Jipek, P, D. Drder, or Registersd Letter.

U

, tion. While we rejoice at the selection
/ of Gov Vance, wecannot but feel a regret
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THESENATORIAL QUESTION SET
TLED.

in ke T -moeratie- caucns on Wednes-
Ciyont, t oy Venss wie aUminwed by
* s United States Senstor, an d
38 451 Mr Moritg, the nomin ation
was made unanimous. Mr Msrrimon bad
written & letter of withdrawal a few days
before, snd so Gev Vance bad no opposi-

at the retirement of Jadge Merrimon,
whe bas msdesuch afaithful and attentive
Senator. Gov Vance was our choice
above all others in the State, and will
stand as the peer of any Senator in the

North Carolina and the entire Soauth,
are gratified at his additiooal elevation,and
will watoh his course with the keenest inter-
est. He already ranks as one of the most
powerful and effective debaters in the na-
tion, and we predict for him = oareer of
unosual success and splendor. No man
ever born in North Carolina, has had
more or greater hooors showered upon
him, and pablic expectation will be diffi-
cult no doubt to fill. Of one thing we
feel sure, and we say it with State pride,
that North Carolina has now the two
most thrilling speskers and brilliant
Benators of any commonwealth in the
land. The election will formally take
place next Tuesday. !

: Joe Turner bolted ana@ refused to vote
for Moring who was the caucus nominee
for Speaker. The Democrats then turp-
ed him out of the caucus, by a vote of 50

to 29 Trrear mede & two hours

Ep et -'.h._ and *¢aacpabl 0 suppose

he ase . @ Ccu Lany “onns words” with-
n oLnat P s '

¥ 10 - igh, one of

'y ), recently

died ip Baltimore where he had gone to
receive medical sttention. Within ooly
a few weeks the citizens of Raleigh have
borne to their Iast resting places, Bat
Moore, Seaton Gales and D M Carter,
three of the purestand most distinguish-
ed patriots of North Carolina,
e

The message of Governor Vance to the
Legislature is an able and valuable State
docoment. The language is plaio and to
the point, and the suggestions will no
doubt have great influence upon the Le-
gislature, His remarks upon the State
debt, particularly, are most admirable.

s Bt ——————,

‘Judge Ache has beer quite ill at his

home, in Wadesboro’, but is now conva-

leacing, and it is hoped oan soon be pres-

ent at the session of the Bupreme Court.
—_————————— - &~ P——

Cor Jemx L Brown—Mr Brown, of
Mecklenburg, on the 9th inst., introduced
a regolution on the Btate debt question.
It bes appeared in several exchanges in
several forms, more or less, umlike the
t1ue one, and in order to put him correct-
Jy ob the record we print the resolution :

“Resolved by the Honse of Representa-
tives, the Scpate doncurring. That a
committee of eight upon the part of the
House and five on the part of the Senate,
be sppointed to which shall be referred
all resolutions and bills in regard to the
public debt.”

The resclation simply raises a commit-
tee to facilitate the considerafion of the
mags of bills and resolutions that are al-
ways introduced on tbis subject.— Raleigh
Observer.

PRAWAL — Raleigh, Jan 1st 1879.

To the Democratic Caucus : My friends
bave accertained that whatever may be
tke popular desire for my re-election to
the Senate of the United States, causes
and ix luences have been brought to bear,
that will prevent my re-election.

1 bave no desire L0 disturb the quiet of
the Democratio party by further contest
over the SBenatorship, and hence, beg my
friends not to mention my name further
now in that conneetion.

I beg to express my most grateful
thanks to friends in and out of the Leg-
islature who have so génerounsly and ear-
pesitly manifested interest in my behalf.
I can never cease 0 remember them
wilh feelings of gratitude and deepest
pleasure, and I venture to trust that
they will not bave occasion to régret the
cor fidence that they have reposed in me.

A S MzeRIMON,.
—Raleigh Observer.

As Merrimon has withdrawnp, and he
bhas no other opponent worthy the name,
we bave no doubt that by tbis time, Zeb
Vance bas once more been elected Uhai-
ted States Senator from North Carolina.
This time he will go through, as he is no
longer disabled, buta “loyal and true"
American, and the peer of any man in
the Senate.—Richmond (Vsa) State.

——— e ———

It is mot surprising that 80 many con-
gressmen are ill. The ventilation of the
House would kill « mule in six months.
Besides, the whisky is bad.—Memphis
Avalanche,

“I've got it at lest,” said the person
who bad been ocoughing for morths and
who found the cough subdued by a bot-

. Both have Leen remsrkably successtul.

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

To the Honorable, the General .Assembly
of North Carolina.

In comphisuce with tbe constitution and
time bonored custom of my predecessors,
I bave the honor to grest you as'the
represedlalives g'th‘wﬂ: sud v goo:
fer with you 1o Tegatd 0 'Lhe suate ol our
Commonwealth. 'lqnﬁ'ﬁ_’q.uui.iu desi
roae of serviog well Big Biute, Lhe meel-
iog of tbe General bly is always
the oceasion of rejoioing, a8 it not .only
brings to his sid the wise couansels of
Liegsigtors fresh from their constituents,
but relieves him of much embarrassing
responsibility ; 1 therefore welcome you
to Lhe eapital aud promise to ‘co-operate
most beartily with you in devising
means L0 promote the public good.

