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| the-boat usually required that all

‘THE FATALCARD.

Some years ago the Mississippi riser was
noted forits{ ‘floating palaces,’ as the
large steamers plying between New Ors
leans and the ponls above. were ‘called.
Now the railways have driven nenrlv all
the fine boats oft the river, and left the
field to the freight-boats, whose accome-
dations for the passengers are by mno
means palatinl. The former class of
stcamers were in many respects delights
ful, but. they never ceased to be objects

which was reduced toa systeimn, did
result in the loss of the boat. there was
sare to be one or more euncounters bes
tween the lawless portions of the travels
ers, in which _ pistel bullets woula fly
rather (oo thiek tor the comfort of steady
going peopls. The cause of such
turbances was generally a quarrel over
the gambling table. The regulations of
such
amusements shiould be conducted in a
salyon provided for that purpose ‘i the
‘texas, or officers’ cabin,’ situated on the
hurricaune deck ; but the sporting gentry
were by no means cdreful to obey this
rule, sud the gaming was most common-
ly carried on o the dinning tables in the
main saloon of the steamer, to the great
aunoyduce of twosthirds of those on
board.

Many professional gawblers used to
make these boats their home traveling
back and forth with them, and fleecing
all who were verdant or foolish enougn
to fall into their clutches. 8o well, ius
deed, was this system managed that the
various members of the ‘craft’ seemed to

not

+have their steamers marked out for them

by comton consent, so that no one wounld
trespass npon the domain of the others.
Of course these men were warm friends

1 " . .
of the officers of the boar, who were eith~
er tco sincere in theit friendship to puta-

stop (o the practice,or too much atraid
of the gamblers to care to provoke a
quarrel with them, for in those days- it
was a common affair for such men to re-
sent any fancied amont with a pistol
shot.

Onue of the most remarkable men of
their ¢lass was named Damel Stardivant,
o Frenchman, the son of a broken down
scion of nobility who had settled in New
Ovrieans before the transter of Lounisiana
to the United Staces  Sturdivant had
been taised as a ‘géntleman’ by his aris<
toeratic fatler, but apon becoming of
.age, and finding his fortuues very bad,
had taken to eards as a means of betters
ing them. 1lis success in this field was
80 great that he was induced to continue
in-it until at the time I write.and he was
one of the wiost notorious gambl rs be-
tween 8 Louis aiid New Orleans. IHe
was forty five vears old. but  had kept
himself so well that he seemed much
youngeis ke was a man of fine persons

appearance and of great physical
ﬁcug_l . Ile was also noted for his per-
sonal courage. Asa gambler he was
most expert and successful.

There were dark stori¢sof deeds which
he had eommitted while under the infin-
ence of play and liquor, and it was said
by some that he had killed balt a dozen
men in his life time.” Yet no ome cared
to speak these stories openly, for no one

‘cared to bridg upon himself the anger of
‘such a map. There were few who kaew
him who really cared to play against
him, but l’hekﬁbted  refusal to do so
‘might mvo'vctﬁem tn a quarrel with

of dread to timid people, for if the racing |

diss |

| around the stove. Hc had-been drinking |
land was smoking a fine cigar us he aps
proached. All made ay for him.

‘Well, gentleman,’ he said, in an un-
sleady tone, ‘vou seemn to be terrible
dull.  Who wauts to play for a $20 ans
te?’ :

There was no veply. All present seem-
ed to Know the man, aud no one caved to
volunteer to place himszelf in hisclutches.

