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y « The powers granted under the Constitution, being derived from the People of the United States, may be reswmed by them, whenever perverted to their injury or oppression.”—Madison.
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PRESIDNT'S GIESSAGE.

Ty the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States: }

1We have continucd cause for expressing our gra
vinde to the Supreme Ruler ¢f the Universe for the
benefits and blessings which our country, under his
kind Providence, has (-n_j\s_\"vd during the past vear,
Notwithstanding the exciting scenes through which
we have passed, nothing Las occurred to disturb the
g,nnal peace, or to derange the harmeny of our
political system.  ‘I'ne great inoral spectacle has
beea exhibited of a nation, approximating in number
to 20,000,000 of people, having performed the high
and important function of electing their Chief Mag-
istrate for the term ot four vears, without the com-
msion of any acts of violence, or the manifestation
[ 2 spirit of insubordinaticn o the laws. ‘The
great and inestimable right of suffrage, has becn ex-
creised by all who were favested with it, under the
lans of the dillerent States, in a spiiit dictated alone
Ly a desire. in the seleetion of the agent, to advance
interests of the country, and to place beyond jeo
parly the institutions under which it is our happi-

uess to live  I'hat the deepedt interest has been
b

e clection, 18 et less trae, than highly creditable
wim. Vast multiiudes bave assembled, fiom
w10 time, at various places, {or the purpose of
assing the meriis and pretensions of those who
were presented for their suffrages; but no anmed
iiury has been aecessary Lo restrain, within pro-
vibreaks. A prnciple much more controlling was
fouad i the love of order and obedience to the laws,
with mure indwiduzl  exeeptions, every

¢ erespossessess the American mind, and controls
with an influence far more powerful than hosts of
wed men We cannot dwell vpon this picture
iout recognising it that deep and devoted ats
chment on the pait of the People, to the instity
tons under which we live, which proclaims their
perpetuity. “I'he great objection which has always
prevarled agamst the election, by the People, of
their Chich Exceutive cfficer, has bern the appre
bension of tumults and disorders, which might in
velve i ruim the cntire Governaent A securnty
azainst thus, 15 found not only i the fact before al
luded to, sut i the addiuonal fact thar, we live nn-
ior a coniederacy embiucing abieady twenty-six
States; no one ot which has power 10 control the
cicction.  I'he popular vote in cah Sate 1s taken
al the time appomisd by the laws, and such vole s
avaounced by s Electioral Coitege, without refer-
| cuce to the decision of the other States. e 1ight
of suffrage, und the mnode of conducting the election,
i3 reguiated by the laws oi cach State : and the elve-
won s distietly {ederative 1 all s promient fea-
tuers. T'has 1t s that, vabike what wight be there.
sults under a consoludated system, riotous proceedings,
should they prevanl, could ouly uffi et the eleedions
in single States, without distuibing, to ury danger-
0US exlent, the tratquility of othezs. ‘L he great ex-
periment of a political contederacy —cach membes

S of which 1s supreme—as to ail matiers appertaining

to 1ts local wterests, and s miernal prace and hap-
piess,—while by a voluntary compact with others,
it confides (o the united power of all, the protection
[O! 1ts citizens, 10 matters not domestic—has been so
crowned with compicte success. I'ne world
hias witnessed its 1apid growti in wealth wna popu-
lation; aad, under e garde and direction of a su-

@8 perintending Providence, the aevelopments of the

8 past may be regarded but as the shadowing forth of
the mighty future. In the biight prospects of that
buture, we shall find, as patriots and philanthropists,
tae highest inducementy 1o cultivate and cherish a

love of union, aud to fiown down every measure or |
@B« ffort wiich may be made to

alienate the States, or
the Pcople of the Suates, 1a sentiment and fecling,
fromn each other. A rigl and cluse aoherence 1o
the terms of our poliical cumpact. and, above alj,
A sucred observauce of the guaiantics of the Consti-

great benefits of our system of Government be ex-
tended to now distant and uninhabited regions. In
view of the vast wilderness yet to be reclaimed, we
may well invite the lover of freedom, of every land,
to take up his abode among us, and assist us in the
great work of advancing the standard of civilization,
aud giving a wider spread to the arts and refine-
ments of culiivated life. Our prayers should ever-
more be offered up to the Fatber of the Universe
tor his wisdom to consummate these high purposes