Ivis knuwns to you that owing to
causes whieh I need mot bere attempt to
elucidate, tbe people of the Ugited ELates
—and in & greal measure of the civilized
world—have been for some years past,
aod silll are, passing through a period ot
mosi remsarkable fioancial wronble, pro-
dacing everywhere much distress and
even disaster. Of course North Caroli-
bas shared these calamities and’ her
prosperity has bevn retarded, as that of
others. Bat I Believe I can truthfully
say Lbat she bas suffrered as litile, if not
less by these hard times thap her sisters.
Looking at tb» =hela State ana compar-

10g ber cond ! . re
sbundass réc-on o b Lbacio and w 58 |
" The crops 4! the lssit =0 tos s have
beem excelle:: ard Lbhe wieene o ecubsigt-

ence have 4., beou wvure abunaang
and chesp. The industry of vur people
bas been totally increased and diversifi.
ed ; their farms, siock, and agriculiaral
implements show considerable improve.
ment ; and while the production of our
cash staples has steadily enlarged, the
amount of breadstuffs purchased abroad,
has visibly diminished.

Remembering that North Carolina 1is
pre-eminently an agricaltaral State,
your legislation should be direcfé@ to-
wards the improvement of that interest
mainly. Io this connection I beg to call
your attention to the fact that the first
aod perhaps the greatest need of an ag
riculvural people, thinly scatiered over &
wide extent of territory, is that of good
bighways aod easy transporiation for
pergons and producits. As a general rule
from the lowland belt westward the
bighways of our State are as bad, if not
worse, than any to be found in the
Auantic Siates. The old system of lo-
cating them and keeping them in repair,
adopted by oor fathers more than a hun-
dred years ago, ie still in use, though its
utter inefficiency for nearly that length
of time bas been apparent. Of the in.
convenience, cost and depressing tenden-
oy upon all industry which such roads
occasion, I need not stop to remind you ;
I shall only beg your earnest atteation
to the necessity for a change, and ex-
prees my decided opinion that no perma-
Dent prosperity need be expected unlees
this grievous evil is remedied. Certain
grest leading thoroughfares through the
most convenient centres, and all pouring
inLo the nearest railroad lines, might be
cheaply and thorougly constructed by
convict labor, the counties through
which they paas supporting the con-
viots.

I am happy to be able to state that an

increased interest is &nif@swd ong all
ciasses 1o popular eaddsuvn, 8 ig 1

believe, mainly due to the action of the
Iast Legislature in appristing money for
the establishment of normal schools. In
acoordance with the law, the board of
education establisbéd one for the whites
at tbe Uuviversity, und decided to locate
one for the blacks at Fayetteville, in a
building tendered by the colored people
of-that plage. They were established on
somewhat different systems, regard be-’
ing bad to the circumstavces of each
race. It was considered tbal the white
race had already many educated teach-
ers who simply needed instruction in the
art of teaching, while the blucks needed
teachers instructed in both the elements
of learning aud the art of teaching. For
the one therefore, a 8ix weeks school was
held at Chapel Hill, during the summer
vacalion, and for the other & permanent
school was established iu Fayetteville.

I sincerely hope the appropriation for
both schools may be renewed, and the
law be made to embrace both sexes.
For though females bave attended both
schools by permission, yet the board of
education did not feel at liberty to ex-
pend any State money in their aid, which
appeared a little ungallant for so Christ-
ian & people as ours, who are 8o weil
aware tbat as a geoeral role our fomale
teachers are beiter than the male, -

Bonurd of Agriculture,—The establish-
ment by the last Legislature, in purso-
ance of the constitution, of & department
of agriculture, was a very important step
indeed to the welfare of this State. As
was to have been expected the law has
in some respects proven defective, and
will require some amending at your
hands, but in the main it is an admirsble
one. Lt is the first special effort ever
made in the direct interest of agriculture
&nd bas bedn bailed by our farming peo
ple with great satisfaction. So far, this
puredu has coss the peuple 5. sl
tax on the license to sell fertilizers hav.
ing yielded sufficient revenue for all its
purposes.

Special attention has been given to
the analyziog sod classification of fer.
tilizers, including marls; 10 the re slock-
ing of our rivers with fish, and the prep-
aration of a band book of informsation
concerning the State and its resources.
Much good bas been effected I am sure,
and an interest excited that will lead to
still more. A serious drawback to fisbh
propagstion is the numerous dams and
obstructions of the streams ; and public
sentiment is in many places prevented
from bearing upon the ownpers ol these
obstruotions by the sneers of the igno
rant and ineredulous. This will disap-
pear when the results are seen and the
laws passed iu aid of this important mat-
ter will then be helped in their exccu
tion by a wiser popular opinion.

