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divide with you all [ own. Buch fs st
my purpose.  Perhaps It should bave
been done In form before this, but you
bave never lutimnied the wish, and 1
have been much distracted by other
maetters. But It Is bere provided for.”
Giving him R sealed envelope, he con-
tinued: “If | fall, open this and act up-
ou It A second and last pledge you
must give me. 1 10ld you three niffec
tiona have made life sweet to me, The
last, Evariste. In my love for Bustelle
Latlolals.”™

Evariste’s heart suddenly ceased to

—— L ———

“The victor recelved the con

fo the flames,

vere shock to the young Inwyer.

ened.
ty appear™] easentlal 1o success.

cheer his drooping splrit.

!I'ltll.lr
tlons of his admirers at Dede's with
profuse entertaliment of gumbo and
rom. but with the tranquillity of a
strateglst wlo had foreseen uccess
plunned tbrough felgued reireat. Prat.
Jeau's lps and cyes were beyoud cone
trol and continued to dauce loug after
the bhot rum had stilled his tongue.
Oulkfell assembled his friends and,
explaiping that the decislon could be
used as an effective weapon agalnst
him In the convention, requested their
leave to withdraw lils candidncy. Aft-
er much discuasion the justness of his
view was conceded, and the consent he
desired was given. A formal note wan
recelved from Pratjean demanding the
return to his cllent Qulllebert of the
alave Leon, who, the writer mald, was
harbored by Oakfell. 1t wan connlgned
A little letter came
through the local post sayling. I suffer
for poor Odctte’s grief, but more be
eause you suffer and througb wmy faunit.”
This was not consigned to the flames.
The result of the litigntion was a ne-
His
confidence In his fellow men was weak-
He lost respdct for authoritles.
Ambitlons seemed but snares to peace
of mind. Wrong. chleanery and crnel-
Hls
brether, upon whom he bad lavished so
much affectlon, could not or did not
The time

beat. He felt himeelf falling from his
chalr, but clutched the arms with
tightenlng grasp nod by & supreme ef-
fort of wiil restored his self command
without drawlog Lils brother's notlee.
The latter continoed:

“I need pot tell you what thls love
Is to me. You can well understand
that it Is more than food, drink, alr,
rest or sleep. It Is all that makes
life. Yet I bave never tald her of my
love.”

“You bave not?" Evariste exclalmed
qulckly.

“I have not."

“But you will before you go? be ask-
ed anxlously.

“1 will not.” replled Horace, and Eva-
riste breathed freely.

“The fate that awalts me as & sol-
dier,” Hornee resumed, “ls so uncertain
that It would be unjust to leave her
plighted, though 1 koew my love to be
returned, and 1 have no such Khowl
vige. Now. Evariste, you mre well
aware of the wenkness of her old
grandfather and how profitless to her
In hin guardinusbip—Indeed, bow uadly
she needn protectlon againgt his Im-
providencs: also you vanuot be Ignorant
of the baweful lufluence exercised over
the old gentlemnn by that consclence
less wreteh Quillebert, Swear to me,
brother, by all you hold most sacred
that you wil advise. ald aod protect
her agalust the mischlefs these two
may work 1o ber fortune and defend
her from daopger aod barw o every
form. | place you on guard: give her
In eharge to you. Bwear you will pre-
serve her safe till my retorn” Oak-
fell's feellngs had mastered him, and
his eloguent eyes welled over.

“l wmake the promise and swear to
keep IL" sald Evariste.

“A wealth of gratltude shall be your
rewanl,” Horace crled, embracing bhim
warmly, and the brothers spoke good
night.

Weariog for the first time his mili-
tary uniform. Oakfell paid his visit of

“Sand me from that man/”
was sadly out of Jolnt; the adjustment
was that of tbe powerful. “brief, com-
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,and health, the affaire of her planta-

France.

A ntrange cownpdnlonship came to be
observed. Evariste Oakfell and Quille-
bert were seen much together and not
Infrequently at Dede’s cabaret, but se
engrossed were the neighbors with the
growing miseries of thelr Isolation that
thelrs was only wllent woodes,

The rumor that the two waere part-
Ders In contraband adventures was re-
celved with mere shrugging of shoul-
ders and turning vp of eyes, save by
Estelle, who repelled them as mallelous
and whose trusting beart was satisfied
with Evariste's explanation (bat bis
intimacy with Quitivbert and the caba-
ret was intended to enable him the bet-
ter to guard ber grandfatber, for It
was true that Leonidas was almost dal-
ly the third of the trioc at Dede's test-
ing the fortune of cards with Qulille-
bert; that he wmade periodical settle
ments of losses by giving promissory
potes, and babitually reached his gate
stupefied by potations of rum.,

After one of these seances, the old
man baving been lfted to bis saddle
and his horse's bead turned bome-
ward, Qulilebert and Evariste sat at
table In the cabaret. the former drink.
lng brandy, the latter sipplng s light
wine, X

“How much of Latiolals’ paper do
you bold P asved Evariste,

“Sixteen thousand dollars, to be pald
in gold,” Qulllebert answered,

he was ansoyed not a Hitle

“Very well.” sald be; “if you wish It
80 very much, wademolselle, | ¢an vol-
unteer and mareb to the battefields,
gnining the eredit for two recrults in-
stead of one."”

