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Evidencee e a Whig

of i840.

Bion. Abranam ienecher
TO HIS CONSTITUENTS.

Frrrow-CrTizeNs: Bofore leavine Washinrin

1 avail myselt of the oceasion 1o szl.mu to \,'-:'u :

brief review of the most prominent measares w hich

have t‘llbf'dgr'd the attention of the 27th Congress.

Itis a valuable custom in North Carolina, which |

have never neglected.  Separated from most of you

by the recent apportionment of congressional dis.
tricts, 1 can now have no other object than sunply
to render an account of my stewardship to those
at whose hands { have recerved numberless expres-
stons of kindness and counfidence. To me this is
rendered the more ncecssary since there have
not been wanting selfish politieal leaders in the dis-
trict, and partisan presses out of it who have endea
Yorcd to create the impression that, since my clec-
tion 1 had abondoned my principles, aud betrayed

your political, rights.
grl’evws oeacy, auus GIA GEITL”

censure. Bui I aver, most solemnly, that I have
given no vote, nofr expressed any opinion, inconsist-
ent with the republican principles ot my whole hfe,
or at war with the promises and pledges which 1
tuade wihen a candulat: belore you. Itis true, the
Whig party have thought proper, since they came
into power, to adopt a certain system of measures
as Whig measures, upon which they hope and ex-
pect to elect a particular man to the Presidency n
1344; but most of these measures 1 have anways
opposed, and so have you; and ac it was no part of
my duty to mnake a President, I have thoughe it best
to pursue a straightforward course, .nnd leave Pres.
ident-making to the people.  This is the sole cause
of my offence; and for this 1 bave becn denounced
as gulty of treachery to the party. Bedore 1 pro-
ceed to exainine this grave chaige, allow mu to say
that you, who know me best, well know that L have
never been the slave of any paity.  "I'his oxeessive
blind party spirit L have always deprecated.

5 )‘.UI"I SO

It 1s,
in my opinion, the cancer of the body politic; and
if our glorious mstitutions are evel destroyed, it will
be the bitter fruits of this bloody Moloch of pasty.
1 trust I shall never forget that I have a country to
serve; which country, next to God, 15 entitled to
my highest obedience; and 1 can yicld to party no-
thing, which a high sense of duty to that conutry
willnot justify. ‘I'nese are principles which I bave
often proclaimed to you, and you huve as often ap-
proved and applauded. ‘T'hey are the principles
upon which 1 have endeavored most faithfully to
represent you, during the eventful Congress wiich
has just passed away.

But what are the Whig measures and Whig
principles which I have felt wny duty 10 oppose,
and for which I have been denounced? 1 can
mention only the principal ones, and leave you to
judge whethier, in iy opposition 1o them, 1 have
abandoned any of my furwer principles, or those
which weore profussediby the Whig party in 1240,
They are distribution, public deb, a protective ta-
nff, a general bankrupt law, abolition ol the velo
power, and opposition to the nigit of tae constituent
to instruct the representative. 1 do not say that all
who call thernselves Whigsare m favor of all these
ineasures, because I kuow there are soine cxceptions
among the people of the South; but 1 do assert
that they are the principles held by the great body
of the Whig party, and if they succeed in electing
a Whig President 10 1844, will be carried out un-
der his adininistration.  Neither do 1 say that these
are the only m-asures of Whig policy, because I
know a bank of the United States is a favorite mea-
sure with them. But I voted for both the bank
bills of the extra session, because 1 was pledged so
to do, and because I believed,at that time, we could
not have a sound currency without the aid of such
an institution. L have since, however, had good
cause to believe that, in this opinion, I was wiong.
Most of the State banks have since resumed specie
payments without the aid of such an nstitution ;

while the recent failure of the Bank of the United
States of Pennsylvania has exhibited a scene of cor-
ruption and mismanagement which has shaken
the confidence of many of its former most able ad.
vocates. 1 shall confine myself, therefore, to such
measures of Whig policy as I have felt it my duty
to oppose ; and leave you 10 judge whether I have

done so rightfully, or whether I deserve the censure
sn liberaliy heaped upon me by a portion of the

Whig party, who, for party purposes, support all
these strong Federal measures,
DISTRIBUTION BILL.

