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L MESSAGE
: OF THE PRESIDENT.

Delizered, Decerber 2405, 1839,

Fellow-Citizens of the Senale,
and House of Representatives.
I recret that I eannot on this ecession
coneratulate you that the past year has been
oxe of unalloyved prosperity.  The ravages
of fire amd disease have painfully afHicted
otherwize Aourishing portions of our country;
and serious embarrassments yvet derange the
rade of many of our cities.  But, notwith-
standine these adverse circumstances, that
eneral I.rc-ﬁh-ri!}' which hias been heretofore
so bountitully bestowed upon us h\-“ the Au-
hor of ail eoo:d, still eontinues to eall for
awur warmest cratitnde.  Especially have we
eason to rejoice in the exuberant harvests
which hiave lavishly recompensed well direc-
ted industry, and civen to it that sure re-
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For the settlement of our Northeastern
bound Iy, the prnpns]liﬂn ]]rlllhii-t':] 1'-‘\-' Gre:it
Britain for 1 commision of exploration s«
surveew, lhas heen receivesd, amd a counter
',;r‘."l.-r‘r‘ ineludine also a provision for the
certiin and final adjustment of the limits in
dispute; is now before the British Govern-
ment lor its eonsideration.
the de

the State of Maine, not less than a convie-
tion that the necotiation has been alresly
protracted lourer thnn 1s prudent on the part
ol either Government, have led me to helieve
that the present fivorable moment should
on aceount be sutlered
putting the question forever at rest. [T feel
confitlent II|=|‘I the Government ol her Britan-
Ic Majesty wil take the same view of this
subject, as I am persuadea it is governed by
desires equally stronr and sincere for the
amicable termination of the controversy.
Lo ibe intrinsie ditficulties of questions of
' W boundary lines, especialiy those deseribed in
B I:ﬁl!‘iﬂnﬂ unoccupied, and but partially known,
. 18 to be added in our country the embarrass-
ment necessarily arising out of our Constitu-
tion, by which the General Government is
A made the organ of nesotiating, and deciding
~J vpon the particular interests of the States on
f Vhose fiontiers these lines are to be traced.
. To avoid another controversy i which a
. State Government micht richtfully claim to
B1ve her wishes consulted, previously to the
onclusion of conventional arranzements
oneerninee her rizhits of jurisdiction or terri-
¥y have thourat it necessary to call the
tention of the Government of Great Britain
| another portion of our conterminous do-
ition, of which the division still remains to
Wl “djnsted. T refer to the line from the en-
nce of Liuke Superior to the most north-
Fstern point of the Lake of the Woads, sti-
Pulations for the settlement of which are to
: f:mnd m the seventh article of the treaty
rhent. The commissioners appointed un-
. er th_q% article hy the two Gevernments hav-
" 2 differed in their opinions, made separate
I POrts, according to its stipulations, upon
€ points of disngreement, and these differ-
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FICes are now to he submitted to the arbi-

! some friendly sovereign or State.
e disputed points should be settled, and

daries, takes its place in the Union as a State;
and I rely upon the cordial co-operation of
the British Government to affect that object.

There is every reason to believe that dis-
turbances like those which lately agitated
the neighboring British Provinces will not
again prove the sources of border contentions,
or interpose obstacles to the continuance of
that good understanding which it is the mu-
tual interest of Great Britain and the United
States to preserve and maintain.

Within the Provinces themselves tranquil-
ity is restored, and on our frontier that mis-
guided sympathy in favor of what was pre-
sumed to be a general effort in behalf of pop-
ular rights, and which in some instances mis-
led a few of our more inexperienced citizens,
has subsided into a rational conviction strong-
ly opposed to all intermeddline with the in-
ternal aflairs of our neichbors. The people
of the United States feel, as it is hoped they
always will, a warm solicitude for the success
ofall who are sincerely endeavoring to im-
prove the political condition of mankind. This
generous feeling they cherish towards the
most distant nations; and it was nataral,
therefore, that it should be awakened with
more than eommon warmth in behall of their
immediate neizhbors. But it does not Le-
lone 1o their charaeter, as a community, to
seek the gratification of those feelings in acts
which violate their duty as citizens, endan-
aer the peace of their country, and tend to
brine upon it the stain of a violated faith to-
wards forelon nations.  If, zealous to con-
fer benefits on others, they appear for a mo-
ment to lose sicht of the permanent obliza-
tions imposed upon them as citizeus, they are
seldom lon> misled. From all the informa-
tien I receive, confirmed 1o some exieut by
personal observation, I am satisficd that ne
one ecan now hope to ensace ip such enter-

| prizes without encouatering public indigna-

tion, in addition 1o the severest penalties of
the law.

