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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.
| IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776. |
"The Unanimous Declaration of the' Thirteen United
i Suates of America.
When, in the course of human events, it becomes
n for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected therh with another, and to as-
sume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the laws of nature and of na-
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For taking away our charters, abolishi ‘
| valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the: forms

of our governments:

2
ng oii¥ most

For suspending our own legislatures, and dei:lurmg

themselves invested with
all cases whatsoever.

power to legislate for: us in

. He has abdicated government here, by decl s
out of his protection and waging war against US,

He has ptundered our seas, ra
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of
He is, at this time, transporting large
foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, | ot

most barbarous ages,

and
of a civilized nation.

yraniy, already |
| stances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely

vaged our coasts,

with (ircum.
parallele 1in the
totally unworthy th jhead

He has constrained our fellow-citi;.t;ns, taken cap-
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When in
the Ameri
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MECKLENBURG DECLARATION OF INDE-
| PENDENCE.
THE QUESTION SETTLED.
the year 1819, it was first announced to
can public, by the editor of the Raleigh
people of Mecklen

burg, in North

actually declared themselves indepen-
Brnam in May, 1775, the fact was

-and because, also, it was thought that an act so much
in advance of public opinion would scarcely have es-
caped notice and honorable mention, when their early

yet become the aim, or even the wish of the colonies; |
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3. As all former laws are
now wholly suspended in this
province, and the ocongress
have not yet provided others,
we judge it necessary, for the
better preservation of '
order, to form certain rules
regulations for the internal
government of this county,
until laws shall be provided
far us by congress.

4. That the inhabitants of
this copnty do meet on a cer-
tain day appointed by thie

or military, within this county,
we do hereby ordain and adopt.

as a rule of life, all, each, and

every of our former lawsj .
wherein, nevertheléss, _the

Créwn of Great Britain never

can be censidered as holding -
rights, privileges, immunities,
of authority therein.

That it is further decreed
that all, each, and every mili,
tary officer in this county, is
hereby reinstated in his former
acting conformably to these
regulations. And that every

nies, viz: eight in the county
and one in the town of Char-
lotte, do choose a colonel and
other military offieers, who
shall hold and exercise their
several powers by virtue of
this choice, and independent

tive on the high seas, to bear arms against thei* ¢oun-
try, to become the executioners of their frie: ds and
brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. |

He has excited domestic insurrections amor gst us,
and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants.of our
frontiers the merciless Indian savages, whose kgown

member present of this dele,
gation shall henceforth be a
civil officer, viz: a_justice of
the peace, in the character of -
a committee-man, to issue pro~
cess, hear and determine all

suﬁﬁmﬁon came to be subsequently ado
'Mr. Jefferson having, t;.fqhis czrrea;:ﬁ'enoe with
his friend Mr. Adams, expressed the opinion that the
per published as the “‘Rlecklenburg Declaration of
ndependence” was not genuine, the Legislature of
North Carolina, soon after the publication of that cor-

ture’s God entitle them, a decent ct to the opin-
ions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to. be selfrevident—that all
men are created equal ; that they are endowed, by their
Creator, with cefain unalienable rights; that among |

these are life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness.
That to secure these rights, governments are institu-
ted among men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed; that whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the right of the people®o alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new government, laying its foundation on
such principles, and organizing s powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their

In every stage of these oppressions, we haye peti-

tioned for redress in the most humble terms;
peated petitions have been answered only by
A prince whose character is thus ma by

injury.

e

every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit’to be

the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attention to

ish brethren.

our ‘Brit.

We have warned them from fime to

rule of warfare is an undistinguished destrudtion of
all ages, sexes, and conditions. *

respondence, authorized the Governor of the State to
collect and publish evidence to establish its' authenti-
city.! This was accordingly done; and it appeared
by the document thus given to the public, that reso-
lutions of the character alleged had been adopted by
the peoElle of Mecklenburg in May, 1775; that the
copy which had been published had been found in
manuseript among the papers of General Davie; and
that their authenticity was ¢onfirmed by the recollec-

witnesses.

matters of Gontroversy, ac.
cording to said adopted laws
and to preserve peace, union,
and harmony in said county;
and to use every exertion to
spread the love of country and
fire of  freedom throughout
America, until a¥nore general
and organized government be -
established in this provinge, !