“No, you wust not; you shall not,”
said Laure, suddenly dropplag ber gay-
oty and showing alarm. *It la not
your fight. You own nelther alave nos
land to dght for. Even be galns of
your ventures with M. Quillebert you
muat account for to your bero brother
It be returns, for they were made by
the use of bis money.”

“Laure, why are you cootinually say-
Ing thinge which you kpow ves mel”

“Becouse | want you to realizs your
situation, learn the truth, ses your lo-
torest and know who sre your friends.
Does that girl over there,” extending
her arm lu the direction of Estelle's
home, “ever tell you & truth for your
profitt”

“Bhe does not presurme to adviee me,”
Evariste replied.

“A little presamption In the way of
good advice would be bat slight return
for your deveted protection of bersell
and ber doting grendfatbher, protection
80 disinterested and costing so much
self macrifice on yeur part” Laure
lsugbed coutemptuoualy, assumiog a
mock attitude of bumility and Hfting
her sawcy eyes to the young man’s
burning face.

“How muoch of it la-secured by mort-
gage?”

“Hileven thousand dollars.”

“What will yos take for balf the
whole bateh ™

“Fifty bales of cotton.”

“Have | that mueb vnder your ahed
now

dlt,: -on."

“Where are the notes?”

“At my house.”

“Will you trapsfer them today "

“Yes, If you will come with we. But
why do you want this paper, and what
need is there for such basteY”

“It doem moOt concern you to koow.
Come,” Evariste sald, rislog from hils
chalr.

“f am unet #o sure. of that” replied
Quillebert, fol'owing him.

The exchange baviog hwen completed,
Evariste continued on te the Latiolals
bome. Moat solichiounly e plied Bse
telle with loquiry as fo her gomfort

|

|

tion and bebavior of her slaves.
“None of these matters gives me the
care that my dear grandfatber does,
M. Evariste,” she sald sadly. “Net
only does his idtemperines Increase
appalitugly, bot be swems baunted by
some pecret fear, and he caanot sleep
unlegs In his eups or undeér the sffect
of a drug. Ro kind, so gentle and lov-
Ing. It Is kllling me te see his old age
thus miserable. | am sure-mueh of I
is due to his assoclation with M. Quille-
bert. Ob, ean you pot stand betweed
him and thet wicked man?”
"Mademolsglle, belleve me, | am sin
cerely distressed by what you say and
am dolug all | properly can to effect
what yon desire. A more direct inter
ference oo my part would be resented
by M. Latiolals and render me power-

“Do you make bold to lusinuate that
| am acting selfshiy ¥’

“Ob, 1 do not call It making bold te
say what | know or what | think, and
1 never lustouate.”

“How, then, can you ksew my mo-
tives save a8 they are Indicaled by my
acta™™

“l am 1he granddavghter of the doc-
tress,” she sald haughtily.

“Bah!* exclaimed Evariate

“Have a care, Evariste; have o eare.
The doctress must not be lnsulted.”

Laure’s warnlng was so serlous and
dramatic that Evariste involuntarily
checked tbe Impetuosity of bis manper.
He maid:

“Laure, | meant so insult, no disre
speet.  Her relationablp t6 you would
forbld that, Wemre friends?"
wrwm Flam your

“1do mot believs hing
tould ‘make we otber then yéur friend.
But what does It mean to be friend to
oue?! s W not to tell the truth and
warn away from dasger? | am oot
convent taught. and | know sothing of
what are calied convent proprieties, but
1 do know when fo spesk and what 10
speak'to & wha la biladly endan-
‘gering bl eareer. Hear we well
Openly ‘bapds with Qulllebert and
‘trowt i’ me, 9nd Independence and hap-
plorss will bé yours. Mursuve your dou-
bl tared with that tearful ehit,
dwl upon your brother’s retura yoar
port will be that of servile dependence
upun bin bonnty. RoldY Yea, becsune
I teel the truth and say it for pour
sake and"—turning away nod hidiag
ber face, sbe sobbed —"for mine.”