One of the strongest objections which has been
urged against confederacies, by writers on Govern-~
ment, 18, the hability of the members to be tampered
with by toreign Goverments or the People of for
cign States, either 1 their legal aflairs, or in such
as uficeted the peace of others, or endangered the
safety of the whole Confederacy. We cannot hope
ta be wutively ¢xempt ficn such alttempts on our
peace and safety.  'I'he United Siates are becoming
too ueportant in population and resources not to at-
tract the observation of other nations. It, there-

per L, the popular zeal, or to prevem \'iulenH than those of

| fare, may, in the progress of time, occur that opin-
| ions entirely abstract in the States in which they
tmmay prevail, and in no degree affecting their do
. mestie inslitutions, may oe art{uily, but secretly, en-
couraged with a view to undermine the Union.
Such opmions may become the foundation of politi-
i cal parties, until at last, the conflict of opinion, pro~
iducing an alienation of friendly feeling among the
i People of the different States, may involve in one
' general destruction the happy institutions under
"which we live. 1t should ever be borne in mind,
that what 1s true i regard to individuals, is equally
s0 In regard to States.  An interference of one in
the affairs of another, is the fiuitful source of fami
ly dissensions and neighborhood disputes; and the
same cause affects the peace, happiness and pros-
perity of States. It may be most devoutly hoped
that tae guod sense of the American People will
cvet Le ready to repel all such attempts, should they
erer be made.

There has been no material change in our foreign
relations since iy last Annuval Message to Congress
With all the powers of Europe we continue on the
most friendly terms. . Iudeed, it affords me much
satisfaction 1o state, that 2t no former period has the
prace of that enlightened and important quarter of
the globe ever been, apparently, more firmly cstab-
lished. 'I'he conviction that peace is the tiue poli-
cy of nations, would seem to be growing and be-
coming deeper amongst the enlightened every
where ; and there is no people who have a stronger
terest of cherishing the sentiments, and adepting
the means of preserving and giving it permanence,
the Unitec States.  Amongst these,
the first and most effective are, no doubt, the strict
obscrvance of justice, and the honest and punctual
fullilment of all engagements. But it is not to be
lorgotlen that, in the present state of the world, it is
no less necessary to be ready to enforce their obser
vance and fulfilment, in reference to ourgelves, than
te observe and fulfili them, on our part, in regard to
others.

Sice the close of your last eession, a negotiation
has been formally entered upon between the Secre-
tary of State and Her Britannic Majesty’'s Minister
Plenipotentiary and Euvoy Extraordivary residing
at. Washingtou, refative to the rights of their respec-
tive natiors in and over the Oregon territory. That

negotiation s stiil pending.  Should i, duiing
{ your session, be brought to a definitive conclusion,
the result will be prompily communicated to Con-
gress. I would, however, again call your attention
110 the reccommendations contained in previous mes-
!sug:::-, designed to protect and facilitate emigration
to that T'erriory. - T'he establishment of military
posts at suitable points upon the extended line of land
travel, would enable our citizens to migrale in coin-
parative safety to the fertile regions below the falls
{of the Columbia, and make the provision of the
txisting convention for the joint occupation of the
' Ternitory by subjects of Great Biitain, and the citi-
zens of the United States, more avaitable than here-
tofore 1o the latter. ‘These posts would constitute
places of rest for the weary emigrant, where he
would be sheltered securely against the danger of
altack from the Indians, and be enabled to recover
itom the exhaustion of a long line of travel. Leg.
izlative enactments should also te made which
should spread over him the @gis of our laws, so as
‘o afford protection to his person and property when
Lie shall bave reached his distant Lome. In this
latter respect, the British Government has been
wuch more careful of the interests of such of her
people as are to be found in that country, than the
Uuited States. She has made necessary provisioy
for their security and  protection against the acts of
the viciously disposed and lawless; and her emi-
grant reposes in safety under the .panoply of her
laws.  Whatever may be the result of the pending
Legotiation, such measures are necessary. It will
alford me the greatest pleasure to wiiness a happy
and favorable termination to the existing negotiation,
tpon terins compatible with the public bonor; and
the best efforts of the Government will continue to