As to the work of the agricaltural
bureau, I desire to call your attention tu
the subject of our forests, Depleted ss
they are, our {orests are to day, perhaps
worth more iotriosically, properly man-
aged, than the lands rhey stand upon ;
whilst the value of those, especially
which shadow the highlands round abont
the sources of our river is simply ineal-
culable considered with reference to.rain-
falls, destructive floods, &c. The proof
of this is plain to any one who bas ob-
served the condition of those valleys,
whose billsides have been entirely strip-
ped of timber, and converted into' ‘that
shame of Southern agriculture—old fields;
and yet, in the face of the increasing val-
ue of timber, and the decressing value of
the lands from whieh it is rathlessly
swept, the destruction goes oOm.  Many
counties already feel the evil keenly, and

Ve of Dr Bull’s Cough Byrup. 25 ots.
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be not spplied, the outcry will be gener-
al. I confess I do not see my way clear
to that remedy. I am aware of the dif-
ficuity and the danger of interfering
wilb Lhe owner’s legal right to do wbat
be plenses with his own. If he sees
proper to cat down sil bis timber, dry

| up the springe which feed our sireams,

and precipitate his soil into their chan-
nels, cbanging their carrents snd delo-
giug all the low landsbelow bhim, and im
poverishing bimself and bis cbildren, I
can’t see how be is to be bindered. But
tbe people of other nsations are finding
means by bonuses, exemption from tax
ation and other devices to restore the
forests and denuded lsnds ; and many of
our counties are adopting laws wijth re-
gard to inclosing the lands, the effect
which is to reduce the expenditure of
timber. As guardians of the interest of
an agricuitaral people, I commend thie
whole subject to your serious attention,
I call your specihl attention to the re-
pors of Ur Liedoux, directer of the fertil-
izer central station. It is gratifying 1o
the extreme, you will perceive, that the
quality of the fertilizers sold in the State
bas steadily improved, and the murked
value of the improvement amouutis to
more than $100,000 in two yeare! This
is caused voviouely by the faol that,
knowing their wares were. to be subject
to a rigid scientiffc test, the dealers were
careful to make them come upto the
mark, and many others have quit the

market altogethe: : 1
am bappy to say th the affairs of the

penitentiary and the two asylnms have
been well mauaged by their respective
boards, and are in & satisfactory coadi-
tion. The Deafand Dumb and Blind
Asylum makes perhaps a more satislac-
tory exhibit than it has ever done since
its establishment. With a large increase
of pupils there has been a decrease of 16
per cent. in the total of expenses. As you
will see by the superintendent’s report,
with a redaced appropriation from former
years, the board of this inostitutlon have
saved $15,056.12 out of the amount, with
which they have erected an elegant and
much needed sddition to the main build
ing, at a cost of $7,576.55, and bave still
to vheir oredit in the ‘Lreasury $7,489 57.
Though results have not been quite so
sat.sfactory with the Insane Asylam, yet,
on the whole, it has done well. Notwith-
standing the number of inmates have io-
creased, and aome extraordinary and cost-
ly improvements have been made, expen
ses have been kept down, and it bas lived
within ite appropriation. I recommend
that the board be authorized to baild on
the grounds a separate reidence for the
superintendent, and that bis pay be fixed
in cash, as are the salaries of all the other
priocipal officers of the various instita-
tions of the State. I also recommend the
repeal of section 29, chapter 6, of Bat-
tle's revision, nnder which the State pays
for transporting all patients to and from
the asylam, to whom the clerks of the Sa-
perior Courts will give & certificate that
they have not property sufficient to pay
their own expenses. Under that act the
State is often imposed upon shamefally.
It is the natore of public charities to in-
vite such abuses, custom legitimizes them,
and they become a base for still greater
abuses. The only safe way is to use the
knife promptly on their firat appearanc
The work on the Wgstern Insane As: -
lam has been fully commensarate wi:
the iati The wreporsof &
commissioners Wwill give all the pertiy
lars.. No work ever undertaken for t
State has been done better or more ches
ly, and whea finished, all its sarroundings
considered, it will, in the opinion of many,
be the most desirable institution of the
kind in the United Btates./ I trust thata
sufficient appropriation will be made to
finish the wing now so mnear completion,
and farnish it for the reception of pa-
tients. -This can be done at an early pe-
riod of the summer of 1880, and will give
much relief to many distressiog cases
which cannot find room in the asylum at
Raleigh. ‘
The Penitentiary.—The penitentiary
system of dealing with our criminals is
comparatively new in this State, and as it
is now by far the most ocostly of all onr
institations, and is almost daily becoming
more 80, everything pertaining to itis
deserving of your earnest attention., The
main 1dea of such a system is to punish
coffenders with hard labor, eéither to re-
form or deter them and others from the
commission of crime. The economic
problem is to make this labor sapport the
institation, Tae plan adopted at present
i8 much more than doing this if the work
being done by the conyicts was paid for
in cash. The number of convicts now on
band and their distribution is shown by
the report of the very competent and en-
ergetic board of directors and superin-
tendent, sent herewith. The able force
kept iu the ercloture has been constantly
employed upon the walls and buildioge,
sod by placiog cash valuation upon the
work doue, it will be seen that they have
earned handsome wages over and beyond
their keep. The returns from those en—
gaged on the various railroads show great
er wages, valuing their work by engineers’
estimates. Tngaa estimates are very lib-
eral toward the company for wkom the
work is done, yet it will bé seen that the
convicts bave earned more than foar times
the minimum fixed by the Legislatare at
i ies should be cbarged.

Sphnise
Value of Conviet Liabor.—From this we
may draw some valuable conclusions :

1. That conviet labor is almost il nét
quite as valuable for road coustraction as
bired labor. :

2. That conviet labor is more valpable |

used in this kind of work than employed
at trades and mechanical work in ' close
confinement.

