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It you are ever at this time of year
op on the Old Passadanky sit down at
the, Buckhorn tavern, select any one
of the grizzled woodsmen you will find
already sittlng there, exchange & dime
at oot too Infrequent Intervals for a
certaln tipple that Is popular with the
natives and s called rum and tansy,
and refer Inquiringly to Old Beelzebub,
the remarkable bear of Spook Run
pully and the amazing Christmas pres-
ent he made to one Paley Blmco.

As the story goes, the oldest settle-
ment In all that part of the original
wildwood was at Passadanky. The
deep gully and the creek that roared
through it were there when the first
settlers came. Neither bad any name,
It was not patil folks began to see

that appropriate nowenclature for
thém was suggested. B8ilas Grubb, so

HE MADE THE WILD PLUNGE.
tefl you. shot & deer one day.

the deer he supposed was dead It rose

creek, with Sllas on its back, clasping
#ts neck and vociferating loudly that

who was hunting along the creek, saw
the deer in Its wild fight and emptied
the contents of his rifie Into It. He
not) ofily killed the deer. but bored
Silgs Grubb avith bis rifle ball as well
“"Not Jong: aftér that a specter deer,
bestrode by & specter rider, appeared

“{ eett & man clubbin® what be »'posed

vengéful L'ar jost lugged off all the
black sheep thiere was o the distriet.
Not m smell of n white sheep did be,
teteh.

“But that makin® of a Llack sbeep-
skin famine In the district wasn't & eir
cumstance to what that sehemin' L'ar
done in layin’ out bis plan of vengeance
ag'ln, altbough M was locluded In It
He wouldn't 'a’ gove a8 fur ns be did,
though, If he bado't happeoed to see
Bill Topson shoot through Spook Run
gully on the log that day. He see Bill
shoot the gully and come plungln' out
of that hole In the rocks down Inte the
poud, aud he dido't fergit It. He re
membered #t, and It give him the
chance to give Jepthy Wiggins what

:iot:houlht wedid be the worst wipe

It seems that Jephtha Wigging was
the greatest pelt gatherer In the Old
Passadanky country, and he had &
dnughter pamed Prudence. Paley
8imco, & lkely young woodsman, was
In love with Prudence, and the feeling
was reciproeal,

“Now,” us the Passadanky parrator
will tell you, “mebbe you mowt won-
der what under the canopy Old Beelxze-
bub had to do with that. Nothin', meb-
be. "Tain't likely that be cared a snap
whether Paley Simeo loved Prudence
Wigglns, But Jepthy Wiggins cared.
He bad other ideas for his daughter,
and: well that nmazin' bear knowed It
Jepthy wanted the Squire Bimbler pos-
sesslons L bis family, and he could git
'em by marryin' Prudence to the
squire’s son Joram. Jorum didn't
want 1o git wmarrled, and IPrudence
dldn't want to marry Jorum, but Jo-

rum and Prodeoce didu’t hiave any
say In It. The squire aud Jepthy fixed
It to sult themselves. The weddin®
night come. but vo Jorum. Along o

the forenocon of the next day In come
Joruw to Wigglins',

*O1d Beelzebub kidnnped me as 1
was on my way over here through the
woods ylatepday! said Jorum, ‘He run
me stralght and fast to Gormley's U'ar
pen, way back at the bead of the big
swamp. and kep’ me there all night.” "

Jeplithn Wiggins swore that be would
bunt down that vengeful and vindle-
tive bear and strip off Lis pelt If it took
bim all the rust of his days. :

"It was glttln' along to'rds Christ-
mas tlime wlhen Paley plucked up cour

age 1o ask Jepthy ag'ln for Prudence. ||

Jepthy turned on him, grinnin’ the ag-
gravatinest kind, and blurted out:
“'‘Yes, you kin have her—that Is, #
you feteh me two binck sheepskina fow
a Christman present! 1f you don't, you
can’t never have ber!
«““Now, of course, that was just an
as tellln' Paley that there wasn'l
any use. He never knowed to ble
dyin' day what It counld 'a’' been that
went bim roamin’ and roamin’ that day,
but be went m-roamin’, and the fOret
thipg Le knowed bhe found bimself on
the edge of a scrubby lookln' clearin’
In the Sour Medder distriet. and he

was 8 tame b'ar. That rilked bLim
more’n’ ever, and he shomwted to tha
mang 3

**What are you poundin’ that poor
b%r for? J

t's my b'Ar’ the mao shouted
beick, ‘and If you den't like what I';i
doln’ come bere and I'll pound you
awhile and give the b'ar & rest!’
Cdand what did Paley do Lot go over
there, and | #’pose that -:.‘&ho'::
through with that.eitisen
Medder district the eitizen was &
the worst whipped man ever peen in

“*There!” sald Paley. ‘Wbhen you
ag’ln me, you haven't got po Var
o fool with!

