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- Wi dead; three mangled: one
bliud "~
Riowly, In dazed, mechan-
jeal fashion, Sommers repeat-
ol the awful summary of his failure
Frapess" fore was borror stricken, too,
but with » quick, lwpaisive gesture of
Iove and faith sbe put ber band oo his
arm

=it isn't your fapl,” she sald. *I1
gpow It i=n't your fauit”

His hand enuzit ners with a quick
grip ot thanks for the renewed courage
wer sytputhy and faith brooght bime

“Wen't yon leate n= now? be sald,
o “I'Mt see you and tell you what
b bax toomay ™
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as Bradley stepped lo between the two
wen.

“I've beec wost anxlons to see you,
Mr. Plockney.” the secret service ageot
| begau, . ] y

I'inckoey looked at him, surprised.

“Whe are roun ¥ be asked

“United States secret service man
detailéd on the Sommers gun case,”
came the yulek reply,

Pinckuey suppressed an involuntary
start

“Oh, 1 see” he sald. “I'm dowo-
| right sorry. Most upfortunate affair,
indeed. But what ean | do¥™

Bradley smiled pleasantly.

“Why, answer a few questions, If
you will." he xuzgesied.

The gevera! manager conld not keep
down all expression of annoyance, but
he kuew It would pever do o eow-
pletely antngonize the seecret service
man on the enge, so he forced an apol-
ogy for u 2nile,

“Of course, with pleasure, But 'm
rather pushed for time. We sail al-
wost Inmedintely.”™

*1u that vase, I'll begin at once.”

Te turned to the government agent
undi<tmriesd

“Mr  Dworant bas kindly consented
that | stenid ke n thorousgh -
tlon #t the works In PMhuasvarg
when | e, He s suxious to do
all I Bis pesy er o lelp me 8nd gpou
whom the blawe resps™

The
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wirnazer drew himself
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sild sternly
* was the pointed reply.

Pinekney nudde a move for
He watiied 1o got to Pittsburg
uttickly as be conld 1o see Marsh

and cover up all teneks before be an-
| awered any guestionhs

“Cuan't you defer aull questions antll
the (nvestigation in Pltisburg? be
suggested. “I'm In a great burry, and
in Pittsburg | will have all facts be-
fore me and can answer fully.”

But Pradley was a wan not to be
denled.

“] should prefer asking one or two
now,” be sald and without waiting tor
response put bis first query bluntly.

“What is your belief, Mr, Pinckoey,
as to the cause of this unfortupate
action?™

“My betlef?™ sald the genernl man-
ager biaokly.

“Yes Do you think the gun was
kiljjed In the tempering bath at your
arsepal ™

PMocknes’s face fushed.

“1 do not” be retorted angrily. *1
think the gun was constrocted on
theory, nmnd 1he theory was umsound.”

Sommers, standing by, made o quick,
angry muvement. but a =barp ook
from Rradier restruioed bim.  The
sevtel servies man was apparently
very much interssted and thoroughly
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now It was all
A whr a drunken
t io charze of the
oty Minekney had been
o0 sollcitous  He reslized why, finally
M Bimsetf had been assauited o the
twet demperate o2ort ta keep him from
whtnessitz i transfer of the gun to
L R LT th

Fhallt b anderstood why Francea
Bed ronw there thal night  She must
Bave suspected, and she had come o
save him ‘The thought of the dastard
I ek et

“f1 was killsd in the tempering bath’
§ awent B wns" Sammers exclaimed
Sercely  “Pinckney was o the rmom
that pight nt the Durant works. He's
here—bere ot thin hotel Ill settls
with bhim™

fle had taken 8 step when the secret
service map caught him by the arm.

“Eaxy. lad. easy™ be cantioned
“Don't lose vour head! I've made In
westigations 'n Pittsburg, aod I'm go-
fng 10 question Mr. Plackoey mysell.”

With a de perate
straining bond Sommers regained bis
seif coutrol, His mind began to work
sguin loglcally, shrewdly. He maw
what be bad to do and bow be muost
Beip this friendly oficer.

“May | ask when you
burg did you question & man bR
Marsh 7"

~You mean the draoghtaman? No,”
seplied Bradiey. “Do you think be
knew anyrthiong of Y

Sommers shook bis bead In puziied
Pastiion

“He may bave known sometbiog. He

to. L& was there"”

“Did you sver see 4 Mr, Rbinestrom
sbout thery ' asked Bradley nest

Nommery still looked puszied.