3. That the health and general tone of
the convicts is better in outdoor work.
Iufluenced by these considerations, I am
indaced to say that, itis our policy Lo
provide labor for them on public works
ultogetber, after the completion of the
peoitentiary buildiogs, leaving within its
, walls only sach as from feebleness or the
uature of their crimes cannot be sent ont-
side. ln addition to the completion of
the roade begun by the Siate, and to
which labor bas been already assigned,
{bere are a numbear of local railroads and
turopikes greatly desired in meny parts
of the S:ate, and valuable swamp lands to
be drsined, at which convicts might be
employed with great profit to the State,
the coanties or commuaities sapporting
ube convicts. I'think that whenever any
county or community will obtain a eharter
for building a rallroad or a turnpike, or
drainiag a swamp or dyking & river, snd
will undertake to support the bands they
sbould be given the convict lsbor. There
are many ferfile-valleys of greater or less
axtent, bo . from zrailroad facilitiee,
such a8 the great yalley of the Yadkin
from Salisbury to Pastterson, where wall-:
to-do farmere I am sure would be induced
t> attempt the bilding of marrow gange
railroads if they were given the necessary
labor; and many excellent tarnpikes
‘would be conetructed as feeders to our
railroads, and meny rich awamps might

not mapy years hence, if some remedy

be drained in the same manner. Ia this
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way the in i -wt of the penitentia-
ry would be kept down, snd a vast bevefit

to the be aveomplisbed.
Bnilrm ablic works

' bave
been pushed m with snd
ecosomy. I exceedingly the

mansgement not been able to have
the cars on the Western North Carolios
Ruilroad ranning geross the Blae Ridge
by this time, ns was confidently expeocted

in the nature of the couotry aad the in-
safficiency of funds Nsked labor cen
jmake little  io snch work as cut-
ting & railroad tragk through our Wes-
tern mouptuing, yemded by all the mod-
ers appliances: and| material now used i

such operations, spd which cost mofe
money, than the y could command.
Owing to ' the gical peculiarities of
the formations jgh which the track is
cut, vast slides th and rock, some of
them as great s§ n acres of surface,
bave been oo y falling into “the
track as fast as it euld be removed. Bat
the work is now t done, daylight is
nearly through' the| great tunnel. In a
few weeks from thiy day the engine will

pass the stumdiit, god the track can be
completed to dville by mid-
summer. A

O vivg 100 g*tTA0 ST e treasury,
I dic¢ nou Price g .+ whole 2300t of
iron wiens L wis rized | law to
buy, thongh g-& | apted & Jdoso b
Llh-_iﬂ . ) as b - ait BJ
.l%nt Vi ali] . L —reore
parche the 0ose 2! the who.c ing &
little © 75808 Ths remainder of the
approp.: o w W '_1--.r.*.- th rn 3008~
eary to re:ch  sic lis ould
rise gres. i ® Llicw. sy suo le-

ports of Msj Wilson, presideus, it will be
seen that the earnings, by his estimates as
engineer, of 427 hapds (about the average
number furvished Bim) have been nearly
$100,080 per anoum, or $200.000 for the
years 1877-'78, beiag about $236 00 per
annam, per hand grpes. Tho_ cost of sup-
porting, guardiog snd overseeing them
bas been for the same time about $98,000
Thoeir heslth has excellent. As near-
ly w8 can be sscertaided their net earnings
doducting everytbi and inclading the
sick, the women rll others not al
work on the read|from any cause, is
121 50 per hand.

Qo the whole the|experiment of con-
structing that road by the ocomvict labor
bes besn & success. lihope it will be con-
tinaed, the number ¥pt up and every
necessary step taken! by your body to
finish the road to its Western connections
a8 heretofore agreed fpon.

The squad of hancd employed on the
Georgis and North (§rolina Railroad has
finished grading o town of Murpby,
in Cherokee county. #I have received no
official report of the fork.

Col L © Joves, prgident of the Wes-
tern Railroad, makeda very flattering re-
port of the progress$f the work done by
vhe convicts on his Hne. Haviog deter-
mined to extend it ja the direction of
Greensbora, the ny begsan work at
ornear Kgyptin Muwgh, 1878, with 100
convicts, and there is§ good prospect of

soon seeing this completed to | © _ =
Greensboro. It will cpen out & fine see- | tioD to Be ' - «ivu s2d be done
tion and be a greal tapefit to the country :“-h 1t. . el IL Sl &' Wg“‘ 18
R T to Fayetteyille | known & ©. < anin. = o far
bands oun 1h. |sethesp wre eonecerned,
~u i §— por bes. |mY opin: - 4 your prede-
Newwow Guuge | 0O880TS, —that they

b , .. ]Lm mt W or

<> grediv, | EOTAIE, lvsrySm
N0 vn L, g r'y Morth R '. fractior e or ated to the
ua nauroad. Krom that point to Lenoir, | Btate’s - - . waeute’ by bee, For
the greater part of \the grading is done, | ©0® I vow my real @ oco-operate

and the work is binf pushed with ener-
gy- They bave beed farnished with fifty
convicts, and the mmber has been kept
up. I cordially coltwend thie enterprise
to your favor. -

1v is reaching onf h & direclion per-
baps more imporigntto the wellare of the
State than that oi;ny other railroad, ex-
cept the Western North Carolina. It not
only points towards the most remarkable
and extensive iron atd copper mines in
the South—Cramberry and the Ore Knob
—but dlso the sal§, lime and plaster de-
posite of Washington county, Virginia,
the cheap importation of which would
probably do more ¥0 renovate the agri-
cultare of our State than anything which
could perhaps be devised. I regret to
say that work oo the Spartanburg &
Asheville Railroad 'his been suspended,
just aa it has attained the crossing at the
Blue Ridge into the beautifal valley of the
French Broad. Two hundred hands had
been kept with ih#t company under =
contract made befort I came into office, at
& small hire, whick contract was respec-
ted by my board) until laat September,
when findiog the!wmpany in a failing
condition, and afable to pay, the bands
were withdrawn,land placed on the Wes—
tern North Carplina work, beyond the
ridge.

