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“ The powers granted  under the Constitution, being derived f r o m  the People o f  the United Stales, may be resumed b\j theniy ichenecer perverted to their  injury or oppression.' '— Madison.
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To the Senate and House o f

great  benefits of our  system of G o v e rn m en t  be e x ­
tended to now distant and uninhabited regions, i n  
view ol the vast wilderness yet  to bo reclaimed, we 
may well invite the lover  of f reedom, of every land, 
to lake up his abode a m o n g  us, and assist us in the 
g n  at work of advanc ing  the_standard of civilization, 
and giving a wider  spieatl  to the arts and refine* 
inents ol cultivated life. Our  prayers  should ever- 
moui  be ofTtred u p  to th e  F a t h e r  of th e  I J n iv e r s e  
lor his wisdom to consummate  these h igh  purposes  

One  ot the strongest objiciions w h ich  has  been 
u ig fd  against conf tderac i ts ,  by wri ' e rs  on G o v e i n '  
m tn i ,  IS, the liability ol  the  m em bers  to be tampered 
with by lorejgn Goverm en ls  or the P eop le  of for 
e ign  Slates, e ither  in their  legal aflairs, or in such 
as uficcitd the peace of olheis,  or endangered  the 
safety of the whole C o n f e d e r o c y .  W c  c a i n j o i  h u p e  

lu bu wuiireiy exempt f i cm such attempts on our  
peace and safely. T h e  United Slates are  becoming  
loo i i rpoi t an l  in populat ion and resources not to ai- 
i iact  the observation of other  nations. It, there- 
(uie, may,  in the progress  of time, occur  tliat opin- 

I  ions tn t i re ly  abstract in the States in which  they 
’ may prevail,  and in no degree  affecting iheir do 
, mestic insiilulionsj may be arlfully,  but secretly,  en-

Jirprese?2taliri's f f  l^e U/iittfd Stati’s : j courngtd w i l h  a v i e w  to u n d e r m i n e  the  U n i o n  
jonlinncd c.iiiso for ( 'xpr tss ing our  g ra  

t’lde to the Siiprcriu* IJuli-r of the Uuivi  rsc for the |

I ------- J3 - -    -- . -----

W c  have contimjcd c.iiiso for ( 'xpr tss ing our  g ra  Such  opinions may  bccome the foundation of politi-
*̂ ihc I parties, until at last, the conflict of opinion, prO'

iKiicfils and blessings which our  couiii iy,  under  his | ducing  an  alienation of friendly feeling am ong  ihu 
Kml Providence, has eujxyeJ dui i i ig  the fast  year . ! Pt-’ople of the different States, m a y  involve in one 
Notwit’osianJing the ( .xcjiing set nt'S th rouyh  which I desiruction the h appy  institutions under
we have passed, nothing  has occurred to disturb ihe 
gtnoial peace, or to de range  the i iannony  of our  
poli'ical system. T h e  grea t  inoial  spectacle has 
bicii exhibited of a nation, approx imating  in nunibei  
to 'i0,000,000 of people, having  performed the h 'g h  
aiiJ important function ol eh cling Iheir C h i^ f  M ag-  
inra’.e for ihe te im of four var-*, without  th^ com- 
i:i;?cJon of any acts of \ ioleni’e, or the nianifrstation 
(jf a spirit of insubordination to the laws. T h e  
great "Jnd inestimable r ight of sufTVage, has be< n ex- 
orci'fed by all who were ini-(sttd wilh if, under  the 
laas uf the diile>ent States, in a sj>i;it dKUiinf alone 

lly a desire, iti the seK-ciiun of the a-;rent, in aJvanct; 
(iie !!]’.ere:ts of the country,  and to place beyond joo 
pir.ly the ip.sniuiion? under which it is our h a p p i ­
ness to live 'I 'hai the deepest interest has been 

liniuihstfd by al! cu: countrytnen in the result of 
;iO tkction, IS nol h'ss t iue, than l iighly creditable 

ih

which  w’e live. I t  should ever be borne in mind, 
lhat w ha t  IS t iue  in lega rd to individuals, is equally 
so in regard to Stales. A n  interference, of  one in 
the affairs of another,  is the fiuitful source of fami 
ly dissensions and neighborhood  disputes; and the 
same cause  affects the peace, happiness and pros- 
peii iy  ol Stales. 1: m ay  be most devout ly  hoped 
that tne good sense of the Ameri<:an Peop le  will 
e v t r  be ready to repel all  such attempts,  should they 
e r e r  be made.

