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THE MINISTER'S OLLD COAT.

¢Ministers’ sons are very apt to tuin
out badly,’ said I to the gentleman who
sat next to me in the car. We had met
in the traia, bound-for Chicago, and had
© struck ui) an acquaintance.

- He stopped mewith his hand on my
arm and with an earvest look which I

shall never forget.
I paused at once in what T waasaying,
and it scemed for a moment almost as if

too.

“Let ‘me tell you a story,” he said. ‘I
know it is a common belief that ministers
sons are wild, but this is because people
talk about the bad ones, while tLose who
turn out well are taken as a matter of
course, I guthered statistics about them
once, and found that out of a thousand
sons of ministers, there were very few
who did not grow up useful and 'indus-
trious wen.’ ;

*Bat what is'your story ?’ I asked, - set-
ﬁlng back’in my seat.

b *Well, said lie, ‘it begins with & class
supperin Boston. a dozen years ago. A
number of old college fricnds had gath-
ered in the eyening tor their aunual re-
uniou. Aiwong them was the rich mer~
chaut, J. E. Williston=—onerhaps you have

§ * heard of him—and a poor pastor of a

| " country church in Elmbauk village, out

~in \Western Massacliuseels, whose name
was Blake, - A good' many of the class
bad died. and the dozen or so elderly
men who were left. felt more tender than
ever toward each other, as thgy thought
of the bright old days at llarvard,.an|
how soon no one would be left on earth
who shared in that happy time.
‘The disl'es came and went, (he- lights
glowed brilliantly, and at Jast the triends

" grew guite gay. But the tender feeling

I'have spoken of would come uppermost,
- mow and thenj; gud in one of these mus~

ing moments Williston s eye was attract-

ed by scmething glistening ubout the coat

which Lis triend Blake, who sal next (o
" bim, had on. ®

‘He looked closcr, - and saw that the
black cloth ot which the coat was made
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it llrhs very shiny.
"Well, Blake,’ nahstmfﬂeﬁly, lnklng
bold S 1ii§ friend’s arwn cordisily: {which

1%

fom,) ‘how hLas the world gono-wilh vou
“lately 2"

Bluke had a naturaily sad and thought-
ful face; but he lovked aroum! quickly,
with.a warm smile.

‘No need to ask,’ he said, lau«hinglv
“You can read the whole stery on 1wy

: “buck.” "Chis old coat'is a sort of balance
k. lheet, which ghows my finaucial condi-
Y tion to a T’

e Then be spoke more seriounsly, adding.
3 ‘Itis a pretty hard life, Williston, that
. of a conniry parson.. I dow’t complain of
_my lot, though sometimes I'm dis(ressed
« for my family, The fact 18, this cont I've
. goton is hardly fit for a mun of my pro-

i ; fesgion to appear in; but Pm guing to
~send my boy Sam to Iarvard this year,
“aud llnltpiuh here and there to do it.}

-really oughs to be thankfal, though, that

. T caw get such advantages for him by a

. : k"lmlu.orllmol persoual appears
luoe and conveniernice.
: Don’t you_ ‘lvo' thought to your

oocf ‘old” fellow: réturned Williston.
Nol bokno’u;ou willeverimag-
, the idart sneide of it is thread~
akis sod ‘with flis kindly exs
M-,w that ex-~

.
-

. ;oﬁnimhdmlo ‘his
ion before him. 1t was a letter.
ikingdt up, he broke open the envelope
nd fousd inside 8 few words from Wil-
iston, with a eheck for $500 to defray
tl-unt year’s college expeuses of Lis old
mu’ulou. {

the rushing train had stopped to listen, .

\ou are a strmwel to me, sir, smd
my {raveling companion, at {his point,
‘but I think you will appreciate the fels
ing with which poor Mr. Blake stood in
his bare and dingy stady in the old farm
parsonage, holding thut letter in.his haie
aud litting Ins fuithiul eyes in thankfal-
ness to God.’

‘Yes,” I replied.

Williston i just
the right thing, too.

And how was ' ijt?

i Did the son show that ke descrved (he

" had been worn so thin and smooth that |.

he Iomohow hadn’t thought of dethg bes | §1!

help¥

My acquainiance looked away from
me at the rich conntry throngh which we
were passing. Then he said: -

‘Sam Blake was a good-nataved, obe-
dient fellow enough, and was greatly

[ pleased to have the cxpense of  his first

college year taken off his tather’s - shouls
ders; but his scnse of duty didn’t go very
far, 'l e Rev. Mr. Blake bought a new
coat, and Samn eatered Harvard that
fall; and here mutlcls stopped for a
wlnlo

* ‘A freshman has a great deal to learn,
o8 you know ; but I think the chiet thing.
Sam learned that teviny, was the great
difference theve is between [arvard and
a Jittle village like Elmbank. _and the
great difficulty ot working aud playing
at the same time.

