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CHAPTER VIII,

ARTICLE 8510,
HE cooling alr of Nevember
bad checked the fruiting of
the cotton plant and gulcken-
ed the sweetenlng of the
sugar cune. The harvesting
of the one was ending, of the other
about to begin, when a small company
came together at “L'Hsperance” upon
Oalefell's invitation. Though not nu-
merous, it reliably represented the best
sentiment of the parish—Baldounino and
Brulleton from lower Bayou des
Glalses, Millechaze and Colmesnotte

AJ Thompson
from Borodlno and Moreauville, Jewett
and Fyrth from Bayous Bouf and

& . Company
Huffpower, Biset and Dufosse from

' gy ‘I‘!faf t 8
p ’“" ’ﬂ ity Cocoville, Valsin Moulllot from Bayou
YYETTYEPREYVYVEYYYYVIVYYS | 4y Lac, Father Grhe from Mansura.
: . . A truly satisfylng dinner, topped by
venlson and mallard ducks, had main-
talned the good fame of the Oakfell
board, mnd, the servants belng with-
drawn by Mrs. Wyley, guests and host,
ever thelr coffes, consldered the case of
the jockey Leon.
Briefly and clearly Onlutell stated the
result of his examination of .the law
and the facts. In proof of Quillebert's
gullty knowledge that he had not even
the shadow of a elalm of ownership, he
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OPENING OF THE WINTER

waty 42 darh U -the agent of the helrs of Queyrouse:
Touh\‘sﬂ : “Asou Olive, called Leon, I8 not included In
N G the present sale, a condition without
PEE : which the present sale would not take

ﬁh

act of sale and Quiliebert's perfidy in
sofrappiag the unsuspecting boy bave
determined me, gentiemen, to institute
suit in behalf of Leon for freedom, and

gyl Qe < |1 have Selt that 1 ehovld declare my
5 purposs. to those friends and neighbors
'va A r | whose Judgement and esteem I value
‘ and .‘L.j.b e m“'
All looked to Baldouino, who after a
Thoy/dapd i the Sky oo 2R
" | spoke thelr response:
Sp—— mewa#Your resolution - Increases our re-

_ spect for you. Quillebert 1s & shameless
4 P%m;nﬁlﬁ tcaline an ovil infusscg fa the
o LA of ecommunity. His ehlef galns have no-
: tiahi : . ‘?;‘ toriously been from gambling and usu-
outh ey ﬁk ry. His instinets are low, and bis
s 1 practices are scandals huriful to our
sor address young men. This theft of a msn from
; KL F. R, DARBY,
Traveling  Pass. Agent, Cily And T. Agt.
RS o, W00 |
ooy I :
: Gonoral Passangor Agent.
A 8. CULP, W. A, TURK,

“Not only our Mr., Horace,”
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you," sald Faiber Trhe, rfiding near
him and in an undertone communieat-
Ing the particulars of the meeting at
“L'Esperance” and the warnlng In the
words of Fyrth,

In the struggle to suppress bls anger
Quillebert's face was that of & demon,
It became knotted with swollen velns;
his bloodahot eyea glared like a bated
brute’s; bis heavy lips, though tightly
pressed together, shook like storm
awept waves of a muddy stream, and
his fingers convulsively worked the pa-
pers they elutched into a erunched and
shapeless lump. Father Grhe turned
hiv eyes away from the revelting spec-
tacle, but Laore gased upon It fas-
cloated.

“The cowardly creoles join the bully-
ing Amerfcans in threatening a French-
man with lyoch law, and you, mon-
sleur priest, are thelr berald, e¢h? That
io the case?' at length Quillebert mut-
tered hoarsely.

“It will only aggravate the sltuntion
to use insulting adjectives,” answered
Father Grhe. “Those cltizens bave but
adopted a herole mode of forestalling a
possible and deplorable outcome of an
appeal to the law in humanity’s cause,
and | bave borne thelr message In the
hope of preventing two murders.
Mlle. Loneau, you seem to have the
confidence of M. Quillebert.” He e
companied these words with a signif-
cant look at the girl. “Advise bhim
agrinst his dangerous Impulses.”

Her face was instantly aflame, and
her eyes became orbs of wrath, but she
made no audible reply nor returned the
bow of the priest and sheriff as they
rode away.

“You see, my little Gasconne,” sald
Qulllebert, “what flows from s com-
binatlon of maudiin hysteria of the
Hatello Latiolals type and abolition am-
bition and avarice of the  Oakfell
brand.”

