious con-
sequence which would inevitably flow from the
approbation and allowance by the People, and the
practice by the Senate, of the unconstitutional pow.
er of araigning and censuring the official con.
duct of the Exccutive, in the manner recently pur.
sued.  Such proceedings ere eminently calculated
to unsettle the foundations of the Government; ta
disturb the harmonious action of its different De-
partments; aud to break down the checks and bal-
ances by which the wisdom of its framers sought
to insure its stability and usefulness. "

'T'he honest differences of opinion which ncca-
sionally exist betwcen the Scnate and the Presi-
dent, in repard to mattcrs in which both are o-
bliged to participate, are aufficiently embarraes-
ing. But if the course recently adopted by the
Scnate shall hereafter be frequently pursued, it1s
rot only obvious that the harmongy of the relationa
between the President and the Senate will be de-
stroyed, but that other and graver effects will ul-
timately ensue. If the censures of the Senate he
submitted to by the President, the confidence of
the people in bis ability and virtue, and the char-
acler and usefulness of his administration, will
soon be at an end, and the real power of the Gov-
ernment will full into the hands of a body, holding
their offices for long terms, not elected by the Peo-
ple, and not te them directly respunsible. If, on
the other hand, the illegal ccnsures of the Senata
should be reststed by the President, collisions and
angry controversies might ensue, discreditable in
their progress, and in the end cowpelling the Peo.
ple to adopt the conclusion, either that their Chief
Mugistrate was unworthy of their respect, or that
the Senate was ehargeable with calumny and in-
Justice. Either of these results would impair pub-
lic confidence in the perfection of the eystem, and
lead 1o serious slterations of its frame work, or to
the practicalabandonment of suine of its provisions.

"The influence of such proceedings on the other
Departments of the Government, and more espe-
cially on the States, could not fail to be extensive-
ly pernicions. When the judges in the last resort

suiutions since the pussage thoreot’; and it s their |
wish that they should receive trom our Senutors l
and Representatives ol this State, in the Congress
of the United Stales, that sitention and obedicnce
which ure due to the opiuivn of a sovercign State,
openly expressed in its legislutive capacity.

On the 2¢ January, 1234, the Seuate and House
of Representatives, composing the Legislature of
Ohio, passed @ preawble and resolutions in the tol-
lowing words:

* Whereas, there is reason to believe that the
Bank of the United Stutes will attenipt to obtain a

that said Bank has excrcised powers derogatory
1o the spirit of our trec institutions, and dangc-
rous to the liberties of these United Sates: Aud
whercae, there 15 just reason to doubt the consti.
tutional power of Congress to grant acts of incor.
poration tor banking purposes oct of the District
of Calumbiu: And whercas, we beliove the proper
disposal of the public lands to be of the utmostun.

of official misconduct themselves overleap the
bounds of their authority, as prescribed by the Con-
stitution, what general disregard of its provisions
| might not their cxample be expected to produce?
t Aud who does pot perceive that such contempt of
i the Fuderal consutution, by one of its most im-
| pertant Dupartments, would hold out the sirongest
| temptation to resistance on the part of the State
| sovreignties, whencver they suppose their just
rights to have been invaded? Thos all the inde-
pendent Departments of the Government, and the
States which compose our confederated Uniop, in-
stead of attending to their appropriate duties, and
leaving those who may offend, to be reclaimed or
puuished in the wanncer pointed out in the consti-
tution, fall to mutual crimination and recrimina-
tion, and give to the People, confusion and anar-
chy, instead of order and law ; until at length some
form of aristocratic power would be established on
the ruins of the constitution, or the States bo
broken inte separate cominunities.

Far be it from me to charge, or insinuate, that
the present Senate of the United States intended,

portance to the People of these Puited States, and
that hunor and good faith require their equitable
distribution : ‘I'neretore,

“ Rexoleed by the General Assembly of the State '
of Qlae, That we cousider e removai ol the pub-
e deposites from the Bank of the United States
s required by the best inturests oz our country,and |
that a proper sense of public duty lnperiously de. |
manded that that institution should be no longer
ustd as a depository ol the public funds.

» Resuvived, also, Thut we view with decided
disapprobation, the renewed altciipts in Congress
to securce the passage of the bill providing tor the
dispusal of the public domain upon the principles
proposed by Mr. Clay, inasmuch as we believe
that such a luw would be unequal i ils operations,
und unjuset in its results.

* Resvlved, also, ‘I'hat we beartily approve of
the priticiples sct forth in the late veto message |
upou thut subjeet ; and

s Resolved, ‘Fhat our Senators in Congress be

{instracted, and our Representatives requested, to

use their influcnce to prevent the rechartering of
the Bank of the United States; to sustain the Ad.
nministration 1n its reimoval of the public deposites;
and 1o oppose the passage of a Laud Bill coutain.
ing the principles adopted in the act upon that
subject, passcd at the last session of Congress.

s Resolved, That the Governor be requested to
transmit copies of the loregoing preamble and re-
solutions Lo eush of vur Senatuis and Representa.
tivee.”

