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; Maxwell took it philosophically. .-
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' The, fpllowmg poeh, - Written by one
of the mast gll’ted of New York editors,
first ajipeared in -the. ‘Chiistian Intelli-

Was 8un ted by
Rib"tf Bgested by one of Dr,

AT, Th MAU'H FUL,

GEORGE.W., BUNGAY‘.

From the tall purple mouuzalns of peace,
Footstools at the heayenly throne, »
Death descends on white wings to release

The soul from its sorrowful zone.

His white sandals are gemmed with the dews
Of flowere in the gardens of Gud,
Blossoms unfading of heavenly hnes
That bloom where the angeis have trod.

Lol he comes from the beautiful skies
To'escort us to mansions above—
I8 we trust in the father all- -wise,
His mission is merey and tove.

See, the sweet little child, unafraid,
Ulings close to his sheltering wings.
See, the young and the old, undismayed,
Are crowned with the wreath that He brlngs

He's a meesenger bright from above
With radiant light on his face;

To thé heart that flows over with love
He brings the benedictions of gruce,

He's no monster with dragon-like wings,
& repulsive and skeleton form

Full-armed with darts, arrows and stings
Who caters alone for the worm.

8Bince we cannot live always, then why

8hould this visitor fill us with dread?
For faith, hope and love honor nigh,

The convoy of souls from the dead.

From the lite that is mortal He bears
To the life that's imniortally given.
He dismisses our sorrows and cares,
And leads us to loved ones in heayen.
———
ANMEROIC DEFXINSE,

a

In the month of January, 1878, Mr.
Maxwell, his wife, danghter May, and
four men, started from Miles City, with
the intention ot.settling on the Lower
Missouri, near where the old Stanley
trail crossed the stream.

They had thirteen pairs of oxen diag-
giug the wagous, and their progress as a
matter ot coeurse was very slow. How-
ever there was no occasion for haste, and
they jogged along steadily for several

“tdays, until they were near the- O’Failon

Hills, when Mrs. Maxwell called atten-
tion to a conple of objects ahead, which
she believed to be antelopes; but swhen

" her'husband brought his ficld glasses,to
- Wake; State Libra- |

bear upon them die pronounced hlleul'ln-
dians.
This was alarmiag, tor whnlever abos

rigines are enconntered iu thay portion ot

u\i;t deadly kind of encmies.
ak-well immediately haltéd tie teams,

the precise state of affairs.

The result was the startling “discovery
that he was in the neighborhood of a
hobtile village of forty lodges. There
was but one tbing to do, and the wagons
were instautly turued abont, and the
parly retreated . tomrdl the - O'Fallon
Creek.

The Indians followed at a respectful

? | distance, but did not attack* and having

reached the timber and water, Maxwell
weat into camp.

The site selected was an admirable one
for defeuse, the ground being high while

a ravine’ran around shree sides, so that

.|it was comparatively ‘easy to gunard

against an attack from any Jdirection.

The sun bad set and it was growing
dark when the whites ‘went into camp;
vut, confident thdt an assault wonld be
made the entite’ night was spent in mak-
ing preparations for it. The blufls did
not run close to the water or timber, and
the position was about two hundred
yards fromboih. A goodly supply of
water sad wood was laid n, dnd the
pANv waifed auxionsly the aitack-which’
they 'omm ‘was to come.

The moruing dawned without bring-
lng any signs of the Indiauna; but ‘when
the forenoon was half gone, the works
were finisbed. The wagons formed oue
side and logs and saeks filled with earth
aod sand the others. Caves were dug
for the mother and dsughter, and strong
rifle pits were dng on three sides of the
camp.

The Indians were discovered approach-
ing, and the seige began on the day suc.
osadlng the :n'lnl of the party ' at the

'l'be"otule was kept in band anti] night
when it was neceesary to water them, a8
it was out of the question to keep enough
of the precious fluid for so mly capas
cions stomachs.

Accordingly they were drlnn dowa to
the creek, but had scarcely lowered their
mouths, when the Iudians made s dash-
and eaptured them all,

There was no way of preventing the
catastrophe, nor of repairing it, and Mr.

4

“The works were completed, sud when
the night set in the bellowing of tha cat.

and devoted an hour or tivo (o', asertain |

h e camp in the hope (hat the wlmea
wculd ventare ont {o recapturé lhem'
but Maxwell and bis friends were too

wiee to attempt auy such foolish exs '

ploit, .

The leader of the partyzhowever,could
not shut his eyes to the falt (hat (he &its
uation of Limelf and fi iends was peril-,
ous in the highest degree. The .Indiana
tar outnumbered them,and commanding
the supply of water, could rediice the
w hites to terms, by simply holding them
where they were, providsu they should
fail injthe dircet assault.