The bill to distribute tiie procerds arising from
the sales of the pablic land, was one of the first mea-
That session was called

sures of the extra session.

#y copsaguence of the embarrassed condition of the -

trecasury.  With all its means, the Government was
not able to meet its engagements, and Congress was
called together to devise ways and means for its re-
lief. It scemed, therefore, strange to me, as it must
appear to you, that alnost the very first measure
should have been one of additional embarrasment
to the treasury, rather than oue of relief—one to
withdraw the means of support from the Govern-
ment, rather than to add to them. It was notto dis-
| tribute from an overflowing treasury, or to divide a
surplus revenue; but it was to distribute from a
bankrupt treasury, which of course, had to be made
up by still heavier taxes laid upon the people. —
Shortly after this bill passed the House of Represen
tauves, and before it passed the Senate, in reply to
a letter from oune of my constituents, ! stated very
fully the reasons of my opposition to this measure.
I beg leave to cxtract from that letter:

*1 voted against the bill to distribute the proceeds
ol the sales of the public lands, though the bill did
not, by any meauns, provide tor an equal or equitable
distribution. It gave to nine of the new States ten
per cent., in addition to 5 per cent. heretofore allowed
them, more than their equal share; while, ot course,
it lett that mueh less tor the old States, who gave a
large portion of these lands te the General Govern-
ment. It gave o the same nine new States Lall a
million of acres ol choice lands for internal improve-
ment, while it gave not an acre to the old Siates;
and this, oo, although the new States have hereto-
tore received millions of acres of these lands for
schools and colleges, roads and canals, while the old
States have recetved little or none.  You perceive,
theretore, that the distribution was neither egual
nor equilable, but was both unequal and unjust.

“You kuow that 1 have always been opposed to
| the pre-cinption system, by which the people of the
(new States are allowed to settle upon the public
lunds waihout any authority, and then take these
lands at the lowest price. which is a dollar and a
quarter an acre ; although the same land, it sold at
public auction, would olten bring ten times that
Faunount. This system has always been deprecated
i by the people of North Carolina and especially by
e Whig party, as replete both with fraud and in-
Justice; and yet thus buil has established this abomi-
nable system. It is as much a pre-emption or a do-
nation Lull as it is a distribution bill ; end all who vo-
led for distribution equally voted for pre-emption and
aonatiein.  ‘U'he bill contained other teatures equally
objectionable. It admitted, in express terms, the
right ot Congress, hereatter to give away thesé
lands to the new States in whicl they lie—a righit
always denied by the good people of Norih Caroli-
na, and especially by the Y hig party in the State.
[ There are soifi€ objections to the bill itself’; bat
| the coudition of the treasury atforded an insuperq- |
ble objection to any distsibution at this ume. St
was well understood betore my election, that, in can
sequence of the expenditures of the late Adminis-

atter wousld not be sutficient tor the support of the
Govermmnent without a large increase ol the taritf,
or duty upon imports, at Jeast to the extent provided
for it the compromise ot 1533. 1 therefore stated to
the people in my circular,as well as in all my public
addresses, that, while | believed Congress had the
power to distribute the proceeds ol the sales o}
the public lunds, and ought do 80 whenever the
condition of the treasury would justily it; yet that
I could not conseut to distribute any porton of the
revenue as long as the Government was in debt,
without our bemg able to know exactly when or
how this debt was to be pard.  Whetuer, therelore,

{1 was right or wrong i the vote 1 guve, no oue

had a righit (o suppose 1 would give any other vote
tuan § did.

