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SPEECH OF MR. STRANGE,
Or Norri CirOLINA,

In Senale, Thursday, February 27, 1840
__On the assumption, by the Federal Goy-
ernment, of the debts of the ?mtcs, and in
reply to Messrs. Cray and CRITTENDEN.
Mr. PresipenTt: I may say with honest

Tazo—but with much more siucerity than he

did. «I do repent me that I did put it to you.”

I do most siucerely regret the rashness which

has imposed upon myself a task to which my

state ol health is sc inadequate—the u_n(}er-
t1kine to address the Senate upon a subject
which opzus aud has already afforded so wide

a field of debate. But the good humaored as-

sanlis made upon me on yesterday by the

Senator from Kentucky, [ Mr. CRITTENDEN, |

eveited me to a degree that made me unmind-

i, for the time, of my weakuess. Perhaps

be bronght me somewhat im? the state of the

Prince of Denmark when witnessing the ex-

wrauces of Laertes over the grave of his

citer, he exclaimed, “Nay, an thoul’t mouth,

il rant as well as thou.” His prnpl}u:tic vi-:a-

jois produced a correspondent delirium in

myself, and tempted me to effurts to outpro-
|JHT-.~.)‘ him. 'Time must, as in other cases
disclose whether the four hundred who fore-
told success to Ahab at Ramoth Gilead, or

Macaish the son of I'mlah, who prognostica-

ted defeat, are the truer prophets.

But neither of us, I fear can hoast much of
aneting Comt above; and  while it is forbid-
4ty vs o louk even upon the shadows of
comine events;, we must be coutent to specu-
Jate by the pale lizht of reason, and 1o dl_‘u'\\'
from the expericnee of the past, analogical
deductinns for the future,

When I =aid to the Senator from Kentucky
"Mr. CurrrespEN] on yesterday that T dif-
fred from hing with less regret than T did
with the Seuntor from Penusylvania, [Mr.
Brenaxaxs,] I said it in no spirit of unkiud-
nesss indeed. had 1 dane so, I should have
misrepresented my ows lE'(']ii1;:¥.. I am not
oae of those wha cannot do justice to a po-
N oies 1 am surey, wiithin
this ehauber, tistens (o that Senator with
e pleasoee i mv=elis no one more ad-
nires e dexteny with which he wields his
1 myscllmay sometimes feel the
Leeniess of 1i= cdee. But L eannot bt ve-
et that the sime sagacity aud =kl with
vhich he wields it are not displaved 1o the
clecting of the cause in which to draw it
1 <hvouid be happy to fizht upon the same side
vith the Senatar (rom Keutneky, did not sad
xpericnce couvicee me that it I ever do so,
I miast be content to take the wrong one.

As usual, the debate upon the report and
c=altfan= sabmsitted by the chairman of the
Selert Comnmittee, the Senator from Tennes-
see, [ Mr. Gurusvpy,] has taken a very dis-
cor~ive range, aud the whole field of party
stiife has been traversed as suiled the tastes
of the various speakers. Upon its first in-
roduction, the report was met by the most
extraordinary fusilade ever witnessed in this
chamber, and the vigor of the attack plainly
lndicated the heart cherished value of the ob-
foot< against which the report and resolutions
wee levelled.  And yet the resolutions con-
fain four simple propositioas, which the report
k0w by able and uwnanswerable argu-
‘Lhe first-three of these propositious

fisteal n]:;m:;t-;:!.
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i. Resolred, That the assumption, direct-
v or indirectly, by the General Government,
f the debts which have fbee{l, :;u- ;:}ayt be,
antracted by tho States for lacal obiects or
l:‘:a(ﬁ::oszs, would be unjust, both to the
States and to the people. i

2. Resolved, That such assumption would
be hichly inexcedient, and dangerous to the
unios of States. et
H:; ;i[esl(l:!?-ed, That such assumption T"o!jld
be wholly unaathorized by, aud iv \'lO'dtIOE
of, the Coustitution of the United Slate:l,, an
utterly repngnant to all the object$ an p:l;;
poses for which the Federal Union ¥
forined.