of the Crown of Great Britain
and former constitution of this
province.

tions of several respectable contempo

Before the publication of this testimony, there had
been avery prevalent tradition in North Carolina that
some resolutions had been adopted in Mecklenburg in
1775, of an unusually bold \character, and [the proc.
lamation of the royal Governor, which had been pre-
served in Almon’s Remmembrancer, expressly referred
to those resolutions, among various other * seditious
and treasonable acts,” in the Province of North Car-
olina. ' While the Governor’s pamphlet proved the
tradition to have been well founded, it did not entirely
remoye the difficulty. The close coincidence between-
some passages in the Mecklenburg paper and the Dec.
laration of National Independence of the 4th of July,
1776, was too remarkable to be attributed to accident,
and some were therefore inclined to doubt the genuine-
ness of the particular resolutions, rather than b’eﬁgve that
Mr. Jefferson had been guilty of a plagiarism from a
paper of such humble pretensions, or, being guilty,
should have escaped detection by his contemporaries.
On the other hand, the latter alternative was eagerly
seized by Mr. Jefferson’s enemies, and their wishes
no doubt contributed to bias their judgments, and in-
clined them to the belief that the paper was genuine,
and that Mr. Jefferson had been its copyist. This

safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
- that governments long enstablished should not be
~ changed for light and transient causes; and, ficcord-
ingly, all experience hath shown that mankind are
~ more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same
object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw
off such government, and to provide new guards for
their future security. Such has been the patient suf-
ferance of these colonies; and such is now the necessi-
ty which constrains them to alter their former systems
of government. ' The history of the present King of
Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
-usurpations; all having in direct object the establish-
ment of an absolute tyranny over these States.  To
4 prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.
He has refused his assent to laws, the most whole-
some and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of im-
mediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in
‘their operation till his assent. should be obtained; and
when so suspended he has utterly neglected to attend

time of attempts by their legislature to exténd an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have re-
minded them of the circumstances of our emiisration
and settlement here. 'We have appealed to tkzir na-
tive justice and magnanimity, and we have ctnjured
them by the ties of our common kindred to ¢ savow
these usurpations, which would inevitably irerrupt
our connexions and correspondence. They, to), have
been deaf to the voice of justice and consanghinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which
denounces our scparation, and hold them, as v hold
the rest of mankind,—enpemies in war—in: peace,
friends. 23 3

We, therefore, the representatives of the ; United
States of America, in General Co assiymbled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the worldfor the
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name an¢ by the
authority of the people of these colonies, s femnly
publish and declare, that these United Colonies { re, and
of right ought to be, free and independent States—
r That they are absolved from all allegiance to the Brit-
ish Crown, and that all political connexion between
them and the state of Great Britain is, and.cught to
be, totally dissolved ; and that, as free and independ.-
ent States, they have full power to levy way, con.

The production of & printéd copy of these resolu.
tions, in a paper published six weeks after they were
passed, thus furnishing that highest testimony of their
existence which the skeptical called for, and which
has so well justified a part of their doubts, may be
considered now to have established the following
points, beyond room for cavil or doubt ; .

First. le of the county of Mecklenburg,
in North Caro{i,ﬁz,p did, as early as May, 1775, pass
patriotic resolutions, which showed then a determined
spirit of resistance to oppression, and which procured
for them the honor of being denounced as traitors by
a royal governor.

Secondly, They were not so much in advance of
their countrymen in the other provinces and in thejr
own, as the resolutions previously published seemed
to imply ; for they doinot speak of dissolving the po.
| litical bands which hafl connected them with the Brit.
Hislr Government, but merely. propese a temporary or
provisional government so long as they were d:',rlzred
in a state of rebellion; Both in the preamble and in
the three first resolutions, they regarg the British au.
thority as merely * suspended,” not annihilated, The
last resolution is merely a consummation of their pur.
pose previously declared. '

to them.

He has refused to other laws, for the accom-
modation of large districts of people, unless those
people would relinquish the right of representation in
the legislature—a right inestimable to them, and formi-
* dable to ts only.

He has called together legislative bodies, at places
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the deposito-
ry of their public’records, for the sole purpose of fa-
tiguing them into compliance with his measures. '

He has dissolved representative houses, repeatedly,
for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the
rights of the people.