Recent information also leads me to hope
that the emigrants from her Majesty’s Pro-
vinees, who have sought refuce within our
Loun:aries, are disposcd to become peacea-
ble residents, and to abstain from all attempts
to entdanwer the¥pesce of that vonniry which
hus atlorded themn an ssylum. On a review
ol the oceurrences on both sides of the line,
it is satisfuerory 1o reflect, that in almost
every complaint azainst our country, the of-
fence may be trauced to emicrants from the
Provine:s who huive soueht r !'u-__rl' here. In
the few instances in which they were aided
by eitizens of 1ie United Stutes, the acts of
these misorided men were not only in direct
contravention ol the laws well known
ol their own Government, but met
with the decided disapprobation of the peo-
ple of the United States.

I reoret to state the appearance of a dif-

and
wishes

the Canndas.  ‘The sentinents ol hostility to
our prople and institutions, which have been
so reane nily expre=sed there, and the disre-
cuoon =one ot'a-'l'-‘il'ﬂh', ]17‘(\(‘, Iam sOrry 10

toapplaaded and 1-'||c'|111r;:gf-(i by the
sle, nd even by some ol the subordinate
loeal aunthorities of the Provinces. The chief
oflicerz in Canada fortunately have not en-
tertained the same feeling, and have proba-
Lly prevented excesses that must have been
[#t:] 1o the pence ol the two countries.

I lool forward anxionsiy 1o a l!t‘ii'n[ when
all the transaetions which have grown out of
thiz conditinn of our athirirs; and which have
been munde the subjeets ol complaint snd re-
monstrance by the two Governmenis respee-
tively, shall be lully examined, and the pro-
per satislietion miven where it is due from
L‘illu-r spde.

Nothing his accurred to disturh the har-
mony of our intercourse with Aastria, Bel-
sium, Denmark, France, Nuples, Portuzal,
Prussin, Ruossia, or Sweden. 'The internal
state ol Spain has =sensibly improved, and a
arounded hope exists that the retnrn of peace
will resiore to tive people of that country
their former prosperity, and enable the Gov-
ernment to fulfi! all its obligations at home
and abroad. The Government of Partugal, I
Lave the satisfaction to state, has paid in full
the eleventh and last instalment ddue to our
citizeus for the claims embrace:d in the set-
tlement made with iton the third of March,
1837.

I lay before you treaties of commerce ne-
gotinted with the Kings of Sardinia and of
the Netherlands, the ratificutions of which
have been exchanged since the adjournment
of Coneress. The liberal principles of these
treaties will recommend them to your appro-
barion. 'That with Sardinia is the first trea-
ty of commerce formed by that kingdom,
and it will, T trust, answer the expectations
of the present sovereign, by aiding the de-
velopement of the resources ol his eountry,
and stimulating the enterprise of” his people.
That with the Netherlands happily termi-
nates a long existing subject of dispute, and
removes from our future commercial inter-
course all apprehension of emburrassmeu-t.
The King of the Netherlands has also, in
further illustration of his characler for justice,
and of his desire to remove every cause of
dissatisfaction, made compensation for an
American vessel captured in 1800 by a
French privateer, and carried into Curagoa,
where the proceeds were appropriated to the
ase of the colony, then, and for a short time
after under the Dominion of Holland.

The death of the late Sultan has produc-
ed no alteration in our reiations: with Tur-

o
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key. Our newly appointed Minister Resi- |

dent has reached Constantinople,and I have

received assurancee from the present Ruler

of friendship, will be fulfilled by himself in
the same spirit that actuated his illustrious
father.

