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PUBLIC. BXECUTION
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY

M. SHACK ELFORD, ALI-
b < AS J. P, DAVIS,

Raleigh Daily Oromicls, March 35th,

Wm. Shackleford, alias J. P
Davis, a sketch of his life, and a full
confession of some of his
written by his own hand. T
sutobiography was secured at
expense of pains and money.

PERFACE, .

This autobiogra: sppeart as
cimnedicetly fnunpsbb’o hand of Davi
exeep! thut » great deal hus been
wut that would have been of li
Do interest to any one; and
eriptios. of the part be played in
sedaction of two innocent women
also been omitted, as well as
that wes said of divars ministers
other, wa the ground of its
a'ity,

e wrote the followin

while 1 was acting as
and hun el shem to me for publica~

tion.
Jaxzs E. Busxs.
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY.

Having decided to write out a bref
sketeh of my life, I do so with no hope
of realiz og any benefittherefrom, but
that it may serve as a gratification to
all who feel an wterest in me; and
that it may be a satislaction to those
who at any time have endeavored to
promote my happioess bere.

Feeling, as I do, that I am whoily
inadequ teto the task, [ undertake it
with fear, lest I should fall short of
the obj-ct in view; bat bopiog that,
notwithstanding ite imperfections,
msy in the order of Providence
s benefit to some who may be saved
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from like ercors by fts warnings, I
will endeavor to furth a short
history of my life, 1t iv the few duys

that now remain to me, I m<y beable
to consummate the work before me.
“ly f uhlumorm dm-t.hul:
wezithy parents twenty<one mi
from Marion Gurt-h--uu,';th Car-
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Butin view of this appoin'ment, I
disposcd of my farm in Marion and
hm‘fi s farm on the Lake Swamp,
io u‘:ry county. to which | moved
in )

Owing to bad erops, | was nnable
top-y tor this farm, sud lost it |
theu routed & farm within balf & mile
of my [ ther, who bad also moved to
Horry sounty. While liviog bere I
mad: my ter submit
me by (beests of killing Ler il she
did not, sed when she was abuat
sevonieen years of uge she gave birth
lo;..cbilij“ b i

» L was w ve
been burn dead, but that was nol so.
It waa » well developed child, but in
cﬂhrwwur.-lhup-hh‘m
shame snd disgrace thet I koew
would mumn.lmlill.'m
suying 1o suy one what I was
1w do, and ullniqlum

of taking se'ion in

avoid sny farther
source, I moved,
in ter of 1884, to Marion
Court-house, South Carolina, where

I worked in & coach shop, and after
wards at the cabinet business,

I afterwards moved to Darlington,
8.0 hmﬁﬁl&? lnltie oot~
school for some months 1 Williame=
burg county. While residing here I
WAs l m.

i to preach by the

Will Baptist Chuarch. guuhu who
nduced me to join the Fiee~
Will Baptist Church did not bave
the pleasure of my company, nor the
bd&:n as I soon af-

Place on the
Georgetown to Charleston,
in December, 1885. This
was a lonesome place, but afforded

B

£

of which I was
very ess wonld have
n a length of time
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this my eldest
to a second child, which I
created & stir in
as the e threated
to its ful extent,

escape but to leave

orth Carolina, and
a number of
part of the
A miggionsry
during my
will notiou:. t:; tlofoin’
joio~
baptized and | to

the sammer of 1886,
here only a short time;
st threats were being
me in South Carolina,
I left my friend the next night with-
%ﬁin know anything about
from the fact that [ hal no excure
to render; but afterward wrote him,
giving him to understand that I bad
goae home. Up to this time I bad
retained my true name, William S.
Shacklefo-d, but afterwards [ gave

my name a8 J° P. Davis.

1 then went to Fay tteville, Greens-
boro, New Garden and Winston, re-
maining 1 the country near the last.
named place until in January, 1847,
when I went to High Point, where |
met Mr. , & citizen of Davids
oounty, with whom I remsined about
ten months on the farm. In the fall
of the year I was constantly
in protracted meetings among the
Baptists and Methodists, st the close
of which 1 attended aconlerence Leld
by the Methodist Protestants at the
town of Henderson, N. C.