T h e r e  has bet n no material  c h a n g e  in our  foreign 
reliiiions since ii.y last A n n u a l  Alessage to Congress  
Wilh  all the powers  of E u r o p e  we cont inue on the 
most f iiendly leiiiis. . I n d e e d ,  it aflbrds me much 
satisfaction to stale, that  ai no former period has the 
p t a c e o f  lhat enl ightened and important  qua rte r  of 
the globe ever  been, apparen t ly ,  »nore f i rmly estab­
lished. T h e  conviction that peace is tho l iue  poll-j - ~  ̂ I   - ----

iL-ni. Vast inuitKudes have assemblt 'd, fiom nations, would seem to be g r o w i n g  and be
to lime-, at various places, for the p u rp o 'e  of 

jociu’assiug the nicriis and pref(nsior;s of those who 
Wi-re pres'cntt-d lor theii' su f f i ag t s :  but no armed 

ry ha.> betn n icessnry  to restrain, within pro 
j ei liiin'.s, Ihc [lopular z ta l ,  or to p r tv en i  violcn^ 
{'Uilrtaks. A  p)iinciple m uch  morecnutroi l iDa was 
I Will in the loveol  order  and obedu nce lo the laws, 

'.vith mere individu-:l • xceplions, eve jy  
w cre*^posscssess the A m e n c a n  mind, and controls  

influi nce far more poweiful  ihan hosts of 
an/ied r!ien VVe cannsjl dwell  upon this p ic tu re  
'.'.’Jtiiout rccognisin^ in it that d. ep and devoted al^ 
;achincnt on the pai t of the P«op!c, to the instiiu 
tiOfiS under which we live, which proclaims their 
p^rpi-iuity. T h e  grt-ai ubj<ciion which has a lw ays  
I' ievaihd against the < lection, by the People,  of 
ti.eir Chief E x tc u l iv e  oflicer, has been ihe appre

comin g  deeper  amongst  the enl igh tened every 
w h e re ;  and there  is no people who  have a s t ronge r  
mieresi  of che r i sh ing  the senlimenls, and adopt ing 
the  means ol prest rving and g iv in g  it pe rmanence ,  
than those ol the U n i u d  Slates. A m o n g s t  these, 
th e  f irst  and most i l f e t t ive  are ,  no doubt, the str ict  
observance of jusiicc, and the lionesi and punctual  
fulf ilnnn! of all rngagemenis .  B u t  it is not to be 
forgotUn that, in the present slate of the world,  it is 
no less mceesa ry  lo be ready to cnforce t h e i r  obser 
vance and fulfilm^^nt, m reference lo ourselves, lhan 
lo observe and fulfill them, on our part,  in regard  to 
olhers.

Since the close of your  last cession, a negot ia tion 
has been formally entered upon between the Sec re ­
tary of State and* H e r  Br i tannic  Majesty 's  Minis ter  
Plen ipo tent ia ry and E n v o y  E x t r a o r d in a r y  residing

fall plainly within the principle of others,  wh ic h  
she has long smce adjusted. T h e  injury inflicted 
by delays in the setileiijent of these claims,  fulls 
with severi ty  upon ihe individual cla imants,  and 
m akes  a s t rong appea l  to he r  m agnan im i ty  and 
sense of just ice for a speedy settlement. O th e r  m a t ­
ters, ar is ing  out of  ihe construction of  exist ing t rea ­
ties, also remain unadjusted,  and will cont inue lo be 
urged  u p o n  h e r  atleniion.

I ’he labors of the joint commission appointed by 
ihe two Governm ents  to run the dividing line, es­
tablished by the T r e a ty  of W ash in g ton ,  were, un- 
fui lunately,  much delayed in the co tnmencern tn t  of 
the season, by the fuiluie of Congress ,  at its last 
session, to m ake  a t imely appropriat ion of funds to 
meet  the expenses of the A m e ' i c a n  par ty,  and by 
oUier cuuacff, Tht ;  Unitf d Stales Commissioner , 
however ,  expresses his exptr il i tion lhat by inc ie as ­
ed dil igence and energy ,  the par ty  will be able to 
m ake  up for lust time.

W e  cont inue to receive assurances of the most 
friendly feelings on the pai t of all  the other E u r o p e ­
an powers;  wilh each, and all of whom, it is so obvi 
ously our ' inierest  lo culiivute the most amicable  r e ­
lations. N o r  can I anl icipalt  ihe occur rence of any 
event which would be iiiccly. in any  degree,  lo dis 
turb those relations. Russia , the g rea t  no the iu

P e r u  of the 17th M arch ,  1841, providing for tne 
adjusliiient of the cla ms of cilizens ol ih t  United 
States gainst  that R epub l i c ;  but nti dtfiniuvt* ac 
tion was  taken upon ihe subject. I aga in  tuviie to 
it your  alti ntion and p rompt  action

[n m y last A n n u a l  Message,  I tt It it to be my 
duly lo m a k e  knovin to Congress ,  in terms both 
plain and emphat ic ,  my  opinion in rega id  to the 
w ar  w h i c h  h as  s o  long t xisted between Mexico and 
T e x a s ;  which,  since ihe battle of San Jacinto, has 
consisted ahogelh t  r of predatory incursions,  allend. 
ed by cucum sla nces  revolting to humanity .  I re ­
peat now, wha t  I then said, lhat, after e ight  yea is  
of feeble and mtlfeciual  efforts lo rtcov» r ' I 'exas. it 
was l ime lhat the w ar  should have ceased. ' I’he 
United States had a d in  cl intert sl m the question. 
T h o  cont igui ty of the two nat ions to oui terr iloiy 
w!xs but loo wfell calculated to involve our  pt.iice 
Unjust  suspicions were engendered m tlie mind ol 
onti o.' the other of t h t  bell igeii  tits against  us;  and, 
us a  nec< ssary const qucnce, A n u  n c a n  mler ts t s  were 
made to sufi’er, and our  p o c e  became dai ly tndan-  
gered.  In addition lo which,  il n*u5t h i v e  been 
obvious to all that thr- exhaustion produced by the 
war.  subjeeud both Mt xico anti T e x a s  to the inU r- 
ference of other povveis; which,  without  the inter-

; iijuac Hiuiiuiis. xxuasi.i, luc y iva i  uvmwwu posiiion of this G o v (m i m  nt, migli t evcniuate in the 
power,  under  the judicious sw ay  of hor  E m p e i o r ,  uiost se rious m ju iy  to the U n i t ' d  Slates.