T concur entirely in the views evpressed by the
President in his message to CGongress, 10 which he
recommends *a distribution of the proceeds of the
sules of the public lands amoug the Slutes, provided
such distribution does not _force upon Congrees thene-
cessity of UnposSing Upon coninerce heavier burdens
than those contempluted by the compronuse act of
1833 Let us wiut and see whether a duty of twen-
ly per cent, upon our hnportations, as coutempiated
by the compromise law o 1833, and as carried out
by the law we have just passed, imposing a duty
not exceeding 20 per cent. upon wost et the luxuries
ol lite, will raise revenue sutlicient or the support
ol the Government.  With economy, I think it will,
It so0, 1 um Jor distribution; but i’ noty, Lam opposed
to it. 1 will never voie to distribute any portion ot
the public revenue, if thereby I luy the toundation
ot aunother heavy protective tariti, by which the
commerce and prosperity of the South are to be
crippled, it not destroyed, lor the benelit of” the mna-
nuiacturers of the North. 1believe that many vo-
ted for that distribution, as they do for every extra-
vagant appropriation of public money, that they
may thereby have a better excuse lor violating the
compromise law, and imposing heavier duties upon
imports than 1s contemplated by that law. Thesc
taxes, though burdens to you, are benefits 1o them;
Jausimuel as they inereee the price ol foreign goods
and of course mcrease; in the same degree, the
price of sunilar goods manulactured by them or
Lheir constituents.  Well, therctore, mignt Mr, Ad-
ams exhort his northern friends * 1o throw thg’ com-
promise act to the dogs?

The bill wasaccordingly amended in the Senale
by iuserting a proviso, that no distribdiion should
take place whenever the duties imposed upon the

wn Lhe compromise law.  L'his was some assurauce
to the prople of tae South that the compromise law
was to be held *sacred and inviolate,” as promised

comnromise was violaica, there was no distribution.
But it was evident, even at the axtra session, that
the great body of the Whig party were determined
to have :
distiibution, cxcept as 1t cruated an excuse for such
a i, Accordingly, no efiorts were made at re-
trenchinent, so as to bring down the wants of the
Crovermment within 15 means; on Lhe contrary,the
appropiiations for the year 1541, made by the
amount of our mdedledness at least five millions of
doliars—and this, too, although we had complained
so loudly—and, m my opinion, so justly—of the ex-
travagance of our predecessors.  So far from anin-
crease of expenditure, there were many reasons why
there should have buen a large reduction. The
Florida war, so long a sink of public money, was
just about being tenminated; the explorng expedi-
lion was returning home; and most of the costly
public buildings at the seat of Government were
completed. T'nese was, therefore, every reason for
a reduction, rather than an sncrease of expenditure.
Wi these views, vou may well suppose 1 voted
agalnst these exira appropriations, for which 1 was
ino'. A lule censured at the time.  'I'bey were con-

stdered Whig measurd; and all who did not toe

the mark, were denounced - as renegade Whigs.—
Resolved, however, to do my duty, hard names had
no terrors for me. 1 &w their object was a high
taritf, and 1 would not tontribute to it. At the first
regular session, therctute, almost the whole party ral-
lied for a high prulec:ﬂ'c tariff.  The compromise
bill, which we were pjomised should be kept * sa-
cred and inviolate,” #as ‘“thrown’to the dogs;”
retaining on!y those pags most favorable to Northera
interests.  Instead of 2 per cent., the duties upon
many of the most necestary asticles of consumption
were run up to more tjun 100 per cent, which is
to be paid in cash; whyeall thedrugs and dye-stuils
used in the mandfact@®N\of the Noith, are allowed
to come in free 0f dijdP A IF=rremher R biitymaves
Cistribution could takgff ice, without repealing the
proviso in the distribd ¢ bill of the extra session.
This was done under plerty drill; aud we had the
strange spectacie exhibi>d ina free country, of im-

ple, that they might make an unequal distribution to
that same peopie; g ing the least portion to that sec-
tion upon whom was imjosed the heaviest burden. If
ever there was a bill of «bominations in this country,
this was one; and I re)rice that we had a President
sufticiently honest and© dependent to strangle it by
the exercise of his consiitutional veto, L
PUBLIC DEBT.