Afier this | remainél only a alort
time in Davidson, and then came to
Durham, where I met J. D, Horton,
whom I contracted for the year

1 reached his house on Satur-
ight before Christwoas, 1887,
ere I spent a very pleasant sum-
Horton was especially kind to
offered me indulgences
I refused to take for fear that I
Id not be luqif.!hywurl:n‘ f’.
meet my obligations w m
as stopping the plow to visit
rough the week; aud oft-
I bad been off with bhim
1alate 'b“l:l:i. would in.
upon my ® not going

tm :ﬁa not do, though

someti was all I could do to go,
travelled nearly all nigut
without sleep. This I did for his
, not that I was profited
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ment of whatever presented itself,
whetber to bo ate, drank, or partiei-
pated in, in any other way, uatil fall,
when that sad and, 10 me,~fatal oc-
currence took place.

I did not expect it o soon, though
1 bad determined to have revenge for
some abuse I received from him re-

r to the way the tobaceo hills
were laid off in his co. He eursed
me for all that was low and mean
until I wrembled with rage. 1
then determioed to have nm's‘,
but did not think it would come

way, I had & Lo how
it come. Bul was delermined
that it should eome; aud when this
couversation about the railroad work

the
oame up, I rose up with & determine
gn z:u uul!l to.it cu.l.o him
or " gatbered the boot-
wek tith':lﬁlo strike him dowp,
t soving my mtestion be dodged
me by a&hgnmnd the bed. |
thought be iurended 10 go out of the
surprise Io‘ ped d“ﬁ:":..'" =
slepped Lo w the gun
was standing, aad with this p epared

to defend himself. I saw no danger,
for T was too mad, and cushed upon
him with the boot-jack, snd as I
came he tried to shoot, bot the gun
failed tofire, and as he turaed to the

tal blows.

I then left the room a few moments,
not that I feared him, for I knew
that the work was done, but that I
might see that [the way was clear,
When I came back he was not dead,
but in & dying condition. I then

the pillow, ab>ut which so mach
bas been said, ;and placed it under
his head, wgﬂg:ln with scme
sscks—not 0 wmuch to render him
comfortable, but to absorb the blood
that was ﬂwin‘fmly upon the floor,
sad which I kvew I would have
trouble to get off so as not to ‘eave
any sign, His struggles were very
loud, and as I know thut it was im-
ble for him to recover, and, in
order to stup the fearful noiss lest
some one might hear it, I closed my
Gingers upon his throat. When he
was dead, I placed the pillow case
over his bead and tied the bags over
it to preveat the flow of blood. I

then dragged the boly t)the window,
sod, standing astraddle of it. lifted
his head out of the window, then
teaching my hands under his thighs
I pushed him (ut upon the piszza
roof. I thenroiled the body down
to the edge of the roof and let it drop
upon the ground. I then took the
body to the barn, as I stated opon
the trial, and, after taking the cluth-
ing oft from it, laid it in the closet
somewhere near twelve o'cluck that
night, Oa the next Tuesday night I
dug the grave in the tobacco barn
laid his body in it. I carried

the body on a wheel-barrow, as stat~
ed on the trial. His shoes, hat angd
the pillow I hid in the shuck pen on-
til Wedoesday night when I left, and,
after I had n off sdme distance,
I thought of them and came back and
took them out snd carried them with
me. Istepped about two hundred
yards from the field gate and made a
firein which I burned the pillow,
but nothing else. The bat I burned
st & bridge not far from Chapel Hill
The shoes I carried with me knowing
they would be brought back with me
wher I bad been captured. I then
went to Danville, Va, where [ sought
only the company of prostitutes, in
whose cowpany I spent every night,
as well as part of every day, duriog
mv stay at that place

My capture and trial are well known
toshe public. I am sensible that I
bave had a fair tnal, and do not de
sire 1o lire beyond the day fised for
my execation ; for I regard that as
the meags by which the pain aud
torture ivflicted upon my heart and
miod, from o sense of shame and deg-
radsation that now rest upon me, will
forever be st an end.
It is clear to the mind of any ons,
that, from the statements I have made,
[ am my own destroyer. Had I
obeyed the kiod aud loving advice of
an affectionate father and motber, or
had I followed 1be precepts aud ex-
ample laid before me while under pa
rental ion, I would not baye
been here. Nor would a loving wife
0 soon bave been left to mourn the
absence of her companion. around
whom the strongest tendnls of ber
beart's sffections clung with all their
streogth ; nor would my children so
soun lemn the pain of shawe and
disgrace resulting frour the crimes
and the public execution of their
poor, misguided father,
May God help sny who may be
tempted to indulge iu simlsr crime
to realize in time what must be the
fearfal reenlt, and may they be saved
from the shame and race that
wuit inevitably follow, and from an
untimely aod horrible death.