“No; | @'t see bim, bot | beard &
west deal of bim. Marsh was greatly

the gun Rhipestrowm had

wetne b

41 him

were In Pltts
med

was interested In that
pever saw Rbinestrom

aval leutsnanl

Your gun -.!..-f;

effort nnder the re- |

willing 1o seveqd Pliwekney's idea.
In 1 with peopis was

L] FErvellg

“Then how does Marsh know him?
demanded the governmeni agvut stern-
Iy.

it was pure biufl, but Pinckpey had
oo klen. of 1hat, and he tonk the balt,
hook, siaker nod el

“Marsh®™ he escialined blankly.
“Wh¥, Marsu doesn't ktiow him."

For the tirst tine Bradiey permitted
himself a sneerivg smile,

=] ean only go by wlat Marsh says.”
he declared. Do you mean to tell
me. Mr. Mockuey, that Marsh. the
draughtsman of the Durant steel
works, does not know the inventor of
the Rhipestrom gun?

Plockoey's face was brick red with
aoger now. bot Ipside there was a
quiver of apprehension that Marsh bad
talked.
this questioning must stop.

“I'm not golng to mik to you fur-
ther, sir,” he declared angrily. “Your
manner is distastefol to we."

Amnin there came that mocking, sa-
tirical apology

“0Oh. I'm so sorry. But, Mr. Pinck-
ney, you don't mind admitting that the
man io charge of forging the Sommers
gun was drook®™

Plnckney hesitated.

=] do adwit that” he sald, “but bhe
did his work properly. | was thera
myself to wateh bhim. Mr. Somwers

was there (00" i

Tustiicaiy ol _Nervive
tarned un No

WWere vour i e farnnee room, Lieg-
tennnt SBonpoers st the thne the gub
wenl o the bath ™

“Yes, sir” mdwitted the naval offy.
rer, "1 was"

“Did it go In ar the right tempera-
ture?”

It was Sommers’ thioe to hesitate.

“j—1 don’t know.,” be admitred.
didn't sew 17

“You were (n the furnace room.”
exclaimed the secret sorvice man, “and
you did not see your owWn gun g0 Into
the tempering bath?”

“There was a quarrel with the fora
man.” sald Sommers hesitarineis

“What were you quarrellng siweo®
asked Bradiey.

It was the one question that Nou.
mers could oot answer. How coula ™
bring Frances Into t? Bradier wa
waiting impatiently for his reply

“] ean't explain the canse of tha
quarrel” foully declared the uava

agent
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Lew lirean could u‘"l“
e jeesprle did EET  ore in- |
ihout offense than any |
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« IMinekney's friend. ‘
virs  lnteresting.” be sald
t do you 1hink of the l:h|o¢h|
arom gun, Me. Pluckney ¥ |
"inckney Wt his gquestioner |
| shrply (e face elores hlm
wel bland agreewent and
sual interest, |
| rousider the Rbinestrom gun lbrl'
hest 2up thil Bas beed ipvented.” sald
ti i ger GCwmiy.
Tiw lace of e government agent
continied to sbhow biund loterest only.
vod Lave Sol contrulled the patents |
uf the Rhlnestrom gun?”
“T'oe Durant steel works control
thews,” curtected Toe grteranl Boager
“And son bave n large government |
order fTor the Rbinestrom gub bow
thut the Souimers guo Is out of the
way Y persisted the unroflled ques
LT
Pinckney bad been loslng wore and
more of lils selfl control us each soc-

B he HRuvsecrimn ™ o anisd P Pt en

Srachy

oficer firmir, and PMinckney permitted
hithselt bla drst wmile of satisfaction

Alter iwre was 8 chanee of
thils sounug fool, threugh Insatie chlv-
alry, permltting himselfl to overioog
lils otils mwapns of vindication

Bradiey was otill hking at Sommers
with Involuntary surprise when Plock-
uey wade bhis pext wove,

