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Jand sbould be allowed to derive no

“|'much rigidity In favor of as against

i and decreed.”

ASTER
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By T. H. Thorpe

Copyright, 1001, by T. H. Thorpe.

“The probibition of emanclipation in
the state does not apply to the acquisi-
tion of freedom by prescription, as pro-
vided by article 8510 of the civil code.
This article Is pot repealed by the stat-
ute of 1857, They are not upon the same
| subject matter. The slave after the
prescriptive time must be free, and he
becomes subject to the laws relative to
free persons of color, for If the master
cannot clalm him be s free.

“The Iutentlon of the heirs of Quey-
rouse to allow this plalotiff to enjoy Lis
liberty ls clearly established. This I8
sufficient, especlally where the contest
Is with a mere usurper, with one who
got posseasion of the plalntiff under the
pretense of affection, of belng his god-
ulb:.llld in order to enable him to
nee -mother. One who could thus
act ought not to have the favorable
consideration of a coonrt of justice In
his attempt to reduce to slavery one
over whom be has wo right but that of
the strong over the weak. He got pos-
session of him under false pretenses

benefit from a possession obtained by
treachery and from a control over the
plaintiff exercised without permisalon
from his master or bhelrs,

“In guch a contest the technical rules
of law ought to be construed with as

bim whose only hope ls In the protec-
tion the courts of the state can afford
bim.

“I am therefore of the opinlon that
the judgment must be in favor of the
freedom of the plaintiff against the de-
fendant, and It Is 8o ordered, adjudged

Those nearest Oakfell shook his
band warmly. Pratjean beld a hand-
kerehlef over his lips, and hls eyes
could scarcely be seen. Qulllebert all
but foamed at the mouth and glared
viclously, murderpusly, at his adversa-
ries. During the delivery of the judg-
ment 12 of the sheris deputies, whom
every one knew to be heavlly armed,
though thelr weapons were not expos-
ad, took positions In the crowded aisle.
When the last words of the decree fell
frem the judge's lips, 800 men, mad-
dened with excltement, leaped to their
Leet.
The judge arose and io a volce which
arvested the movements of all sald:

“My friends, I am not unaware of the
extragrdinary feellng that bas been en-
gendered by this suit. But there must
be mo violent manifestation. All must

\
L

therefore, mademolselle, could not ap-
preciate. It follows that they would
not be proper judges of the appro-
priateness of any speech or cemmunl-
cation between you and me on the sub-
Ject.  As for me, the result would have
been malmed without your expresslons
of satlafaction. They were the rewards
for which 1 labored.”

Estelle lowered her Lead and beld
sllence lest attempted reply ahould be-
tray her agitation aud Ler adoration of
this man. Bbe felt sorely the loss of a
mother’s tralulog, which so effectually
habltuates the creole girl to still the
maldenly seutlients.

“My brother has not seemed to joln
in the general rejolcings of my friends,”
Oakfell remarked, to the grent rellef of
the embarrassed girl. “But be 1s also
somswhat of s recluse, a poet and
dreanier, who loves to view men and
thelr affalrs from & helght. Of late 1
have feared bis besith was lmpaired
and Linve suggested to bins Lo spend the
coming summer in the mountalos of
Virgiula. He does not take to the Idea,
bowever, and expresses a reluctance to
golng away from the plantation,”

1, too, bave noticed his changed ap-
pearance and manner. Forwerly he
came often to our house; now 1 seldom
see him, and then be sppears almost
unfriendly. Maybe he Is In love, or
maybe | have offended him,” Estelle
puggented.

Onkfell, “and | do not think the for-
mer, but If such should be the case 1
wonder who can be the bappy dewol-
selle 7"

"1 could not guess,'” replled Dstelle,
“but 1 do know one who ardently ad-
mires him."

“Who Is she?"”

“Laure Luneau. Bhe was very jeal-
oun of the friendly visits M. Evariste
formerly pald to me. Alas, she bas no
cauxe for jealousy now!”