Neither of these propositions had anylhonﬁ
the temerity openly to question, and with a
the fearlessness ascribed by the Senator from
Kentucky [Mr. CRITTENDEN] to A'mercica?
Senators, in the discharge ol official duty,
and justly, as I trust; no one here has been
bold enough to dispute the tru
them, (=

But it is said their assertion In
and at this time, is irregular,
and impolitic. Irregular because 10
tive action is proposed,

or the resolutions.

objection to came from a

*| port and resolutions then arve not irregular,

th of either of

this form,
unnpecessary,
legisla-
either by the report
This is an extraordinary
party who passed the &

Congress to leave that steerage to other hands,
and take no thought of the direction in which
the vessel is tending? 1If, from the look out
point which it occupies, it beholds rocks and
shoals, and whirlpools, and quicksands lying
before her, is no warning voice to be lifted
up? Can there be a doubt that this is one of
th® most important duties which our constitu-
ents expect us to perfom; that we should
make diligent use of all the talents which
God has given us, and of the advantages of
our position, to search out political truth, keep
it steadily in view, and proclaim it to our fel-
low-citizens? Does not the whole usage of
the nation prove it to e so? -In iny opinion
sir, were we to neglect this, we should negiect
the most important halt of our duty. 'The re-

unless, as is further contended, they are un-
necessary.

They are denounced as unnecessary be-
caunse the assumption of the State debts by
the General Governmenthas never been con-
templated by any one. W ho that has lovked
upon the signs of the times can feel this se-
curity?  Are not the newspapers of a certain
class full of suggestions upon this subject,
and have not the circulars of baukers been
put forth indicating its propriety and even its
necessity? But the Senator trom Kentucky,
who addressed us some days ago, [ Mr. CrLayv, ]
demands, with an appearance of scern, if we
are to pay any attention to netwspaper sug-
gostions or bauk cireulars? I answer, unhesi-
tatingly, ves. He asks as il our action is to
be at all affected by them? Again [ answer,
yes. The day has goane by when the press
is nothing, or money kings are to be des-
pised. The latter great personages plant
their feet upon the necks of those who cou-
trol empires. How loug has it been siuce
the stamp of a banker’s foot and his declara-
tion that, if a certain war was declared, he
would not be seen ugain for many months
upon ‘change, had an important bearing upon
the measures of oue of the first powers in Eu-
rope!  This bappened on the other side of
the Atantic; but are we without stmilar expe-
riciice on this?  Is it for us, yet panting alier
a struggle with one of these mammoth pow-
ers, to affeet to despise them? TIs it for us,
who have lately witnessed bulletins aud proc-
lamations and letters issaing from the marble
palace, agitating the vast political mass in our
country, as the ocean is stirred np by the
breath of the storm, to talk about being re-
gardless of baukers’ circnlars?  And when
we hear the mwmur of the comiug tornado,
are we to wait until it strikes us before we
prepare ourselves to mect it in safety?  When
we =ce the opiates preparing for the people,
and the chaius being forged which are to bind
them in endless slavery, i3 it onr duty to wait
mutil the drugs have been sdministered and
the chains fisteued not ouly upon their limbs
frat around their bearts, tll they are bound to
the earth, manacled angd fettered, before we
warti them of their danger!  No one con-
templates a=suming the State debts by the
seners] Government!  Did not the Senator
from Kentueky, who addressed us the other
day, [Mr. Crav.] pour fuith uotes of lamen-
tation over the hapless condition ol the States,
pressed down with debt! Oue might bave
almost faneicd them  the plaiutive exclama-
tions of the poetic Kiog of Israel over the
autimely fate of his son Absalom.  Did be
uot speak of the iatimate relation=hip exist-
ing between the States aud the Geueral Gov-
ernment? Were not the States commended
to our sympathy, aud spoken of as bone of
our bone and flesh of our flesh?  That if one
sufiers, all partuke of the sufiering? &e.  And
why was all this? From the fulluess of the
heart the mouth speaketh. Wkhy speak to us
of the woes of the States, and the sympathy
due to them, il we were not expected to bring
reliet? Do men spend their breath in detail-
ing their grievances, and appealing to the
pity of those from whom they expect nothing?
A politician, as old, and experienced, and
skilful as the Senator from Keutucky, speaks
not without an object; and, to me, the infer-
ence is clear, that, like leaven, his words are
cast into the mass to create a ferment in the
public mind until it throws out some food for
the cravings of the States or rather of the

British bauvks. ‘T'he objection, then, sh-s
MCOHU ICouUnmIvIIEm wEelS UuECESSIry, > as

groundless as the one that they are irregu-
lar.