“Mr, Brudiey, | want you to nnder-
stand that 'm very sorry for Mr. Bowm-
wers aboul his whole affair. If | can

il

veding Dowpe thrust strock blm

plies, nir,” be escinlmed augrily
Bradley made a slight evuveotiobal
awd.
“I'm sorry.” e sald Indifferently
T'he couspirator had Leguu to real
e he was feocing o strung. shiewd
autagouist aud it woud not do 1o lose

“We had the Rbloestrom order e
fore the Somiwers guuy was forged.”
“Who is Hbinestrom? commanded
Bradiey, with o sudden steruuess that
| took the general manager completely
i by surprise. Plackvey bad pot aotick
pated that guestion. For s moment
| be besitated. repeatiog blankly after
1 the government agent:

“Who is be?"
| Beadley's wmauner bad cbaoged ab-

“} gu't lke what that question o 1

Bis tewper. o be bustened 1o expiain. |

be of any wervice to bim or to you |
shall be only too glad.™

The secret service man was not one
to be whimsical or chivalrous when be
bad started out to- accomplish any-
thing. Pronptly be took Plockoey st
his word.

“That's very good of you, sir, and
you cau be of the greatest service to
us.  Lieutesant Sommers goes to face
the court of loguiry at Washlogton,
aod It Is bis desire and mine to reach
there with as littie delay as possibis.
No steamer salls from this port to New
York for nenrly a week.

“Now, the gun that made this trou-
ble was forged at your works aod
therefore, whether you wish It or not
you have a direct interest in the case.
Perbaps I'm golug 1o ssk you sowe-

ruptly from Uland curiosity to stern
. determination 10 know.

“Yes,” bLe sald sharply, “who s
Ehinestrom?® Where doss be come
from? Where Is be now? Whom aid
you deal with?”

Plockney oesitated.

“Why, | bave vo idea who his friends
re”

“Does Mr. Durant know " ssked the
detective.

| Sull Plockoey fenced.

“l=| couldn't say, really. Better ask
Mr. Durapt”

| ] did,” retorted Bradley sboruy

Plackney saw it was Ume to end
this cross questionlng If be was to gel
away safe. The governmeot ageut
was shrewder (hao be thought. and
this thin spot in his defense—tbe iden-

perilousiy

paven't time to talk o you fur
1-. M.

Bradiey made a restraloing gesture.
“Just & m~meut more, Mr. Plockoey,

thing anueual, but it will be & grest fa-
vor if you will allow Mr. Sommers and
wyself to wll with you oo the Ir
vessn.”

Pinckoey and Xommers both stared
at the secret service man b smaze
mepl. The eool asdacity of the pro
posal took them both off thelr fewt
Sommers was the Bret Lo recover.

“Bradiey! No!" be ervigimed lmpet-
wously

Plockoey bowed coldly.

“I'm sorry, sir” be said, “bot yoo
are askiog too moch. That'll be lw-
pomsible.”

He twrmed away Just as Frances,
tired of the waiting, reentersd the

“Ab. Fraoces, you are ready?™ be
anked.
replylng the girl camw

|
|

Withont
stralght to Sommers.

“What are you golog to do now?™"
| she asked directly.

I "1 bave been ondersd to report ot
| Washington st ovce to face the
of Inquiry,” retoined the nillosr.

court
The girt smiled. Thers wers both

 sowwers? be sald Nas Rhisestrom ever been &t your sadpess sod joy o it ssdosss for bis

unfortunate situation, juy that they

If so, all was up. Anyway |

“We are just starting.” she suggest-
ed. "Come with us on the yacht"

Sommers shook bls bead.

“I'm sorry: | tan't do that™

and uncerraln, She nad uot expectsd
that rebuff. 8he coiid oot vuderstaml
it. Agilo Bradley sel:ed the situation,

“Miss Durant, Mr. Sommers goes to
Washington to endeavor to show why
be should not be court murtinked for
peglect of duty the nlght his guo wis
forged. 1t°3 most Important that be
get there as soon as possibie, and no
ship ralls from this port for 4 week."

Pinckney stepped forward angrily.

“Ar. Bradiey, your explianntiva s
most uncniled for” he exclalmed.

Then Frances began (o see, Her
head came up, and ber eyes lighred.

“On the contrury, Mr. Brulley, 'm
very much obliged to you for your ex-
planation,” sbe declared haughtily,
“Wouid it not be possilile for you and
Lieutenant Sommers to return with
us?

