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bnvo lurned ln tbo coum of my

§ slegal experience, that circumstantial

evidence alone is a dangerous theory
upon which to base  conviction in
criminal cases.  Ihave kuown several
cases in which the innocent have been
grossly wronged through this means,
& very plausible instance, I remember,
being in substance as follows.—

A pale, scared boy, some fourteen
years old, was brought into the Mu-
nicipal Court, in a neighboring city

.:|one morning, evidently in great trib~

ulation, who was, arraigned upon a
¢harge  of theﬂ. n . his emplo)ern

“Whol‘e do you live 27

“Dowu’t North End, lh‘ 4

S*Now,: Mr.. Clark, what is this
case?” said the judge, with some in~
terest.

“The old story, your homor,” res

plied the clerk, familiarly. “Thicvs
ing. He’s stolen a pocket-book, and
won't give any ‘account of . it.”
‘“Where are the witnesses?”
‘“Here, your honor. The loser ot
the morey, and the: boy's Jate em.
ployer.”
““Has he no counsc]—no fucud in
court?”’
I haven,t scon . any, your homm H
and be don’t look as if he were overy
burdened inthat way,” rephed the
clerk sarcastically.

“Proceed with the evidence.”
:The chiild's cinployer 100k the stand
first and stated the case.

AHewas a well dressed man, but
had hard features—a worldly-minded,
selfish-appearing person—and thus
testified— ... . .

“A stranger came fnto my store,
your honor, to make n purchase, lle
paid mesthirty do.ars, ordered his

the | goods sent home, and went out, but

returned in a short time for his pocks
et-book, which he missed directly,
aud was cerfain he had left it on the
coyutgr carclesely. This boy, Johne
ny, yonder, had been with me but a
few, weeks, and 1 noticed that he hurs
ried away out of the shop immediate-
My, and-1 didinet see him . for three
There was nobody
in the store at the time but Johuny
and me. The money was goue,and 1
didn’t stealit. lle has been able to
give no account of'it, or, rather, re-
fused to do #0, and there ¢an be no
doubt that beis the thief, I took him
out of the street and set him to work,
out of charity, and this is the return
he makes me. He was a ‘poor vags
rant and bad deceived me.”

¢Is that all, sir?’

“Yes, your honor.”

The owner of the lost money then
g:aled that the merchant’s testimouy
was correct. He had lost: seventy
dellars in the manuer described—that
he saw no one in_the siore buat this
hoy sud his mueter. and the laZ had
disappeared on his imnmediate return
to the store,npon diccovering his loss.
He'was' very ‘poseitive . he. had xot
taken his wallet with* hitn;. but re-
membered just where he ‘bad left it ||
ppon the counter, near where this
Jobuny was eugaged puttingcup the
geods. He had no shadow. of doubt
that he had purleoined it and haa got
dway with it daring bis brief absence,
for ha'bad ‘iiot been seem about lis
busiiiess for three days afterwards by
anybody, and he noticed that the boy
seemed nneasy and restless during his
stay there. He could not ‘afford to
lose this money, and thought such
young rogues should be made an ex
ample of.

“Now, my bey,” said tbe judge,

Lemployer, and this person who lou
his meney, and the case is very muﬁ
against you. Do you wish to say
anything, or to explain, eh?” ;
The little fellow _was 80 alarmed | ¢
ll the apparent severity of his honor, | e
though be was just and a good judge,
aud did not iutend to intimidate the

acquaintance with his grave but ster-

.| ling character—tibe boy was .89 con«feow

fused that he said—
%Ko, sir, I can’t.”

Wad'ot case,” said his how-
or, “ghat ¢ getting lamentable eoms

dn&y, inthe’ endeavor to

this -evil. M.’ Clerk, I

¢have you anything tc say? yoa hayefth
heard the testimony of your former

among us, and we must_do_onr |
check . the|

M thia boy 1o the nomqg u
on

specthlfl
against t ,
ble and conrn;zred, h bnt cll'cnﬁoll

tial.”