Aud this is further conclusively proven by
the third objection browght against them, to
wit, that they aie impolitic. How impolitic?
Because, forsooth, they will injure the credit
of the States. It cannot be the mere declara-
tion that the States owe so much meney that
can injure their credit, because that was be-
fore a malter of public notoriety. The debts
of Goverameuts, and especially free Gov-
ernments, an never be a secret to any one
who desiresto know the truth. They are
contracled i\ the face of day, and are evi-
denced b} retords continually spread open in
the broad bt of the sun. ~What, then, is
the discl‘ediing matter! It is the declara-
tion that BisGovernment will not assume to
B:t if it was known and believed
thix Government would not as-
sume tojay thén; if the conviction was firm
vering, would a declaration to that
effect/Pete In 2 way upon any mind?

/ mot. “Suppose ;s Government were
lare that Tewould Do

impression that the General Government
would assume the debts of the States, as that
it would assume the debts of Great Britain,
could the credit of the States be any more
affected by the declaration that she will not
assume their debts, than would be the credit
of Great Britain by a similar declaration?
Surely not. ‘The argument, then, that the
credit of the States will be affected by the
declaration that the General Government will
not assume their debts, must be founded upon
the supposition that such an expectation exists
somewhere. Now, as it is admitied on the
other side that no one ought to have the folly
to contend for such assumption, it (ollows that
such an expectation is erroncous. And is it
right and just to suffer any one to remain un-
der it? It no one entertuins this expectation
the declaration that it is erroneous is at jeast
harmless; and if any one does entertain it, it
is but just to apprize them of their error.

But the secret that such an impression does
exist somewhere and the true origin of that
impression, are disclosed farther by a meta-
phor resorted to by the opponents of the reso-
lutions to show their impolicy. They speak
of this Government being the father, and the
States the children. From this figure the
principle of consolidation is distinctly seen
peeping out, and its fallacy ought to be at once
exposed. Does the son beget the father, or
the father the son? Is the procreator or the
offzpring anterior in existence? There can
be but one answer to these questions.  Now
as the States made the General Government
and not the Geueral Government the State
Governments, and as the State Governments
existed for years betore the General Govern-
ment, the General Government cannot be the
tather of the Stute Goveruments. But waiv-
ing the correctness of the figure for the pres-
eut, for the sake of arcumeunt let it be conce-
ded that the relationship does exist as sup-
posed. Assuming this, the argument on the
other side is, that it is impolitic and unkind
for a father to proclaim the indebtedness of
his children, and declare in advance that he
will not assume their debts. Dut in this ar-
gument twe important facts are overlooked in
the case of the particular family spoken of,
viz: in the first place that the indebtedness
of the chiluren is known to every oue before
the futher speaks, aud in the next place that
the father cannot speak to his children with-
out all the world hearing him. "T'he question
arises whether snch a father, knowing that his
children were largely iudebted, and that de-
siguing persons were endeavoring to persuade
them that it was the duty of the father and
the interest of the whole tamily that he should
assume their debts, while he himselt firmly
believed that such a step would be roinous 10
all, and upjnst to many branches of it, he
onght not to warn his children agaiust li-ten-
ing to pernicious connsels—connselstending
to render them indolent and extravaganut —
aud distiactly to apprise them that, according
to his views of justice, expedieacy, and the
family relatiouship, such a thing was totally
inadmissible!  So wuch fur the first three
resolutivus.

4. Resaleed, That to set apart the public
Jands=, or the reveunues arising therefiom, for
the betorementioned purposes, woild be equal-
ly nujust, iuexpedient, aud unconstitution-
al.

Aud here the gentlemien on the other side
make their staud and fizht against the resolu-
tien, and Iusist that it is bath  constitational,
just, aud cxpedieut, to distiibute the proceeds
ol the public lands amoug the States.  Ou all
these points 1 take issue. 1. lsay itis uvu-
constitutional, Why? T assume it as a
political axiom, disputed by no oue, that this
Governument has no power to raise mouey
for any other purposes than those set forth in
the Constitution which gave that Governmeut
existence. I assume further, what I suppose
no one will question, that distribution among
the States is not one of those purposes.
Does it not follow, as an inevitable conclu-
sion of right reason, that whatever might be
the constitutional power of Congress over a
fund on hand, which it was evident could
never be absorbed in the proper ouvtlay of the
Government, it would be a manifest breach
of all constitational trust to make such a dis-

o il whicu the o@vait swranld by ta creata a
necessity for raising further sums by taxation
to supply the place of those so diverted by
distribution?

