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THE PLEDGE PUKSE

[From the Sunny South. |

BY EMMA GARRISON JONES,

“Geotge, dear,” said Mrs. Pres-
cott, looking up from her basket' of

o | mending, as she and her bhusband

sat by their fire-side one winter night,
“has it ever occured to you that it is
time our boys were sigaing the |

th of time for . pledge?”

Mer. Prescott tossed aside his paper
with a laugh, g
“Thére you go, my dear; and I
really expected it.  The wonder is

you hayen’t caught the fever soon-
”

- «“What fever, George?”

o2 Wlxy, this temperance fever that
seems to be erazing eyerybody just
ncw, The town’s full of 1t; every
second man. I meet wears a gay roset.e

is converted into a temperance hall;

| but the thing won't Tast=- snch spal-

modie movements never do.”
.. His wife’s bright eyes grew wistful,’

|and a cloud crossed her presty, fresh

face. She was a happy little woman,
the mother of three promising boys,

| always buky ‘akd full of plunsfor the

cowfort of her family.
mgyement

,Itrmi? mr,.

becowing & d mfa y 2

“hﬁo T, e':)‘ rg ﬁu{ you are
| nota prruce. ""’4 ana -there’s
always: gao nger %haung awht to do

-nth

lpd aw knm “for" running aftér

danger. I'm not a total abstinence
man, Pl admit; ever since I can
remeinl er T°vé had my drink or two
# day, but I never wasintoxicated in
wy life, and I never expect to
b" ”»

“I trust not, Geeorge, but you have
sons, and there’s no talling into what
errors your example niay lead
them.”

*Why, Lizzie, do you mean to
say I set my boysa bad example?”

“No, George, there never was a
better husband and father than you
are, but you teach your boys to drink

intoxicating liquors. We have wine
on the tabls ocrasionally, .qer::?i
ovcry mmmg the . w__hu heir

&
qu vou have alwnyl mixed
the beverage, my dear, and shared it
around ‘o us,”
“T know it, Goorgo, but I shal
never do it again. 1In the first place,
it is'a waste ot money. 'The liquor
used in this house costs every cent of
a dollar a week.”
“That’s not much, Lizzie.”
“No; but it counnts up. And how
much doel your private drinking
amount to, do you suppose!”
“Bless ‘nay soul, Lizzie, what has
come over you?  Ten cents some-

| time, never more than a quarter ”

“Hach day??

trifling amount, do you?”
“T grudge you nothing, Georgv,

that
bappy,” evied his wifo, her eyes

filling with tears ; “bntl wish you
oouldmt)bmi(er s T do. Let

‘I'me gva ‘you an illustration.  The.

| Ashford boyumi‘ kerq -an -evening

&or 80 ago, and. they . ware their blue

peranice badges on their jackets.
“Iar;,dl:doh’!youkllowi sigh

« | they cut e o the heari.

in his button-hole, and every church |

by, szzw, héw mncb'ln earn~ [
| nat _v,ou ueem. You’ ve caugnt the
et fayer ~vmhcmt don%. Yeu :}:.p4

fud@oni Bat real]y, child I'm inno |

T Yes Yon don'igmdgeme that!"

uaumho you_and. your boys |

 shouted, *Harrah for tlle
,_,! ft isso tr!u“r Joﬂy.’f ;

J
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‘Did Larry say that ;” asked™ _\ll.! TREPOPTSIOWNTRAGEDY, l

| Presteott.

“Those were his w orda, George.and
Now, -huass
baud, you have never denied me any-
thing since the day. vou made me
your happy- wife—don’t deny me this.
Let’s banish all sorts of intoxicating
drink from ounr-house; and do you
take your boys by the hand and make
them sign fhe pledge. As their fathis
er does they will do willingly.” Aud
the little woman put by her sewing,
and crossing to her hmsband’s’ chair,
took his head in her two hands, and
Inid her cheek aguinst his face. *Now,
George, dear, surély yow’ll not say no
to me for the first time, will you?
Therc was silence for a minute,and
then the husband drew the pretty
face down and kissed it.

| eouldu’t say no, Lizzie, if 1 want.

ed,’ he n;ld *No man could withe
umsil qlqh a witch as you are,’
On the follawing day Mr. Prestcott
and his three sons signed the pledge,
and tlge bg),s tqgk great pride in their
ny badges,

mwmwf ng drinks were banished
from their home, and no one seemed
to be one whit the worse for it. ' It
“the buys liad a cold their mother ad-
ministered lict mullen tea, and she
found [the remedy even more cfficient
than the todies used to be. The boys
seemed more spenduy rellcvcd, and
had fewer attacks.

Three years weut:by. Times were
hurd. and money scarce, and. Mr,
 Prescotts business was dull. To make

‘| natters worse, he had a long epell of
3 | sickness, and a heavy doctor’s bill.

‘I can’t sce my way out of it,’ he
vemarked, sitting in his .arm chair.
one evening, his pal&face seamed
Wwith lines of care, ‘the’ building assc.