~   _ .   .V  A _ 1 I * ■ b-w-v ^ ^

hrnMon of tumults  and disordeis, which ini^'lii in | W asfiingion, relative to the r ights  of  their  respec 
volve in ruin the • riiire Govetn.-isuit A  securi ty  { nations in and over ihe Oregon  terri tory. T h a t
ai’ain;l t!iis, is found nol only in the fact b* fore al j oegotiation is still pending. Sh ou ld  it, d u r in g  
liidod to, i)Ul in tht: additional fact that, we live im- ! S‘̂‘SSion, be b rough t  to a definitive conclusion 
dvr a conledeiacy embiaci i i£  a l ieady  twenty-six | "  *11 be promptly communicated lo Con-
S.ates; no one of v. hich lias power  lo contiol the ! g*^^ss. 1 would, however ,  aga in  call your  attention
eieciion. T h e  popular vote m e a  h S'att '  is taken | ‘h e  reccoiMmtndaiions contained in previous mes-
at the iiine appoinieiJ by the laws, and ^uch vote is | dt 'Sigiud lo protect and facilitate emigrat ion
ai'.nouncid by its Elect iural  Col ! -g - ,  wnhou t  refer- ! lhat  T e r r i t o r y .  T h e  establ ishment  of mili tary

‘ ‘........ ' • . ' posts at sui tabh points upon the extended line of landcnce to the decision of tlie uih* i Stales. T h e  l i^hl  
ol suffrage, and the mode ol conduetmu' thiM-leciion, 
is reouliited by ih*- laws oi • ach Siatr ; and the ehc -

tuers. 1 hus it is ih ii, ualikt  what might  be lln re- 
isuils under  a consuiuiatedsyj tem, rujf.jns proceedmos^ 
l&hjuld they prevail, could aff  ct the e/eciions 
jin single  Stans,  witliout di s iu i’bing, lo uny d a n g e r -  

pous extent, tiie irantjuilily of otlit is. '1 he'-Meat°ex- 
I  pcrimc nt of a political con l t J r ' i a cy— ta ch  member 
of which IS su p rem e— as to a i l  matters app ert a i n in fr  

to its local iijieiests, and its inteinal peace and hup- 
piness,— whih' by a voluntaiy cojupact with others, 
■t confides lo the united ppw t r  of all, the protectiori 
d Its cilizrns, in mattr.rs not domi siic— has been so 
•u crowned with coiii],i( te success. T h e  world 

pias witnesstd its lapid giowii i  in wealth and popu­
lation; iind, under the gtride a/jd (ijrection oi a su- 

[p e n n u n d in g  Providence,  the Oevflnprnenls of the 
'p«isi may bt' regardtd but as tlie shadowing  forth ol 
[ the  mighty luiure. In  ihe bi igh t  prospects ol that 
[(future, we siiall find, as patriots and plulanthropists 
. the highest inducenH ntti to cuitivaie and cherish a 
Love ol union, and to frown down every measure or 

made to alienate the Stales, or 
L People  of the Slates, in M niiunn t  and leelinff 
^Irom each oiliti.  A  iig'd acul cios<’ a i iher tnce  to

travel, would enable  our cilizens lo migrate  in com
- ,    parative safely to the fertile regions below the falls

tion is diitinctiy federative in ail its prominent fea-i the Columbia,  and m ake  the provision of the
I existing convtnt ion for the joint  occupation of the 

i e r n t o r y  by subj tc ts of G rea t  Bri ta in,  and the cili- 
zena of tile (jnited States, more available  lhan here* 
t o f o i e  to the latter. T h e se  posts w’ould constitute 
places of rest for the w’eary emigrant ,  w h e re  he 
would be shel tered securely  against the d a n g e r  of 
aitack »rom the Indians,  and  be enabled to recover  
from the exhaust ion of a long line of t ravel. L e g .  
lilative fnactrnents should also be made which  
should spread over him the segis of our  laws, so as 
toafl^ord protection lo his person and properly when 
ht shall  have reached his dislant home.  In  this 
lattei respect, the Brit ish Governm en t  has been 
niuch more careful of ihe interests of such of her 
P e o p l e  as are to be  found in lhat count ry ,  than (he
United Stales. She  has made n e c e s s a r y  provi^ic' '  
for their  securi ty and protection against  the acts of 
he viciously disposed and l a w l e s s ;  and her  em i ­

g ran t  reposes in safety under the .panoply of  her  
laws. VVhatever may be the result of  the pend ing  
negotiation, such measures  are  necessary.  It wiU 
afloid me the greatest pleasure to witness a happy