But I understood the Senator from Ken-
tucky, who addressed us the other day, [Mr.
Cray,] to cousider a portion of these lands
as a specific trust to be applied to certain pur-
poses distiuctly pointed out in the deeds of
cession.

The following is the language used in the
cession made by the State of Virginia, on the
first day of March, seventeen hundred and
eighty-lour,to wit:  “That all the lands with-
in the territory so ceded to the United States,
and not reserved or appropriated to any of the
beforeinentioned purposes, or disposed of in
bounties to the officers and soldiers of the
American aimy, shall be considered asa com-
mon fund, for the use and benefit of such of
the United States as have become, or shall
become, members of the Confederation or
Federal alliauce of said States, Virginia in-
clusive, according to' the usual respective
proportions in the general charge and expen-
diture, and shall be faithfully and bona Jfide
disposed of for that purpose, and for no other
use or purpose whatsoever.”

= i “me to th

tesolution, condemnatory of General Jackson | i of Great ng‘;i“ °‘}l§m Aut?{ |h2
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The language used iu the deeds of other
It is very

Oernment | jects o('th‘ediﬁ;ibmion is not one of the ob-

forth., The oby or it would have been set
is one, and that is “fler certain reservations,
the use and benefit of all tnommon fund for
) -=. accord-

jeets of application were thereby aunihilated.

ing to the usual respective proportions in the
general charge and expenditure.” Itis well
known that, at this time, our Federal Con-
stitution had not been adopted, and that each
State contributed by taxing and collecting
from her own citizens so much to the general
charge as Congress declared to be her quota.
The object of the trust declared in relation to
the public lands, was then manifest—that a
proportion equal to what each State contribu-
ted to the general charge and expenditure, of
the proceeds of the public lands, was to be ap-
plied towards her quota of such charge and
expenditure, and diminish to that extent her
necessity for self taxation. The words <use
aud benefit” exclude the idea of an actual
surrender to the Staies; but imply an applica-
tion by a trustee to the particular use declar-
ed. And as ifto exclude any possibility of
mistake, the deed goes on to declare that it
shall be faithfully and bona fide, (appropriate
words as applicable toa servant or trustee,)
disposed of for that purpose, and no other use
or purpose whatsoever. Nothing can be more
specific and exclusive of every otheruse and
purpose than countribution to the general
charge and expenditure.

Thus matters stood anterior to the adoption
of the Federal Coustitution. But I under-
stood the Senator from Kentucky, [ Mr. Clay, ]
to say that, aiter that, the execution of the trust
became impossible, and the trust fund conse-
quently resulted to the original- grantors.
That the States no longer contributed, hy
sell~taxation, their proportions to the general
charge and expeuditure; but the levy of taxes
was made by the General Government
through imposts upon the country at large,
and the measure of application, and the sub-

It is true that, in practice, afler the adcption
of the Federal Constitution, the States were
no more called on to eontribute their propor-
tions of the public chaige and expenditure,
but this was a mere practical operation. Po-
tentially, both the objects and measure of the
application of the proceeds of the public lands,
were preserved in the Coustitution. In  the
first article, second section, and third clause
of the Federal Counstitution, it is declar-
ed:

“Representatives and dircct taxes shall be
apportioned among the several States which
may be included within this Union, accord-
ing to their respective numbers, etc.”