11 iz thus scen that four Senators have declared
by their votes, that the President, in the late Exe. |
cutive proceedings in re lation to the revenue, had
been gty of tiie nupeachable otfcuce of “assum.
ing upon hiwsell authurity and *power not con-
ferred by the Constitution and laws, Lut o dero-
gation of both,” winlst the Lugislatures of their
respective States had deiiberately approved those
very procecdings, us consistent with the constitu.
tion, and dumaunded by the public good. If these
four votes had been given in accorcance with the
sentiments of th Legislatures, as above expressed, i
there would have been but twenty-two votes aut
of furty-six tor censuring the President, and the
unpruc—u!rnlrd record of his conviction could not
have been placed upon the journal ot the Senate.

In thus referring to the resolutions and mstruct-
ions of the State Legislatures, 1 disclatm and repu.
diate all suthurity or design to intertere with the
responsibiiity due trom wmembers of the Senate to
their own cousciences, their constituents, and their
‘The facts now stated belong to the his.
tory of these procevdings, and are important to
the just development of the principles and wterests
involved in them, as to the proper vindicatton of
the Exceutive Departinent; and with that view,
and that view ouly, are they here mude the topic
of remark.

‘L lic dangerona tendency of the doctrines which
denies to thie President the power of supervising,
directing, and removing the Secretary of lh?
‘I'reasury, in like manner with other Exceutiveof.

il § T 5 .

Neurly | g culls for a decidad expression of the voiee of | ficers, would soon be manifest in P

orty-five years had the President exercised, | the neopla of this State: and wherens we consider | the doctrines to be cstablished. ‘Uhe President is
. y peoy

the direct representutive of the Amarican People,
but the sccretaries are not.  If the Sceretary off

the execation of the laws, then there is no direct
responsibility to the People in that important
ratich ot thts Gevernment, to which is comuitted

in the most distant way, to encourage euch a re.
sult. 1t is not of their motives or desigus, but on.
ly of the tendency of their sets, that itis my doty
to speak. liis, it possible, to inake Senators them-

! sclves sensible of the danger which lurks uader
| the precudent set in their resolution, and at any

rate to perform my duty, as the responsible Head
of one of the co-equal Departments of the Govern-
went, that | bave beon compelled to point out the
consequences to which the discussion and passage
of the resolution may lead, if the tendency of the
wmeasure be not checked in its inception.

1tis due to the high trust with which I have been
charged; to those who may be called to succeed
me in it; to the Representatives ot the People and
to the States; and to the constitution they have
established ; that 1 should not permit its provisions
to be broken down by such an attack on the Exe-
cutive Department, without at least, some effort
‘“lo preserve, protect and defend” them. With this
view, und for the reasons which have been stated,
I do hereby soLxvMNLY PROTEST agsinst the afore.
mentioned proceedings of the Nenate, as unauthor.
ized by the coastitution, cortrary to its spirit and
w scveral of 1ts express provisions; subversive of
that distribution of the powers eof government
which it has ordanined and established; destructive
of the checks and safeguards by which those pow.
ers were intended, on the one hand, to be con.
trolled, and on the other to be protected; and cal.
culated, by their ummediate and collateral effects,
by their character and tendency to concentrate in
the hands of a Lody not directly amenable to the
People, a degree ot'influence and power dangerous
to thair liberties, and tatal to the Coustitutiop of
their choice.

The resolution of the Senate contains an imputa-
tion upon my privale as well as upon my publio
character; and uos it must stand forever on theip
Journals, I cannot close this substitute for that de-
fence which 1 have not been allowed to prescat in
the ordinary form, without remarking, that 1 have
lived in vain, it it be necessary to enter into a for-
mal vindication of' my character and purposes from
such an imputation. In vain do I bear upon my
person, enduring memorials of that cuntest in
which American liberty was purchused—in vain
huve 1 since periled property, tame and life, in de-
fence of the rights and privileges dearly bought—
in vain a1 now, without a personal aspiration,
or the hope of individual advantage,.encountering
responsibilities and dangers, trom which, by mere
inactivity in relation to a siugle point, I might
huve been cxempt—il any serivus doubts can be
cntertained as to the purity of my purposes and
motives. If 1 had been ambitious, 1 should have
sought an alliance with that powertul institution,
which cven now aspires to no disided empire.  If
1 had been veual, T should heve sold inyeelf to ite
designa—had 1 preterred personal comiort aud of-
ficial easc to the perivrmance ot wy arduous duty,
1 should have ceased to mulest it. ~ In the history
of conquerors and usurpers, never, in the fire of
youth, uor in the vigor of mianhoud could 1 find an
attraction to lure me from the path of duty; and
now, I shall scarcely find an inducetmeut to com-
mence their career of ambitiou, when gray hairs
and a decaving trame, instesd of inviung to toil

!

{ their interrsts in tha councils of the nation in ali | the ‘I'reasury be independent of the President in | and battle, calt we to the contemplation of other

| worlds, where conquerors ceuse to be honored, and
{ usurpers cxpiate their crimes. The ouly amin.
tion [van feel, s to acquit mysoli'te Mim to whow