Our public debt, wuiiin two years, has run up
from less than ten millins of dollars, to about thirty
millions ; while our anvgal revenue, both from lands
and imports, does not equal our unnual expenditures
We wmust, therefore, ceitinue to increase our public
debt. If we make disitibution, that public debt
must conzinue to iucrerde more rapidly—and that,
too, n time ot profoungipeace.  Unless, therefore,
the people take the algen, we shali have in this
country what the Engi{" people are now groaning
under—a permanent pdNic debt, so hosule to free
institutions. Therearddther causes of alarm, which
threaten sull more te oerwhelm us in public debt.
A large party m both Houses of Congress stood
ready, at the last sessioi, to assume the payment of
claims for French spoilaiions prior to | 800—amount-
ing to not less than twery millions of dollars; while
a more formidable party is growing up, especially
n the indebted States, iif favor of the monstrous pro-
ject of the assumption ¢, State debis by the General
Government, to the amcunt of two hundred millious
of dollars.  Under all hese circumstances, to think
of making distribution 4¢ any part of our revenue,

tration having been much éruater than the current | oo fnand
i o D g S b -

; this were true, it sverea Lo . K o :
k' SETUAEL | i e Al tnat tnd EANuAT BCrOINY (CVEnuETnele: |

people should exceed 20 per cent., s provided for |
by the leaders of the Whig party in 1840. lithe|

a high tanff; and they cared but little for,},

is the very essence of pglitical folly. Who among
you could so manage!Bs own private affairs, and
sustain his character io§ honesty and integrity #—
What prudent man wa Rl give you credu, if you

ing disigiion of effecisa mona
debts and™ ‘greatly ex-
ceeding your aunual i’:.-'mtw ?  ‘The same rtule ap-
plies to States that does Rv individuals; and, accord-
gly, we found the boml;of this Government hawk-
ed about in the markets ’)fEurope and this country,
without a bidder, until this reckless policy of distri-
bution was abandouned.

FARIFF.

THE
But though the claus: makmg distributien was
abandoned under the veto of the President, all the
other odious features of ihis tariff bill were revived.
We of the South had betn induced to believe this
exciting question was forever settled by the com-
promise law of 1833, Ylat law was the result of
mutual concessions on U part both of the North
and South, for the purpfse of sccuring reciprocal
advantages. ‘I'his comjfomise provided fora grad-
ual reduction of duties from 1833 to the 30th of
June, 1842 ; slowly at fif, Hut more rapidly as it
approached its terminat After June, 1842, all
duties were (o be laid Mr revenue purposes only,
and were not to exceed 2Qper cent. ad valorem, or
on the amount of their vius.  ‘L'his was aconces:
sion to the South. Bafas a fuither security to
Northern manuiactures, fwas agreed, that this duty
should be paid in cashfand that dyestuffs, and
other drugs used in majufacturing, should coms
in free of duty. ‘I'nus sj od the matter up to the
year 1842; the South all the while patiently sub-
mitting to this slow redigtion of duties, under the
assurance that, after June, 1842, no duty was to ex-
ceed 20 per cent.  During the wholeof this period, no
considerable party in this country ever intimated a
disposition to violate this compromise. The late Ad-
ministration, under all its financial difficulties, held
the compromise sacred ; and the whole of the party,
with very few exceptions, voted against its recent
violation., During the catnpaign of 1840, both-par-
ties contended that the ¢smpromise act was to be
held ¢ sacred and invicluyga Mr. Clay. its distin-
guished author, 10 a sp=< Jkellvered in Butfalo 1n
1839, used the following emphatic language
« Jf the compromise be imiolably maintuined, (as
I think it ought to be,) 1 lrust that the rate of_’ duty
Sor which it provides, its conjunction with the stipulu-
tion for cash duties, home valuation, and the long list
of free articles inserted jor the benefit of the manu-
acturing interests, will insure us reasonable and ad-
equate protection.” _ F
General Harrison, in Yis Zanesville letter, holds

still stronger language: |
«J am (says he) for qupporting the compromise
act, and will never agrey to us being altered or re-
pealed. 1 WILL APPROVE NO LAW WAICH GOES TO AL-
TLR OR REPEAL THE AcT ¢F 1833.” e
If that great and gool man had lived, 1 believe

hé would have kept his ¢ {). to the country. But
Low has it been kept byfe'® Whig party ?  Like
the wolf keepsthe lamb- 5%e devoured.  As soon

as they came into power ‘with John Q. Adams, that
arch enemy of Sou!hern‘)&ghts and Sourthern insti-
tations, as their leader, (hey determined *“to throw
it to the dogs;” and yo:lave nothing of the com.
promise remaining, bu! f h duties, and the long
list of free articles inse for the benefit of the
manufacturing interest astead of the 20 per
cent., which was intendeq for your benefit, you have
to pay from 40 to 100 per cent, and even more,
upon many of your neutsisary articles of consump-
tion. Before God, 1 dif not believe there can be
found, in the history of party warfare, so fiagrant
and shamelul an instancejof political treachery—not
only to party, but to the yhole people,and especiai-
ly to the people of the Jouth; and yet your party
leaders and party press* instead of denouncing it
as such, turn round and«pprove the act, and invoke
your indignation against}mese who could not be in-
daced thus 1o join in bet{;ying you.