‘I he whole reveuue, then, if thonght ex-
pedient, might be raised by direct taxation,
{aud would prebably be the most equitable
mode,) aad il so raised, clearly the proceeds
of the public lands ought, according to the
terms of’ cession, to be applied in aid of the
States in their respective proportions, to ligh-
ten the burden of direct taxation upon each.
Then both the object of application and the
measure of proportion wowd stand out in
bold relief.  Reasons of policy aud eonve-
nience have induced the States to prefer taxa-
tion by imposts to direct taxation, but in
neither forin do they desire to be taxed beyond
the public necessities; and  to no faither ex-
tent, in either forin, has power been confer-
red on Cougre=s to impose taxes, ard in
peither form has Congress the rightto im-
pose larther taxes, whilea finud remaing on
hand applicable to the public expenditures.
The public lands, then, must be used to ligh-
tens the burden of taxation, in whatever form
taxaticn is levied. Whether the fact be
~trictly so or not, taxation by imposts is sub-
mitted to, because it is suppesed to approxi-
mate the samne  propoition in contribution by
the respective States, with direct taxation.
‘The trust, therefore, upon which the public
lands were held, stands in its full force, and
unchanged in its nature and objects. ‘I'his
is conclusively shown by the striking faets,
that although the Federal Constitution went
into operation in March, 1789, aud North
Carolina made her cession in December of
that year, nive months after, and Georgia
made hers in 1802, about thirteen years after
the Federal Constitution went into operation,
both these States preserved substantially the
langnage used in the Virginia deed of cession,
which, it is now contended, could then have
no operative meaning, gnd thereby _d(-clnred
trusts which it was obvious, at the time they
wore declared, eonld never be executed.
This is altogether too absurd to be supposed;
and it must necessarily follow that it was welj
understood that the adoption of the Federal
Coustitution produced no change in the ope-
ration of these grauts. This i1s further con-
firmed by the second clause of the third sec-
tion of the fourth article of the Constitution,
which declares that.

«The Congress shall have power to dis-
pose of and make all needlul l:ules and regu-
lations respecting the territory, or other
property belongiug to the United States.”

Now what territory was there belonging to
the United States, other than the lands ceded
by the States? And there is no évidence that
any other territory, which could _be _called
property of the United States, was in contem-
plation. Se far from it purchases of terri-
tory, since made, have been aenqusly ques-
tioned as breaches of the Constitution. It
tollows, then, that these public lands were
deemed the property cf the United States by
the framers of the Constitution, and not that
the trust had resulted for the want of power to
execute it. It appears, then, that Congress
holds this fund under the same trusts that it
does other property of the United States; and
the question recurs whether, if Congress can-
not coustitutionally raise money for distribu-
tion among the States, she can do so indirect-
ly,-by applying the money which she holds
for the purpose of the Government, to. distri-
bution among the States, and thereby create

to have been applied? Every fair mind fur-
nishes a ready answer to this question.

And is it not equally obvious, that while
the Government continues in operation, such
must be the effect of every distribution, unless
we can suppose the improbable (and certainly
not now existing) cases of the General Gov-
ernment holding funded debt or stocks yield-
ing an annual interest sufficient to defray ils
current expenses. The enlightened and able
Senator from South Carolina, [ Mr. Calhoun,]
in his argument on the expediency of this
measure, has put the case of the present state
of the T'reasury and the prospective revenue,
showing that an abstraction of the proceeds
of the public lands must render an increase of’
the tariff inevitable. But it is not equally appa-
rent that if, as he and I both think, we have no
right to lay a tariff’ for any other purpose than
revenue, a distribution of money in the Trea-
sury, which would have the effect of render-
ing a reduction of the tariff impracticable,
would be liable to the same objections? Both
would have the effect of causing taxation to
supply money which had been distributed. 1
thus arrive at the conclusion, thata distribu-
tion of the proceeds of the public lands as far
transcends the counstitutional trust powers of
Congress as the assumption sof the State
debts, a measure from the advocacy of which,
as before slated, every body shrinks.
2. Nor is the injustice of such distribution
less appareut. The truth is, the only thing
which recommends it to the favor of any one
is its injustice. What possible inducement
could twenty-six gentlemen have to contri-
bute a sum, to be immediately divided out
among them in the same proportions in which
they had contributed? None. Still less
would they be in favor of such a measure, if
they were required topay some one for col-
lecling aund distributing the money. But if
the distribution were to be in some different
ratio from that in which the contribution had
been made, then would it be inevitable that
some of the parties must withdraw more than
they coutributed, and, consequently, others
less. I'his might commend the arrangement
to the favor of those who were to be gainers
by the operation; and if it were uncertain
which of the parties were to be the gainers,
the gambling spirit to which every man is
more ar less subject, would probably com-
mend it to the favorof all. But, yet the io-
justice of the scheme is apparentto every one;
and if the distributor were authorized to ob-
tain imperceptibly from the pockets of the
iwenty-six gentlemen sums of money, accor-
ding to the cost of what each might eat, drink
and wear, and then to divide the money per
capita, would not the inequality of the plan
shock a very blunt sense of justice?
3. As to the inexpediency of the distribn-
tion objected to by the resolution, what can
any man say, after tae lnmisous and forcible
portraiture made of its eflects, a few days ago,
by the Senator [rom Soutn Carolina? It isa
vast subject, and I will not overtask myself
aud the patience of the Senate by going into
it.. I leave itas left by the Senator from
South Carclina. I will not attempt to gild a
sunbeam.
And here, sir, the subject would seem na-
tarally to close; but the memory of man 1un-
neth not to the coutrary of the practice on
this floor of making every question of any
magnitude to hear vpon the strife of party ra-
ging in this land. Be it so: and if gentle-
men will torce them upon us, I, for one, am
not for shiivkivg from such contests. 1, for
one, have such confidence in iy political
principles, as to be willing to see them  sifted
and examined at all times and in all places—
ay, and to believe, too, that they can bear
some misrepresentation, without endanger-
ing greatly their perpetuity.