■ c'^T  c o m p a c t ,  a nd ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  { l e r m s  co m p a t i b l e^ v v i t r ih e^ p i lu ^ ^ ^

0^ the gua .ant ies  of the Consti- ( the best efl'orts ol ihe Gove rnm en t  will cont inue lo 
j Uion, will preserve the union on a foundation which i dir tc ied to Ihis end.

i o c v o n d  E u n r ' L ' V o r r e '  i in '>'ef>est g r o t i n c a l l o n ,

h - i o u s  freiu'oin, ol it,a In'. i fom of  ih-  pr. ss  ofi l je'!  to h i v o  bj'e(i ' 'rblTin" \° Congress ,

calculated to a d i a l ; c V i \ r l w r h a p p f .  j b e l w ! e n X m ? \ h l f a l l ^ ^ ^ ^

t̂’nion must ever cuhi-1 of regret,  that a n y  unnecessary d ^ ^ s  sh o u '^  ^e 
ihest', and avoiding all  interpola- I permitted to intervene. It is t rue that in a necuni- 

Kiacr incd exi^edipr^'-'^'^^*^"’ the guise  of an j ary point of view,  the ma it t r s  alluded to, a re  alio- 
° c e o f  our  insignificant  in amount ,  when  ’compared

ve lyand as L n e f i c m l l l ' , T  j r e s o u r c e s  of that  grea t  nat io n ;  but
' the Pacif ic as it i  ̂ now on shores they,  nevertheless,  more  pa i l icu la r ly  that  limited

an T h e ’o n i r  formid'.hl ^ Atlant ic  elass which ar ise under  seizures and detentions of 
^'^y of its  st L r s f u l  Z  .n the j A m er ican  ships on the coast of Afr ica ,  upon the
h ' ' i r  in Ih ^ - 1 ^ ' '  ( Ult and space)  are I mistaken supposit ion indulged in at the time the
V  .  iho i ,„. I « T o n g  was  co.mni . lrd,  of  . h e r  being e n ga ge d
'2!r’i ihi *M I ' ° ‘ ‘ i sl.'ivr-trail ',— d eep ly  affeci Ihe si nsibiiiiiES

Ihc „b,l , iy ol  Rtp rc s em al i ve s  from itK.i re. this Go ve r nme nt  and I Vo pl e  ' •  •

in
of

Jte legion to come up to the Capitol,  so that iheir 
,^Histitutents shall p a n ic ip a te  in all the benefits of 
r  '"deral legislation. T h u s  K is that, in the progress  
P luiio, the inestimable pr inciples  of civil liberty 
pil l  bij enjoyed by mill ions yet  unbo in .  and the

G re a t  Bri ta in  h a v ­
ing recognised her responsibil ity to repair  all such 
wrongs,  by her  action in other cases, leaves no th ­
ing to be jegret led upon ihe subject, as  to all cases 
pr ior  to 'he  T r e a t y  of Wash in g to n ,  than the delay

IS constant ly  anvanc ing  m ihe road of science and 
improvement;  whily France ,  guided by the coun 
cils of he r  wise sovereign, pursues a course calcu* 
lated to consolidate the general  peace. Spain has  
obtained a  b rea lh m g  spell of  some durat ion from 
the internal convulsions which have,  t h rough  so 
m any  years  .marred her prosper i ty ;  whi le  Austr ia ,  
the Ne ther lands,  Prussia ,  "Belgium, and the other 
powers  of  E u r o p e ,  reap a rich harvest of blessings 
from the preva i l ing  peace.

I  informed the two I l o u i j s  of Congress  in m y  
message of Dec ember  last, that  instructions had 
been given to Mr .  Wheaton,  our  Minister at Bei 
Im, to negotiate a treaty with the Gerir .anic  States 
composing  the Zo l l  V er r in ,  if it could be done—  
st ipulating,  as far as it was practicable  to a ccom ­
plish it, for a reduct ion c f  ihe heavy  and onerous 
duties levied on our tobacco, and ether  leading arii 
cles of ag r icul tu ra l  producli n ;  tiod yielding,  iu re 
turn, on our  part a reduciiop. of duiies on snch a r t i ­
cles, the production of their  intlusiry, as should not 
come into competitu n, or L u t a l im i t< d  onn, w ith 
art icles ihe product  of our  manufactur ing  m d u v t r y .  