‘lere he had socicty meetings fo at-
tend, and rooms of bis own, with a chum,
where a good deal of smoking was done
by bimself and his friends. And then
theve was_bascball, into which it appear~
ed indispensable for the honorof the class
that he should enter actively, on acconnt
of his strong legs, wonderful wind and
ground balting.

‘He could not refuse to go to the thea~
ter occasionally with his richer eompan~
ions. -Sawn ook a natural interest in the
society of young ladies, too, and had to
give up some time to itscnltivation. He
also thought a moderate amount of prac-
tice in the gymnasium was desirable, to
prevent his health breaking down under
the confinement of study. So, on the
whole, the actual work that he did in the
college conrse was not very extensive.

‘This didn’t seem to have any bad ef-
fect till well along in the winter, when
the habit of shirking work had grown so
strong, withont his noticing it, that he
fell easily into reading novels when he
ought to bave been-in the recitation
room. Gymnasium, theater, billiards,
smoking—and { am afraid I must say
little drinking - frittered away bis time.

‘Oue horribly snowy, sleety morning
when he had got np too late for prayers,
the postinan brought hiwa a ncte trom the
faculty- au ‘admonition.”

He dropped the pipe he was just light-
ing, and bolted off to recifation. DBut he
‘deaded’ immediately, and that discour-
aged bim,

‘He soon bognu to make light of the
.warning, and did himself no  credit in
his studies. Though he managed to
ksqueeze through the examivation at the
el of the freshmau year, he came out
far down toward the foot of his elags.

“He was't quite contented yeith’ hun-
scll,nnd thought he would try to do botter
thenext year. But doring the jour-
ney’ home, récovered his  usual
irits.
¢\When he walkod up the village to-
wards the parsonage furm, he was thivk-
ing that—¢ince be was a sophomore now-
he would buy the kuotiiést and biggest~
headed cane in Cambridge when he
shon'd go back there. And what do
you suppose was tie flrst sight that- met
biw at home?

“It was bLis father out in the field, dig-
ging for new potaloces, his coat oﬂ and
lis spectacled fuce perspiring )

“The sight strack shame into the boy
he vaulted the feuce, and ranningj up
with bardly a paunse * for hLis greeting
cried:

‘Oh, father, let me do that! I don’t
like to sce yon at such work,’

«Mr. Blake stopped and !ooked earnest-
Iy and rather sadly at him.

*Well Sam, that’s -about ag good a
‘How~do~yousdo?, as you ceuld bave
ofiered me. There's something right
about yoa after all.’

*It hadn't occurred to Sam that (here
was any doubt on that point before. He
blnshed as he asked:

“Where’s the hired man?’

¢‘I've discharged him. 1 can’t afiord
one st preseut, my son,” was the anv
swer.

‘Sam was rather pnm and begam (0
reflect.

“They went into the house, and ;bere,
when the minister unbfoued after
making his toilet, his son noticed that
he wore the “old, shabby, shiny coat.
At this he was more then ever astons
isheds + <0 7 s .

“Phe - supper, alko, notwithstanding
that it was the firat night of the prodi.
gai’s return, was very meagre. Not a
single luxury was on the table, and Sam

be

noticed that his father and mother took

‘band, ‘it is yoursell you have been {talk-

no'sugat nor bulter, “Hlis ownt 'appetite
began (o fail at scemg llus and his per-
ception wag sharpeued. accordingly,  Ho
was now aware that bis  father Jooked
very thin, as well as sad* Suddenly he
laid down his kuife, and exclimed tn
his sister Kitty:

‘3is, what docs all  this mcau?—-llnn
gomg withont the hived man, aud starve
ing ourselves?

“Uis sister 100ked at Lim, then glanced
at Mr. Blake and ey mothcr, aud made
no answer.

‘I thuught said Sam pvcmlnmly that
Williston’s mouev was going to make it
easy lor you, father; and here the pinchs
ing is going.on five times worse than
ever.’

‘Idow’t own my friend Williston's
moncy, said the minister gnietly.