“The Horace Oakfell brand, you
mean," Laore retorted abarply. “M.
Evariate, | am sure, bas no part In
these dolnge.”

“Bo, so!" mused Quillebert aloud, as
If detectlng something, yet doubting
whether the dlscovery pleased him.
“Not M. Evariste, eh? Ahal! Well, let
us see. Estelle, yes. Onkfell, yos. But
pot M. Evariete; no? She bas lost her
reason on Oakfell, but not M. Evarlste,
eh? And I have thought be was pray-
lug at ber chureh!”

“Not so. 1 do not belleve a word of
Iit,” snapped Laure.

*“Nor 1 now. I must have been mis-
led by the frequency of his visits at
the Latiolals bouse.” Observing that
Laure's vexation was approaching the
limit of restraint, be adroitly gave his
somments another direction. “My ha-
tred of the one made It too easy for me
to do Injustice to hls balf brother. |
should have remembered that Evariste
hans French blood. His grandfather
was & grand mascal of "88. Bstalle’s
great-grandfather was a grand gentle-
man of '80. There should be more
pulssant sympathy between him and
the true Gasconne mald than between
him and the simpering descendant of
a. supercilious and skipping emigre.
We may have a friend In the enemy's
camp.”

“But the warning must be beeded,”
Laure sald.

*“For the present, yes,” Quillebert re-
loetantly assented; “but my day will
come." '

“If you prudently employ those days
which lie between.”

“You know my race.”

“That is enough.” And with a sting-
ing blow of the whip Laure started the
big mule Into & swinging trot toward
the junction of the bayous. Reaching
the polnt where the road cut the leves
and wound down a soft, steep bank to
the narrow bridge at the crossing, she
beheld Evariste on the other side riding
briskly out of the swamp from the di-
pection of the prairie, and, though ahe
could well have passed over the stream
before blm, she chose to balt at the wa-
ter's edge and awalt him, voseen from
her grandmother's cotiage. He bad
not -observed her when he emerged

Arom the forest, nor wias be aware of
1 |(ber presence until ho had e de-

| #eent of the almost sheer with

,|'ed contdence tn the sure fex

 thnt bore him. Obecking his Borve at

“WApres vous, mademotselle”

“No, M. Evariste; pass over fo this
side. 1 have something to say to you,"
she replied, and in a moment he was at
her b ‘s wheel.

“rﬁg' sald she, “what I8 the

abolitionist ™

“{ have o part in the busingss, be-
Meve me,” he answered. “It Is net the
sort of thing to Intevest me. My bet
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| stances nor yet & mere form molded by

mént sbould be those who apparédtly
would be least damaged by its accom-
plishment.

The cunning wit of Quillebert was ln-
stant to see advantage 1o this condl-
tion of the popular mind. He bad nev-
er pretended a legal right or title over
Leon. He knew he bad never pur
chased him, He had not forgotten
tho exception In the deed. He was
conscious that his possession resulted
from a shameful kidnaping, and his do-
minlon had no otber basls than might.
He felt that, tried npon Its merits of
law and fact alone, (bhe issue would be
determined against bim, Therefore
other influences must Ls brought to
bear upon the contest, and ready to bia
hand lay the anti-American prejodice
and antiabolition passion. The thought
of Oakfell triumphlng over him stung
as an ox lash. The barrenness and un-
worthiness of his cavse stimulated him
to exertions and lnsplred tactics which
ware revelations of endurance and In-
genulty.

In as many nights be rode to Man-
surs, Le Colgne, Bordelon slough, lle
de Cote, Marksville, Bayou Blane, Pa-
ren Haut, Coude d'GRuf, Bout de Bay-
ou and Polote Malgre and sounded the
head man of each of these settlements.
Laure Luneau was his embassadress
to the women of Coude du Francals
These were the ¢olonlea of his country-
men ot thelr descendants, small plant-
ars of the nonslavebolding class, keep-
ers of cabarets and roadside shops,
! blacksmiths, shoemakers, gardeners,
charcoal burners, fshermen and hunt-
ers of the mallard and the papabote.

look in the yOung man's eyse, she add-
ed with an air of trusting frankneas:
“But I will tell you, M. Evariste, bow
I know, for, though I have not convent
education and accomplishments, I am
not one to swmile and conceal, pretend
and decelve. Know, then, that old
Olive, Leon's motber, comes froquently
te my grandmother and to bher has told
these things as sbe learned them from
Odette, the mald of Estelle. They are
true, No one dares lle to the doctress.”