T h e  Ex ecu t iv e ,  in giv ing  such instrncticns,  consi.l 
ered itself as act ing in strict confoimity with th. 
wishes of Congress ,  as m a d r  know n  t i i rough sevi : 
al measures  w hic h  it had alopled ; all d i r e e t u  to 

the accom pl ishment  of this u ip o r t s n l  result. T h e  
t r t a iy  was, therefore,  negoimttd ; by which  essen­
tial reductions W'ere secured in the duties levied bv 
the Zo l l  Verein,  on tobacco, r:cc and luid, accom 
panied by a stipulation for he ad.inssion of  raw 
cotton, free of duty.  In exchange  ter which  h i g h ­
ly important  concessions,  a reauciiort of duties, im ­
posed by the law^s of the Utiited Stales on a variety 
of  ait icles,  most of  which  were admitted free of all 
duty under  the act of Congress  commonly  kn o w n  
as the C ompromise  law, uod bui few cf  which 
were produced in the United Stales, was stipulated 
for on our  part.  ' I 'his treaty wa'> con.rr.unicated to 
ihe Senate  at an ear ly  day of its last session, but 
nol acted upon uniil n^ar  its c lo se ;  when ,  for ihe 
want,  as I am bound lo persume, of full t ime to 
consider  it, it was laid upon tiie table. T h i s  p ro c e ­
dure  had the  effect of vir tual ly rejecting it, in conse- 
qunce of  a stipulation conlaied in the t reaty that its 
rat.ficaiion should bo exchanged  on or before a day 
which  has  a l ready passed.— I 'h e j E x e c u t i v e ,  acting 
upon the fair inference that the Seriate did nol in 
lend its absoluta  itje;ct:on. gave  insliuction lo our  
Alinister at Berl in  to re-open ihe negotiation, so far 
as to ob'ain an extension of time for the exci iange  
of ratifications. I regret ,  howaver ,  to say that his 
efforts, in this respect,  have be< n unsuccessful.  I 
atn, nevertheless,  not without  hope that the  grea t  
advantages  which  v»ere intended lo be secured by 
the treaty,  m ay  yet  be realized.

I am happy  to inform you that B e lg iu m  has, by 
an “ arrele  royale ,” issued in J u l y  lasi, assimilated 
the flag of the United Slates to her  own.  so far as 
the direct t rade between the tw’o countr ies  is con 
cerned.  T h i s  measure  will prove of g rea t  service 
to our  sh ip p in g  interest ; the t rade hav in g ,  hereto 
fore, been carr ied on chief ly m foreign bottoms. I 
flatter myself  lhat she  u i l l  speedi ly  resort tor. mod- 
ificatmn of her system.. re ianng . to  ihe tobacco trade, 
w h ’.ttu Would decidedly benefit the  ag r icu l tu re  of 
the United States, and operate to the m u tu a l  advant  
age  of both countries.

N o  definitive intell igence has  yet  been received 
from our  Minis ter , of  the conclusion of a T re a ty  
with the Chinese  E m p i r e  ; but enough  is kn o w n  to 
induce the srongest hopes that ihe mission will be 
c rowned with success.

VVith B raz i l  our  relations cont inue on ihe most 
friendly footing. T h e  commerc ia l  intercourse be 
iw'een ihai g ro w in g  E m p i r e  and the United Slates, 
is becoming dai ly ot g rea te r  impor tance  to both ; 
and it is the interest of both that  ihe fi imesi  r e la ­
tions of amity and good will, should con t inue  to be 
cultivated between them.

T h e  republic of N e w  G re n a d a  still wi thholds,  
notwithstanding the mosl persever ing  efforts have 
been employed by our  C h a r g e  d ’Affaires,  Mr. 
Blackford,  lo produce a different^resuit— indemnitv 
in the case of  the br ig  ‘‘ IMorris.”  A n d  the C o n ­
gress  of Venezue la ,  a l t hough  an a r r a n g e m e n t  has 
been effected between our  Minis ter ,  aod the MTnis* 
ter of foreign aflairs of that governm ent  for the 
pavtnenl  of $ 1 8 ,0 0 0 ,  in di scharge  of its liabilities 
in the same case— has altogether neglected to niaki- 
provisiori for its payment ,  Ii is to be hoped that a 
sense of just ice will soon induce a sel llemeni  of ihese  
claims.

O u r  late Minis ter  to Chili , Mr.  Pendleton,  has 
re .urned to the Unifed States without  h a t i n g  effec­
ted an adjustment  in ihe seconed d i m  of the 
Macedonian,  which is delayed on grounds  alloo'elh- 
er Irivolous and un t inab le .  Air. Pend le ion ’s-succes' 
sor has been direcl td  lo u rge  ihe claim in the siroh- 
gesl le rms;  and in the t r e n l  of  failure to obtain a 
pe rm anen t  adjustment ,  to repoi l the fact to the E x  
eculive al as t a r l y  a day as possible, to  lhat the 
whole  m a t t e r  may be communica ted  to C o n g r ( S S .

This  G o
v» rnment,  fiom rime to time, txe i t cd  ils friendly 
(yflices to br ing about a t( rrninalion oi hostilities u p ­
on lerfiis honoiable  a like to both the billigerents. 
Its ( ffoils ii\ tins behall  p iov td  unavai l ing.  Mt xi 
CO seemed,  a lmost without an objict ,  to persevere in 
the war,  and no other  a l ternative was It^i the Ex**' 
cutive but to take  advantage  of the wel lkr iown dis­
positions of T e x a s ,  and to invite her  to enter into a 
t reaty for annex ing  her terr itory lo that of the Uni- 
ed States.