“Do you regret It?" asked Onkfell,
alarwed.

“Regret what?"
surprised.

“That the Cascon gypsy girl bas no
cause for Jealousy of you covcernlng
Evariste.”

“I regret that he risits me so sel
dom, but not the other.” BEstelle, with
womanly Instinct, percelved that the
sting of Jjealousy had momentarily
thrown Ouakfell off his guard, and she
rejolced In this as the beginnlog of
proof that be loved her. “But why do
you call Laure a gypey 1" sbhe gueried.

“1 should not bave doue 80" Oakfell
admitted, “but suppose the thought
rose from her blnck and brown style of
beauty and her connection with the un-
cauny fame of the doctress, to whose
trade and its good will she doubtiess
will succeed as forced belr of her grand-
mother.”

“Not Laure,” laugbed Estelle. ‘“‘Rell-
glon sits too lightly on her. The doe-
tress must be duly religious. Yo must
mot ppeak lrreverently of the doctresa,
Mother Deshaotelles, for sbe In kind to
the poor and suffering and bas glven
rellef to thiose who could mot buy It
from the dectors.”

“] speak Irreversutly of nothing that
Is bonestly meant, however mistaken It
be, and upon your avouchlug will re-

Estelle looked up,

“Not the latter, 1 am certaln,” sald | ger?™

spect the doctress In the future more
than [ bave done in the past.” Oak-
foll concluded be could not safely dis-
cuss the pecullar powers attributable
to the old woman, but was loath just
yot to abandon the granddsughter as &
tople and added: “Laure was decidedly
a campaiguer agninst us in the suit. I
wonder why she felt so Inferssted.”

e

i

nearcst Oalfell shook Ms hand
submit to the law. I have bad the

“There ls & strange sympathy bet ween
her and M. Quiliebert. 1 bave heard my
grandfatber say, and M. Quillebert has
gure control over the persons whom be
takes loto friendship. 1 dread his In-
fluence over my poor grandfather and
dally pray God to destroy It. He lé n
wicked man, whose smile is as danger
ous as bls frown.”

“Should the.suprems court susmin
the judgment In Leoo’s case | have rea-
son 10 belleve Quillebert will quit this
pariab,” Oakfell seid, “and theas your
grandfatber will be released from the
hurtful Intimacy.”

“If the supreme court sustalos the
judgment!™ Estelle exclaimed. *“Can
you doubt it. Mr. Oakfell?”

“There should be no doubt, yet the
fudges of the bigh tribunal are only
men, subject 1o buman passions, preju-
dices and Imperfections of judgment
I have no sbeglute reilance opon any
future even! which deprods upon the
meoial operations of wen. Quillebert
has taken an appesl and, | am joform-
od, will retain & leading member of the
clty bar to prosecute . However, the
ease catinol be heard unt fall, and
much may bappen before that”

s ¥

“This ls very pleasing to my feslings,
Odette, for 1 know It procesds from a
true and honest heart, but understand
that every obligation to me can be dis-
charged by your love and fidelity to
your mistress.”

“My mistress!” Odette exclaimed,
springing to Estelle’s slde. “Love my
mistress! [ would gladly dle for her
20 times s day. Love my mistresal
Why, sbe Is my religion. It may be
wicked, but when I kneel and close my
eyes and pray to the Mother of God It
is only the sweet lmage of my mistress
1 see. There ls but one angel on the
earth, and that ls my mistress.”

“Husb, Odette, you sily girl” sald
Estelle. “Mr. Ouakfell will think I
teach you such nonsense.

“Indeed he will not, my mistress”
Odette replled, “for be must ses you
just as [ do, because he la not blind,
and he Is white and edvcated and
smart.”

Both langhed at this ratiocioation
and welcomed It as a diversion from

rassing situation. Oakfell prepared to
take his leave when Odette sald:

“Mistress, may | ask Mr. Oakfell &
question "

“Certalnly, Odetts, unless Mr, Oak-
| fall objecta.”