“Very dangerously so," snggceted
the Court, civilly.

“I admit that, your honor,” I said,
frankly. “And though it is hardly
within the ordinary rule of courts, at
this fate stage of the business, I pray

the court to allow me, on this tremb- |-

ling, frightened boy’s behalf, to ask
the last witnessin this case a few
brief questions.”

“Certainly ; there is no ' objection,
gl

And I had the loser of the money
upon the stand again directly .

“You say you missed your pockets
book after leaving the ‘store, sir?’ I
inguired.

“Yes, sir—with sevent) dollms in
fr.» .

“Your are certain von didn’t take it
out when yon w ent?

*No, sir, I did not.”

“You might have done so,”

“But I didn’t, sir,”

“You couldn’t have dropped
theu, in your hurry as vou went.”

“p dido’t have it. 1 left it “on the
counter, near where this boy wus put-
ting up goods, and I've no question
that I.lc took i,

*“You came back ; how soon?”

*“Wiihin fifteen minutes or 80.”

“And the bpy was gone?”

*“Yes, sir, and the pocket-book,”
added th:e witness sharply.

“That’s all, sir,” I'remarked,

And the gentleman sat down. 1
had not inade much progress as yet,
but I next asked the lad to stand
when I spuke to him kindly, and said

“Jobnny, why did you Imrry out
that night as soon as the gentlzman,
Icft, as hie says you did?”

“ *Canse mother was dreadfuol o'ck,”
he said tearfully ; “and me and my
little brother, Neddy, was all that she
had to take care of her.* An’ I went
straight home and didn’t know noth-
in’ about no money of that man’s, nc
way.” :

“You, went home becatse  your
mothgr was :ick, How long has she
boen ill?”?

“A good while, sir.”

“But why didu’t you return to your
work? Why were you absent three
days just then?”

4 Mother’s dead, sir,” said the. boy,
rally.

“When did she die? 7

“That night, sir. An’ I stald away
"cause I had to go to her funeral with
Neddy, and he is all alone now,
sir.”

“And you know nothing nfllus lost
pocket: book 7"’

“I have never scen it in all my life
sir; an’ 1 don’t steal mnothin"—never,
for poor mother allers said [ must be
houest, ef I starved ; and God would
know it. ef nobody else found jt out;
an’ ’at wicked boys go to the bad
place. sir. 1 never stole nothin’, sir
—never.”

Aud here the little fellow burst in-
to teurs, and could say no_ more.
While—I confess it—1 was wiping
my own eyes briefly, I observed that
his lionor was actually busily engag~
ed in the same occaopation.  But the
court roorn was close, and it was a
warm day. Perhaps it was perspira-
tion,

_4Your honor ”Xﬂd after a mo~
ment of silence nud_ ge g ol j\n
throat, “the pro on _here lave
sutely here or conyiction:

oAy
don’t benen gy’;
40 8

it

culprit at all, as I knew from & It'm'4 !

st mmm ‘to your| one
re- whomlank

: w‘MﬂU{'&.‘ﬁ il

upy,

“Yeu, I romember you.
the fire, Johuny,”

“Thank you, sir,

Come to

I’spooty cold,

dr ”
“Very. Where’s vour overcoat?”
“A what, sir?”

*“Yonr coat—outside jacket.'*

‘“Bless vou, sir, [ haint got none.
But I don’t mind it. I‘m used to it,
sir. Ionly come to thank you, sir,
an‘ to say that it‘s all right about the
pocket-boek, The man‘s found it.-¢

“Where? How?* 1 asked, with
deep interest,

“Well, I'did it up, inmy harry to
get off that night, in qne of " his big
bandles (hat he bought. - He didn-t
find it for a week, cos he didn‘t. open
the parcel at home that it got worked
into, somehow; I dou‘t k“ow how.
But he' went’' and toll my master
about it—who turned me off, you
kwow for stealin’ ir, when I didn‘t
know nothing about it—and one of
the shopsboys tolil me of it yesters
day.*

lconszmhl‘n!wl the lad, and' then
induced him to give me his history.