The Atlantic £ North Carolina Rail-
road has been @mvironed with difficulties
ever since my adceasion to otfice, some of
which were called 60 the attention of the
last Liegisistarst & sait began in the State
courts to impeach the validity of the
mortgage bonds, on the ground of usary,
was followed by a counter sait in the

Federal . " 1@ mortgage
and sell - Ly re at length
bl:n cilo‘: b i which it is
¢ | maile TRy Tow '
me:&gill £ l:l?ulm.m
aceamn. ' - 1 teg , [anded, and
time of | -« L=l oe bondhol-
ders s« bonde and
coupon

Navigavie .. -.. gratifying to-

see that the generalj government has be-
gun to take an in t in the improve-
ment of oor navigeble waters. Surveys
of the Neuse, the Yadkin and the Cataw-
ba are in progress or contemplation; and
if reported npon favaably, I would sug-
gest that & reeolation of your honorasble
body in this behaf would materially
strengthen the handsof our representa—
tives in Congress in gbtaining the neces-
sary sppropristions, |

Fioancial. —The teasurers’ report will
engage your earneat attention. You will
8ee that whilst. the mtmost economy has
been practiced, yet the fands in bis bands
bave not been |ul1'om to ‘meet all the
objeots provided by law. The reasom is
simply that the laskLegislature increased
the wppropriations without increasiog the
taxes. Bat little over half of the $140,000
appropriated to buy iron for tho Western
North Carolina Bailroad has been ex-
pended, none of the$20,000 appropriated
Lo the colored imsane asylnm, whilst §15,~
000 of the sam given to the Western in-
sane asylum wee pmd out.of this year's
taxes., All other amall items whieb counld
be 8o postponed have been carried over
1nto this year's scocunt in order that the
tressarer should net be compelled to bar-
row. This deficieney, it will be moted, is
only in regard to tbe special appropria-
tions, and s to some extemt attributable
"0 the lengtlhening of the fisoal year from
Ocwober to Jan It is to be regret-
ted, and I bave no doubtis very sur-
prising to the finance committeer of the
last General Assembly, whe thought the

when yoar adjourned. No
energy or rmin bas been want- | OP!
ing, bat iosuperable obatacles were found

“_—‘J.—'———J"'V’" il e

 last session, and which give rise to ques-

 Uourt of Gnuilford county, and when at

i ield sufficient revenue;
:.n::l t;::|i:::.]:ld,yand more, under & befter
scheme of assessment. I capnol conceive
it poasible to devise one which would op
erste more uneqi“".?s aojustly or preja-
dicially to tbe treasury. The rale for
every connty, LOWD and townsbip is differ-
ent, aod the valoes ot property sitnated in
the same locslity and of the ssme charac-
ser, are as variant aod uoequsal @8 the
avoided srbitrary, sud often indifferent
inions of the assessors may a:;;:;o; :g

ery litile property is ed

E:'y"ze:u’ within [:he neighborhood of its
vaine, but thst does not matler; thees-
sential idea is 10 have the assessment bear
the ssme upiform Pproportion 1o the trae
value ef the property taxed. Uanless this
is seenred, One man pays a vastly higher
tax then his neighbor, and one townsbip
or connty thap tbe adjoining towoship or
county, and it i8 in the power—and often
bappens iv practice—of the county as-
sesgors abd commissioners to defeat the
will of the Legislature by. lowering the
assessments. It becomes also a heavy tax
on honesty, sad vompels the conscien—
tions man to pay somelimes double or tre-
ble the tax paid by Wis less scrupulous
neighbor. A remedy for  this evil is de-
manded slike by justice and good policy.
Whbat that remedy sball be, your wisdom
must devise. We do not want an innres

of taxes bat an eqaaliz*ion .

a faithful eolle ruivn of thos. Wui b aig
levied.. My oo opiuwn thal tu? |
treasnrer, audi or. or ciber State clicers,

S enbe oL
el 45" mOpervist

asSessors, with: .«

State board it 8¢ ..o t0 me we would al-
most have & guaranty that uniformity
counld be secured. °

Pablic Debt.—The public debt, it will
be seen by Lhe treasurer’s report, amounts
to $16 960,045 principal and $10,160,182.-
25 interest. This is known as the recog-
mzed debt, as contradistinguished from
the special tax bonds. What shall be
done with it is & question that deserves
your best considerajion. It is out of the
guestion for us to attempt to pay it at its
face value. Indeed I do mot conceive that
there is any moral obligation on us to do
80; nor do our creditors expect it of as.
Qaite one balfof our property upon which
our bonds were based was wantonly de-
stroyed by consent of a large masjority ol
those wbo beld them,; and no court of
conscience upon the earth would permit a
creditor to destroy one-half of his securi-
ty and clgim full payment oat of the re-
mainder. Bot we can and should pay
something. The resolution of .last ses-
sion constituting the Governor, Treasurer
and Attorney General, 8 committee to
confer with our creditors, gave no power
to make or sccept any proposition what-
ever; and 80 aD invitation to visit New
York to confer. with the holders of our
bonds was declined as the accompanying
correspondence will show. Besides this
no attempt to open negotiations with us
bas been made. But I have 'groands to
believe that very reasonable terms indeed
can be ob’ -*~=4 if we evince & determinsa-

with yon to the fall extent of my power
in devising the method and bearing the
burthens of an honorable adjustment of
all our indebtedness, as gomething which
sooner or later will have to be done alike
for the sake of our good name and our
future prosperity. ‘ .