I regret to be obliged to inform you that
no convention for the settlement of the claims
of our citizens upon Mexico has yet been ra-
tified by the Government of that country.—
The first convention formed for that purpose
was not presenied by the President of' Mex-
ico for the approbation of its Congress, from
a belief that the King of Prussia, the arbi-
trator in case of disagreement in the joint
comwission to be appointed by the United
States and Mexico, would not consent to
take upon himself’ that friendly office. Al-
though not entirely satisfied with the course
pursued by Mexico, I felt no hesilation in
receivingz in the most conciliatory spirit the
explanation offered. and also cheerfully con-
sented to a new convention, in order 1o ar-
range the payments proposed to be made 10
our citizens, in a manner which, while equal-
Iy just to them, was deemed less onerous
and inconvenient to the Mexican Govern-
ment, Mr. Ellis was directed to repair to
Mexico, and diplomatie intercourse has been
resumed between the two countries. he
new convention has, he informs us, been re-
cently submitted by the President of that
Republic to its Congress, under eircumstan-
ces which promise a speedy ratification; a
result which I cannot allow myself to doubt.

Instructions have been given to the Comn-
missioner of the United States under our
Convention with Texas, for the demareation
of the line which separates us from that Re-
publie. The commissioners of both Govern-
ments met in New Orleans in Aueast Inst.—
Tle joint commission was organized, and
adjourned to convene at the same plsce on
the twellth of October. It is presuomed to be
uow in the performince of its duties.

The new Government of Texus hasshown
its desire to cultivare Iviendly relations with
us, by a prompt reparation f{or injuries coin-
plained of in the cases of two vessels of the
United States.

With Ceniral America a convention has
been concluded for the renewal of its former
treaty with the United Siates.  Thiz was
ant ratified betore the departure of our late
Charoe A’ Alhires from that conuntry, and the
copy of it brousht by hiny was not received
hefore the adjpurnment ¢t the Senate at the
last session.  In the mean while, 1he period
limited for the exchanee of ratifieationz hav-
ine expired, T deemed it expedient. in conse-
quence of the death of the Charae "dAllaires,
to send a specinl agent to Central Ameries,
1o close the affairs of our mission there, and
to arranee with the Government sn exten-
sion of the time for the exchange of' ratifica-
tions.

The commission created by the Sintes
which formerly composed the Republie of
Colombia, for adjustinz the elaims sgainst
thit Government, has, by a very nnexpected
construction of the treaty under which it acts,
decided that no provision was made (ot those
claims of citizens ol the United States whieh
arose from eaptures by Colombian privateers,
and were adjudoed acainst the cluimants in
the judicial tribupals. This decision will
compel the United States 1o appiy to the
several Governments tormerly united for re-
dress. With all these -- New Grenada, Ve-
nezuela, and Ecnador, a perfectiv oood un-
derstandins exists. OQur treaty with Vene-
zuela is faithiully carried inlo execution, and
thateountry, in the enjovment ol tranguility,
is gradually advancinz in prosperity under
the cuidunee of its present distingaished Pre-
sident, General Paez. With Ecuador, a
liberal commercial convention has lately been
concluded, which will be tran=mitted 1o the
Senate at ap early dav.

With the great American Empire of Brazil
our relations continue unchanged, as does our
friendly iatercourse with the other Govern-
meuts of South America—the Argeutine Re-
publics of Urnguay, Chili, Perun and Bolivia.
‘T’he dissolution of the Peru-Bolivia Confede-
ration may occaxion some temporary incou-
venie jce to our citizens in that quarter, but
the oblizatious on the new Governmeuts
which have arisen out of that Contederation
to observe its treaty stipulations, will no dontit
be svon understood, and it is presiumed that
no indisposition will exist to fultil those which
it coutracted with the United States,

The finaucial operations of the Govern-
ment during the present year have, 1 am hap-
py to say, been very successtul. "The difli-
cultie= under which the Treasury Departinent
bas lubored fromn known defects in the exist-
ing laws relative to the safe keeping of the
public moneys, aggravated by the suspension
of specie payments by several of the banks
holding public deposites, or indebted to pub-
lic officers for notes received in paymeat of
public dues, have been surmounted to a very
gratifying extent.  The lirge current expei-
ditures have been punctually met, and the faith
of the Government in all its pecuoniary con-
cerns has been serupulously maintained.