i
|

./
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I am aware that the reason assigned for this vio-
lation of the compromise was the wants of the trea-
sury. But these wants were created in pant by
themselves, and, as I believe, to create an excuse
for that violation. They made a large increase to
the appropriations made by Mr Vaun Buren's Ad-
wministration for the year 1841, and added very
largely to the navy—both in us otficers and men ;
as well as the number of shiips to be putin commis-
sion: and this, too, when that departracnt was under
the direction of a geutieman admitted by all to be
‘“every inch a Whig” But the wants of the trea-
sury, though great, and made still greater by them-
selves, was uno sufficient excuse for departing from
the compromise; for it was admitted by thoir ingst

’ > WOV TELERUE PUVPOLLS
only, the compromPBEWas péger than tive hill which
was T Were doubled  Sub-

i
ntlacts have shown this opiuion to have Leen
ect; because the amount of our imports, 1 con-

posing heavy and unegaal burdens upon the peo- mucncc of these high duties, has so much declm«:g

e amouut of revenue for the two first quarters
the year 1842, under the compromise, when the
duties were Jowest, was $10,739,545; while dufing
the two last quarters, afier the passage of the bill of
abominations, 1t was only $5,770,670—but lule
more than half.  So of the las: quarter of the year
1841: under the compromise, the revenue was $4,-
936,063 ; while for the corresponding quarter for
the year 1842, under the high ariff; it was onl
2,465,164, So you sse an increase of duty does
not always increase the amount of revenue; but, on
the contrary, when the duty is very high, it dimin-
ishes it,and may be put so high as to amount to ab-
solute prohibition, and entirely destroy the revenue |
and this constitutes the ttue distinction between the
friends of iree trade and those of protection.  [oth
are in favor of some duty on imports; and whether
ihe duty be low or high, it must, to that extent, to
afford encourag:ment 0 the manufactures of this
country. But the friends of free trade contend that
the Government ought not 1o lay atiy duty but such
as shall be laid for revenue only; while the friends
of a protective tariff desire to cripple trade by duties
so high as shall give them the control of 'Le hou
market, without regard to the amount of revenue
raised. To use their own language, tuey wish to
render the country independent of all foreign na-
tions, by laying such duties as shall exclude foreign
goods from competition with similar articles maau-
tactured by themseives. You perccive, therefore,
if ever this system should
Yhere must be an end to revenue from imports—at
least from the unportations of such goods as are
manufactured tn this country. To supply the place

trade, that'ss o THhe i

But high duties, dimnished mmportations, and the
loss of revenue, are nct the only evils which this
system inflicts upon us. There is another law of
trade, which is as certain as anything can be: It
is, that the amount of yeur exports must depend up-
on the amount of your imports. For a series of
vears they must be «qual, or nearly su. You can-
uot expect to seil to other nations, unless you buy of
them. Whatever, therefore, diminishes the ameun:
of our linports, must, to the same extent, duninish
the amount of our exports.  And we of the South,
who produce most of these exports, will find them
growing less and less valuable to as, unul we shall
be compelled to abandon their production, or sub
mit Lo the slavish condition of allowing the North-
ern manufacturers to fix their own terms—hoth for
what they sell to us, and what they buy from us.

imposed by the new tarifl.  Our mpotts and ex-
ports have both fallen off’; the price of manutaciured
goods has risen; while the price of cotton, the great
staple of the South, and upon which almost every
other business depends, wili hardly bear its trans-
portation to market. I'ruly may ut be said of this
system, that it makes us hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water for the benefit of our northern brethren