A long aund anxious consultation was
beld and a clraracleristic siratagem was
arranged, It was a bright moonlight
night, but the sayages seemed to have de-
cided to do nothing except by daylight
and all was still around the beleagnred
settlers, Finally, one of the whites
crept stealthily out from behind the ins
itrenchments, aud by gréat caré and pa-
tieuce 3ucceeded 10 reaching the woods
undiscovared. Rieing to his teet be imme-
diately started to Fort Keogh for help:

Maxwell and his friends listened intents
ly,and withont the_ slightest unusual
noise lhey drew a sigh of relief and hope,
confident that the messenger had got
safe through che lines.

Tns reduced the garrison to six pers
sons—Mr. Maxwell, his wife, daughter,
Mr. Benton, George Parland and Jester
Pruden. Through the night the sentine
heard the Indians riding up the ravine on
their horses, and in the bright moénlight
they were distinctly seen while at a con-
siderable distance.

When they reached the creek, they dis-
mounted, tied their ponies and began
crawling towards the fort.

The rifles of the whites were breech-
loaders, and they were confident of mak-
ing a ratling defense.

When the Indians were wh.bln about
fifty yards, Maxwell gave the word fire,
aund the fightopened. The bullets went
down the slope with such dreadtul rapid-
ity. that the savages immediately broke
and fled ; bat two of their number were
seeu to fall, and a third dropped close
to the works where he lay in plain
sight.” . ! :

“Hold on!”? he called ont in broken
English. “Don’t shvot, - Um hit—I’'m
good lnjun Ak

It would have been the easiest matter
in the world tabave finished, him, but)
the whites conld ot have refused bhis
prqyer for mercy,” and 'they 'refrained,
making o reply to bim however.

The wurrior Jay: still awbile aud then
“Come help me; I’'m wounded.”
© ¢Crawlin bere, and we'll look out for
‘you,” replied Maxwell, )

*No, nol Iujua come carry me off.”

None ot his brethren however, venmh
ed to his assistance, and after awhile;, he
arose tohie feet with ~great dlﬂwﬂy
aud staggered ﬂpqn the hill gome dh~
tance, when 4wo Indians ‘ran ,up
to meet bhim and helped him oat' of
sight. _

The reception of the savages had been
of a hotter nature than they bad counted
upon, and they began packing up tbeir
things aud made a great show as though
they intended leaving, but the whites
were naturally suspicious.

Pretty soon they started, and shortly
after the cattle were hesrd lowing again,
the purpose of the fedskins being to pers
suade the whites thatsome of the . anis
mals had gotien looso and were wander
ing abont the woods. But our friends
could not be tempted by any such tuu-
p;rout artifice.

- Pinding that all efforts to decieve the
emigrants had failed, the Indians were
filled with desperation, and charged
boldly up the slope, yelling and ﬁrlng
their guus as they came.

They dashed at each side of the forl,
but the defenders remained ccol and
fired deliberately and effectuslly, while
the shots of the red men did no dsmage
to those who were so securely sheltered
behind their breastworks,

This desultory warfare was kept up
all night during which more than one of
the assailants were forced to bite the dust
while the 'emigrants recieved uot so much

Tasa scratch.

When daylight eame the indigns drew
oft again, and going in among - the hills,
built a number of fires. It was not long
before several thin colamns of smoke
were discerned in the distauce.

“These are signal lnt,"-ldlk llu-1
well. ”

“What do they mean?” asked one of
the men. f

«They are calls for help, and those re~
plies announce that it will be sent. We
shall soon have the bottest kiud of work ;
so'rest while you can.

Maxwell was correct in h ualon,
!or“*ﬂhudoh»cubbol
~w omvhg ‘tln

Noc long u(t.ar, 4 number -pproached
Lhe fort, and ealled out:

'H‘ow! how! Come ont! Give up?”?

“We will_give up, never!’ shouted
back Maxwell. ‘We like. this kind of
ﬁghung! If you like n-, give us some
II.IUI"'
; The Indians uupted the invitation,
and began ordwling-through rsthe" 2grass,
‘sheltering themselves behind evary little
moiind or clump of ‘earsh-that! camer iu
their way,

‘Observe that rascal,” said Maxwell.

t‘He has flattoned himself ont like a wine

dow pane; but I cun fetch him - for all
that !’

And thereupon he proceeded to ‘fetch
bim.

The firing became rapid at this june-
ture and continued with scarcely any in+
termission.-for two hours. It was emi-
nently wise in Maxwell to take such care
and pains in the throwing up of his in:
trenchents, for he and nis party would
have been .overwhelmed, despite their
brave defense but for the very effective~
ness of the means of resistance.

Ax'i$ was, at the end of a couple of
hours the ."T were within an ace of
getting inside the ‘fort.’ They steadily
pushed their way forward, and for a foew
minutes it geenied as if they were certain
to succaed; but the bresch-loaders in the
hands of the four brave men were terris
bly effective, and, at the critical june-
ture, the redskins suddenly broke and
rushed down the hill again.