Federal Interference with State Courts.
—I also call your attention t0 certain
matters which have oocurred since your

tions of difficalty and grave importsnce,

involving a serious conflict between the

lsau of the United States and those of the
tate.

At the fall term, 1876, of the Superior
Court of Guilford county, one Hoskins
and two others were indicted for an as--
sault and battery upon Levi Humble. In
March 1877, the defendants having been
arrested, filed in the office of the Circuit
Court of the United States for the West-
ern distriot of North Carolina, their peti-
tion under oath, in which they set forth
that they were officers of the internal
revenue department of the United States,
alid that the acts charged against them
them in the bill of iodictment I bave
meptioned were committed under color
of their office; they therefore prayed
that the prosecution against them ‘shouid
be removed from the State courtto the
Circuit court, in pursuaoce of an act of
Congress now embodied in section 643 of
the revised statutes of the United Siates,
which provides that criminal™ prosecu-
tiops cgmmenced in sny court of a State
agaiost soy officer acting by suthority of
soy reveoue law of the United Suates,
on account of any aot done uander color
of his office, may at any time before trisl
be removed for trial into the Circuit
Coart next to be holden in the distrigt

w such | o0 Are. . ing..
-hli‘r.;'nyér or mhiﬂ n% 1
grapted, a copy of the order remeving
the case, was, on the fifth of March, 18-
77, sérved upon the clerk of the Saperior

the ensuing spring term of that ,Cour,
the case was called, the defendants ob-
Jected to fartber proceedings in the State
Court, upon the grounds that the court
oo longer has Jurisdiction of the case.
Upon argument before the Hon Wm R
Cox, then holdiog the Guilford Saperior
Court, that officer was of the opinion
that he could proceed no farther in the
matter, and so decided. From his decia-
ion the Soliccitor for the State” appealed
to the Supreme court. Recogonizing the
important and delicate nature of the
question presented, I deemed it my duty
to assis§ the deliberations of the Sun-
preme Court with argument from ocoun-
sel learned in the law. Iaceordingly em-
ployed counsel to sid the Attorney Gen-
eral in presenting to the court the views
entertained by the goveroment of the
Suate. After a full discussion by connsel
the Sapreme Court, with one dissenting
voice, affirmed the ‘opinion and judg-
ment, of the lower court, and dismissed
the appeal. - The same question was pre-
sented to the Supreme Court at the same
time in the case of the Siate, against
Wm Deaver, appealed at the spring term
1877, of the SBuperior Court of Rather-
ford connty, from the judgment of the

Hon Jobn M Clond, the Judge, presiding.

Boaver and another had  heen indie
for & congpirsgy 10 -extort money frém

one Henry  Smmmitt, and bsd obtsined |

from the Qirenit Coart of the United
Siates an order of removal similar to
that of Hoskiuos,

The decisiop of the Sapreme Counzt was

equalize the ase ssrmeut Of Lue conuly 2 | 1y
cinls whboee lists should be scbmibied

it; and it should bLasve anthorily to eo’

mon witnesses, he i lestimopy, 4 i
the county msser» s vors “_veen by this

e ——

I therefore refer it to your bouorable
body to decide whether 1 shall forther
prosecute the cases now dependiog ip
the Supreme Court of the Uvited S'-lt;l.
or whether it more comporis Wwith t:: :
dignity and gravity of the g“““““n ‘d
vou shoulc iust-;iot ynlll'mﬁ:';:'-?;" an

o epresen Coan-
;:-2::;; f.n?f.u. attention of that bonora-
ble body to the fact Lbat persons indioted
under the criminal laws of "hi'ng;:“ are
seeking and obiasining immu
proaecngtion, under & Federal law enacted
for the only purpose of protectiog tbe
collections of the internal revenue of the
Uuited States. -

State Prosecutions.—An indictment
insugurated by Governor Oaldwell in
Wake county Superior Oourt in 1874,
agninst G W Swepson, sod M 8 Little-
field having been tried, a8 was alleged,
before Jndge Watts in 1875, and taken
by certiorari to the Supreme Court and
being comtinued there antil August last,
waa then decided upon snd case remand-
ed for a new trial. The circumstances
are all set out with particalarity in said
decisions, reported in 79 N C., to which
you are referred. - Uoder & resolution of
the legislatare rat[iﬁed on the 16ib of
February, 1874 7' wployed couvsel 1o as.
gist ' . au .4 bill sysinst both de-

wae tound for obtaining money
..t .se pretences, aud the case now
atncds for trial, It ia slleged however,
s compromise wad made between
e = polIng for O wepaun and the wo'.-
SR T mic R RHeR,
ooosecate. I did oot wish if I pos-
<ismed Lbe righi, to take the ibili-
/ deciding whether it does or wheth-
er it does not, and so refased to interfere
with the due course of law. I respeoct
fully ask your will in the premises, and
forbear farther remarks as manifestly
improper upon & ¢ase now before the
courts.