“Probably. I thank you, mademol-
selle. Good might” The young man
‘ralsed his bat with his right band as he
tightened the bridle with his left.

“Butl" exclnimed Laure, as If to stay
him; then, suddenly changing ber pur-
poss, amiably repeated “Good night,
monsleur,” and, crossing the bridge,
tolled slowly up one bank, while Hva-
riste’s horee bounded up the other like
& chamols over an Alpioe wall

He gave bridle and spur to the fleet
animal, whose speed was timed to the
storm that raged within his breast.
Hia brows were drawn downward and
together, and from under them his eyes
looked flereely, but saw only the Im-
Ages created by his frensy. He could
but belleve that his frequent visits and
warmth of manner had plalnly notifled
to Estelle his passion, though it was as
yet undeclared In speech, and the os-
tentations suavity of her reeeption of
him, as be now regarded It. was sufl-
clent warrant for confidence that his
devotlon was aceeptable. His brother's
patroniging munificence and stodied
show of candor bad lulled him into m
sense of securit nst an ible
clash between t;cl:‘::llm ’!mm The insiovation was dropped among
two bad met on & memorable day, An them that the sult was a move on the
arduous task had been imposed by her | Part of the abelitionlsts and Oakfell
and taken up by him, which necessa-| W8 thelr agent, and close upon it fol-
rily jmplied reciprocal regard and trust, lowed the rumor, traceable $o no souree,
reward of the tenderest nature and the | that while at Baton Rouge he recelved
bope thereof. Their bands bad clasped, numerous letters from Boston, Albany,
and be, for the guerdon of her favor,| Fhladeipbia and Oberlin.
bad set forth In & venture periious| The Dight of the Bunday preceding

ke to his lif. ! pros. | Christmoas found Qufllebert presiding
;l.lc; R e gy at the balse covered table In the back

Only a perfect understanding of the room of Dede’s cabaret at Mansurs.
most ardent eharacter could explain all | There were o cards or chips oa the
thie, so skflifully hidden from him, | €I0th. Dut 1o thelr stead were dishes
Horace, taking.advantage of his (Eva:- | and & great bowl of steaming gumbe
prepared by Dede's wife (be had no
. | negroes) and glasses and pitchers of
for he could pot but bave known his | bot rum aepiced by Dede himself.
love for Estelle. Sbhould he submit to | Around the board were Dr. De Rour,
be thus ignored in that which was most

gether, hooked nose and twitehing lips
over an pssertive chin revealed the spin
it and faculties suited to further the

CHAPTER IX.
QUILLEBERT ENTERTAING.
T is in the pature of some men to

gain.  There are those who would die

ratber than restors (il gotten wealth, ""“",.mm“m“”“pm
:“u:uuamu“u::aw mm"“i -rﬁ.-u.u :lula
Buch are they who restlessly cultivate | oo o, ¢or the day of trial or It may
ealumpy to the undoing of the victim | " oy sudge truckies to the Amerl-
and laugh st the truth which damas eans (oo moeh for my taste.”
themielves. does,” assented Pratjesn.
Constant Quillebert was no weakling. "F.T:mn Quillebert continued,

There was no lack of vigor in his char-
acter. His was a strong mentality, hie
vislon straight, though bhis courses
were obligue or tortuous. Neither was
bho the passive creature of circum-
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pocket.

“Bonl" sald Quillebert. *“Fulgence,
tell old grandpere to let you have
that guo, and 1 will pay him for It
next Thursday. Aristides, come to me
tomorrow aud sign a new note at one
year. 1'll glve you the old one and pot
count the Interest. Martin, you can
come and drive those two sows home
any time after tomorrow. Homer, tell
Tatin 1o pay your taxes and bring the
recelpt to me, and [ bave a pretty sl
ver cross for your lttle girl Fellce.
Pl your glasses, my friends. It ls late,
Deds, bave you the flasks ready, as 1
wished 1

“Every one full, corked and In the
bot ashes,” Dede assured him pom-

y.

“Then"—Qulllebert ralsed hls glass—
“l drink coofusion to Americans and
abolitionists and succesa to the sons
of old Gascony.”

“Down with the Americans! Victory
to the Gascous!” cried every man, ris-
ing to bis feet and emptying his glase.

Dede brought forth the nine flasks of
bot rum and distributed them among
the company for sustenance on thelr
ride In the chill night alir, and, quletly
mounting horses and ponles, this re-
markable gathering dlssolved. The last
to leave were Qulllebert and Pratjean.
The latter sald admiringly:

“You are & genius, Constant,”

“No fool, at least, I bope” laughed
the latter, dissppearing foto the dark.
ness of the swamp road.