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolu.
tions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the le-
gislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have re-
turned to the people at large, for their exercisej! the
state remaining, in the mean time, exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without and convulsions
within. |

He has endeavored to prevent the population of
these States; for that purpose obstructing the laws for
naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others
to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new appropriations of lands. -

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by
- refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary

powers, _ -

He has made judges dependent op his will alone for
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their salaries.,

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent
hither «warms of officers, to harass our people, and
eat out their substance. '

He has kept among us, in. times of peace, standing
armies, without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the miilitary independent
of, and superior to, the civil power.
. He has combined with others to subject us to a ju-
risdiction foreign to our constitution and unacknowl-
«edged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of
pretended legislation: :
~ Por quartering large bodies of armed troops among

\, For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punish-
‘ment fgr any murders :?ilich they should commit on
-the inhabitants of these States: ‘
* For cutting off otir trade with all parts of the world:
. Eor imposing taxes on us without our consent:
t'rm]F‘ordepﬁiingus,inmany cases, of the benefits of
| Fd‘;yt‘;:?mrhngua beyond seas, to -be tried for
f abolishing the free system of English laws in
neig " ) n._ e emblishing

Y
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clude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce,

and to do all other acts and thin

States may of right do.

gs which inde‘pend'ent
And for the support of this

declaration, with a firm reliance on the protgéfion of
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each' other
our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

New Hampshire.
Josiah Bartlett,
William Whipple,
Matthew Thomton.
Massachusetts Bay.
John Haneock,
Samuel Adams,
John Adams, .
Robert Treat Paine,
Elbridge Ge;}l'y.
Rhode Island. .
Stephen Hopkins,
William Ellery.

Connecticut,
Roger Sherman,
Samuel Huntington,
William Williams,
Oliver Wolcott.

New York.
William Floyd, .
Philip Livingston,
Francis Lewis,
Lewis Morris.

New Jersey,
Richard Stockton,
John Witherspoon,
Francis Hopkinson,
John Hart,
Abraham Clark. -

Pennsylvanta.
Robert Morris,
Benjamin Rush,
Benjamin Franklin,
John Morton,
George Clymer,

James Sniith, 3,

George Taylor,

James Wilson,

George Ross.

Delaware. ;..

Cesar Radney,

George Reed,

Thomas McKean. ¥
Maryland. .

- Samuel Chase, e,

William Paca,
Thomas Stone, L
Charles Carroll, of C:Lmllton.
Virginia. | .
George Wythe, "y
Richard Henry Lee, 5
Thomas Jefferson, ;
Benjamin Harrison, =
Thomas Neleon, jun. 3
Francis Lightfoot Lee, ;~
Carter Braxton. . &
North Caroling:
William Hooper, :
Joseph Hughes, =5 B
John Penn. = i}

. South Carolin's
Edward Rutledge, i( .
Thomas Heyward, _]ui,
Thomas Lynch, jun. 7’
Arthur Middleton. .

Georgia. -
Button Gwinnett, °
Liyman Hall,
George Walton.
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Elections take
following order: -

July, Louisiana,

August; - Rhode Island,*
N. Carolina,*

Alabama*
Tennessee,*
Kenmckz,*
September, ’Xiermtmt,
A g

“ S. Carolina,

- # In the States marked with'a

ies: are to be elected, -

place, during the preseit yeu,fm

October, Pennsylv’ﬁa,
-03 i }- i 15N
Maryland,*
Arkansas,
New Jel@y,
Delawars’
New Ydrt
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question is now put to rest, thanks to the antiquarian

position.

written copy, May 20,

CHARLOTTE TOWN, MECKLEN-
BURG COUNTY.

May 31, 1775;
This day the committee met,
and passed the following re-
solves :

~ Whereas, by an address pre-

| sented to his Majesty by both

Houses of Parliament, in Feb.
ruary last, the American col.
onies are declared to be ina
state of aetual. rebellion, we
conceive that all laws and
commissions confirmed by, or
derived from, the authority of
the King of Parliament, are
annulled and vacated, and the
former eivil constitution of
these colonies, for thé present,
wholly suspended. To pro-
vide in some degree for the
exigencies of this county, in
the present alarming period,
we deem it proper and neces-
sary to pass the following re-
solves, viz :

1. That all commissions,
<ivil and military, heretofore
Jgranted by the Crown, to be
exercised in these colonies, are
null and void, and the consti-
tution of each particular col-

_{ ony, wholly suspended.