Siuates.—The property of the State, once
called the Confederate Hospital, now
known as the United States barracks, in
this city, bas been occupied by the Uni-
ted Suates, ever since 1865 ; and although
the troops bave long since been removed
possession or payment for its use bave
both been refused contrary, asit seems
to me, to both law and public comity. *
In accordance with a resolution of the
last General Assbmbly, 1 also applied to
the Secretary of War to restore the offi
vial letter books of the execative office of
this State, taken by military authority
in 1865, or to permit me to make a copy
to eupply the place of the original in
this office. Both requests were refused.
The correspondence between the Secre-
tary of War and myself in relation to
the barracks and the letter books, is
herewith ruumitted. My opinion in re-
gard to these matters being intimated in
the correspondence itself, 1 make no fur.
ther comment.

Siate Geologist.—The State geological
survey baving been made a cou-worker
with the board of agriculture, its useful-
ness bas been thereby greatly increased
to the people. Ioorder that it may be
made still more nseful to meet the pop-
ular needs, I recommend that it be
placed under the direction of the board
of agricalture, of which the State geol
ogist is ex-vfficio 8 member, iostead of
the board of edacation, as at present. I
am satisfied that the dissatisfaction
whieh bas for a long while existed with
:;g&:?g;oﬁ. tnnrnd val selnow “;o'r", ::
arigen from a failure of the latier board
to direct the labora of the geologist io
those channels in which the msjority of
the public feel most immediate interest.
The board of agriculture, constituted as
it is, can surely do this; and if so, good
results may be anticipated.

The University.—The success which
has attended the efforts to revive the
university is gratifying in the extreme.
The number of students is constantly in-
creasing, a large proportion of whom re-
ceive tuition free—the course of study is
practical and thorough, the corps of pro-
fessors is ample and excellent, and the
administration of President Battle has
proven able and untiring- I commend
most heartily Lo your favor this cherish
ed memorial of the wisdom and patriot-
ism of our fathers.

Militia.—To the unceasing energy and
perseverance of Adjutant General Jones
we are indebted for the nucleuns of an ex-
cellent volunteer militia” organization—
the State Guards. Two brigades of
white and eleven companies of colored
guards have been already organized ; the
tormer consisting of thirty two compa-
nies, uniformed at their own expense,
and armed and equipped by the allow-
ance from the general goveroment. The
great msjority of them are excellent, in-
dustrious young men, the flower of the
communities where they live, and not
likely to sympathise in any way with
lawlessuess and riot. In ocase of emer-
gency they would be invaldable for main-
iaining order and enforcing the laws.
To all appearances the colored compa-
nies are equally well disposed and deser-
ving of encouragement. I earnestly oall
your atiention to the memorial from the
officers of tbis orgsnization suggesting
the means of supporting it and promo-
its efficiency. The cost of Uniforms, loss
of time, and expense of rationing them-
peelgae. whon sssembling for parades, re

views, &o, fall gnj heavily on sheua.
Provisone a el d AT '

iade for -
speedy and ckeap, enrollment!:r:ho mili.
tia by the tax-listers, or otherwise, and s
small sam levied a8 an equivalent for ex-
emption from daty for the benefit of the
school fund, as provided in the constita-
tion.

Executive Clemency.—Much eriticiem
has been made upon this and preceding
administrations in regard to the exercise
of executive clemency toward eoriminals.
In sccordance with law, I herewith sab-
mit a list of those 4o whom clemency has
been extended by me,. with a brief state-
ment of the reasons which influenced my
action in each case. It will be seen that
the comber ameunts in all to 106, of
which 13 were ,eommutations and 3 were
simply respites. . Oonnting those in con-
finement at the, begigning of my term,
and those convieted of offences during the
past two years, the whole number of of-
fenders cannot. fall short of 3,000, of
Whioh those pardoned and commuted
would be one and onas-half per ceat. per
anpam. It is gnite possible that in some
cases I have been imposed upon, though
In most cases of importance I bave m
it a rule fo eonsult both judge and solici-
tor, snd obtsip their spproval And it
may also be thet in some ocases I have
yielded to the  importnnity of friends—
buman natore eould scarcely avoid this in
‘s government Jike ours—but in the vast
majority of the cases acted on, I exes-
‘cised this gr and majestic attribute of
the eolléclive sovereignty of the peopls,
with a sincere desire to promote the pab-
lic good, and in,the fear of that God who

is o pardon omr transgressions, aa we
trast. The | t of the proper exercise
of this prerc ve i8 8o grave, the n-

State Property Held by The United |

reat, that the eritiej, .
:unintod with the facty i'u Vhogy
ss well ss unjast, ag Nd'i% dan,
ecutive action one way 0'" W fory ¥
trary to ]nd.gmont or m.:h‘ Othgy
tried to avoid this; by jy . o | ;
the balance even amiq m:; hll‘dt.\
clamor. 1f error there hag b 00 oy
doubtedly there wag m.h“\lq {
believe that it was op I!!N '

llld now, ganuemen emr. ‘dl.