‘Umph!” he exclaimed, with an ex-
pression of contempty ‘atraid to try your
{luck against Dan Sfirdivant, eh? Or
I maybe you want alitde coaxing. Some
of you must play with me. I can'tstand
such treatment. Come, let’s sce who it
will be.’ i

e glanced around the crowd as if lo
| select his \"jclim. For the first ticce [,
noticed the gaze ot-one ot the group fix
i ed steadily upon him.—Ie wasa strane
ger (o me, and was dressed in a plain
8nit of howespun, and his face was - par- ;
m\hy concealed by a wide-brimmed soins
brefo which was drawn vver it. e wus
a small, but powerful made man, and in
th2 decided expression of his well shaps |
ed face I read an unusual firmness and ;
intensity of purpose, ‘

‘Are you Daniel Sturdivant the gam-
‘bler?’ he asked in a calm tone, withont |
rising. [

bmuh("’\nt flushed daikly and gave the !
stranger a fierce glance.

‘Some persons call e so, bebind my
back,” he said iunsolently - ‘but no one
would dare apply that term before iy
face.’

‘Nevertheless,” said ™ the stranger,
want an answer—yes or no.’

‘Well, theny’ said the gambier, nnm‘\
‘Tam. Whatofit?

‘bnnph lhh, replied tha stranger, ‘I
have heard it said that you claim to be ,
the best card-plaper in the Southwest. I |
have come two huudred miles to prove
vou a liar.’ '

Sturdivant strode forward a step or
two and thrust his hand into his breast |
as if to grasp u weapon.

‘Stop,’” stravger, ‘If yon shoot me, you
will simply prove yvourself afraid of me
Tuke your seat at the table, and I Will
make my word good.’

Tuere was something in t?e calin,stern
manner of the stranger, that scewed to |
reuder the gambley powelless.
tated for a momeut, and then said bully~
ingly:

I never play with a man whose faces I
cau not see,’

¢Never mind my face,’ saidl the strans
ger. ‘1t you are not afraid of losing it
you shall sce it whcn I am done- with
vou.’

‘But how dg, I'know you hgve moacy
enough “for shelr spoit? " persisted |
Stardivant. You look seedy euougn, my
fine taHow.’ :

“Thiere,’ said the s{ranger, producing a
large pocket book, ‘I have $10,000 there;
it you can win it yoa shall do 0.

With an oath Stiiedivant placed bims
self at ithe w* and bade Ins chalienger
do likewise. Those of ms who had lies
tencd to this singsliar dinlogue, now

) &

|

|
|

gathered ar table expecting 10
soe a soene of usual interest.
The stranger had 3 wrnised his hat-

bn-a-danoofu'hdaeen bis face,
but we all felt from his general air and

manner that divaut. had at
last met lns'match. not taka loug
to show that the st was am un-
usnaliy good player. l"or boar or
fhore tke ph)’%:‘g went ul& sileace.

Iho stakes were high and the contests
d with rare skill. Sturdivant ex-
! as he had never done before

|
|
| You for that play is returned.’ |
t
]

I his spleuded fidelity per pcmmod in books

He hesis | | tor aid and chromicling the daily ravages

chair with his face white and vigid. The
| stranger with one sw cepgathered up the
money frowm the tabie and thrust it int) |
Lis breast.

“That ace of hearts is an unfucky card
for you, Daniel Steudivant.’ he said cold-
{1y, “Youvlayed it once when yon thought |

lit to your advantage. Now. God help |

As lie spoke. he raised e pistol  which
| we had not seen, and before we could :
| stop him, ainred it deliber ately at the |5
|

trembling man and fived.
tcH heavily upon the

The gambler |
table. a cm'ps(‘.l

and the bright blood streamed over it!
hiding the fatal ¢ind fiom sight.
*Gentleman,’ said the stranger l'i.-ing!
to hisfeet, as we stood  paralyzed with
liorror ut the dreadful scene *that man |
"ruined my wife and tried to murder me. }
I' have been heuting tor him f(en|
years.’ ‘ |
Iie walked slowiy by us down the
staira to the lower deck. Just then the
steamer touched ata Inding and he |

. sprang ashore and vanished in the dark’

woods, - i
I never learned the history of the |
mysterious affair, for the dead: gambler
was beyond human questioning, and I |
never saw the stranger againg but I shall |
not soon forget the impression it made |
upou me at the time, I