“1 am sure 1 do not,” be sald.

“It i this,” Odatie’s voloe faltered—
“can Leon come back now without dan-

“Yes," Oakfell replisd. “Qoulllebert’s
appeal does not suspend the judgwent™
—addressing Estelle—"and pendiog the
appeal 1 do not belleve he would dare
to offer Injury te Leon, whe could live
on my plantation until the sult Is end-
ol Do you know where be 187" he In-
quired of Odetts,

“] ean get & word to bim.” sbhe an-
swaered.

“Then let him come to my place, If
you wish.”

When Estelle gave ber band for good
night, Oakfell said, “This muech at least
of reward you will not deny me," and,
pressing his lips lightly upon it, rode
away the very happlest man under the
stars.

“Oh, Odettal” sighed Eatelle, sioking
iato & chalr.

“Ab, my bappy mistress, be loves
you! He loves you! And whose love
could be like bisY" sald Odette, aning
over her.

“He did not say mso," complained
Estelle. "Bring my guitar.”

While the affectionate minve sat at
her feet Estelle plucked delleioa
chords from the instrument, and her
volce rese clear and tender Into the
perfumed night, sloging:

One whe mw il lying mute
Teok It up and strumg "

turbance of a dog’s trot
lands were of stouy bardurss. Creaimy
white lay the cotton felds on either

side of the bayoun to the gresn
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what had threatened anotber embar | the most learnsd lawyer, and wilh the

“IL#t us pot speak (Il of the abaent,
but tnlk of other things. Be prepared
for unwelcome news frowm the city later
on. Quitirbert will lose the suit”

“Why de you say that?

“Because | beard the arguments In
the supreme court and thought 1 ob-
served thelr effect upon the judges and
the assembled lawyers. The whole
matter s exceedingly distasteful to me,
as you know; still I could not well de
cline my brother's invitation to be pres
eut at the trial of the appeal. Eabourls
made & learned and forcible efort for
Quillebert, quoting suthorities and
drawing deductions which appoared
absolutely unanswerable. But Horace,
with an ease at which | marveled, met
every proposition, and his lrreslstible
logie plcked It Inte shreds. He ex-
posed the sophistriea of Zabouria's con-
tention And fung them aside. With
chlidlike simplicity of language be
made Leou's case so plain that every
layman understood the primeciples on
which It rested aa iy as did

eloguence that comes of unafected
earnesiness be beld up the justice and
equity supporting the decision of Judge
Tallleur. He appeared to carry every
man within hearimg of hia volce, and
when he concluded it ssemed that all
doubts of the rightecusness of his case
bad been demolished. His peroration
was beautiful and pathetle withent
belng theatrical—in fact, was what
they call & prose poem. [ was as much
amased as any of his bearers could
bave been. | cannot divine when and
where be got all the wealth and varl
oty of learning be dlsplayed in that ad-
dresa.”

Laure was interested, but not pleas-
ed, by Evariste’s glowing secount of
his brother's brilliant and masterly ore-

“Where s M. Horace?’ sbe hshked
“He came 0p oa the boat with you?'
“No. Why? e
“Oh, sothing. 1 oaly supposed be
returned with you and stopped at B
telle’'s. That is what be will de when
be does eome back.”

“Lavre, why do you persist in such
allusions. You surely know full well

Btay with your k
will pay you bent in

This speech was a whip cut te Bva
riste’s spirit, and wonds of chagrin

1o
he was, gave no sign of his suffering.
“You have mot toid me where yous

lovingly.
“I left blm at New Orieans talking
politics. One bears nothing else there
pvow. The supporters of Breckinridge
encourage Horace to run for
and he is quite willing to do
‘he tells them he is opposed
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brother 1o Laure sald, foundling the | me!

his labor until be ram away
lastitution of this suit.