fution, will preserve the vnion on a foundation which
connot be shaken : while personal libeny is placed !
veyond hazard or Jeopaidy, ‘The gunm'nl‘.-c of re- |
Tiajous freedom, ot the frevdom of the press; of the |
Liberty of speech, of the tril by Juiy, of the habeas |
Ciipus, and of the domestie instituttons of cach off
(h S!zuc-s—lmm::g tie private ciizen in the full {
ise of the high aud ennobling auributes of hisy
naiore, and to each Sute the privilege, which can |
only be judicicusly exested by itself, of cansulting |
the means best calculated to advance its own happi- |
hess;—these are the great and important guarantees
of the Constitution, which the lovers of libetly must |
cherish, and the advocates of uuion must cver cu.‘ti-i
vate. Preserving these, and avoiding all interpola- |
tions by forced construction, under ihe guise of an
nagined expediency, upon the Constitution, the in ;

uce of our political system is destined 1o be as |

vely and as bencficially felt on the distant shores
' the Pacific, as it 1s now on those of the Atiantic
’-an. T'he only formidable nupediments in the
"3y of its successful expansion (time and space) are
0 [ar in the progress of modifj :ution, by the im-

rements of the age, as to reader no louger spec-
2uve the ability. of Representatives from (hat re-
¢ Fegion to come up to the Capitol, so that theiy
'c‘msmmgms shall pqnjcipme in-all the benelits of
¥ ederal legislation.,  ‘Tlius 1t is that, in the progress
! lime, the inestimable principles of civil liberty
“l be enjoyed by millions yet unboin, and the

i
'
i1

be directed to this end.

It would have given me the highest gratification,
in this, my last aunual communication to Congress,
to have been able 1o announce to you the complete
and entire settlement and adjustment of other mat-
ters i difference between the United States and the
Government of Her Britannig Majesty, which
were adverted (0 ina previous meesage, It is so
oLyiously the interest of both countries, in respect
to the large and valuable commerce which exists
between them, that all causes of complaint, howe-

 ver inconsiderable, should be, with the greatest prom

ptitude, removed,—that it must be regarded as cause
of regret, that any unnecessary delays shou!ld be
permitted to intervene. It is true that, in a pecuni-
ary pomt of view, the matters alluded 1o, are, alto-
gether, insignificant in amount, when compared
with the ample resources of that greal nation ; but
they, nevertheless, more particularly that limited

| class which arise under seizures and detentions of

American ships on the coast of Africa, upon the
mistaken supposition indulged in at the time the
wrong was comumitted, of their being engaged in
the sluve-trad-,—deeply affect the scnsibilities of
this Government aud People.  Great Britain hav-
ing recognised her responsibility to repair all such
wrengs, by her action in other cases, leaves noth-
ing to be segretied upon the subject, as to all cases
prior to the Treaty of Washington, than the delay
n muking suitable reparationin such of \hem as

fall plainly within the principle of others, whicn
she has long since adjusted. The injury inflicted
by delays in the setllement.m‘ these claims, falls
with severity upon the mdividual clalm_nn'!s, and
makes a strong appeal to her magnammity and
sense of justice for a speedy settlement.  Other mat-
ters, arising out of the construction of existing trea-
ties, also remain unadjusted, and will continue to be
urged upon her attention. .

T'he labors of the joint commission appointed by
the two Governmenis to run the dividing line, es-
tablished by the Treaty of Washington, were, un-
fortunately, much delayed in the commencement of
the season, by the failure of Congress, at i3 last
scssion, to make a tunely appropniation of funds to
meet the expenses of the American party. and by
other causes,  The United States Commissioner,
however, expresses his expeciation that by ncicas-
cd diligenice and energy, the party witl be atle to
make up for lost tisze,

We continue to receive assurances of the mosi
friendly feclings on the part of all the other Europe-
an powers; with each,and all of whom, it I$ 0 obvi
ously our interest to caltivate the most amicable re-
lutions. Nor can I articipate the occurrence of any
event which would be inkcly, in any degree, to dis
turb those relations. Russia, the great nothein
power, under the judicious sway of hor Emperor,
1s coustantly anvaucing 1n the road ot science and
improvement; while Franee, guided by the coun
cils of her wise sovereign, pursucs a course caleu-
lated to consolidate the general peace.  Spain has
obtained a breathing spell ¢f some duration from
the internal convulsions which bave, through so
many years marred her prosperity; while Austria,
the Netherlands, Prussia, Belgiuin, and the other
powers of Europe, reap a rich harvest of blessings
from the prevailing peacs