“It would be the greatest favor, Misa
Purant.” he sald earvestly. “1 bad al-
ready regoeated it. but Mr. Plockoey
nbjects ™

The girl rurned on Pinckney haugh-
tily.

“When Mr Plnckney realizes that
the Irvessn I8 my fatbher'~ yucht and
that thix eun was forged Inmy fathers
works and that it s my desire that

Lientenant Sommers and Mr. Bradley
wadl with us gt onse 1 am sure he will
bave oo objoctions 1o offer”
Rebuked, Plockoey bowsl with il
gruce,
| ~Rince Miss Durant wishes it 1 am
| only oo happy to have you cotie with
| us of course,” he =ald to Bradley.
| The secret service man bowed In
turn
“Then we'll go. of course, wifh

| thunks" he sald simply. “If you will
excuse me I'll get ready. Lleutensit

Sommers and | will be at the dock
within an bour.”

When Bradley and Plockney both
had gone Frances came over fo where
her lover was standing.

“That was wrong.” she sald. gently
reproving  “You should bave trusted
me wore. We must have no more
misunderstandings! From now on what
]nﬂ'wlu vou affects me. You and |
| are oue. but don’t you see”—she paosed
| n moment. looking up at him. ber
Cheart in ber cyes—"but don't you see
| 1 love you?"

CHAPTER XIV,
| THE PERILS OF THE SEA

‘ NE steamer Moogolian was
pritehing tossing, poundiog along
sturdily us best she could
through the night. For ten

nours she had fought her way ap the

contsi In the face of the worst storm
of The

Now, off Hatteras, the danger spot

b ronte from Porte Hio te New

the <tunrdy litie Uper scarcely
tued) o make any progress

tnd bwen forved wiles off her

cotipies aml climer In oward the dao-
geruus reels than ber vaptain llked,

Sof that the Hoer herseif was ju any
o danger. v the ald Mongallap
vl her experiencsd cuptain bad faced
ny Atlantic storus for eyen A
alurm them b huatc hes
gl beeen batiensd down, the pas
below, and the stanch
teaniier stripped o= el ns possible,

Fislng to each attack of the
wes, drove on with all the power of
vt #nglines utder the stofin

tp lu the Wile wirelss room, the
highest peint on the ship, Hoarling, Hae
yvesting operator, clung (o hils berth and
wolnlersd what was golig o happen
It was lils second irip 1o sen apnd his
firer hlg storm, sa he wobder the Yyoung
mwrntor Telt the thrill of the strug-
gie and just the faintest fear fur the
oyt rutie

Every officer and man connected
with the liner was on et waiting
anslously for whatever might bappen
They had little femrs for the stanch
Mongolian, but thers were many ships
jens sturdy in those waters. and ob
stuch o night, with the vessel out of
her conrse. there was oo felling what
might oceur. The captaln’s last In
struction had been to look out for
wireo s

Most of the vessels of any slze In
these waters carried wireless outfis,
and In case of trouble they would be
sure ot once fo send out broadeast
the ir appenis for help.  Little conid be
done in any ease, but 8t least the Mon
gollan could stand by 1o help as much
as she could or, If almolutely neces
sary, tnke advantage of the warnings
to keep vlear of wrecks,

For bours the pitehing of the =hip
timed Irregniarly to the roaring drive
of the storm, had bheid the wireless
man fast at his post, 1t was now past
midolght and with little chance of
any abatement before dawn

Harling's netves were on oflge an he
clung to his berth, wide eyed, nlert,
walting. lstening to the faintest ellck
that might be the forerunner to tell of
disaster and death. Half a dozen times
bis straived nerves had brought him
struggling from his berth to recelve
such & message, only to fiod bis Imag
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Suddenly there came from the I
strument clicks so sharp, so distinet

the Lerth and stuw-

meut clicked wildiy,

the straloed operator 't

be knew It was

Mone ove wikd with
Anglously, lmpatiently, be ls
At st be could make out

:'I.l.'l:" be excialmed (o
4 8 the watter w
t They're crasy!” .
The wild rattie of the receiver top.
Harllng seized bis oy key.

The girl stood junking at him, burt

Keep your nerves. Send sense.”