“Truth, erush’d to earth, will rise aguin—
T’ eternal years of God are hers;
But Error, wounded, writhes in pain,
And dies amid her worshippers.”

So may error ever perish, and, among other
errors, those of Harrisonian Federalism.

"T'he great difficulty of the cause to which I
belong, in our party strifes, is the preserva-
tion ol our own banner. Our adversaries are
ever striving to throw matters®into conlusion,
and, taking advantage of the tumult, to rob us
of our banner, and to thrust theirs into our
unwilling grasp. Our names are seized up-
on, and appropriated to themselves, and oth-
ers fixed upon us, by which our forefathers
never baptized us. Thus occasionally are
our own brethren and kindred, men of the
same political family, and sharing with us in
the common inheritance of sound faith, made
for a time to fight against us; and mischief is
perpetuated, difficult to repair: for it is not
every man “who knows the true prince by in-
stinet,” like the fat knight, of facetious me-
mory. .

I do not know a better service thata man
can do to his country, than to hold forth, with
a strong arm, to the public view, the glorious
Democratic banner, in its unadorned simpli-
city, with its plain, pithy, intelligible mottoes.
The theory of Government, which should be
the plainest thing on earth, bas been by arti-
fice converted into a puzzle-fool, and its sim-
ple purposes mystified nnd_ defeated. ) The
happiness of man, through its tendencies to
render him virtuous, is its sole office, if it has
any worth the trouble and expense that it
costs. Its systems are various, but they may

purposes to which the fund distributed ought

of Government in which reason was over-
looked, was that in which priegicraft usurped
the control of every thing, and a god or gods
supposed to be speaking through the mouths
of men, dictated alike to individuals and na-
tious. The most rigid exactions were made
of the masses of mankind, and the most grin-
ding oppressions imposed upon them, that the
favored few might enjoy wealth and ease, and
honor and renown. The treasures of the
coffer and of the heart were alike wrung from
their possessors, that the domiinion of their op<
pressors might be absolute and unquestioned.
Exactions were sometimes carried so faras
to demand the fiuit of the body to appease
Imaginary deities for imaginary sins, and the
products of the toil of millions were surren<
dered, that ajfew might luxuriate in exhaustless
abundance, and uninterrupted ease. This
has been happily styled by the celebrated John
Taylor, whom 1 so much delight to admire ané
quote, the age of Jupiter; he amnong the hea~
then gods who was most imperious and ex-
tensive in his sway. But his tyranny became
so oppressive, that mankind could no longer
endure it, and bold spirits penetrated his
temples, and discovered and exposed the
irauds of his priests.

Next came the age of Mars, and heroes, clad
in sieel, controlled mankind. He is among the
mest noble of the heathen gods, and has about
him a generosity ol cimracier which disdains 10
trample on the weak and defenceless, and scai-
ters with liberality what he gathers by his pow-
er. Sitill he appealed not to the reason of man-
kind, but controlled them, through their fears,

Alter him came Mereury, establishing domin-
ion by aduressing himself, through fraud and
artifice, to the cupidity ol mankind, or humbling
them into submission by reducing them to pov-
erty. KFinally, combinations were firmed
among all these powers, and the sci€nce of Gov-
ernment became ecmplex and mysterious. It
was supposed that there was no other way of
correcting the evils, or rather 1o render them
tolerable, incident to these principles ol govern-
ment, than to resort to checks and halances;
and 1o niake the vices and passions of one man
restrain lhe viees and passions of another.—
When governmem became a mystery, it was
supposed that it adinitted but -of three simple
forms, viz: monarchy, aristocracy, and demoec-
racy, and that all governments consisted ol one
or more of these elements, contrulled by one
another, or a combination of 1wo or three, of
the heathen deities, beluore mentioned.