I informed the two tlouscs of Congress in wy
message of December last, thal instrucuons had
been given to Mr. Wheaior, our Minister at Ber
lin, to negotiate a treaty with the Gernnanic States
composing the Zoll Verein, it it could be done—
stipulating, as far as it was practicable to accom-
plish it, for a reduction of the heavy and crerons
duties levied on our icbacce, and cther leading arti
cles of agricultural produclion ; and yiclding, iu re-

lurn, on our part a reductior of duites on spneh atti-

'cles, the production of their industry, as should not
come into competiticn, of tul a limited ooe, with
articles the product of our manufacturing wdusury,
The Executive, in giving such instenctions, consid
ered itself as acting in strict eonformity with th.
wishes of Congress, as mads known through seve:
al measures which it had adopted; all directea to
the accomplishment of this importent result.  The
treaiy was, therelore, negouated ; ty which essen-
tial reductions were secured in the duties levied by
the Zoll Verein, on tobucgo, rice and laid, accom
panied by a stipulaticn for he admission of raw
cotton, free of duty. In exchange fer which high-
ly important concessions, a rcauction of duties, un-
posed by the iaws of the United Siates on a variety
. of anticles, most of which were admitted free of all
duty under the act of Congress commouly known
as the Compromise law, aud but few of which
were produced in the United States, was siipuiated
for on our part.  This treaty was commuunicated to
the Senate at an early day of its lust session, but
not acted upon untl near its close ; when, for the
want, as | am bound to persume, of full time to
consider it, it was laid upen the table. Tais proce-
dure had the effect of virtually rejecting ity in conse-
qunce of a stipulation contaied 1 the treaty that its
ratificaiion should be exchanged on or before a day
which has already passed.—ThejExecutive, acting
upon the fair inference that the Senate did not in
tend its absoiute rejection. gave instiuction to our
Minister at Berlin to re-open the negotiation, so far
as to ob'ain an cxtension of time for the exchange
of ratfications. I regret, howaver, to say that his
efforts, in this respeet, have been unsuccessiul. |
am, nevertheless, not without hope that the great
advantages which were intended to be secured by
the trealy, may yet be realized.

I'am happy to inform you that Belgium has, by
an ‘“arrete royale,"” issued in July last, assimi'ated
the flag of the United States to her own, so far as
the direct trade between the two countries is con
cerned. This measure will prove of great service
to our shipping interest; the trade having, hereto-
fore, been carried on chicfly in foreign bottoms, 1
flatter myself that she will speedily resort 105 mod-
ification of her system; relauing to the tobacco trade,
whith weuld decidedly bencfit the agriculture of
the United States, and operate to the mutual advant
age of both countries,

No definitive intelligence has yet been received
from our Minister, of the conclusion of a Treaty
with the Chinese Empire ; but enough is known to
induce the srongest hepes that the mission will be
crowned with success,

With Brazil our relations continue on the most
friendly footing. The commercial intercourse be-
tween that growing Empire and the United States,
is becoming daily of greater importance 1o both ;
and it is the interest of both that the firmest rela.
tions of amily and good will, should continue 1o be
cultivated between them.

The republic of New Grerada still withholds,
nolwithstanding the inost persevening eflorts have
been employed by our Charge d'Affaires, Mr.
Blackfoid, 10 produce a different;resuit—indemnity
in the case of the brig ** Morris.” Aund the Con-
gress of Venezuela, although an arrangement has
been effected hetween our Minister, aod the Minis-
ter of foreign affairs of that goveroment for the
pavment of $18,000, in discharge of 1s liahilities
in the same case— has altogether neglected to make
provision for its"paymert. It is to be hoped that a
sense of justice will soon induce a seitlement of these
claims. %

Our late Minister to Chili, Mr. Pendieton, has
returned to the Unifed States without having eflec-
ted an adjustment in the seconed clim of the
Macedonian, which is delayed on grounds altogeth-
et frivolous and untenable.  Mr. Pendleton’s succes-
sor kas been directed to urge the claim in the stron-
gest terms; and in the event of failure to obtain a
permaanent adjustment, to report the fact to the Ez-
eculive atas carly a day as possible, 0 that the
whole matter may be communicated to Congress.
At your last session, I submitted to the attention
of Congress, the Convention with the Repnblic of !