He was now an orphan—an intelli«
gent but unedacated boy, and one
who'had been bred in poverty, but
honesfly. His ggod mothér's counsels
hd teachings had had a salutary effect
npon his ‘mind, and an  jufluence
which was lasting, Zconceived, He
was ouat of work, an'l wanted employ-
ment. I recommended him fo a neigh-
bor, and securéd him” & ‘good place
subsequently. "He was &lways very
grateful to me for the service I had so
accidently rendefed bim in coart, and
he proved a thorotighly honest and
good servant in the years that follows
ed that little incident,

This event is one which confirms me
in my opinion that it is unsate to cons,
vict upoh circumstancial avfdcnmonlv
however strong that evidence. may
'EN

YOW SERFESAON AT NCMOOL.

In the winter of 1760 there resided
at Williamsbarg, in Virginia, a gay
young wan of about eighteen, called
by-his intimate friends “Tom Jeffer:
He was the son of Peter Jef-
fevion, a respectable planter, and was
born in 1743, at his father’s estate ot
“Sbadwell,” in Albermarle County,
wheude, after spténding one of - thowe
rustio academies called *“Old . Field
Schdols,” he hail. .come to.- Willium
and Mary Collége to complete his ed
ucation.’

»
s

In person he was not graceful, His
figure was tall and thin, and his -face
according to an enthusastic adwirer,
“angular and far from beautiful.”’. His
complexion was sanburned, his™ haiv
of a sandy red, and his eyes ' gray;
flecked with hazel—an indication
generally of intellect. It will thisbe g
seen that young Mr, Tom Jefferson
was very fux from bring an - Adonis,
and many persons said he was ugly ,
but the animated expression of bis
countenance went far to redeewn ¢ him
from theécharge.  The gray hazel eyes
could BIY with eloquent and . wirining
light: "The angular fuce, u little liard |°
at, first aight, beciine in moments’ of
excitement, s voq mirror ,of . the
thonght or emotion of the brain or

‘hearts  The tall, thin frame, incapa-
T &m of graceful movement

uﬂﬂduu«y exercise, walk-

 aid horscmanship. He
"dincing, “and even
. conlid scareely
g, moanted and

Iy recogmzed u.hlmnv.'

Mgvm' o for' July. -
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It is trne we'were not living to ram-
blé¢'one hundred “yéars ‘ago; neither
did many things that slow have ‘the
word centennial  attached to themy
have any tangible exisionce; but,
since the whole nation seems uuails
mous in attaching this term (o every
thing that is done this year, we have
concluded to call onrs' a Centenmial
Ramble.  And, whi'e every one serms
ambitivus to try to do somethiiig to
which'hig c#n look as & momenty of |t
this remarkable yedr in our conniry‘s
history—while nearly all are turuing|n
their attention, and bending their
steps towards Philadelphin~~while
many aré spending their timo -and
money to see the production of mun,
the developimients of science and art in
the course of a sifigle contury—while
thousands are gazing,with intense ins
tercst and admiration, at the achicves
ments of man, and the powers of in-
vention, and are pra'sing the devices
of human ingenuity,  which, at most,
can, only withstand the corrd ing
hand of time for a few years; while
thousands have been thus engaged,
we have aspiréd to celebrate the vear,
by turning our atténtion to our own
native State; we have spent a Tew
weeks iu looking at the works of ‘n-