They now gathered in the wooda for{such a desultory manner that Maxwell

consultation, It is hard to guess what
their conclusion was, but they divided
into five parties, went on the hills again,
built large fires, and encamped.

A half dozen warriors, at intervals,
sauntered down towirds the fort, and
showed great solicitude for a talk, bat
Maxwell warned them to keep away, or
he would fire upon them.

“Their objeot is to find out how many
of us are nere,’ he said, to his men, ‘so
keep close 80 as to prevent them. It will
be to our advantage if we cun quadruple
our number in their eyes.’

One of the warriors was determiined fo
interview the whites, and refused to take
warning.  When he got too close, Max-
well winged him, and he went limping
off howling with pain,

Mrs. Maxwell and her daughter were
fully as brave us their defenders, They
cooked food, and carried it to each man,
who took it it one hand while he held
his riflein the other.

‘The situation remained thas (ot “the
rest of the day aud through the ‘entire
night, . The :Indians, sat  around  their
respective camp. fires; and pow and thep
wade sn ineffectanl effort. to open ,oon-
versalion wish the whno nien ln sho u-
frenchmem.l.

‘The next -day lnd mreely opemd
\ﬂlen the savages once more renewéd the
attack. is time they surfoiinded the
fort, and the charge. was most bitter and
determined.

It continned for haifan bonr, dorhg
which the bravegy'and coolness: of, the
Jittle band' we loped in @ still more

astouiabing wanvef, and the ‘uﬂl& ﬂ: 3

the assailants mﬁd as fumultaous
treat as before,; . .
It would egem tlut. thz ought |
been eatisfied with what they h dono
—or rather had attempted to do—but

they showed no honest intentions of giv~ i

ing over the fight, even though they must
have come to believe the number of the
garrison was much greater than was the
case, ;

The Indians.now resorted to the arti-
fice of firing arrows into the camp—s
practioe which was a great deal wore
dangerous than the reader would be apt
to suspect. :

The red men have a fashion of Shoot-
ing these missiles in the air, so they will
descend almost perpendicularly striking
very close to the spot intended.

That it was exceedingly dangerous
will appear from the fact that, while
none of the whites had been wounded
up to this time, it was not many minutes | end
before oue of them was badly hurt by
one of the arrows, they having uo pro
tection such an attack,

‘They vised such srmor as they
coald, however, and no more ‘demage
was inflicted though the carions method.
of asssult was kept up for a considersble | best
time.

About noon a curious thing oceurred.
An Indisn who bad been smoking, start-

ed a¢ a deliberate walk toward the ~fors. | bOFsee

'l‘ho'hiuvminmnoodforv
and, as the warrior knew ﬂn i

opened him.
o e et

within nearly s kb
dead.
, whé wished to show his

hi tlo:::i” umhm‘:{a
t was not

th.:ituv bave been an nbonpul

ouboﬂohuhid-.
Itloohddifhtou_mm re~

..w»mlulhu.uh that . was to

hold the where they were uatil |

bunger and thirs should accomplish that

'motl.lwumonwmvm o |

able to do.

.. They made no non_ahqu of the, e
m-t-mmw.hs'lm' :

tle filled théhir. - The Indians weredriv-
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tlng Iltob for a ubob ;q the brAyﬂ de~
fenders, | - .

The_ nfpequnoo ofu l"x dc or hand was
sure to bring u dozen bullets’ whistling
around "the mtrox{chmentu md’ it cer
tainly 18 wonderful * that™ ‘nohe of "the'l

.whites wete killed, '~ -
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But the'emigrante were equally -
lafrf &hd thiey ¢ did. stelling- work;: :

4

along without this, and a. passage was
dug under the breutworks, and one of
the men succeeded in ora

with the assistance of a cover, got a sup-
ply from the creek, and returned with-
out detection, Anothor gathered a lot of
wood, both exploits, ot course, beiig
done by night.

In the ‘morning the besieged built. a |
fire, and a tent was put up, proceedings
which tust Kive sstonishivd the Indhm
not a little,

At any rate, they were so infuriated
that they opened a spiteful fusilade:
agaiust the fire which was kept .up. for
half un hour, bat did no dunugo whats

0

was sure their ammunition was giving

“Who are you?” shouted Maxwell,

“Sioux and Nez Perces,” was the an-
swer. .

There was reason to believe that the
savages were actually departing, but the |
whites dared not ventare out. It would
certainly be incurring a great risk, which
waus un .

On the fourz day, Colonel Baker, of
the Becond Cavalry, with a strong force,
was seen approaching the fort, under the
gridance of the runner who had _stolen
out on the first night from the tort,

The Indians did nov molest: them, and
the colouel vonducted - the little party
back to Tongne River, where they stayed
until fully recovered from the excitement
ot .one of the most heroic defences known
in the history of dne frontior,
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