‘The touch of

storm.

out “C—g- .

mm.‘t
his nnswer lnto the night.

tip's stateroom.

from him yet”
back cool and sharp.

he Is at ohce.. I'11 be with yon”
The recelver had begin

fenr.

“Help!
s

Help!
wis all the receiver clivked.

it In.

vil fereely.  “Send position.
nerve. Send position.”

walting auxiously.
ed whidly.

dirty coward!
such a thoe!”

terely bis enmmand:
“Seud position.”™

In the same nuftled way:

Help us yoick, for God's sake!™

work of the cowand was awful,
“The fouil” be gasped.

vulleyed out into the night:
“What reef” Send position

lachk.
ul & fenr crazed wan

“I'll rewurd you,
wy wind rch
Wil rewand baudsnoely.”

i yarbt
¥, e seled Uie caprain's telephone
vviiind Chine
IO the amelt Ievessa, capiain
urts guillg o jHeves
Ighitetim] at  the
ol ey

Fbwre's
key - K.

Fomnl

t ks merye cotupietely

ba
(1

wuad s i knes
el \

i e
ol Ibhe man at the
st

D e,

Jrely  burst Inte the

Vel

says. caplaln
ofily be's st his uerve

ixtened 8 mwoment aogiousty-~it's
little better pow,

struck reef fwo bours
know where”

ago.

|

“What's wrong? Doo't be a fool |

the key bad brought
pitn thoroughly to himself. His nerve

and his bead grew cool as he
drove his wessage fercely out luto the

He paused, listening eagerly, and
agnin the recelver begin to click, al-
most as wildly, as insauely, as before,
Only the skilled operator could make

“A distress sigoal™ be gasped. “It's

Again the Mongollan's wireless oper:
erntor selzed his key and drove out

AR he wulted be seized the tele
phone connected direct with the cap-

“Captaly, bave just received a dis-
tress signni’™ he shouted, “Have sent
them our position fo vourse, but the
fool seemed to have lost his nerve.
Have uot heen able to get anything

The answer of the captaln came
“Make him tell where he 1 and who

to elick
again wildly. and Harling. gripplog the
table to keep himself steady. liaiened
with disgust, for the sending now was
that of a man absolutely Insane Jrom

For tiod's sake belpl

Al dmst Bt stopgesd @ woteent, and
the Mougoliam operaior maniged 1o

“setd name and position,” he pound.
b

tie stopped, grasping the table and
“M-on-goblan™ the recelver ¢llek

“The fool™ gasped Huarling. “The
Sending that way at

ile seized the key and drove ort

For reply the receiver clicked back

=Yacht Irvessa breaking upon reef.
Fur tiod's sake belp us! WII pay any
reward If you will save us at oncel

The rage of the operator had risen,
I'he thought of lives resting oo the

“If be's
lreaking up. why s bhe wasting time
that way?" Aod then his own Wwessage

Quirk™
In pmpieky clicks the answet camw
It was the same Wdlotle mviog

Iam E H, Plock-
Have thiny os bourd

Agalp Harling drove oot the sbort
demand for the pemitivo uf the wreck-
Then, as e walied for re

Khe

1]
Can't even 2ot bis jaomil o
o ddteg g besl, wir, Dl Plockney
If they had |
wiy @l lhe Koy We might get sonie

up the | “vne o listen i‘ll
-

nes driven out through the storms. | |
wus o chae for Harllug v
iftensa Be)
ovunding, with o sense (o s
As the Mougoilan operator
valtedl Tor & brvak (o ~ut in the eape
alu, driven by the fone of the wing
Mtle  wireless

e
His sending Is awful
He's a good operator, too, | beleve,
“omplete .
itut ue tearly as | can make out” -~ he

He says Irvessa,
bound for New York from Forto Rice,
o't

“Yen, yen, | understand'” broke in
the captain impatiently. ~But can’t be | follows
give us any idea of his course? Can.
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“Well," b syapped, “what Is it pow? !
ave you g4 the position of the I |
cenan 7
Hariing shook his bead in disgust
“I ean bardly wake ont what
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dadn reef is the only charted reef
within 200 wiles of our present posi
tion. Could you wend 200 miles to

night
lariing shook his bead,

“I dou't think we conld, air. And
200 miles for a yaeht won'd he impos.

170 w& continven,)

wolleyed oul intn the i memsage
of chaoer, a

|