Janes P. Davis

HIS ADDRESS ON THE GALLOWS,
Davis said: “My dear Friends:
| had intended to speak st length on
this occasion.  Not that | would
prulon%m; stay in this unfriendly
world, but that I might by this
means afforded sowe gratification to
those who have assembled to see and
to hear. Bat as 1 have endeavored
to write & brief,
truthfal history of my life, with
which 1 hope the public will be
satisfied, and, owing to the solemni-
ty of the occasion, and to the very
unpleasant, yea, painful, circum-
stances with which 1 am now sur.
rounded, 1 will endeavor to be brief,
and deal only with the pressat. It
affords me pleasure, even in this sad
and trying Lour, to be able to say
that 1 attach no blame to uny who
may have been @ther directly or in-
directly instrumental in bringing
about this righteous administration
of justice to one who, through his
own free wilition, has become a
violator of the laws of his country.
Now, to my dear counsellors would
I extend the gratitude of my heart
for the manner in whizh they have
vindicated my cause and labored to
exonerate me from the accusation
with which ] was charged. | am
unworthy of such a manly and he-
roic effort. To those who have lu-
borel to alleviale the pains of men-
tal depression, or haye in any wa
coutnipated to my temporal or spiri-
tual interest, | extend the esrnest
and sineere gratitude of my heart;
and this my latest hour would | in-

voke the blessings of Almighty God

wall for another shell I dealt the fa-| ¢

{et correct and | volees,
food of music; others marry girls wio |

to descend in rich profusion upon
them and theirs.  And now [ wonld
speak pro poxo pusuic or for the

{good of any who may be tewpted

to yield to the seducing influsnces
the wicked one. Yield not to
temptation, neither indulge in the
gratification of carnal propengities,
for this will not only result wn fill-
ing up the cop of man's imquities
b:s 1l banish the last, lingering
hope from hus breast and expose him
to the wrath of a sin avenging God;
and as the result of willful violation
of the laws of God and man he will
be brought throurgh the rightaous
administration of justice by thelaw,
to a painful and untimely death.
The Lord bless this dispensatien of
Ris providsnceto the good of ull
that are dear to me, and may it be
a timely w.ing to any who may
be tempt-1 Lo ndulge in simitar
erime. | now commit my soirit -
to the hands of the Lord and all
that is dear to me on earth into His
gracious keeping  Amen,

Davis was asked if he still said
that he used the bootjack. He' re-
%liul ] pertainly used the bootjack.”

hen turning to the Shenfl he said:
“Take off the shackles.” The shack-
les were removed and his arms and’
legs were pimoned. Davis then
toek some water for thesecoud time
after ascending the scaffold, and

litely asked the Sheriff to excuse

im for not first offering it to him.
The Dblack cap wasdrawn down
and the drop fell at 12:46. The
neck was dislocated and death re-
sulted in a short time, without any
contortions. 'The crowd wus es-
timated ut about three thousand
five hundred.

May there uever be another pub-
lie execution in North Carolina,

s -

WALTER BINGHAM FOUND.

He is Supposed to be Across the
Water,

Three yers ngo the couulry was
shoe ed wich the particolars of & terrd
ble marder nesr Raleigh. Walter
Bingham, & desf muts, Gilled L

cousin, & Mis Turhegton, snld utfibh

oncs left the coun'ry. The slory vas
bloodeurdliog, and if the prpetrai
had been caught at the limehe w ulJ
0o doubt have been hung. But he
successfully eluded the officers and
sltbough traced to Cuba and Nouth
America was pever capured At
the time a 8400 rewnrd was « ffred
for his arrest.