‘Of course not. But tbe fire hundred
dol—— Suam ‘stopped- abruptly “ on an
antreating gesture from his sister,

“The subjegt was not resnmed. DBut
before he went to bed, Sam obtained an
interview witly his sister alone. Ile felt
secretly that he was responsible for the
depression and Lrouble which seemed to
fill the houseliold, but that only made
liim speak more impetuously.

‘Now, #is;” he began ‘can I get two
words of 8ensd oiit of yon?

“Not until you ask pohtely,’ she re-
phed

*Well then, please tell me what
mystery is?’

‘It,oughn’tto be a mystery to yown,
San, that you bavn’t done well at col-
lege. Papa is terribly disappointed.

‘I don’t see why he should commit
suicide, if he is,” retorted Sam. It hasu’t
cost him much this year.’

*Oh yes, yon have. Do you know he
actually sold the new coat?

‘Why? Sam frowned,

‘Because he has been trying every way
to save money since he began. 1o get  re-
ports of bow. youn. were wasling your
time.

‘What for?, acked Sam, thongh he be-
gan’to suspect.

*Well, he——how should 1 Kkuow?—
Dow’t you see? I[le’s asbawed to have
had that money from bis old class mate,
and be's nearly saved enongh, and he is
gcing to pay it all back. There, I wus
to keep it secret. and now I've told you!
And his sister burst into tears, Yoa've
nearly broken his bheart, Saw—-—poor
papal’

The next day Mr. Blakes son went off
directly after breakfast, and was not
secn agaip until afierncon,

‘Coming back, e overtook his father
returning from the postoffice,

‘I'know all about it, he exclaimed, in
his excitement, ‘*Katy teld me last
night. 1 wish though you’d held on to
the new coat awhile,’

‘Why,’ nsked Mr.
bly.

‘Because said Sam, I'm going to pay
my own way now. I’ve been off to-day
and hired ont for the season to Farmer
Hedgebarton.  You won’t send that
mowey to Willlston, will you, father?

‘You are too late, was the minister’s
answer. 1've just mailed the Jetter o
him,’ ) :

1u fact next day the kind merchant's
cyes were dimmed as he read (hese
words: .

‘DeAR WiLLIsto¥x: My boy—it almost
breaks my heart to say so— has not prov-
ed worthy of your generosity. I have
decided to return ¢ke sam which yon
gent me for him last year, and yon will

find a draft enclosed for that amount.
LaKe.’

Here I interrupted the narrator.

‘Doesn’t this story prove what I said
at the beginning?’ I asked.

¢ No for that isw’t the end of it. Sam
wentdown to Boston in the automm
with a few dollars of earnings iu Lis
pocket. He had decided to give up col-
lege, and so applicd to Mr. Williston for
a clerkship,

‘He told him:

*I Proved myeelf unworthy,as my father
said. Now give me a chance to show
myself worthy.’

*Williston gave him a position, and he
worked there two years. Then an op~
portunity oflered to go West and fake a

Blake, impertras

partnership in—what do von think? The

clotking business! Sam jumped at it;
and you may believe he sent his 1ather,
next Cbristinas, the fiuest coas that cun«
cern could prodace,

‘§ am a well-to-do man now, sir,” cons
tiuned my acquaintanee, sunddenly spesk-
ing in g;lo‘eﬂ‘;u rson, =

t o 0, if you will come to
E:ublisbmem, E.will show you my -?
the mivister’s old shiny coat, w
preserve becanse it was the
my fortune and made a man of

“Then’ I exclaimed, taking him

ing ubout all this time! ‘Yon are—~
‘Bam,’ concluded my new friend, nodding
and lmilhng.—-qaoryc D. Lathrop in
Youtk’s Componion.

Nothing overcomes passion b than

silence.

‘and when we ‘

WED‘\IESDAY MAsRQH

A ln.-me--d toeident, -

In one of the battles of “tho Jate: fvar,
yourg Doctor D=y then' % voluntecr
captain in the Union Army, led - his'men
P to w band-inshand fight wlth o’ Lou-
ted: rate rexlmcnt

“f vever,’ snid the mmnln. ‘had killeql
a'man'beore. It was n mnes ‘ot men, |
fonght—an'ilea, the whole Sotth—uot
the individanl,

“When [ found myselt; slusLing nway
at a stout bluezeyed lellnv. who might
Ue rome womnn’s - husband,  aml son® |
chill’y lwther, | confess my vourage guve
way. [ actually shiat me eyvs as [ lincks
ed desperately 1t him with. my - sword.
His‘nrm‘lell fielplessly; and he  dropped
from his horse.