2. That the provincial con-
gress of each province, under
the direction of the great con.
tinental Congress, is invested
with all the legislative and ex-
respective provinces ; and that
no other legislative and execu.
tive power does or can exist,
at this time, in any of these
colonies. ¥

researches of Mr. Peter Force, of Wnshinéton. He
'has been fortunate enough to procure a new
printed in 1775, which contains a copy of the
lenburg resolutions, and which have a claim to au.
thenticity that the written copy found among the
pepers of General Davie cannot boast, however sup-
ported by the distant and fallible recoliections of the
best-intentioned witnesses. :

To enable the reader to see the disagreement be-
tween the two copies, they are here placed in juxta-
The printed copy is dated May 81, and is
published in a paper dated July 12, 1775; and the

per,
ECKe«

MEecxrLevsure DEcranaTiON
/0P INDEPENDENCE,
May 20, 1775.

That whosoever| directly or
indirectly abets, or in any way,
form, or manner, countenances
the unchartered and dangerous
invasion _of our 'rights, as
claimed by -Great! Britain, is
an \enemy to this county, to
America, and to the inherent
and unaliengble rights of man.

That we, the citizens of
Mecklenburg county, do here-
by dissolve the political bands

which have connected us with

the mother country, and here- poNs

by absolve ourselves from all
allegianceto the British crown,
and abjure all political con-
nexion, contract, or associa-
tion with that nation, who
have wantonly trampled on
our rights and hbertxea, and
inhumanly shed the blood of
American patriots at Lexing-
ton. i
That we do hereby declare
ourselves a free and indepen.
‘dent people; are, and of right
ought to be, a sovereign and
self-governing association, un-
der the control of mo power
other than that of our God
of the Congress : to the main.
tenance of which indepen.
dence we solemnly pledge to
each other our mutual co-op-
eration, our lives, our fortunes,

Thirdly and lastly. This genuine copy completel
acquits Mr, Jefferson of t.hgee improhall:l’;a cha.ll"ge oyf
plagiarism, which party zealots first industriously
propagated, and careless reasoners too readily admit.
ted. It does not contain a single expression or phrase
which is to be found in the Declaration of Indepen.
dence adopted by Congress, The spurious copy con.
tained several, which are here printed in italics, and
which from the first led many to doubt its authenticity,
The questions to which these Mecklenburg r{olus
tions have given rise, and which may be “ascribed
partly te the interest with which we view whatsoever

is in any way connected with the Revolution, and

{partly to the avidity with which party vindictiveness

finds aliment in every thing, may thus be considered
to be permanently settled. Requiescat in pace.
J INvESTIGATOR,

DECLARATION OF THE VESTRY OF ST,
PAUL’S CHURCH, EDENTON, (N.C,) Junz 19, 1776,

(05 The following is gorrectly\copied from the Minutes of
the Vestry of St. Paul's Church, by a gentleman of this plage,
and communicated for publication in the Sentinel.]

We, the subscribers, professing our to
the King, and acknowledging the constitutional exep.
utive power of Government, do solemnly profess, tes.
tify, and declare, that we do ahsolutely believe that
neither the Parliament of Great Britain nor any mems.
ber or constituent branch thereof, has a right to im»

taxes upon the Colonies to regulate the interpal
policy thereof ; that all attempts by fraud or force to
establish and exercise such claims and powers are
violations of the peace and security of the le, and
ought to be resisted to the utmost ; ‘and mm
ple of this Province singly and collectively are bound '
by the acts ard regulations of the Continental and the
Provincial Congress, because in both they mﬁﬁ:
represented by persons chosen by themselves: and’
we do-solemnly and sincerely promise and én |
under the sanction of ¥irtue, honor, and the sagred
love of liberty and ouru.mntryl, to m;l:sin and sup»
port,all and every the acts; resoluti nd regulations . -
of the eid Continental and Provincial Congresses to
the utmost of our: r and ability. - PP AN

In testimony we have hereunto ‘set ouy '
hmds,thiletholemii 1776. r St AR Bery i
Ricrapp Hosxmws, ..

- Davio Ricg, = =

'Panw_;