You perceive, therefore, that the increase of the
tarift was not for revenue, but pretection— protection,
not against violence, but against low prices, wiich
the manufacturers wish to increase by an increase of
duty; for they know full well that the price of im-
ported goods depends upon the amount of duty im-
pused upon them. Otherwise, you would not hear
their continual clamor for high taxes upon all such
imported goods as they manufacture, at the same
time that they ask to import free of duty such goods
as they use and do not manufacture.  Let us exam-

ine into the secret cause of this extraordinary zeal
for k‘iali_nw 1§ ¢ho wmercace of ri&'g were con-

fined alone to the foreign article, they would be as
much opposed to high duties as we are; but they
know that the price of their own nanufactures must
depend upon the price of the foreign article, which
depends upon the amount of duty nnposed upon it
When you consume w foreign acticle with the duty
laid upon it, the increased price caused by the m-
crease of duty, is paid for revenue, because the duty
has already been paid into the treasury by the im-
porting merchant, and, of course, laid on the goods.
But when you consume domestic goods, equal in
price to simular goods imported with the duty on,

 the increased price is paid as a bounty to the manu-

facturer, and goes into his pocket. T'his bounty,
paid by the people, is what they call protecuon.

‘The people of this country, therctore, everywhere,
upon most of the goods which they cousuine, pay

a large part of the price, either for reveuue or for
bounty. When duties are low, and your trade is
free and flourishes, the proportion of what you pay

for revenue increases, and that for protection dini-
ishes ; but when the dutics are very hi_gh,und your

importations are small, the amount paid by you, or
account of this increased price, is much grealer; ZIl
most of it is for bounty, and but lutle for revenfie.
The late census tables enable us to form some cSil

mate of the relative amouat paid for revenue, and
that paid for protection. The amount of imported
goods upon which protective dutics are lald, is put
down by a very accurate gentleman at $45,000,000;
and the amount of similar goods, manulactured in
this country, and increased 1o price to Lhe consuinel
by the duty upon the foreign al‘llcle, is put down ut
this time, as one Lo ten. \\’mly.blu,UO0,000 15 paid
for bounty or protection. Tnis vast burden does
not fall alone upen the people of the South, but falls
upon consupplion Cverywhere, and the people of

In complete success,

of this revenue, we must rgat to direct taxes, which
muss roenly fro. SOV Ih this patiasmy. e X
eaa o al

- {#ﬁ . DILIpRC
rerTrxntion. tgo argument 1s simply this. that

We find such to be the effects of the heavy dutes

the North, not under the influence of manufacturing
establishments, are rallying with us against this un-
just oppression. 'To us of the South, high duties
are peculiarly oppressive; for while they impose
heavy burdens upon our consdmption, they cripple
commerce, and desiroy the value of the products of
our prosperity mainly depends.  You see, 100, why
the manufacturers are so clamorous fos high taxes.
'To them, taxation is a blessing; for if they pay one
doliar upon imports for revenue, they gt ten for
bounty in return. Y ou see, too, why those who re-
nresent that interest always favor extravagant ap-
propriations of public money, oppose retrenchment
of expenditures, and go for distiibution, ov anything
cise that shall keep up this recessity for high duties.
You see, 160, why thos w0 represent the farmears
and planters, who are the principal consumers in
this country, oughi to oppose distribution of any
portion of our revenue, which is to be made up by
an increase of duties; for while you get onc dollar
from the revenue in this way, vou have to pay i
times that amount for revenue and bounty.  As soon.
therefore, as the manufacturers found they had :

majority in the 27th Congress, they began o pave
the way for a protective tarifi. They contrived to
make it & Whig measure, and either decoyed or de-
nounced most of the party into its support. Their
orators and presses represcnted it as the great pana

cea for a suffering country. Even the bank was
secondary to it. ‘T'he Naticnal fntelligeucer. priv-
ted at the seat of Government, and the great organ
of the Whig party, thus introduced the tariff” bill t:
the notice of its readers:

“1t witl to-day ” (says the editor) * be laid before
the Pres:dent with whom the solemn responsibi‘it
will then rest, eitier to sign the bill'and give relie!
to a suffering people. or, shutting his eyes and his
heart to the puablic distress, refusc his assent to the
bill, and plunge his country into hopeless misery.”