Peru of the 17th March, 1841, providing for the
adjustment of the cla ms of ciuzens of the United
Siates - gamst that Republic; bui no defmuve se-
tion was taken upon the subjeet. I aguin wvite o
it your attention and prompt action

[o my last Anoual Message, 1 telt it to be my
duty to make known to Congress, in terms both
plain and emphatic, my opinion in regard to the
war which has so long vxisted between Mexico and
Texas; which, since the bautle of San Jacinto, lias
consisted alicgether of predutory incursions, attend.
ed by circumstances revolung to humanity. [ re-
prat now, what [ then said, that, alter cight years
of feeble and inelfectuul efforts to recover Texas, it
was time that the war should have ceased. The
Unued States bad a direet interest 1 the question.
The contiguity cf the two nations to eur terrtory
was but-too weil calculated to involve our peace
Unjust suspicions were engendered in the mind of
ooe: or the other of the belligerents against us; and,
ug a necessary conscquence, Anmierican interests were
made (0 suffer, and our peace became daily endan-
gered.  lo addition to which, it must bave Leen |
obvious to all that the exhaustion produced by thie
war. subjested both Mexico and Texas to the wter-
ference of other poweis; which, without-the inter-
pesition of this Government, might eventuaie i &he
most serious wjury to the Unned States. This Go
vernment, Dom tme o ume, exerted s friendly
offices to bring aboutl a terminauon ot hLostilities up-
on terms honorable alike to both the bilhgerents.
Lis efforts i tins benalt proved unavaiing.  Mex
co seemed, almost without an object, to persevere n
the war, and no other aliernative was lgjt the Exe-
cutive but to take advantage of the wellknown dis-
positions of Texas, and 10 nvite her 10 enter into a
treaty for annexing her territory to that of the Uni-
ed States,

Since your last session, Mexico has threatened to
renew tie wa., and has eilier made, or proposed to
wake, formdable preparations for invading Texas.
She has 1ssued decrees and proclamations, prepara-
tory io the commencemesntol hosulities, fuli of threats,
tevolting to numanity ;and which, if carried into ef-
feci, would arouse the attention of all Chuistendom,
This new demounstration of feeling, there istoo much
reason 1o believe, has been produced in consequence
of the negotiation of the late treaty of annexation
with Texas. ‘I'he Executive, therefore, could not
ve indiffercat to such proceedings; and it felt it to
be due, as well to itself, as to the hionor of the coun-
try, that a streng representation should be made to
the Mexican Government upon the subject.  1his
was accordingly done ; as will be scen by the copy
i the accompanying despareh from the Secrelary
of State to the Uniled States Envoy at Mexico.—
Mexico has no 1ight to jeopard the pewee of the
world by urging any longer, a useless and fruitless
coutest.  Such a condiion of things woeuld not be
tolerated ou the Eurepean continent.  Why should
be oa this? A war of desolation, such as is now
threatencd by Mexico, cannot be waged without in~