[

yet stands, clotbed {n their primitive
beauty and grandenr; we have been
climbing the rugged monntaius o
wostern North Carolina we' have

mounutain - scenery; We have been
tasting “Those pare and staivless
walters” that sparkle, as #hey

over the shiny pepb!el at their bots
toms; we have been udmlting those

nations rise aud f11), while genera

live, and die, rwhile centuries come
and go, and, perhaps, until Omuipo-
tence speak thieni into (nomnmy 7 we
have been reurlq(tlut fufinite wisy
dom apd power which s ‘all

course was up lhe rlght bnnk of the
Catawba river. For forty-five miles
we passed along the valley of this
beautiful mousitain stream. We nos
ticed mAnngnlum that Ccalled forlh
onr thoughts and attenilon;

weo capnot-give
general lnlqut
our ramble, we wilrotain the mint.|

that if the readers of thé GLEANER,
will eall nronndumhof these waim
eveniogy wlmrwo are’ fdle; or some
long pight nex wln(éy, Witt tell
them al?pbout y/lmt we oW hi ghe
mountains of Buiicombe, ’Yln‘m,
Mitchell, and_other ¢ m&t‘m 'We
will tell them low wo"ﬂuv n_man
liad sieane o hh‘uhmf l'ornul a jug
ho

We saty & iite
and damb boy accl

car wlmhw,

mlpprl were of a 'm
ture.,

On the mornln; of 2 I'ft n.e
R. R. and started ln the dlmuow “of
Asheville a distance of 21 mlm. we,
however, turned nhlo"im’l up the
lqouumluqm thatithe
were more ';un Is ot w
about (he va u;nﬂh,

we Mlmuhm 8mumnuu’
Gap about don  o¢lock, * Our way

y: AR

ward and no oier; as tall moontains
stood (o the right avd lest; confining
the road sid the river to the ssuie
Jine. We ealie in sight of Asneviile

early on the miorning of the Sra. Ouy | ¢
first iew of this  prow
tain city, was from “B«u Cltclm
Gap.“  Here, within ‘a_distance of
twenty steps, we were placed in full
view of the cily, not a mile from where

¥

| we stood.  We seated  ovnrselves fur

one hali hoar to view the < city, the
valley of the ¥rench Broad,that winds
its way behind the city some two
miles, and the great “Alleghauy range,
rllin; dqoa (0 the cloods, and_coms
pleting the * beautifir! "'hnd%up!
W hat & place tor Mllulou! We

were slow: tqkm

.
$ o4

ture, which have stood for ages, and | Wi

beeu feasting on “all the ‘beauty of|.

wouderful fiiles that shalkstand wiile | *)

these lhbglJo”'m' infa
natore. ,But.tg.our, tam! Dore “‘
etail. 3 # gl bk 3
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ﬂtn’u brkf};:é“t?h :: .

tise of onr vbservations, and promise|

frouy this point seew.ed straight « for- eoql

prospective - movn™

sbuumc.d pmbmwpu A l&rgn f
company sat downiat the kahley Lt

.m rem{"n'\‘ilflo ﬁ'ﬂ“ﬁ “on s,

w rnj»e,nt
prayer. b: ry »l mf?"
ito hmuf 4 thuu,
ed upon lriw.”
eutly arone (rmu
vnb tbo- lnmlm

present; “It was woutefal “to - wnu-h :
the play of cuaﬁn which ‘conynlset A
his countenance.” He becaie deatli’y -
pale; and his eyes toroed tmﬂﬂﬁ”mgl y
upward, wet with teurs. Ad yet he
had not kpoktnz ~ The.siles
be felt; ‘it iad hecomeghsolw
ful, until at last ﬂnq.npou bi

ws i by'an elecsri¢ llnoﬁ,ud:u rb’ch
tofted “voios' lyllm"“f"l *'Onr

aud the old gentlema
ping forward with #
totteaing franie, seiz

beauty, undlm’:eu nwl Y _gan

be condenged in- a f;-co m‘.-imple

'{hh: prqy»imlf mﬂcimnlymmun
truth o )

ive t-xu
wyleml ex|

and mischieve
amesumplod’ % ia "8
vudlng un Mo

1«;‘:-! i».&
Dy pust 'mm A
nt >

n by
A n L
b cone
ely re-
te nniil
iy thir

e _t -

amd epe

ons npn; Guts
Impumhll | lill found -

Laroline

m
'"mmﬂ Mhl others uniih h,

oﬂhﬁr