“Laure, you have sald 100 mech!" be
exciaimed hotly asd marted away.

“The seoueless Infatoation for & girl
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Look to your own Interests, Come to
wy bouse. When this war is ended and
I have Bniahed the barvest It ylelds to
me, | may go back to France to end
my days. Perbaps we may then mar
U

And Laure bad replled:

“No: we will not marry then or ever,
but | will go and keep your bouse, |
bave ne kin bere. It ls noth to me
what tbe oelgbbors say. | can troly
speak worse of them thao they of me,
and they konow IL | am pot beholden
to any one and will make my way ac-
wordlng to my own notlons, not those of
others.”

In the autumn of 1RG3 news percolat-
od Into Markeville and thence apread
rapldly that a terrible battie bad been
fought near Perryville, in Kentucky,
between divisions of the armies com-
manded Ly Geueral Buell on the Unlon
side and QGeneral Bragg oo the Con-
federate and that Judge Tallleur and
Horace Oakfell bad been slain and left
on tbe bloody Oeld by thelr retreating
comrades. For waby menths the re
port could not be verifled or tested,
communication with the army of the
southwaest belog cut off by the Federal
lines east of the Misslssippl, but gen-
eral credence was glven to ft.  An add.
ed gloom settied upon the people.

Father Urbe strove Io valn (o prevent
these tidings from reaching KEstelle,
She etaggered as If under a bludgeon's
blow, but tears came not to ber rellef.
Odette kneit beside ber and repeated
like a devotee telling beads: “There Is
no proof Mr. Horace Is dead. Tben,
mistress, do not belleve IL” And hy
dint of ber strange persistency she
lodged a doubt in Estelle’s mind, which
brought ber the consolation of a frall
hope.

Quillebert gave the Intelligenco to
Laure with & chockle and observed:

“The obliging Yankee took the fob
of my bands so far as Oakfell was
concarned.”

“] supposs,” Laure commented, “Eva-
riste will now thimk be can persuade
Hatelle Latiolals to marry him and wil
speed bhis steps accordingip”

“l hope ®0," msald Quillebert, still
pleased. “It would be a At punish-
ment for ber, and my vengeance would
be satisfied.”

“He sball not marry her,” lLaure ex-
claimed botly.

“And you shall uot marry bhim.” re
torted Quiliebert In sndden rage.

“Let him msay that, mot you. Ay
grandmother never used ‘shall’ or ‘sball
pot’ to me. Them do por wamte your

energy In laying commands upon me,
You cannet steal my liberty as you did
the negro jockey's.”

Laure's dsflance was prooounced with
such fAre, contempt and losinuated
threat that Quillebert qualled beneath
her flashing eyes, and, sawallowlng the
coarse retort that rose to his lips, be
whistled a prolonged note of mock sur-
prise and walked to the room where
his treasure of brandy was stored. But
be stiffly resolved that Evariste should
wed Eatelle and In that connectlon took
frowm bis trong box a bundle of papers
bearing the signsture of Leonidss La-
tlolals, Belecting two, he read them
carefully and tied them in a separate
parcel, which be lald away by itself.

le, Atwater, 0., was
» lgo. He says: “I
suffered a great deal with my kid-
neys and wes requested (o
Foley's Kidney Cure. | did wo and

3

in four days I was also (0 goto work |

z:pin. now | am entirely well” J.

the druggist.
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Ulcers or
Running Sores

need not become a fixture u your
body. If theydo it is your fault, for
MEXICAN
MUSTANG LINIMENT s,

will thoroughly, quickly and perma-
nently cure these afflictions, There
is no guess work about it ; if this lin.
iment is used a cure will follow.

Y ONT KN OW o e o o o whe: Maiena

’ cef tnlment, D a Lah healer it stands at the vory top.
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And would, like for you to come in
and inspect them., -~ =

There’s None Better.

And, Quality Considered,
Prices are right.

White & Co.,

BURLINGTON. N. C.
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TIMBER WAN]
I will pay CASH. for Maple; ww

I buy it in any quantity, .
station or at my . All timber to be cut 52
in diameter and up, also o

M
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All timber must be 6 in.

straight and free from knots. . {1 it
8~ Will pay for M, $9) Blesy bad VNua . 50X

E:MP $4.00. named are for cords, 128
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New Goods. Up-to-date sty The Be
Workmanship, and a good fit. We use th
best of averythlng. L] et e

.t-u. :ﬂ f.rhl& 1l

at e

(yomr wrery sub
sqriber,
v

v Oty
ECALLS T
GAZINENG,

- N .- -
ADIES'

Ve .r-‘-:-u