A Pinion deteotive man thinks h
baa fioaly lecated Bingham in Ant-
werp, Gerimany, und mso certuin thsb
be 18 0 the ight brack Unl he has
offered 10 2o atross the water al his
oW exXpruse, iftae guverament w.il
reimberee i if the man is found to
be the one wantsil,

A letter to that effvct wis wrillen
to thealloTLey gruer al, bhut hie mplici]
that he Lbad no avibority in the mat.
ter, The reward luas bosn withdrowa,
and noloss the State cares lo take
some sbopd in (he matier it ‘will rest
as it is,—Asheville Cilisen
-*-

Why Men Marry.
Farmer s Voioe,

A true man wants & wife o clierish
and love ali the days of ha Site, bat
the true men who marry wives for
those reasons are few and far betwoen
The reasons for marrying are many
and diverse, A woman {5 a good
cook and the man who marries hor
feels sure he will always have a good
table, aod that he will pever be ase
hamed to aring s friend home Ly din-
ner of supper with bim

Some men marry their wives be-
caasethey are fine-loo’ ir g und atylinh,
and will make & good appearance in
society or presids nicely at their ta-
ble.

Others are tired of boarding, and
long for & home, and, ¥nowing that &
housekeeper and lured girl are expen
sive luxuries, they marry a woman
who is thoroughly domestie, regaid.
leas of everything els:.

Old men marry young wives bo
take care of them in their o'd age,
and often pay dear for their fully

SBome marry wives for their Bue
becawse they sre pascionatel;

are fine dencers, and still oliers ar
careful to find out that the girls are
fine senmstresses that they marry, so
that they will be able to do their
ow: sewing—for sewing in lthiu da ,
an i an expeasive luxury i
you ;Ft: it done. -

OLD GABRIEL,

. —

| Death of & Good Indian at the
Ago of o.;'l}'ttmd red and
y

AtBan Francisco, on the 16th
ult, the Indian known as “Old Gas
brel” died st the County Hospita! at
Salion. There s no record if his
birth, but when the Francican mis-
sioparies came to California more than
n century sgo, Uld Gabriel was then
a grandfather, and as far as can be
learaed by tradition it is believed he
was born sboct the year 1740, and

lind resehed the nge of 1560 years st
Gabriel never

the time of his | eath.
used liquor or tobace s sud lod &
eable lifs, He had

{lived them all, and no direct descen
{ dants survive him,

ebildren and
¥ | grand children by the scors, hut out -

W G 1.U COLUMN
MOTTO.
For, God, Home and Native Land,

PLEDGE

1 hereby solen W'y promi e, Gud helglog m: to
abatais trom all Alocholls Lipmors, focluding
Wina, feor snd Gider, a4 & Boverage, to em-
!aimr all proper ucass o dlsourags theuss and
ralllo in the same

Reaping The Harvest,
By Kit Olover.

We were married inthe esrly spring,
Len Howard and I, and on our way
t> his western home we mule s stop
to visit his relstives, The map os
were fringed in pink mistiness and
draped in sousbine, and all day from
their fragrant top: came the drone of
bappy hotey gatherera  Out. in the
silent woods, pale hepaticas tuinea
their foces sunward, and golden ad-
der-vougues gezed steadily ut the
banks of moss at their feet, We
brughed: aside the rustliog brown
lenves and gachered great eluters of
{ragrant arbutus, waxen, nnd pins
und white.

Like n dream of lovelinesi were
thore spricg days, anl ltile wouder
that the vew relatives-ioelaw  wese
secn throogh a couleur de rose, M
pecially so was Aunt kuily Howard,
withs her fuir, round fece, solt, gray
e, e snd tender wouth,  Auut Ewily
was & poct born, snd loved ali things
{ragrant wod delicate aud sweet; sl
wou!d stsud a moment with head
bent and tuce lighted up wi'h » bap
py smile, every tims she weat d.wn
10 the well to draw & pail of water,
snd she wl)l.h'l s eti b L'lit‘h n fow
familinr notes of the happy lide
brok T ouning awsy down im Lie
weadow biyoud  Huae was 8 poet
bty dacliga sho did pot know it ler-
sedfy wudd fullowed the Does iu which
she bad Leen boed, tie patient, plod-
JIbY o ul evury -d ¥ livi '