UNPRETENTIOUS HNEROISM,

[New York Star.]
The Roman sentinel at rculanenm
who stood firm at his post 1 engulted
by the lava-torrent, has had thow“slorv of

. and bronze, as the act cer taialy deservs
"ed* yct his heroic obedience to military
" discipline in no way surpasses the thous~
{ and instances of self sacrifice which al-
most @scape observation amid the “agony
and  disorganization of the. Southern
plwue-nntec(ed cities. - 'What, Tor examy
| ple, conld exceed the stern sense of duty ‘
which animated “Bill” Reddmg, the ge- |

nial telegraph operator ‘and newspaper
! correspondent at Grenada? Through the |
whole sickening ordeal, wheu men
aroaud him were dying by scores and
I'fleeing by the huundreds, he remained
! steadfaet at his post, sending eut appeals

; of the pestilence.. One day bis dupuchea
came with an apology.at the foo!, saying
he feared that be could not write cohers
€utly, as the room in which - he , wrote
contained four persons down with the
disease, asd one corpse. ” The “fou per-
sons” were his own wife, his mother,
and two sisters ; the corpse was that -of
Ins child. A few days later the brave
correspoundent himself had gove to join
Ins kindred ift & bappier land, and anoth~
er gallant stepped into the deadly breach, |
Traly the race of heroes and martyrs - is
wot vel extinet.
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OUT AT NIGHET,

Furmers and #kont for your
boys when the ws of night have
guthered around you! Where ave they
then! Are'they at home at the pleasaut
social fircside, or ave they Touning the!
streets? Are they gaining a stroet ednoas
tion? It so take care; the chances of ther
rain ave many. There is scareely any-~
thing so destractive to their morsls as
running abroad at night. Under vhe covs
er of the darkness, 1hey acquire the edu~
cation of crime; they learn to be ‘rows
dgish, if not absolately vicions theg.catch
up loose falk, they Bear sinfol thoughts,
apd they see obscene things, and (hey be. |
come reckless and riotous. 1f ou woukd

an to it that i‘h
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. .-an t!lo
prison
ot l:is doﬂnward course

| Being informed that

{ rebuke w hich was well deserved.
| poor girl sobbed aund cried most pite-

t jury box; aud in the audience the tears

{
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ANAFFEUTING SC um:, l

[New N: rth State.] Q

One of the most affecting scencs Wwe |
ever witnesse occurred inthe court house
yesterday, Catharine Bolling was called
to answer an imlictment for econeealing o
bastardd  child.  Havisg no counse), ‘
Judge Kerr assigned < Col. Ruflin and |
Mr. Jumes W. Reid to -defend her
the father. ot the|
girl is & man of property, well able to/
detend Lis daughter and present in courty
Judge Kerr ealled nim up and requested |
bim to secure counscl. . LLe

|

father ad- |

{ mitted s ability but declined to employ

couusel. - Col. Ruffin and Me. Reid said |
that the girl should have their services
gratuitonsly. Judge Kerr: then admin- |
istered to the fathera
The
ously. I, Stradwick said he thought
the e
Pros,

seduced under & promise of nmumoey

-and after a discovery of her pregnuncy lxen
seducer fled the country.
| and inhuman tieatent of her futher
{ drove her mad and siie tried to conceal
the.birth of her child -which was born
| dead. In lier insanity she fricd to cut
i her own throai. le(!cl' the circum-
Mr. Strudwick said be did vot think she
ouglrt 1o be held respousible for the act
whichi ¢he stood charged.

Judge Kerr said he thought the Solici-
tor should dismiss the case; and that as
the fatherloved his gold and silver more
than Lis ofispring, and the daughter was
deserted by ber parents; it was proper
time er some minister of the gospel‘ to

way to the Cross.