““teintion stock will haveto go, and 1 do

_hate that tremendously.’

‘What is it, George, dear? Muybc 1
can help ) you.’

The.sick man smiled at the. litile
wite, ever 80 ready with her Lelp.

¢ No, dear, you ean’t help me in
this; I wish you comld,’ he suid.” _ (It
s u«uutogvhxvh must-be paid- before |
‘the teuth.’

And tosday is the eighth. What is
‘the amount, George?

“Chree hundred and fifty dollars,
and 1 have not fifty to -spare. If it
hadn’t been for this confounded fevs
er—’

‘Jush, my leve. Wait till I bring
my pledge purse,” and his wife darts’
ed trom the roem,

In two minutes she was bLack, a
heavy purse in her hand.

“T'his is my pledge purso, George.’

*Your pledge purse? What do you
mean?’ ° i

*Why, yon see,” and the htile we«
man’s face tairly glowed as her boys
left. their lessons and crowded around
her, eager 10 hear, ‘the day you and
the boys signed the pledge, George, I
made this pnrse, and called it my
pledge purse. Every day I have put
in ten cents, and every week a dollar,
because that much used to go for nass
ty, intoxicating drink, -that did my
boys and their father more harin than
good. Sometimes, when I bad a lit-
tle spare change, I threw that in_too.
Larray, my boy, sit down by your
father and count over the contents. 1
hope there may be enough to pay that
troublesome note.’

Larvy obeyed with . alacrity, his
father looking on with cager eyes as
he assorted the dollar notes aud piled
up the quarters aud dimes.. Wlien
all was told, the amount was four
huudred and sixty five dollars.

Mr. Prrecott lJooked at his wife,
and his eyes filled with ters.

‘Why Lizzie ~why, little wife,what |
can-I say?’ hie began.

She caught his head to her bos~

"Suy nothing George, I kept my |
pledge purse for zu hour of {need
and that hour has come. Pay the
liote that . treubles you, dear, and
‘then-get well audumu your. hh-
ure.

three boys leaped fo ‘their get, ap&

mthonomunt

wechoose to
eelhr,iho sun will net bo hm
come down out of the huvom, lud-
seek us out inour Mmy.

in oxchan

unhubqnﬂwudbut. bat, the | e
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| From the New Yurk Times. ]

It is well known that the perpetrator
of any new veriety of crime or
owWrage is nemly - certain to have
imitators. For example,  Mastor
Jesse Po.seroy  was no soonet tound
guilty of carving smuf‘ boys with his
penknife than other yvouthful mou-
sters began to put their penknives to
a similar use. So common is thia
tendency to imitatien en the part of
criminals _that the conscientious
journnlist dreads to mention any
unubually utrogious crime, lest he
{ should therehy awaken among them
a depraved emulation. Some months
ago it became nocessary to mention
the ffifamaus conduet of a man who.in
the dignise ofA womau. and fi the
assuin 'd character of agent for the
patent garters canvassed three coun-
ties of Pennsylvania, and with the
aid  of a tape measure collected
statistics the very thought of which
makes one’s blood run cold. ‘It was
te be expected that the villain would
find imitators, and, accordingly no
one will be surprised to learn that
the town of Pottstown, Penn, has
just ybeen made the scene of a
peculiar atrocious outrage.
Nature i3 a faultless werkman—
or shonld we say a working womau?
She never makes a mistake.  Inorder
to give woman something wharewith
to occupy their mind and hands. sho
gave them long hair. At the “same
time™ foreseeing* that cirsumstances
might arise in which the ~possescion
of long hair would be iacouvement,
she made the backshair ef women
detachable, so that it can be’ takow
off and laid agido whouever such a

course seeirs desirable This is one
of those fucts of gcience which the
Darwinians cannot reconcile  with
the liy pothesis'of deyelopment.  The
fossils of whatevor strata give nc
hint ofany progress in the divection
of detdchable back-hair, and. the
female ape who is supposed to be the
ancestross of womau has no  back-
haiv_at  all. No . mere ' bountiful
pmmoq- W hich™ ‘_‘pen
woman to shut one end of “Tex + wacke
bair in the beaureuu~ Jdrawer, and 1o
lold tl;p other end in ose hand . with
a view, to brushing it. can. be fouad
in the whole economny of nature; and
no married Darwinian who is asked
by his wifo te take hor back-bait to
the hairsdresser’s to be ““done  ewer,”
can help losing faith in his hypothesis

at least to some cxtent,
Just after the beginning of Lent

two youug men came to . Pottstown
and announced that they were the
sole owners of a new process of
restoring brilliancy and softuess to
back-hair, no matfer what might be
its age or condition. They began
their operativus. by distributing (o
every house in the town printed
circnlars, neluug forth their business
aud naming a ridicuonsly lew price
tor their services. In this circular it
‘was promised that the longest switch-
es should be renovated for ten cents
each, while the charge for renovating

The ladies of Pottstown were assured
that the process of renovation should
be conducted with the utmost sccrecy
and it would require in no case mere
than three duyn. Copies of alleged
letters signed by Mrs. Anthons, Mrs.
Clara Morris, President Ilayes, and
Miss Clara Louise Kellogg, certifying
that their back-bair had been_Yenos
vated to their complete satisfaction,
were annexed to the clmuhr, and
there was ot a woman in all of
Potutown who did not tally believe
that ghe was exceptienally fortunate
in having Mme:ErT“n'iuw heF
atﬁemion(

The next day the 2 fwo young men,
each carrying s large covered basket
| called at every house to .nmln or-

i1
receipts with them. which they gave

an utremgly punlno and qum

vlthm m‘éa

back her cherished Jocks in a greatly
improved condition.