There were but two seaslons of the
eoort each year for the trial of suits of

& civil nature, and these wers arranged
to meet the agricultural convenience of
the people, one In February in advance
of planting, the other in Beptember be.
fore the commencemant of harvest.
Honce the procrastination prescribed
by Qulllebert waa no very difficult feat.
Dilatory pleas put in by Pratjean serv-
ed to toll the case over two terms,
spanning a year, His professional en-
gagement in the court of another par-
Ish and the sudden sickness of Portvie,
#n lmportant witnese for Quillebert,
certified In wriiing by Dr. De Roux,
sufficed to carry it over the second year
without tral. Throughout this #pace
the Interest and activity of Quillebert's
adherents never flagged. It was the
theme of talk at every store, cabaret
and steamboat landing in the high-
lands, st every Baturday night gumbo
ball and Bunday mass, At sessions of
the court and police jury the attending
crowds discuseed It with ever Increas-
ing heat and bitterness, the prosecu-
tion of Quillsbert and menace to Cau-
caslan superiority constituting the be-
ginning, middle and end of each sym-
posium. Inevitably it took on some-
what of a pectional charaeter, the rich
planters of the lowlands being the sym-
pathisers with Oakfell and the critica
of Quillebert,

f [10 BE CONTINUED.] '

Hard to Understand.

Matt . Robson, proprictor of the
Riverside poultry yards, Fort Leyden,
N. Y., writes to A Few Hens lbontx
experience with eggs for hatching

past peason. Mr. Robson states that he
had a hen set on & lot of eggs and got
nove, At the same time another hen
batched four out of a sitting, and still

He shipped 100 eggs to
party, and all batched but five. Bame
week he shipped three sittings to a
party, and only nine hatched, and so on.

Cabbage For Ducks,

In feeding ducks cabbage Waldo V.
Brown says be holds the plant io his
Jeft hand, bead downward, and slashes
it in ulices with a corn cutter. He says
be can cut a bead fine In less time than
it takes to write this sentence. Un-
merchantable bends, those that burst
and loose heads, are just as good for
the poultry as any, and if eabbage In
grown for market there will be enough
of these to feed a large number o
fowis

lelp...
Nature

Babies and children need
proper food, rarely ever medi-
cine. If they do not thrive
i on their food something Is ;
wrong. They need a little
help to get their digestive
machinery working property.

w7y mc° 4 vse‘a’ !.’Lﬂl

will generally correct this
difficulty.

If you will put from one-
fourth to half a teaspooniul

We Now Have a Large Stock of the

CELEBRATED ZB | EIB[S 06S

ho————
And would like for you to come in
and inspect them

There’s None Better.
And, Quality Considered,
Prices are right.

White & Co.,

BURLINGTON, N. C.

For us to sell to a customer who wants CLOTHING.
A EL X" Because wo have the stock and

can fit, as well as please, you both in quality of
If you are stout, lean or regular
don’t imagine we can't fit you.

goods and price,

ER BUSINESS
o
Is growing, for the reason that we have only one price, and

and you can buy as cheap by ordering as-if you were
in our store. SALESMEN: Dolph Moore,
C. W. Lindsay, Darius Payne,
Charlie Crews, Harry Bergeant and W. H. Matthews.

W. H. Matthews & Co.,

GREENSBORO, N. C.

OUR MAIL ORD

- 1

‘:Durham Marble Works

You need not be reminded that
it is your duty to mark the last
resting place of your departed
loved ones, but we wish to re-
mind you of our low prices. .

C. J. EEUILIIVT, FProprietor.
3 of Ui lalont patiarna and dosigne. DURHAM, N. C.

TIMBER WANTED !

*
I will pay CASH for Maple, White Poplar, Birch and Ash.
I buy it in any quantity, delivered at your nearest d
station or at my factory. All timber to be cut 52 inches, '
All timber must be 6 in. in diameter and up, also sound,
straight and free from knots. sk
8~ Will pay for Maple $6.00, Birch $4.50, Ash $5.00,
f\;Jchite Poplar $4.00. Prices named are for cords, 128 o
t. :

) 4

Merchant Tailor,
Greensboro, N. C.

New Goods. Up-to-date les. °
Workmanship, and a good ?ﬁ.’ We
best of everything. . . v e

Summons by Publication

North Carolina,
Alnmance County. l-m

.
J. M, Walker.
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