have conducted such a negotiation ; and to have uns
dertaken i, would have been an sssumption ejual-
ly revoling to the pride of Mexico and Texas, and
subjectmg us to the charge of arrogance; while to
have proposed in advance of annexation, to satisfy
Mexico to: any contingent interest she might have
in Texas, would have been to have treated Texas,
not as an independent power, butas a mere depen-
dency of Mexico.  'T'his assumption could not bave
been acted on by the Executive, without setting at
defiance vour own solemn deelaraiion that that Re-
public was an independent State.  Meyico had, i
15 true, threatened war against the United States, in
the event the Treaty of Anuexation was ratified.—
The Execuuve couid not permit itscif to be infly-
eiced by this thicat.  Itrepresented an this, the
spirit ol our People, who are ready to sacrifice
much for peace, bet nothing to intimidation. A war,
under any circumstances, is greatly to be deplored,
and the United States is the last nation o desire it ;
but if, as the condition ¢! peace, it be required of us
to forego the unquestionable right of treating with
an mdependent power, of our own Continent, upon
matters highly mteresting 1o both, and that upon a
vaked and unsustained pretension of claim by a
third power, 1o coutrol the frec-will of the power
with whom we treat-—devoted as we may be o
peace, and anxious to cultivate [ricudly relations
with the whole world, the Exccutive daes not hes- -
itate to say that, the People of the United S:ates
would Le ready 1o brave ail consequences, sooner
than submit to such condition.  But no apprehen-
sion of war was cotertained By the Executive ) and
L must express frankly the opinion that, had the
T'reaty beon ratified by the Senate, it would have
Leen fuilowed by a prompt sculement, to the entire
satislaction of Mexico, of every matter in diffi-renes
| between the two countrics.  Secing then that new
! preparatious for the hostile invasion of Texas were
aboul to be adopted by Mexico, and that these were
brought about because T'exas bad adopted the sug-
gestious of the Executive upon the subject of An-
nexation, it could not passively hiave folded its arms
and permitted a war, thrcatened to be accompanied
by every act thateould mark a barbarous age, to be
waged agamst her, becauvse she had denc so.

(ihier cousilerutions of a contiolling character
influenced the course of the Executive. 'I'he trea-
ty which had thus been negotiated, had failed to re-
ceive the raufication of the Senate. Oune of the
chief objections which was urged agains! i1, wes
found 1o consist in the fuct, that the question of an-
nexation had not been submitted to the ordeal of
public opinicn in the United States.  However un-
tenable such an ebjection was esteemed to be, in
view of ihie unquestionabie power of the Executive
to negotiate the treaty, and the great and lasiung
interests involved in the guestion, I felt it to be my
duty to submit tue whole suljeet to Congress as
the best expounders of popular scntiment, .~ No de-
finitive action haviag becn wken on the subject by
Congress, the question relerved nselt direcily to the

volving our peace and tranquillity. It isidle to be-
hieve that such a war could be locked upon with
ndifference by our own citizens, inhakiting adjoin.
ing States; and our neutrality would be violated,
inn despite ot all efforts on the part of the Govern-
ment Lo prevent it T'he country is settled by emi-
grints from the United States, under mviations
held cutto them by Spamn and Mexico. Those
emigrants have left behind them friends and rela-
tives who wouid not fail 0 sywpathise with them
in their dithiculties, and who wonld be led by those
sympatbics to pariicipate in- their struggles, howe-
ver energelic the action of the Government to pre-
vent it.  Nor would the cumerous and form:dable
bands of ludians, the most warlike to be found i
any land, which occupy the extensive regions-conti-
guous 1o the States of Arkansas and Missouri, and
who are i possession of large tracts of counlry
within the himits of Texas, be hikely to remain pas-
sive.  The 1nchinauous of Lose numetous tribes
lead them wmvantly o war whenever pretexts cx-
ist.

Mexico had no just ground of displeasure against
this Government o3 Pe ople for negotiating the trea-
ty. ~ What interest of hers was affected by the trea-
ty ? She was despoiled of nothing, since Texas
was forever lostto her.  The independence of Tex-
as was recognized by several of the leading pow-
ers of the earth,  She was free to treat—free to
adopt her own jine of policy—fiee to take the course
Which she bihieved was best caleulated to secure
her happiess. Heo Government and People  de-
cided on annexatien to the Unted States; and the
Executve saw, in the acquisition of such a ternito
1y, the means oi advancing their permanent happi-
ness and glory.  What piinciple of good faith then
was violated 7 whut rule o pohtical morals tram-
pled under toot?  So far as M xico herself was
conceined, the micasure should have been regarded
by her as highly beneficial. Her mnability to re-
conquer Texas had been exiibited, 1 repeat, by
cight—row nine—years ot fruitless and ruinous
coutest.  1n the meantime. Texas has been grow-
ing m population and resources. Emig:aton has
flowed mto her territory. from all parts of the world,
i a current which continues to increase 1 sirength,
Mexico requites o permanent boundary between
that young republic znd hersel.  Texas, at no dis-
tant day, if she coutinues separate and detache d
from the Uuited States, will mevitably seck to con
solidate her strength by udding to her domain the
contiguous proviuces of Mexico. The spirit of re-
voll from the conirol of the Cemral Goveranent
has, heretofore, manifested nsel! in some of those
provinces ; and it is fair o inler that they would be
wehned to take the first favorable opportuniy to
proclaim theii independence, and 1o form close al-
frances with Texas.  The war would thus be end-
less; or, 1f cessaticns of hostilities should occur, they
would culy endure for a scason.  The mtercsis of