The nineteen millions of U'reasury notes
authorized by the act of Congress of 1837,
atid the modifications thereof, with a view lo
the indulgence of merchants ou their duty
bonds, and of the deposite bauks in the pay-
ment of public moneys held by them. have
been so punctually redeemed as to leave less
than the original ten millious outstanding at
any one time, aud the whole amouat uure-
deemed now falls short of three millious. . Ol
these the chief portion is not due till next
year, and the the whale would have been al-
ready extinguished conld th- Treasury have
realized the paymeuts due to it from the bauks.
1f those due from them during the next year

shall be punctually made, and if Coungress

this end,

shall kecp the appropriations within the esti-
males, there is every reason to believe that all
the outstanding T'reasnry notes can be re-
deemed, and the ordinary expenses defrayed,
without impesing on the people any additional
burden, either ofloans or increased taxes.

To avoid this, and to keep the expenditures
within reasonable bounds, is a duty, second
ouly in importance to the preservation of our
national character, and the protection of our
citizens i'u their civil and political rights.
T'he creation, in time of peace, of a debt likely
to become permanent, is an evil for which
there is_no equivalent. The rapidity with
which many of the States are appareutly ap-
proaching to this condition, adimonishes us of
vur own duties, in a_manner too impressive
to be disregarded. One, not the least impor-
tant, is to keep the Federal Government al-
ways in a condition to discharge, with ease
and vigor, its highest fouuctions, should their
excrcise be required by any sudden conjunc-
ture of public aflairs—a condition to which we
are always exposed, and which may occur
when it is least expected. To this end, it is
indispensable that its finances should be un-
tramunelled, and its resources, as far as prac-
ticable, unincumbered. No circumstances
could present greater obstacles to the accomn-
plishment of these vitally important objects,
than the creation of an onerous national
debt.  Our owa experience, and also that of
other nations, have demonstrated the unavoid-
able and fearful rapidity with which a public
debt is increased, when the Government has
once surrendered itself to the ruinous practice
of supplying its supposed necessities by new
loans. The struggle, therefore, on our part,
1o be suceess=ful, must be made at the thres-
hold. To muke our effurts effective, severe
cconomy i= necessary. ‘T'his is the surest
provision for the national welfare; and it is,
at the same time, the best preservative of the
principles on which ous institutivns rest.
Sunplicity and economy in the afihiss of State
have never failed to chasten and iavigorate
Republican principles, while these have been
as surely subverted by wpational prodigality.
uuder whatever specious pretexts it may have
been introduced or fostered.

These considerations cannot be lost upon
a people who have never been inattentive to
the effect ot their policy upon the institutions
they have ereated for themselves; but at the
present moment their force  is angmented by
the necessity which a decreasing revenue
must impose.

Th: ¢hedk lat ly given toimpait:tions of a't'eles
su' jattodduins, thed mngenents in the opera-
tons ot t poa! trode, amd, es eciallyv. the redne-
; rwlvaliv t kooe place i our taiff of dutie s,
nd ma ri l'r}‘ ty lessenour receist-; i oo eod it
i+ probahle that the Cimi ution resanticg rom he
List can=c aloqe will ot tall stiort of five: il jons
otdst'a i e year 1842, as the fial reluction of
all duti st twety p roeot. tyn takes - fivet. The
wha!  revenue then sec uivg romn the eu tvns and
from the =a' s of pahle tundds, if vot more, will un-
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pe re-«ft e G v riprent u der th-most prudent
sdmi oot ten of jts aff ir-.

I'hese are circunilances that impose the
necessity of rigid economy, and require its
prompt and constant  exercise. With the
Legislature rest the power and duly of so ad-
justing the public expenditure as to promote
By the provisions of the Constitu-
tion, it is only in consequence of appropria-
tions made by law, that money con be drawn
from the Treasury; no instance has occurred
since the establi-hment of the Government
in which the Executive, though a component
part of the Legislative power, has interposed
an ohjection to au appropriation bill ou  the
sole gronud of its extravagance. His dmy
in this respect has< been considered fulfilled
by requasting such appropriations ouly as the
public service may be reasonably t:.xpet.‘ied to
reqiire.  La the present earuest direction of
the public miad towards this subject, both
the Lxecutive and the Legislature have evi-
dence of the strict respousibility to which they
will be held; and while I am conscious of my
own anxious effoits to perform with fidelity
this portion of my public fonctions, itis a
sati-faction tno me to be able to count ou a
cordial co-operation from you.