PRIL

ity a | may

curls and “frouts” was even lower, ]

ders and back-hair. They nd printed | v,
uge for hair, and which bad |

3| daye a ﬂpﬂm&u shewould receive | Missouri

‘or sever nl days al}ur the back- hun
| ot Pottstown had thus been placed
inthe Keeping of the pretended  hair
renovater noladies were visible on the
Pottstown streets.  Atthesame time
every lady at whose house any yoaug
Lanan véntured to-make a cali. was.
cither “engaged” or * “ill,” “and
declined to recieve visitors. On the
fifth ‘day the hotel at which the
scoundrels had stopped was visited
by scorss ot ex:ited busbands and
brothers, who were horrified to learn
that the two hair renvatess had left

them seven large and heavy trunks .«

when this terrible news reached the:
ladies ot Pottstown a veil must be
drawn. Much may be forgiven in a
woman who has béen cheated out of |’

approve~of the want of judgment
which several indignunt wives
evinced in: trying to replm their
missing kair by drawing upon . the
short and’ scanty” hair of their ins
nocent husbands.

There will be no parties in Potts-
town for some time to come, and ‘so
far “as the Josal young inén  are
councerned they “will ‘have  no
female seciety  whatever, I
sadden revival of the back<hair
business in this city and in' Philadels
phia, which Western statcsmen “are

the Pottstown’ l!dlec.
pretended i

for Europe with their ooty.
volume of back<hair in this eouulrv
will be for some time too smal! !br
the demand.

'l‘he two:

#uie

Laying aside the (hqng’lut of our
own rest undmtort,“le
little higher. - For the childrei’s sake
. we must inake the most of Jﬂ’rulvu
Many an nmlmh“ﬁrollm has 8

dren.”” Blie'doss 1
mors-them M th ﬁg
ﬂvﬁfng ﬁm‘ﬂ"ﬁou if she & ﬁ%t*
her time on clothes and 600
generosity which mlku the reci ten

up sons who suubbed their mother's

which they called ber to - bring their
slibpers? The meek Jittle woman has
*‘trotted arouud” to wait on them se
long that they have’ comeé to think
that that is all she Is good for- Their
sisters keep “Ma” in (Lebackgrounds

is ‘so_uncultivated,’ forgetting that
she has always worn shabby olotlgel
that they mi8ht woar fine ones; that
that her hands have become horny
with hard work Lhat theirs might be
kept solt and white for the piano,and
that she has denied herself bouks and
leizure that they ‘might have both.
And there are other ehildren, too no-
ble for such base ingratitude, whe
feel 8 keen though secret sense Of loss

and think how much more of a wo-
man ‘mother’ might have been if she
had not shut herself away from the
culture and sweet companionship of
books.—Seribner for Aprit.

+AX Acr oridKINDNESS szuum:.

of Coopenbown, Pa, met on a rails
road train a lady who was very
‘and she kindly winistered unto her

ing her to her plaeo of
When they parted the
offered to reward the your
her kindness an &

would take ;
wmh down
ding ﬁmmul

i '.l‘hm ave only ‘1,200 - hv’m

town five days before, carrying with |

Over the scenes which took place |

lier back. hair, but it is impossible to e "'!“M. ‘M h’ J‘W"

The |

ascribing to (hépuuge of the Silver|
bill, i due wholly to the demands “of |

*‘Oh, I cannot take lllﬂ»llﬂmé, thel'; 3
are 50 many things to i%q for (ho,chils |

“alf]
Iug Al

woak or selfish is not a blessing but a |
curse. IHave younot scen grown- |

opinfons in the same breath with B

because she ‘Lusn’t & bit of style,” and |

a8 they kiss the dear withered cheek |

~In December, 1873, a young lady |

taking carv of her, ‘and accompanyn | a I
Mn.uon, mt i

“rhe Baly’s Gota
sittle of the latest wh
Eugland. o
Mayor Ely, of New. Yo
lanow;he v‘}’:- ‘Mnklo be

4il he read it in'the
-other trinmph foi : b
ﬂﬂi;wm*if’*

- Spurgeon is
ontl:lu haiv d:y
wears a soft hat
T

face. Uis great yoice

ever. s

Itm-ﬁdﬁ‘“

window, g

old ,Dm‘ Job

that “lnvms

and his n

‘got it when
wife.
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