Such was the ccmmon language of the Whig
party in 1842. But suppose they had used such
language in the campaign of 1840, and bad told
you that the great refief they had in store for your
sufferings, were high taxes without which you must
remain forever in * hopeless misery:” would you
have rallied as you did to their standaid?  Would
you not have reiceted such proffered relief with
scorn, and trampled it under your ieet? I think
you woull. You labored for relief, anithey mm-
posed additiona! burdens. You asked for a fish
and they have given you a seipent.

Auother argument resorted to in favor of high
taxes, especially in North Carolina, is retahation
They say, because the British Government impuoses
high duties upon many articles, some of which W<
produce, (such as breadstufls and oaccu ¥
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. because the Biit
ish Government with an iramense public debt, and
king and lords 1o provide for, oppresses her subjects
by high taxes, therefore we should ¢ppress our peo-
pie; and this, tco, not for revenue, as in Great Bri-
tain, but for bounty or protection to a favored class
of people. OQur system, therefore, finds no jusufi-
cation cven 1 the British system.  The mostof the
large reverue which she raiscs, except what 15
saised from excisc and direct taxes, is raised from
a few aiticles oniy. which are not and cannot be
produced in Great Brituin—such as tobacco, cofice,
suger, tea, wine, spices, and perhaps silks.  These
duties, therefore, are laid 2lone for revenue, and are
paid for revenue, and are paid for revenue only.
Almost the only high protective duty laid by Great
Britain, 1 laid upon breadstufls, for the protection
of the farmer.  Usen manufactured goods the duty
is very Jow—seldom exceeding 15 per cent, and
often much less.  Thus, vou see, the policy of the
British Government is the very reverse of what is
here contended for. Most of her heavy duties are-
laid upon the luxuries of life; while we tax luxuries
very lightly, if atall. It England lays protective
duties, they are mainly for the venefitof the farmer;
while we tax the farmer for the benefit of the man-
ufacturer. We impose the highest duties upon the
necessarias of life; while in England, those duties
are very low--the declared poliey of her present
ministry being to enable her people **to buy cheap.”
This is my policy, hasalways been, and always will
be; and I can never consent to act with any paity
who adopt a diffeaent pohicy. T am willing to be
taxed to any amount for the support of the Govern-
ment ; but not a cent beyond, or for the avowed ben-
efit of any other section, or any other class of people:
% Millions for defence, but not a cent for tribute.”

Such are my views of this protective policy.—
With 1ae, it is the greatquestion ia polities ; for up;
on it must-depgd the character of every adminis-
tration.  You cannot expect, from any party who
belicve high datiesa blessing, anything but schemes
of cxtravagant appropriation and wasteful expendi-
ture to keep up the necessity for such duties. They
are the natural finits of such a policy. Fven M,
Clay, ir a recent letter to his Whig frieuds of New
York, declared he considered it fortunate that the
wants of the treasvry made high duties necessary.
Under the influence of such a piinciple, it 1s vain
to expect cither Ecoxomy in our public expendi-
tures, or REForRM of public abuses,

THE BANKRUPT LAW

Was another measure which I felt it my duty to
oppose. It was, hikewise, made a Whig measure.
But for that, aud its connexion with other Whig
measures, it could never have become a law. Bad
as the law was, the manner in which 1t was passed
was much worse. It was litterally log-rolled ino
existence.  Men decidedly opposed to it, were n-
duced to vote for it to buy support for other mea-
sures: and thus an obuoxious law was saddled up-
on the country, which never had the hearty appro-
val of a majority of yeur representatives. A wcll-
reculated backrupt law, operating only on dcbts
contracted subsequent to the passage of the law,
may be very proper; buta bankrupt law, such as
the one which was passed. authorizing everybody
io repudiate debls previously contracted, was, in my
opinion, most unjust and unconstitutional. 1t was
uujust to creditors who had sold property, loated
moncey, or given credit, before the existence of any
such law; and was a violation, e spuit at least, of
that clause in the Constituticn which declares that
‘- no State shall pass any law impairing the obliga-
tion of contracts.” ™~

But it is now unnecessary to dwell upen this law.
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