Att eti e lentere! upn v n y present duties, -nor
«rdi ary di burseme ts —without iwindi o thoss
wi gz a o fthe pubic cebr,t.e pst flie a-d
the tinst funds i« eha g2 o the 3 ver me t--hl
beet a geyi c ezsod ly:p  priativsior the re-
inova' of the 1 «dia s, £ repel ingl dia - hestiiti s,
adir.ther e sures tex e sos whi h rew cut
o au veflawit Troasury. I depende t of the
redompti o . fthe pub ic de it v -d t usts, th- gross
expe citur & s> entoe: nd eiz feet mi I_l_- nsi
I- .4 a d 1455 had, by thess causes, sae'ed 1o
twe ty ni e mili & in 1736 a dthe ap:r prie-
tio sf 1337, made roviiusytothe 4thf Mar b,
canszd the expe diture t» mis: to the very large
amou t o fthirty threemi i s

‘I'he precautionary measures which will be
recommended by the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, to protect faithfaily the publie credit un-
der the flactnations and esntingencies to
which our receipts and cxpeudlture? are ex-
posed, and especially ina commercial erisis
like the present, are commended to your early
attention.

On a former occasion your altention was
invited to varions considerations in support
ol a pre-emption lw in behall of the settlers
on the public lands; and also of"a law graduat-
ing the prices for such lands as had long been
in the market unsold, in eonzequence of their
inferior quality.  The execution of the act
which was passed o2 the first subjert has been
attended with the happiest consequences, in
quieti g titles, aad sararing improvements to
the industrions=; and it has also, to a very
aratifying extent, heen exempt from !ha frands
whi-h were pmr'lised under previons pre-
emnting lvs. It has, at the same time. as
was anticipated, contributed liberaly during
the present year to the receipts of the I'rea-
Sury.

The passago of a graduation law, with the

guards befors recommended, would also, I
am persuaded, add considerably to the revenue
for several years, and prove in other respects
Jjust and beneficial.

Your early consideration of the subject is,
therefore, once more carnestly requested.

The present conditiou of the defences of
our principal seaports and navy yards, asre-
preseuted by the accompaunying report of the
Secretary of War, calls for the early and seri-
ous aticntion of Congress; and, as connect-
ing itself intimately with this subject, I can-
uot recommend too strongly to your con-
sideration the plan submitted. by that officer
for the organization of the militia of the Uni-
ted States. :

) In conformity with the expressed wishes of

Congress, an aitewpt was made in the spring
to tenminate the Florida war by negotiation.
l't 1s to be regretted that these humane inten-
tions should have been frustrated, and that
the effort to bring these unhappy difficulties to
a satisfactory conclusion should have failed.
But, after eutering into solemn engagements
with the Commanding Geuneral, the Iudians,
without any provecation, recommended their
acts of treachery and murder. The renewal
of hostilities in that Territory renders it ne-
cessary that I should recommend to your fa-
vorable ceusideration the plan which will be
submitted to yon by the Secretary of War, in
order to enable that department to conduct
them to a successiul issue.
_ Having had an opportunity of personally
inspecting a portion of the troop during the
last summer, it gives me pleasure to bear testi-
mony to the success of' the effort to improve
their discipline, by keeping them together in
as large bodies as the nature of our service
will permit. I recemmend, therelore, that
commodions and permanent barracks be con-
structed at the several posts designated by the
Secretary of War. Notwithstanding the high
state of their discipline and excellent police,
the evils resulling to the service from the de-
ficiency of campany officers, were very ap-
parent, aund I recommend that the staff cfficers
be permanently separated from the line.

The navy has been vsetully aud honorably
employed in protecting the rights and proper-
ty of cur citizens, wherever the condition of
affuirs seewed to require its presence,  With
the exception of one instance, where an out-
rage, accompanied by murder, was commiilted
on a vessel of the United States while en-
gaged in a lawiul commerce, nothing is
known to have occurred to impede or molest
the enterprise of our citizens on that element
where it is =o signally displayed. On learn-
ing this daring act of piracy, Commodore
Reed proceeded immediately to the spot, aud
receiving no satisfaction, either in the surren-
der of the murderers or the restoration of the
plundered property, inflicted severe and me-
rited chastisemeut on the barbarians.