. i » bavig

viewed the condition of 4 : B

such suggestions as | :1:::" QINQ
aid you in the Performangs N%.
portant daties, [ cOmmeng hh
iabors may be such ag wijj p 2
welfare of the great pr Ih'd“" '
vants we are. OPle whey,

Very_respectfully,
. Your fellow-oit.i@n'

L3, Vg
List of Le“&!‘l

Bemsining in the Post ;
lotte, Mecklenburg 032:;’ : \
week ending Javuary 17, ’.”01
Louisa Artis, Thomas Agge. o

¢l F Barnves, David Bryaot, - :
way, Susao Barnes, C § Bogey p
Bowers, Wm N Bell, W F n“;
Culdwell, 8allie Dismonds, Iy 3y &
Iﬂ, Andy Gnliak Da wm o !_
Hudgins b
son, Mrs J

S Stevenso Ya

Jono Thompeuu, ™

Thomason, 1’ M e

Faggert.. Gﬂorsv WS miug g,

E Waddill, Monroe William,

Walker, OCatherine Williams, ¢

Wooten. |
When any of the above letteny, ,

ed for, please say ‘“‘advertised" |

W. W. JENKIRE'!.[

Do oot stupefy your Baby wi gy

or Morpbia mixtures, but use Dy il
baby Syrup which is always safp gy,
liable and never disappoiots, 95 ooy

IMPORTANT !

HE Winter season being now fi
vanced, Messrs. E D Latta & Bro, g
pose making a ** clearance sale” ofall |
goods, and I am prepared to offy
great advantages to my friends. Call g
and secure bargains.

URAL 6. JOHNSTO

janl7 1w

§arried,

Io Union county,on the 6th i
E S Harkness, Esq, Mr A D Broouy
Miss M S Haywood.

Ouon the 17sb ult, by Rev E F Rocked
Mr Caleb C "Barrier and Mism Ids
Ball, all of Iredell eounty.

Ivo tmis city, on the 8th inst by}
Whittield, D D, Miss Sallie K Barnait
Charlotte, and Mr R B Glass, of (
bia, 8 Q.

In Cabarrus ocounty, December |
by Rev Mr Cone, Mr Heory Glss s
Sophia Patterson; also, on the Ind s
by M T Walters, Bsq, Mr Abrabam
mon and Miss Edoa Keith. Oa i
insk, by Bav T Moser, Mr J <A Good

&ng’_ &l‘.{nﬂ- Michael, dwaght |
In Stanly county, recently, The

Shank, of Cabarrus county, and Miy'
lie Adams, of Stanly couonty.

In Cabarrus couoty, Mount Play
by Eeq. Bangle, Mr Thompson wmai
Lowder, both of Stanly county.

In Raleigh, Mr Wm F Oraig, for
Representative from McDowell couy
the Legislature, and Mies BSue Pusi
daughter of P F Pescud, Esq.

In Mooree, on the 9:h inst, Mr Hey
C Asboraft and Miss Alios Bobbit, sy
ter of Rev W H Bobbit, D D, of tu il
Chareh. : :

Io this county, on the 18th Decen
by A W Lawiog, Esq, Mr Alex A
thy, of Lincola econnty, and Misk
McQorkle, of Paw Oreek township.

Qm.

Io Shelby, on the 3cd inst, M T4
Hoke, wife of P P Hoke, Esq, !
yeoara }

At Hantersville, Mecklenbarg 600§
January 7th, of oroup, Willie A, vt}
John B and Alice J EWoodlid': o
year and 4 months.

Io Concord, at the residenoe of ¥}
Allison, January 12th, Robert, soa of}
and E R White, aged 13 years. |

In Rowan county, on the 24t 2
cember, Susan Wiloox, wife of 1
Moses H Overman, aged 63 yesrs

In this gounty, Jsnaary 24 Mo
Stinson, wife of Mr Jonathan Sl
the 69 year of her age. :

L

aﬂl - gﬁuﬁlmml

W.P. ntlvl’

ATTORNEY AT LA)
QHARLOPER, - ¥4 1
Umoce, Springs Corner, up!ﬂi:

janl7 1m* - [
ANTED—I000 Unsnels prims,

corn ; 1000 bushels pure
janl7 BURW & g;ﬁg

XE"ERTILIZERS

E will, as usual, be prepared 0
first class fertilizers al

i
“jaoi1 ' BURWELL &8P8°8
In the Market J
LEASE

in the market for Cotton,
flour. Give us s eall before se""l{
janl7 BURWELL & &P

e

ember that we ::.m
IN

:
GROCERS AND [
PROVISION DEAL® |

- : d L}

AVE always in store s stock
sugar, molasses syrup, “"’g:ol'

starch, meats, hams, flouk,
plows, &c, &c, which we offel

wholesale and retail trade.
to try us, from thue smallest

buyer. ] -
POSTED LAN Dj;,’

H€E undersigaed ' living 2
T Matthews ‘ghﬁhn. 4 ,:“; ot
agaias) trapping, Ashingor oo tﬂ;:f':uf

SAL

the same-in both cases,

sibility—especially in capital cases—is 80

h on. hn(!l an

pasding will b prosscuted ¥

tent of tho law. oAU

E M Matthews, GLE o

N T s ,}vé?}ri bbi®: o g
SR Reid, Mrs MariA T g
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