Since your  last session, Mexico  has ihreaicneU to 
rent vv iht w a . ,  and has e ither made, or proposed lo 
nmke,  formidable j:rt .pafaliens lor invad ing T e x a s .  
Sti( has issued decrt t s  and proc lamat ions ,‘p r e p a ra ­
tory lo the coi i im enctmtn io rhos i i l i l ie s ,  full of lhreals.  
If volting to humanitv  ; and which ,  if carr ied into ef- 
k t i ,  would ajouse the attention ot all Ch i i s t endom. 
T h i s  new demonsiraiion of feeling, there  is too much 
reason to believe, has been produced in c o n s e q u e n t  
of the negot iat ion of the late t reaty of annexat ion 
with Texas.  I ’lie Execu t ive ,  therefore , could nol 
be indi l lerent  io such proceedings;  and il fell it lo 
be due, as well to itself, as to ihe honor  of  the co u n ­
try,  that a t i ro n g  representat ion should bo made lo 
the Mexican  G o v e rn m e n t  upon ihe subject. T h i s  
was accou l ing ly  done ; as will be seen by the copy 
of ihe aiCMfiipauying despatch from the S e c r i l a ry  
of Slate  lo the United Stales E n v o y  at Mexico.—  
Mexico has  no l i gh t  to j t o p a i d  the ptTfce of the 
world by u r e i n g  atiy longer ,  a useless and fruitless 
coniist  Such  H condition of things w'ould nol be 
toil .'•aied on the E u r o p e a n  continent. W h y  should 
a  be on thi i  ? A  w^r  of desolation, such as is now 
thri a te ii id by Mexico, cannot  be v/aged witlioul in>* 
volviny our  peace and t ianqui l l i ly.  It ;s idle to b e ­
lieve lhat  such  a  w ar  could be looked upon svith 
indiffer» nc«̂  by our  own cilizens, inhabi t ing adjoin

have  conducted such  a negot iation ; and lo have  UC'* 
de r iaken it, would have  been an sssumption equa l ­
ly revoking to the pr ide ot Mexico  and Texas ,  and 
subj* Cl ing  us to the c h a r g e  of a r r o g a n c e ;  while  to 
have proposed in advance  of  annexat ion,  to satisfy 
Mexico loi an y  cont ingent  interest she m igh t  have  
in T exas ,  would have  been lo have treated Tex as ,  
not as an independent  power, but as a mere  depen* 
dency of Mexico.  ' I 'his assumpiion could not have 
been acted on by the E.Kecuiive, without  sell ing at 
def iance your  ow n .‘■ulen»n declaial ion that lhat Ri.- 
public was an independent  Slate. Mexico had.  it 
IS irue, threatened war  against  the United Slates, 
the t vent the T r e a t y  of Annexa t ion  was ratified.—  
T h e  E xecu t ive  couid n e t  permit itself lo be inf lu ­
enced by ihis t h u a l .  i t  represented in this, the  
spiri t oi our Peop if ,  u L o  are  ready to sacrifice 
luuvh for peace, but n o 'h a ig  lo intimidation. A  war ,  
undt  I any cn cu m s ian c t s ,  is g rea i ly  to be deplored’ 
aiiU the United Slates is the last nation lo desire  it; 
but if, as the condition o.‘ prace,  it be required of us 
to fort go  the unques l i cna t l e  r igh t  of treat ing wi lh  
an independent  power,  of  our ow n  Continent ,  upon 
mailers h ig h ly  interest ing to both, and that  upon a  
l i aktd  anti  unsustainec! pr t lension of c la im -by a 
ihird power,  to cot.irol the free-will  of ihc pow er  
With w h o m  we t reat— devoitd as we  njay be lo 
peace, and anxious to cul tivate  f riendly relat ions 
with the whole world,  ihe E x t c u i i v e  does not hes ­
itate to say lhat,  the P e o p le  of the United S ’.atcs 
vvould be ready lo brave all consequences,  sooner 
lhan submit  to such condition. Bui  no a p p r e h e n ­
sion ol war  was mteMaincd by the E x e c u t i v e ;  and 
I musi  express  f rank ly  the opinion lhat, had the 
T r e a ty  bet n ratified by the Senate,  it would have  
bet n followed by a prompt  seitlement. to the cnti ro 
satislaction of Mexico, of every mailer  in di(r. rcnca 
between the two countries.  See ing  then that  new' 
preparat ions for the hostile invasion of T e x a s  were 
about  !o be adopted by .Mexico, and ihal these were 
brou gh t  about because T e x a s  had adopted ihe suo-  
gest ions of the E xecu t ive  upon llie subject of  A n ­
nexat ion,  il could noi passively have foldtd its a rm s  
and permilU d a  war ,  ihreatvned to be accompanied 
by every act  lhat could tnai k a ba rbarous age,  to bo 
waged  agains t  her , because she had done so.