“There I8 testimony In the record to
sbow that Queyrousze and his helrs In-
tended that Leon sbould be free and
some cobvereations In which be sald
he was free. The plalotiff, bowever,
never nsserted his freedom and never
loft the service of the defundant untl
be absconded after the bringing of
this suit. On the contrary, he admitied
be was a slave to a person whom ha
wished to bargalo for hink

“However dealrous the beirs of Quey-
rouss may bave been that the plalntift
should become free, their wishes alone
could not make bim se. This belog a
matier affecting the public order, it
required the action of the public au-
thorities before It could be brought
about.

“It Is apparent that o this contro-
veray it s a matter of no consequence
who le the ewner, whether Qulllebert
or the beirs of Queyrouse. The ounly
question whieh we can consider Is
whetber the plaiot/f had acquired the
status of a free person of coler prior o
the promulgation of the met of 1857,
which now prohibits emancipation.

“It 1s quite clear that the plaiti
has pever enjoyed bis liberty for oue
week, much less the space of ten years.
He bas been all bis life under the con-
trol of others, who have enfoyed the
benefit of his labor. It matters not, so
far as this controversy (s concerned,
whether the defendent Qulllebert has
scted In good or bad raith or whether
be bas acted against the wishes of the
heirs of Queyrouse. If tbe plalotin
caunot show the facts on which the
law declares his emancipation or free
dom, be must fall in his action,

“The judgment of the lower conrt,
which was In favor of the plalntiff,
must Do reversed.”

Oakfell with burning eyes read agaln
words of the chief Juatice: “It Is
& mattor of no consequence who Is own-
o, whather Qulliebert or the helrs of
Queyroume.” It matters net whether
the defendany Quillebert bas moted In
good or bad faith or whether he acted
sguinat the wishes of the beirs of Quey-
rouse.”’

Biek st beart, be let fall the pape
and lewered his bead, murmuring:

“He finds b fellow gullty of & shin

e

called by the voics of Leon at the door,

saying:

“Mr, Horace, are you sick? Is any-
thing wrong1”

“Yos; [ never was so sick as now, and
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Ulcers or

Running Sores

need not become a fixture u
If they do it is your

body.

n your
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MEXICAN
MUSTANG LINIMENT

will thoroughly, quickly and perma-

nently cure these afflictions.

There

is no guess work about it ; if this lin-

iment is
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* Tulimvent,
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PR ITRATAETR ST
CALTRAVRE TR AL

There's None Better.
And, Quality Considered,
Prices are right.

used a cure will follow.

KNOW Do ekl o remo fo with Metons
7 n 1 sh Lealer it tands at bl very top,
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We Now Have a Large Stock oj_',-ﬁo_,f

CELEBRATED
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And would like for youf to come in
and inspect thém.
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White & Co.,
BURLINGTON, N. C.
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Never thought of such a
sign for a medicine did you?
Well, it's a good sign for
Scott's Emulsion. The body
has to be repaired like other
things and Scott's Emulsion is
the medicine that does it.
These poor bodies wear out
from worry, from over-work,
from disease. They get thin
and weak. Some of the new
oncs are not well made—and
all of the old ones are racked
{zom long usage.

Scott's Emulsion fixes all
kinds. It does the work both
inside and out. It makes soft
bones hard, thin blood red,
week lungs strong, hollow
places full.  Only the best ma-
terials are used in the patching
and the patches don't show
through the new glow of health.
No one has to wait his turn,
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All timber must

I will pay CASH for Maple, White Poplar, Birch a
* I buy it in any quantity, delivered at your nearest ra
station or at my factory. All timber to be cut 52 i

R. B.FAUST,

6 in, in diameter and up, also

:3) Van

s

straight and free from knots.
M- Will pay for Maple 8 )), Bir:h
‘;W:ite Poplar $4.00.
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New Goods.

Workmanship
best of everyt

Up-to-date

and a good
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