I'L et 0% 58 was our Visil, thete was
1y thing “‘ b weireld lt| 'ud lh.l
W r"hl_‘l i a'b'i'-}' wil My mlnd. 1
st (it grow pitcliers of hard el
ler weie brouznt from theceliar sev
eral sbmis - dd o, and that Hallie, the
i teu 3our old son nd valy cuild,
wad alliwed £ ik a9 wuch ani as
oft n as he chose
“Laonard,” 1 ssid 1o my husband,
»esss o m't touch that hard cider
again,  w oot atesd for your sskey
b | wast your wfluence sgainst it
ou little Halie's acoount He is a
bright, vervons chill, and [ dread tw
tLiuk what bis futare will be ifallow-
ed to govn as he is doing””

“Q, every foly hore has cider
You kiuow the apple crop is immens.
pud e arc noue Lo poor to have
ctler”

‘lanny th r erop immeme?” 1
quersd, but Len only pinched my esr
aud langued

[ tsund that my husband’s words
tere tras. At every placs we #op-
ped, frawing pitcheps of clder wale
thetr appotrance, sud before the visit
was eoccloded | had beeome so eon-
sctous of the general favor iu which
cider was held, that my beart turaed
coward and | sa'd my good-byes and
wirned wy dece westward withont
Liaving onee opened my lips to remon-
s.rate with the parents of the mauy
urignt-eyed, rudly choeked boys, ale
though I bad talked to some of the
Little fellsws, advising them to leave
¢our cider untouch
The engiue bell rang and the erun
ching wheels were in motion®  Ulsnk!
vlauk! clankety-clank! went the
wheels; now lower, a8 we whirled
over some level sireteh, and again
louder as we rushed between nelgh.
toring Yanke, risiog %o a deafening
rour 88 the breakeman opened the
door to shont some undistinguishable
name, Io all the confusion and
noise, over close in my ear repeated
e will, small volee, *You have been
a coward, you did not do your daty!"”
Aud bs ponderous wheels cried,
“Drank! drnol!  drioketysdraok!”
like the voica of some mighty, aveng-
1g Fate. [ tried 10 convinee myself
that it was no affair of mine; that the
rane thivg had bLeen going on for
years, probably without disasirous
cousqivieas ; that posdb'y, ehildren
oo famil arizad with such abominable
vty sendf, forabominable it certain-
Iy was 1o e, would not form 8 tasie
for liguors; in short, I tried all knuwa
sophistries o ease my conscienee, and
drive the haunting rem« mbrance frow
my mind.

That brida! journey will always be
memorable as & silent war with the
subject of intemperance in genecal,
and parental heedlessuess to the evils
of hard cider-driokiog 1un particulsr,
In the new home making the su. jeot
was forgolten, or nearly #0, or pos.
sibly buried under the beeratrinking
«a%-you pleas atmosphece of the wet

s Len would uo tou b beer,
in fact, auy liquor, and as the babies
carcfully avoided all things tha
“pap” did not do, I hal in & measure
torgotien that thire was sin  and
misery and want in the drink-ureed
slums, and had sn uneonscivus sease

low order of bumanity that wight sl

«| hnedly probable,

"

that such things were only for that

most have served a8 proof of Darwin's
theory of cvolution, Thatsuch things
cou'd touch people of mase minds
andd o'k * than snimal bodses, sovm

I weury yonrs went by b.fore Len
Ll went onck to vigit the old frivnds,

LONDEH DEE, i E A i
: e : sl | Al what changes twenly yearn will
mﬁ%mﬁ;milmng! Here wis an old lady gone;

thete was a grand-father’s
chair, while the fathers : :
mothers of that former time werenow
gray haired graud-parents, ’

There were very few changes a.
mong the I lowards, further than chat -
wrought by gray bairs and orow-
tracks, aud the abscence of sons that
were (heb boys, and the marriage of
the girls. Very soon we !’ound:rﬁl-
venient to vizil Avnt Emily, for Len
and I both rememberad the pleassnt
days spent there, Uncle TM
wad in tho yard splitting wood as we
drove up, and straightening somes
what bis bent back, he pushed back
his straw hat and recognized us with,
h d\?l, Lea Howard, ef "tain’t !& -

'd know yon anywherea. When did
yo git back?” s s

I'looked across the sunney porch,
alniost expecting to see the EI"
fyrm aud smiling fico of Aunt Emily,
but ahe was not in sight.