Such was the state of things in the old world,

but our saracious forefathers saw the error of
principies on which those governments were

based, and the batiles of our Revolution were

lought, that the whole heathen Pantheon might

he dethroned with i1s eumbrous and expensive

machinery, and that Governmenis might %e

established in the new world, formed vpon mor-

al principles. T'hat man might be restored 1o
his native dignity—a sel~governing being, dis-

enthralied fiom the dominion of passions, and

vielding 1o the sway of reason and conscienze;

a reason amd conscience on whose tahlets are

written, by the finger of God himself, precious

and nable traths, which ean never be erased,
but are relreshied by revelation (rom day to day.

‘They believed that man retains much of tlie

original image of his Maker; that something of
His purity is enshrined in the breast of woman;

that mercy, that most interesting of his atiri-

butes, beams lorth from her eyes in rays of
tenderness, or gently distils in drops of syﬁlpa-

thv. That in the bosom of man His sterner

atiribute of justieg has a deep abiding place.—

Such were the principles upon which our beau-

titul sysiem of governments wepe based. Cor-

ruption was exchiuded by avoiding aceumula=
tisns of puwer; justice secured by establishing a

perfect equality of rights among men; and hap-

piness placed within the reach of'all, by open-

iz a fair fiekd for virtue, ard talent, and indus-

try to reap their haevest, while vice, and ignor-

ance, and stupidity, and indolence, were left 1o~
that curse to which a righteous Prividence has

seen fit to expuse them.

But the devil came, as he has ever done to

each earthly paradise, disguised as an angel of
light, or-in some unohtrusive form, httle ealeu-

lated to excite the alaim of those whose destrue-

tion he medilates. Connate with our Constitu—
tion were those who held 1o the old belief” that

honeet disinterested reason was an unsale gov-

ernor, and that Jupiter, Mars, and Mercury—

une, or all three, must be restored—hence an

established religion, standing armies, vas: na=-

vies, exclugive privileges and mouvopolies, and

whole hosts of eleemesynary dependants upon

the labor of others, had all their advocates. In

all this we perceive what constitute the warring

elementis of party in our Jand. But constant

association, even in strife, will assimilate men to
each other, and one may gather moral contagi-

on from anather whom he hates—and thus have

these parties been econstantly varying in the in-

tensity of their principles, so as even soinetimes

to render it doubtful which was which. The

result has been that Jupiter, and Mars, and

Mercary, have all been imperceptibly regaining

in part their lost empire; and, although disavow-

ed in our constilutions, have exerted substantial

control in our public affiirs.  Of these, as might

have been expecied (rom his nature, Mercury

has been by far the most successful. He has

not only given tone to our governments, but

[ has enthroned himself in the hearts of our peo-

people, until, instead of increasing in virtoe, and'
disinterestedrness, and patriotism, an eager haste

to be rich has become our distinguishing na-

tional eharacteristic. Hence every individual

is pursuiug riches as the chief good, and money,

money, Noney, currency, y eurrency, is

the continual ery in the country, in the eity, in

private conversation, and in the dehates of this

chamber. To all this the governments have

been contributing by example, and the stimulus

of their measures, tariff, interpai improvements

by the General Guvernipentf, lending revenues

lor banking purposes;y dnd other kindred opera-

tions. ~t
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be reduced to two classes: that which addres-
ses the reason of man, and withholds from him_
temptations to be vicious, and that whi
seeks to control him by his selfish lons,
his hopes, his fears, his deslre_%gg:‘ljﬂ- Very
few Governments have beed upon the
former principles—the mass have adopted the

a necessity for raising other moneiy

for those
siSt =7 -

denj(h.d represcnied the friends of the Admip-
istrdlion as differing among themeselves ag 10
whick: of these causes have produced these el-
fects. He will pardon me for saying there is
no such difference among them—1 a:l coneur
in believing every one of them the offspring of
the same parent, and to have acted harmonioug-
Iy 1n the accomplishment of his designs. Some

lagter. Perhaps #4® earliest and rudest form

| may suppose one of these causes moie efficieas

with the rusiling banner and the brisiling steely

ke