¢ An hout Jater, Fsaw bim'in the sure
geonw’s tent.  ‘I'he drm had  beeu awmpu-
tated and lny upon the floor:: As the
waw was currfed away [ saw on ono of y
the ﬂuxers arind carved out of cannel
coal? It looked 'to melike a child's work
and [ drew it off and followed the
wounded soldier, deterinining to restore
i.. Butin the contusion of the battles
field 1 Jost efeh? of him.

The sequel to this stoftis as Tollows?
In the sumnier ot 1878, when the yellow |
fever was raging hr the south, Dr, D—
was une of the Northery physicians who
roswered the énll tor nid.

11é went to Memphis and Iabored for
weeks among the ®ivk and dying. Among
thie patients brought to the "hosphial was
a Colonel C==—, a wan with buat  one
arm.

Something’' familiar in the man‘s hon-
est face troubléd the® doctor. Iie guve
his constaut caré to him, both nursed
and perscribed for b, and finally s.w
hii recover. " 1he two men becawe
warmly attached:

One evening whan the Colonel was
to leave his'bed, they took supper to-
gether. = Dr. D — suddenly drew from
his pocket a b!ack ring and Jaid it on lbe
tuble.

‘Why, this is mine!* exclaimed the
colonel. “My boy Dick cuat um for mé
thirteen years a

“Then it'was tho cut off your "arm.
said D —._

‘I'ne mon arose and faced each other
silintly & moniennt, and then their hands
met in a hearty clup The strife “was
nver, and the trug men were brolhers

again.

About Going Weést.

The élaes of men who can go West; oi
to a.pew gonniry, dnd succeed, are those
*ho nf“lmllg to 1abor, and who have
plack and euelf) » and wlio possess
enough faeniis (o give them a good
start. .

But, havhw dotermlnod fo go; what
is the next ucp? Personally inspett the
localities 1o swhich your thonghts are
tarvea. Do not invEsta dollar on the
recommendation otothers. Better spend
all needful time and money in thorough-
ly acquainting vourself with the advans
tages and disadvantages of the conuntry.
‘Then you will not be disappointed,

‘The most essential thiug needed by the
emigraat is “pluck.*  Go determined to
win. Do not be frightened by a single
disastrous season. Thousands turned
their backs to IKansas and Nebraska, at-
ter a grasshopper year, who fo day hear-
tily:wish themselves back there. Ite.
member there are bal ycars and hard
!)lnws for farisers everywhere, and ‘havs

ng put yonr band 1o tne plow do not
look back.¢ Why shonld a young man
settle dowon n a wora-out farm for a
life-long struggle with debt that will
make himsordid and ol betorg his time
simply because he hnrpoucd to be boru
there? A popular writer has compared
stch a one to a hen sitling on an eggless
nests

" A Manmiace ixTiE Woops. —In Alex-
ander counly (Miller's township) one day
last week; a marriage took place nnder
rather singn'ar circumstances.  Mr. Pink
Lackey and Bettie Miller were the con-
tracting parties, and 1. A, Hudson, Esq.,
perforined the ceremony, “T'he bride, ihe
groom, the magistrate and  friends met
al a certain point 1 the woods at a given
hour, and on the side of the roa. beneath
the branches of the trees, (ho #quire pros<
nounced the bans, It ja alieged that
these surroundings were not chosen for
the nuptials witbout cansc—the cuuse bew
ing, according to repurt, that the groom
is a moonshiver; and was lying out frem
the raiders, none of whon were among
the invited guests. Lhdugh vo banguet
halls were thrown open (0. the loving
conple, this sylvan wedding was not
celebrated altogether in dryuness. A
quantity of Alexander county “block**
had been providently brougit to the spot
agd some of the members of the bridal ]
train partook of the fluid nntil they counld )
probably not have told a moonshiner
from a raider across the public road.—
Statesville Landmark.

A clergyman resently left Liverpool in
a large ocean steamer, and begianing to
feel uncomfortable after lcaving the
mwonth of the river, sought tire Captain
to learn if there was any danger. The
Captain, in response, led the clergymap
to. the forecastle and told him to listen to
whac was going on. The clergyman was
shocked to Lear the ssilors swearing
vigorously aud expressol his horvor to
the Captain. The Cuptain mrerely fe-
marked: “Do you thiuk these men
wonld swear i such a manner if there
was.any real dunger?’ whereopon the
parsoft peemed satisfied and retired. A
day or two after, during a severe storm,
the Capainm saw the clergyman proceed .
ing with difficulty to the fore-castle, and
on his return overheard bim oxclalm:
“Thank heaven lbuy ve. are swearing
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Glostlings. .. .. |

Worryivg mll wear the rlcheuq, Jite o
thteads.