Ovher considerat ions of a cont iol l ing cha rac te r  
influenced ;l;o course of ihe Execu t ive .  T h e  t r ea ­
ty w h ich  had thus been negotiated, had failed to re ­
ceive the ratification of ihe Senate.  One  of the 
chief  objt 'clions w h ic h  was u rged  ag-iinsl it, wns 
found lo consist in the fact, thai ihe quest ion of a n ­
nexation had nol be tn  submitted to ihe ordeal  of 
public opinion in the United Sratc.**. How-ever u n ­
tenable such  an objection was cst('cmed to bo, in 
view of ihe unqties iionabie  power  of the E x ecu i ivo  
to negot ia te  the treaty,  and the g rea t  and l a s i i n g  

interests involved in the question, I fell il lo be m y  
duty to s. ibmil  lae  'whole  sub j ic l  to Congress  a s  
th e  best expounders  of popula r  seni imcnt .  N o  do- 
finilive action having been l a k t n  on the subject by 
Congress ,  the q m s t ion  referred itself d irect ly  lo the 
decision of the Stales and ihe P e o p le  T h e  c r c a t  
popular  election w hich has just  lerminaled, afforded 
the best oppor tun i ty  of ascer ta in ing the will o f  theV • k/jr V  4 it JliliUUillllg UUJUlll- ^  ^  w  t « i*# i ^  U i  liiC

ing Sta tes;  and our  neutrali ty  would bo v io la te d , . Stales, and the Peop le  upon ii. P e n d i n g  lhat issue,
li> oil ^  ̂   f .1__________   If h n i T i f n o  i i n  r t > r.f ____ _____in despite of all efibrts on the par t of the G o v e r n - 
ni tn l  to prevj nt it. ' i 'he  country is settled by e m i ­
gran ts  from the United States, under  invitations 
hi id out to them by Spam  and Mexico. T h o s e  
eii i igrants  have left b th ind lh< m friends and r e l a ­
tives who  would nol fail lo sympath ise  wilh them 
in iheir difficulties, and who  would be led by those 
s y m p a i h u s t o  part ic ipate in their  s t ruggles ,  how e ­
ver energet ic  the action of the G o y e rn m e n t  to p re ­
vent it. N o r  would the i .umerous and formidable 
bands of Indians, the fno?t warl ik e  to be found in 
any land, which occuj y the exu-nsive regions con t i ­
guous to ihe Stales of A i k a n s a s  and ISlissouri, and 
who ar e  in possession of large tracts o f  c o u n t r v  

within the limits of Texas,  be likt ly lo remain paS' 
sive. T h f ‘ inclinations of hose n u m erous  tribes 
i t ad  them m va i i ld y  to war  whenever  pretexts  (x- 
ist.

MEXICO had no just g round  of  ui sp l ta su re  against  
this G o v e rn m en t  or P*op le  for negotiat ing the trea- 
t}'- W h a t  interest of hers  was oliected by the t r ea ­
ty ? S h e  was despoiled of nothing,  since T exas

ir m.. .Vi I L  ’ T  f t   ̂ submiUed to the attention advance of the r;
m making suitable reparation in sush of k(iem as j of C o a g r c s ; ,  the ConvenltDn with the Rernblic of I  have had no ri

was fotever  lost lo her.  T h e  independt nee of  T e x -  
as was recogn iz td  by several of the leading p o w ­
ers of the eaiih.  S'ht was free to t reat— free to 
adopt her ow n }ihe of policy— fiee lo lake the course 

ijicn she biiitVfU was bis l  calculaUd to secure 
ht r happim Si? FL t G o v e r n n u  ni and Peop le  de- 
ciUrd on annt  xaiion to ihi United S t a U s ;  and the 
Exe«:utivc saw,  in the acquisit ion of such a territo 
ly ,  the m ta n s  ol advanc in g  their pe rmanen t  hap p i ­
ness and glory;  W hat pr inciple  of good faith ihen 
was violated ? what  rule of political mora ls  tram- 
p h d  under  foot? So far as M -x ico  herself  was 
concejn» d, the n u a s u r e  .>hould have been regarded 
by her  as  ̂ h igh ly  beneficial. H e r  inabili ty to re ­
conquer  T e x a s  had been exhibited, I repeat,  by 
e igh t— now n m e — y r a r s  ol fruitless and ruinous 
contest. In  ihe meant ime .  T t x a s  hns been grow- 
ing in populat ion and resouiccs.  E rn ig ia t io n  has 
flowed into her  terri tory front all parts of the w-orld, 
m a cu r re n t  whic h  continues to increase m strength.  
Alfxtco r e q u i u s  u j '» rm antn i  b<'Ui idaiy b t t w e e n  

that young  reijublic and ht'rst If. ^ 'exas .  al no dis> 
tant day,  if she contmuea sepataie  and detach* d 
f iom the Uuited  Stales, w i ll  imvUubly set k to con 
solidate her  s t rength by nddmg to he r  domain the 
cont iguous provinces of M tx ic o .  T h e  spirit  of r e ­
volt fiom iht control of  ifce Cen tral  G ove inn ien i  
has, heretofore,  manifesud  itself in some of those 
provinces ; and it is fair to infer ihai t h t y  would b* 
inclined to take the fiisi favorable opportun i ty  lo 
pioc la im their mdt  pendtnee ,  and lo form close al- 
i i an c 's  with Texas .  T h e  war  would thus be en d ­
less; or, if cessations of  hostilities should occur , they 
wouid o n l y  endure  for a srason. T h e  interests of 
M«xico, ther t fore, could in nothing be belter con 
s u lu d  Ihun in a peace with her ne ighbors ,  which 
w o u l d  i rsul t  in t h e  establishment of a p*'rmanent 
b o u n d a r y .  U p o n  thf i.itification of the t i » u t y ,  the 
E xecu t ive  was prepared to t r ra i  w'ith he r  on the 
most liberal basis. H ence  the boundaries  of 'Texas 
w e ie  left unde fined bv the treaty. 'I’he E x e c u ' i v e  
proposed to sn i le  these upon lerms that all the 
world should have pronounced just and reasonable  
N o  f itgotial ion upon that point could have been un- 
de i t aken  between the United Stales and Mexico,  in
advance of the ratification of the treaty.  W e  should 