| seem o require it

decision of the States and 1he People  The great
popular clection which has just terminated, afforded
the best opportunity of ascestaining the will of the
States, aud the Peeple upen it.  Pending that jssue,
it became the imperative duty of the Executive to
inform Mexico that the question of annexaticn was
still bcfore the American People, and that until
therr decision was pronousced, any serious jnva-
sion of Texas would be regarded as an auempt 1o
forestall their judgment, and could nosy be jooked
vpon with indiffercace. I am most happy to inform
you, that o such invasion has taken place; and E
trust that whatever your action may be upen _it,
Mexico will see the importance of deciding the
malter by a resert to peaceful expedients, “in pre-
fercoce to those of arms.  The decision of the Peo-
ple and the States, on this great and interesting
subject, has been decisively manifested.  The ques-
tion cf annexation has becu presented nakedly 1o
their cousideration. By the treaty iself, all collat-
eral end incidental issues, which were calculated 1o
divide and distract the poblic councils, were cares
fully avoided. "T'hese were Ift 1o the wisdom of
the future to dcterimine It presented, 1 Tepeut,
the 1solated question of annexation; and in that.
form 1t has becr submitted to the ordeal of public
seniment A controlling majority of the People,
and a large majority of the States, have declared
i favor of imincdiate annexatien. Ipstructions have
thus come up to both branches of Congress, from
their respective constituciits, in terins the most em-
pbatic. It is the will of both the pcople and the
Staies, that Texas shal! te arnexed to the Unien
promptiy and immediately. It may be hoped thay,
In carrying into execution the publlic will, thus de-
clared, all collateral 1ssues may be avoided. Fa-
ture Legislatures can best decide as to the number
of Stales which should be formed out of the ter-
ritory, wheun the time has ariived for deciding that
queston.  So with all othiers. By the wreaty, the
United States assumed the payment of the debts of
Texas, to an amount not excceding 810,000,600;
to be paid, with the exception of a sum faling short
ot 400,000, exclusively ont of the prodeeds of the
sales of her public lauds.  We could nat, with hon-

or, teke the jands, without assuming - the full pav-

ment of all incumbrances upon them.

Nothing bas oceurred since your last session, to

induce a doubt that the dispositivas of T'exas remain

unaltered.  No intimatiou of an aitercd determina-

tion, on the part of her Goveinment and People,

has been furnished to the Executive,  She still de-

sires to throw hersell under the protection of cur

laws, and to partake of the blessings of cur federa-

tve systemn ; while every Awmarican interest would

T'he extensicn of our coast-wise

and foreign trade, toan aimount alimest incalculalle

—the cnlargement of the maiket of our manufuc-

tures—-a coustantly growing market for cur agri-

cultural producticus—sakiy to our frontiers, and

M xico, therefore, could in ncthing be beter con
sulted thun in a peace with her neighbors, which
would resultin the esiablishment of a permanent
boundary.  Upon the raufication of the treuty, the
Executive was prepared to treat with her on the
most liberal basis.  Hence the boundaries of Texas
were deft undefined by the treaty.  The Execuive
proposed to seule these upon terims that ali the
world should have pronounced just and reasonable
No negotiation upen that point could have been un-
deitaken between the United States and Mexico, in
advance of the raufication of thetreaty,  We should
have had no right—no power-—no authority, to

additional strength and stability to the Unjon,—1hese
are the results which would 1apidly develope therm-
selves, upon the consmamation of the mcasure of an-
nexation.  In such event, I will not deubt but that

Mexico would find her tiue interest to consist in

meeting the advanees of ihis Government in a spirit

it of amity. -

Nor do I apprebend any serious complaiot from

any other guaiter; no sufficient ground exists for
such complaint.  We should interfere in yo respect

with the rights of any other nation. T'liere caunot

be gathered from the act any design on our part 1o

do so with their possessions on this Contlinenl i=
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