“(it right ont,” Uncle Leonard call-
od, for you must know that Lea was
his unele's pamesake, “and I'll
up your hoss.  Guess you been hirin’
one at the livery,eh? Go right in.
Yer Aunt Em'ly’s somewherea a~
but,” and raising his voice to a high
oasal pitek, be shoutad, “Em'ly! ho

:m‘-?l’y, c¢ome cut here, soma
anm

I ran quickly up to the kitchen
door, and peeped smiling in.  Away
nt the opposite side by a window, &
thiu, bent old woman sat, or rather,
rose slowly, a3 I lookel in,

*Is Auot Ewily here?” 1 asked,
burrying toward her; bat before she
snswered me, Len me with
| og sorides. and took the old lady in
bi¢ srwas.

“Why, Avot Eaily, bave you beea
sick ¥ he eded, ai'.l'.llills back, sad
gazing at her from beal to foot.

‘;'b:ck?" she questioned, abeently,
‘_*t"_tr

“Doa’t you koow Marion?” be
cricd, drawing me 10 thex,

“Marion? Lought to rews aber her,
[heard ber tell Hallie to never, never
(as'e another deop of cidse. That
wad yoars ago.”

“But dn't you kaow ber mow?
Tbis 14 Marion, Aunt Emily”

“Oh,” Aun  Emly said, seeming
W rouse Letsell Lo soime interest, s
yos; she hus vot growa old sny,
down dear,” taking wy hand, “and
let me put away your bonnet.”

Fur & while Avot Emily sat with
us, sud wth a visible effory, took part
o the cohversation, but when her
nusdand e.me in, bent and shriveled,
hut #ill keen and talkative, Aung
Emuy took ber knitting and seated
isersell by & distant window, I no-
Uoed tont sho kot but listle, but sas
with bands 1ying idle 1n her lap while
she guzed away atthe distant bills.
g balr was su. vy whice, her face
wiiukled and darwn, sud her hands
were shriveled like the hands of sa
uldl. old invalid.

'remently rho wentout L
supper, and 1 followed her. lpmm
s | weut back and forth trying to
wake converation, that she watohed
tho darty road as it wound away ube
der tho ehading bircuzs.

“Is Hallie married, Aust Emil

[ asked, as she look the saowy
cuils trom the oven.
“Hallie! my Hallie? she cried,
straighteniog up, while s flush
surged slowly over face neck,
“Why, I had Halliec when were
here before, dida's I? I don't koow,”
sho ndded, as though bewildered, “I
don't know. The other folks lived
bere then, you know. Harold
with us.  We are old.”

Istood still in perfect amassmet.
Could it be possible that Aunt lﬂ
was rearly msane! It most be;
yet sho went about her work as metho-
dieally as the sanest person in the
world, I erept out on the porch sad
crouched down in the low, sisot sun-
lignt, shivering from some
dread. Presently Len called mes snd
wo sat down to supper. |
that Aunt Emily ate nothing,
sipped continaally from her
strong tea, refiling the cup agsin
nad agein. Afier the
clonred away Auat Emily
chair Lo the window overlookiog
road sod sal there, silent and motion-
lese.  Axthe night cloted down we
beared & etrange shout, snd Aust
Ewmily sprang instantly to her feet
wod rusbed vut, closing the door
hiod her.

CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.

MUS. W, H. ROGERS,
Supt. Press departmens, L
W.CTU,
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A Wouman's Discovory,
“Aaoths s wonderful discovery has
been made and that by a ludy in this
county, Disese fastened its cluteh-
es upon her and fur seven yeam
witheioo | its severest tests, but her
vitdl organs were undermined
deth wome! eminent. For three
monthe she eoughed inossintly and
{could not sleep,  She bought of us
buttle of Dr King's New Dwe:
for Copsumption and was so m
relieved on taking first dose that she
wlept wll night and with one bottle
ns been mirsculously cured. Hor
vawe is Mrs, Luther Luta” Thus
write W, U, Humriek & Co., of Shele
by, N, C—Get a free trial bottle ab
Blacknalls & Bons,