It will be seen by the report of the Secreta-
ry of the Navy respecting the disposition of
our ships of war, that it has been deemerd ne-
cessary 1o station a competent force on the
coast ¢l Alrica, to prevent a frandulent use of
our flag by foreigners.

Recent experience has shown that the pro-
visions in our existing laws which relate to
the sale and transfer of American vessels
while abroad, are extremely defective. Ad-
vantage has beentaken of these defectsto give
to vessels wholly belonging to fureigaers, and
navigating the ocean, an apparenl American
ownership.  "Lhis character bas been so well
simulated as to afford them comparative secu-
rity in prosecuting the slave tiade, a traffic
emphatically cenonuced in our stalutes, re-
garded with abhorrence by our citizens, aud
of” which the effectual suppression is nowhere
more sincerely desired than in the United
States. ‘Lhese circumstances make itproper to
recommend to your eatly attention a careful
revision of these laws, so that, without 1mpe-
ding the freedom and facilities of our naviga-
tion, or impairing an impmt ot hl_ﬂllth 'lif
our industry conuected with it, the integiity
aud honor of our flag may be carefully pre-
served.  Information derived from our Con-
sul at Havaun, showing the necessity of this,
was commuuicated to a committee of the Sen-
ate near the close of the last session, but too
late, as it appeared, to be acted upon. It will
be bronght to your notice by the proper -de-
partment, with additional communications
trom other sources. )

‘I'he latest aeevunts from the Explorine
Expedition ripresent it as p‘urr-f‘.diug sue-
ces=lully in its objeers, and promisiie resnits
no iess us ] to trade and ll_lvig.liinu th.n
10 sCienve -

‘I'he extent of post roads covered by mail
service on the first of July last, was about
135,999 miles, and rhe rate of zonnal trans-
portation upon them 34,497,878 miles. Tin
number of post offices on thatday was twelve
thousand seven hundred and eighty, and on
the thirti=th ultimo, thirteen thousaml and
tioentv-«izhi.

T Revenus of the Post Olfice Depart-
ment for the vear enling with the 30th of
June last, was fonr million four hunlred andd
seventy-<is thousind six hundred and 1hi ty-
eight “dollnrs—exhibiting an increase OveE
the preceeding year, ol two huodred and for-
tv-one thousand five hundred and sixty dol-
[ars. The enzarements and liahiliticz of
the Depirtment for the same pvli.uil are four
million <ix honleed and pwentv-lonr  thous-
and one hundred and seventeen dallars.

The excess of Habilities over the revenne
for the last two years h.-m_ been met out of the
surplus which had previously fmrun:nhu.bc.l.—«

I'he ca<h o1 haad og tha thiteeuth witine,
was ahmt $2 6 7.1 95, aad tha enereat in-

come of the Dapnrtment varies very litle |

from the mte of current expenditure=.  Most
of the service suspeuded last year has been

restored, and most of the new routes estab-
lished by the act of 7th July, 1838, have been
set In opeialion at an annual costof $136,-
963. Notwilthstanding the pecuniary diffi-
culties of the country, the revenue of the De-
panment appears to be increasing; and un-
less it shall be seriously checked by the recent
suspension of payment by so many of the
bauks, it will be able not only to maintain the
present mail service, but in @ short time to
extend it. It is gratilying to witness the
promptifude and fidelity ‘with which the agents
of this Department in geuerai perform their
public duties.

Some difficulties have arisen in relation to
contracts for the transportation of the mails by
rail road ond steamboat companies. It ap-
pears that the maximum of compensation pro-
vided by Congress for the transportation of
the mails upon rail roads is not sufficient to
induce some of the companiesto convey them
at such hours as are required for the accommeo-
dation of the public. It is one of the most
important duties of the General Government
to provide and maintain for the use of the
people of the States the best practicable mail
establishment. 'T'o arrive at that end it is
indispeusable that the Post Office Department
shall be enabled to control the hours at which
the mails shall be carried over rail roads, as it
now dves over all cther roads. Should seri-
ous inconveniences arise from the inadequacy
of the compensation now piovided by law, or
frcm reasonable demauds by any of the rail
road companies, the subject is of such gen-
eral importance as to require the prompt at-
tention of Congress.