no p o w e r — no authori ty ,  torht

it became the imperat ive du ty of  the E.^ecuiive to 
inform Mexico thai the quest ion of annexat ion w a s  

still bc.^ore the AmenV.&n Peop le ,  and that  unlit  
their decision was pronour .ced,  any  ser ious inva ­
sion of i 'exas  would b« rega ided  as an a l trr np i  to
forestall iheir jud g m t  nt', and  could noi be looked 
upon with indifierence. I am mosl h a p p v t o  inform 
you,  that  no such  invasion has taken jdace ;  and I 
trust that  wha teve r  y o u r  action m a y  be upon it,  

Mexico  will see the impoKance of deciding l i i e  

matter  by a resort  to peaceful expedients,  in p re ­
ference 10 those of a rm s .  'The decision of the l \  o- 
ple and the Stales, on iliis g rea l  and in te res t i ng-  

sul j ec t ,  has  been decisively manilesled.  T h e  ques*- 
t\on cf  annexa t ion has  been [ireseiiled n aked ly  lo 
iheir  consideration. B y  the treaty itself, a l l  co l la t ­
eral and incidental issues, w'hich w'ere calculatetl  lo 
divide and dist ract  the public councils,  w ere  ca re -  
fully avoided. T l u s e  were  IlI'i to the wisdom of 
the fu ture  to de te rmine  It presented,  I repeat ,  
the  isolated question of annexa t ion ;  ainl in tha t  
form it has  been submitted to the ordeal  of publ ic  
senl imtn t  A  cemlrol ling majori ty of tlie People ,  
nnd a large major i ty  of the States, have d tc la r e d  
in favor of immediate  annexat ion.  Instruct ions have  
thus come up  to both branches  of  Congress ,  f rom 
the ir  respective constiuufit?,  in terms the most e m ­
phatic. It is ihe will of both the people and tho 
Stales, lhat T e x a s  shal l  be annexed  to the U n io n  
promptly  and immediately.  It m a y  be hoped lha?, 
m c a r ry in g  into execut ion ihe publ ic  will, thus  de ­
clared,  a l l ,col la teral  issues m ay  be avoided.  F u ­
ture Legi s la tu res  can  best decide as to the n u m b e r  
of Stales w h ic h  should be formed out of  the te r ­
r itory,  w’hen the tiiijc has ar i i ved  for deciding  lha l  
qu ts i ion .  So with all others.  B y  llie treaty,  the 
United States assumed the paym en t  of  ihe debts o f  

T exas ,  to an am oun t  not exceeding  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ;  
to be paid, with the except ion of a sum  falling short  
of $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  exclusively out of the prodeeds o f  tho 
sales of he r  publ ic lands. W e  could not, with hon ­
or, take  the lands, without  assumirtg the  full p a y ­
ment  of a l l  incumbrancf  s upon thetn.

N o th in g  has occurr rd  since y c u r  l.-ist session, !o 
induce a doubt  that tht? dispositions of 'Texas remain 
unaltered. Nc» int imation ol an al tered d e te rm in a ­
t io n , 'on  ihe par t of  her G o v e i n m r n l  and Peop le ,  
has been furnished lo the Execu t ive .  S h e  still d e ­
sires lo th row lierself under  the jirolection c f  cu r  
laws,  and to pa i ia ke  ci the blessings of cu r  fedeia- 
tivr  ̂ system ; while  every A m a r i c a n  interest would 
seem to require  it, 'The evK ns io n o f  our  coast-wise 
and foreign trade, l o a n  am oun t  a lmost incalculablo 
— the (n ia rg t  nient  of the m a ik e t  of our  m a n u fa c ­
tures— a con.4'intly grovving marke t  for c u r  ag r i -  
cu l iural  p roduci ious— saK ly to our  frontiers, ami 
addit ional s l reng th and stability lo the U n i o n , — these 
are  the ri sults which  would iapidiv develope llietn- 

, selves, upon tho consummation of the measure ofnn-  
nexation. In such ev tn t ,  1 will not doubt  bui that  
M ̂ xico would find her  tn ie  interest to consist in 
met-iing ihe advances of this G o v e r n m r n t  in a spir it  
it of  amity.

N o r  do I apprehend  any ser ious complnlnl  f rom 
any  other q u a i i e r ;  no sufficient g round  exists for 
such complaint .  W e  should interfere i n n o  r ts pec l  
with the r ights  ol a n y  other nation. T h e r e  cannot  
be ga th ered  from the acl any  design on ou r  pa i t  to 
do so with the ir  possessions on this Conl in tni . i—