Wé are npt to od\m&lor an act wrong{ Em
because 1t iy uipleasaht Lo us '

never iind putling ap & tombstone:

Churles O'Conor, in apite of his yeays,
A still o gréat walker. He attributes
the extraordiuary preservation of. -his
physical and mentul powers to Lhis babit
of outvdodreXeveise,

A woman with a red petticoat 'was
mistaken for & dungir signal by the en
gineer of a railrosd train—but hold,
pevhaps he wasn’t mistaken after QII—
New Haven Register., No, it might
have been his wite.— Oil (ity Derrick.

The Supreme Court of Olio has de-
cided that it is illegal to dun a debtor
on #postal card, as such is liable o in.
jure tile credit or reputation of t.he
debtor elsewhery,

A teacher defined  conscienco as
“something within youn l.lplt tells you
wlien yon have done wrong” I had
it once,” sjloke Gp'a young tow head ol
six snmmers, “but they bud to send for
the soctor. :

The cousciousnbss that yon are right will
muke yon happy even when all the world
thinks you are wrong, und the conscjous-
ness that you are wrong will make you
miserable even when all the woﬂd thinks
you right.

The poet Tennyson is worth $1,000,,
000, and we don’t sce wliat use there
was in lds writing “Codie not when I
am:Dead” They'll be on hand, "ery.
of them, when the will is M—-—
cinnati Enquirer.

Between acts in the Boston theatre' a.
man startled thq ,mheneo with a_sneeze
s0 loud and  vigorous that the house
seemed t2 shake. There was ap-
plause und eries of *Bacore !’ but he
siply bowed his thavks. -+

The ruin of most perstns dates. from
some jdle hour. I rediember 4 gapirital |
poem, in which the devil is represented

to the taste and business of his prey;
but the idler, he said, gave him no
trouble, as he Lit the mked hook.

In a little family discussion the- other
day, the inadam remarked, somewhat
tartly: “When I marry ng-in—” “IL
suppose you will marry 4 ‘fool,” inters
rupted the husband.” "“Beg. your par-

don,” said she, “[ shall do nothing of
the kind. I prefar a change:” Tne lord
and master wilted,

The ambition of onr best young men
is to get a coat fust 1ong edough'to cov
er up the rear suspender buttons of their
pantaloons, and an overcoat just short
enongh to mss being '
protruding nails of dulr boot heels. In
the man of wmodesty we lnu-t a general

average.

Husbands are ten cents apiece in thé Ohio
market jndging by the dan awarded
a woman who sued the fumily doctor for
the death of the old man. If hushands
are worth only ten cents, while a dentist
has to pey $5,000, damages for breaking
A woman's jaw, whither are we drilting?
Bring along your gld empire.

A clergyman recently said thdt many
a man while ITFI“II“’ singing with all

his might the
Were thé Whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present fur 190 siall,

was diligently engaged with one hand in
bis pocket scraping tht edge of a three
cent peice to make sure that it was not
a dime.

Qneen Victoris, in opening Parlia.
ment in the late years, takes on the 4
pearance of tobes of state but not (lie
robes themselves. She wears her ordi.
nary widow’s dresa and the roysl robes
are outspread upon the 'throme. ARer
sha seats berV‘Lu is the office of the
Princess Beatrice to pull the corners .f
the robes over the skirt of her mother's
gowtl.

Mer. Chattles Reade is not only a diss
tingnished writer, bub a business man of
gredt energy and industry. 1lo_ was
himselt the pubhsher ot his “Nover too
Late to Mend,” maunaging the  whole
matter of ptintiog ‘and’ issding; ' and
potictuslly every week superintending
the acconnts. Had the printers failed

he was quite eapable of l,.\hn‘ off. his

own menly hands.

from a source wholy unex . Two.
men were iuqbou-odutrym cross
the rapids. - The traveller was li.id in
presence of the turbulent waters, and,

the oars,

to be lost hare,

river off atrd ont for
only lasf month m;
drowneil right on this very spot. that
are going over now, hnt he wasn’t lost
for we foond his budy two days after<

yell”

| ward in the creck below here,”

When you bnry an old animosity, | Gove

as fishing for men, and fitting his buiws |-

tangled with the|

cont and setting up bis work with his§
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