In relation to steamboat lines, the most ef-
ficient remedy is obvious, and bas Lbeen sug-
gested by the Postmaster General. The War
and Navy Departments already employ steam-
boats in their service, and although itis by no
means desirable that the Government should
undertake the transportation of passengers or
freight as a business, there can be no reason-
able objection to running boats, temporarily,
whenever it may be nccessary to put down
atltempis at extortion, to be discontinued as
soou as reasonable contracts can be obtain-
ed.

‘T'he suggestions of the Postmastor Gene-
ral relative to the inadequacy of the legal al-
lowance to witnesses in cases of prosecutions
for mail depredations, merit your serious con-
sideration. “The safety ol'the mails requires
that such prosecutions shall be efficient, and

Justice to the citizen whose time is required

to be given to the public, demands not oaly
that his expenses shall be paid, but that he
shall receive a reasonable compensation.

The Reports from the War, Navy and
Post Office Departments will accompany this
commaunication, and one from the Treasury
Department will be presented to Congress in
a few days.

For various details in respect to the matters
in charge of these departments, 1 would refer
you to those important documents, satisfied
that you will find in them many valuable sug-
gestions, which will be found well deserving
the attention of the Legislature.

From a report made in December of last
year by the Secretary of State, to the Senate,
showing the trial docket of each of the Circuit
Courts, and the number of miles each judge
has to travel in the performance of his duties,
a great inequality appears in the amount of
labor assig:ied to each judge. The number
of terms to be held in each of the courts com-
posing the niuth circuit, the distances be-
tween the places at which they sit, and from
thence to.the seat of Government, are repre-
sen‘ed to be such as to render it impossible
for the judge of that circuit to perform, in a
mauner corresponding with the public exi-
gencies, his term and circuit duties. A re-
vizion, therefore, of the present arrangement
or the ciicuits seemsto be called for, and is
recommended to your notice.

I thizk it proper to call your alteniion to
the power a~suined- by ‘Territorial Legisla-
tures to authorize the issue of bonds by corpo-
rate companies on the guarantee of the Ter-
ritory. Cougress passed a law in 1826, pro-
viding that no act of a Uerritorial Legixlature
tucorpurating backs should have the force of
law uutid approved by Congies=, hut acts of a
very exceptionalle character previously pas-
zed by the Legislatare of” Florida, were suffer-
ed to remaia ia force, by virtne of which
bouds may be issued o a very large amount
by those icstitutions, upon the faith of tho
Territory. A resoluticn intending (o bea
joiut one passed the Sceate at the same ses-
sion, expressing the sense ol Congress that
the laws in question onght not to be penmnitted
to reinaia iu torce niless amendad in many
material respect=, but it failed ia the House
of BepreseLtatives for wail of time. and  the
destred amendivents have iict bion made.—
The futerest= involved are of giest impoitance,
aiid the subject deserves yoare iy aad care-
ful atte:rion.

The coutizned agimine of the question
refative to the be<t toode 0 kee: oo aasd is-
bur<si: g the pobite woney, =nll ijurigusly
afliets the bBust e o the withi v, Phasus-
pension of specic pavinects 1 1837 render-
ed the use of deposit b ks = presevibed by
the act 0.7 1836. n s uree rethen of cisbarrass-
neat thin aid. aul of necessity placed the
custody of mast of the puidic money after-
wirds ¢ Fected ia <haree of the public offi-
cers, The new secitios fin its safety, which.
thi~ rognired, were s priccipal cauvse of my.
convening an extra session of Cotigress; byt
i1 consequence ol a disacreenrent MWF&J& ot
the two Hlonses, ceither then, worat apy s !
s-\q“ £ 1 p!'l‘.i‘!l’l. h!l:‘i |h‘ e hﬂ?u any ", i
tion on the subject.  The efiprt made at the,
|15t ses<ion te obtaii the antharity of Cangreeg -
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to punish tie use of public mouney for valo. 4
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