Catherine is quite prepossessing ‘in
appearance, has a vory good face a.d is
evidently deserving of sympathy. She
is about 19 years old. During the sceue
there were few dry eyes in the court
roon. Ug the bench—in the bar—iu the

-

| of sympathy flowed profusely.

RUSKINON JU DAS,

——

John Ruskin in the ‘Crown of Wild
Olives,’” characterizes in his trenchant
style those who like to make money as
imitrators of Judast

“We do great injustice to, hcaml. in
thinking him wicked above all common
wickekness. He was only a oonmoll“
mouey lover, aud like all nouoy lover,
didw’t understand Christ; couldn’t make

{ out the worth or menuin“ -of bhim. He

did not waut him to be killed. tle was
borror struck when Le found (hat Christ
would be killed, threw his money away

| justautly, and banged himself. How

many of our presest money
think you, would e to
themselves, whoever they M‘
Judas was a common, seifish, m

in the bag of Lue poor; mnot caring for
them. He dudu't understand Chrisd,

wduﬁm‘-&bm
Mbth“ﬂ'm enpugh to
o for himselt, aud be, Judas, might as
well make Lis own little by-perquisies
out ot the affsir, Chmst would ocowme
watof it well ""'.‘ aed h bave

l'

ern Jugs,

mnosl withering {

0
*ﬁhﬂed him in eulumg a nol|
e stated that the girl had been

Then the cruel |

provide for ber a home and show ber the

1 For thin legs he recommends ringed

beaded plfering fellow ; bis hand always |

yet believed in- hin much more (han |
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“Griilty or not?” asked a-Patel jhss
tice. *Not guilty.” “Den what Jou .
want here? (o about your business.”

A dwghter of Brigham-
bm_n,nt' un actress under the
| Ceelle Grey.

A recent issue of" the Detrois F'r.o
Préss contained an  advertisement Df -
“For sale - u piuno by a lady with mods |

A man who-is fond of pets was reeent»

[ 1y blessed with a litter of kittzus. Hes

| tock l\uxrm) s advice ﬂnd “poo_lcd l".
i the issues.’

Ben Butler says he has been nominats
' ed vy the mm!lwence and enlture of
Massachusetts, Phis iy modesty for you
He nomiunated himself.

Mollic McCartysthe “California mk”'(
has turned out to be a Pacific ¢lope frandi
She couldn’t win a race with a wuo
grass ox-cart,

|

‘I'he tempérance baronet, Sir Wiltred
Lawson, lately urged at & pubhc ¢
ing tlut. the fale 0! “thedeysl in
tion” should be within theeontrul of the
rutepayers,

-

The river Rhine, as'is well known;
Washes the city of Cologne.

But tell us, nymph, what power. divine
Will henceforth wash the river Rlfine?

_ Eliza Pinkston has been heard from
again. - She says that John Sherman’s
‘“disomlute conduct with that yer Jinks
woman has done broke” hcr  heart.—
Warh. Post. e

A Merxdcn watchmaker has made a
steam  engine weighing only fifteen
grajius. Thejworks are silver,and three
‘drops of water are enough to keep them
in motion twenty mmutel.

A Chi
adapting

$ 1y

P W 0

hosier claims great skill in
‘wares to his customers.
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L
stockings, for plump ones stripes, aud
for thick ankles eomin_ with .u%nn :
calves he advises rin, )0ye aud stripes
below. . >

Base ball Jias been a t
since the introduction |
hard balls, and this pra
swift pitching. A few d
Barry, the catcher of a
villey N. Y., was hisdn |
mahnﬂy killed.

Beantlerdhltnl-Bibhhn.-(; -
modern days thus: “The tax gatherer
would go around in those times, and
take every tenth pig for taxes. Now hea
comes around and takes every third pig, '
andmb-loqgmgoyoo.thoﬂ.t?

Maggie Reed of I‘M m
aged 17, wished to dio becaase of
rﬁdro(—beelou.;hsahﬂ’
whvnlbenicidtm &;
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