“And then Paley see that it was Bari
Bproat be had been Mekin' and that the
b'ar was Old Beelsebub. Puley badn“
gone more than a bundred yards ob
bis way when, lookls’ over into Bart's
field, he see two of the biggest and
blackest sheep that ever cropped sor
rel!

“The only two black sheep In the
hull biame country!" Paley groaned
‘and here I've gone and 'most hammer.
ed the life out of the man that owns
‘em! Tossed Prudence away jest to
take the part of a rambunctions old
sheep stealin’ b'ar!

goln' 16 gt the gun, and Paley didn't
walt to argue with Bart apy loager,
He give one awful glare at Old Beelse- .

Bub, who laid there with one eye peeled
®p At him, and wished that be had a
pan himself to Joad the pesky b'ar with
lead. But it was & mighty good thing
for Paley that he didn't have none.”

It seems that Paley resumed his
reaming, and Bart Bproat and his boys
killed the two black sheep, took thelr
skins off and bung them In the shed.

“I'll take 'em down to Jepthy Wig-
gins tomorrow,’ sald Bart, ‘git a good,
#tilf price for 'em and cook that con-
sarned Paley's goose at the same

“Ob, as you sald just now, It Is not
necessary fo explain,” replied the lat.
ter, contlvuing bhis low, malevolent
laugh. “We will awalt the confirma-
tlon of the news.”

And awalt they did, though lmpa-
tlently enough, votil two winters and
springs bad rolled by and fallen Into
the immeasurable and insatiate maw
of the past. Though the battie of Per-
ryville became & known hlsterical fact,
no list of the Confederate dead was ob-
tainable, and no survivor returned to
give tbe roll of the slain. Between
Avoyelles and the dwindling army of
the southwest lay the impassable Un-
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His first call was on Estelle, wbose
pale face snd stricken look stirred his

time!" "

Bart weat out to get the pelts next
moming. They were gone! Bo was
0ld Beelsebub, The snmaxing beay had
stolen the sbeep pelts and had made
tracks for the woods, Bart and his
boys started to find the trail,

The Passadanky story is that Paley
Bimco found himself at Bpook Run
mill pond that morning and was think-
ing that the Lest thing he could do
would be to throw himself into It when
he beard a great nolse up In the gully.

“He looked up,” the Passadanky nar-
rator will tell you, “and there e see a
sight that made him turn cold. Some-
thin' was whizzin® down the log shoot
and so fast Paley couldn't make out
what it was tlll it shot from the mouth
of the shoot and came climbin' up the
bank, right where Paley atood. Then
the somethin' glve Itself a shake. Two
big, black sheepsking tumbled off of It,
and there was Old Beelscbub, but he
was white all pver! He jest give one
look at Paley and tore away Into the
woods and ‘was pever seen no more,
As Paley turned to look after lLim,
thers he see Bart Bproat standin’, and
Bart was most as‘'white as the b'ar, for
be had seen the hull thing and knowed
what it meant!

“That ride down the log sboot bad
scared Old Beelgebub's halr white.
What did be dg It for, then? Boasa
white b'ar could éarry them sheep peits
to Paley and make Bim a Christmas
present of ‘em! By doln' that Old Deel-
sebub got even with Hart Bproat, and
by Paley Simeco baviy' the pelts to
make Jepthy Wiggine a Christmas
present of ‘em, and so ferein” Jepthy fo

Paley his daughter Prodence, Old
ub shoved his grudge deep Into
hy. and be went off a-fadlin’ good.

“Well, all there waa to it after that

secret resentment. Bbe greeted him
sadly and, almost weeplng, sald:

“Tell me, my friend, that you do not
believe this awful news about your
brother; that you bave good reason fo
disbelleve iL"

“Alas, mademolselle,” be replied, af-
fecting & distress be did not feel, “I
have no more reason for bellef than the
existence of the rumor and none for
disbellel other than the abseace of offl-
clal or autboritative corvoboration. |
can only hope that Horace still livea."

“God grant be lves! God grant he
livea!" she murmured, sioking fnto a
chalr,

“Amen to that.” sald Evariste solemn-
ly. *Bat sbould the all wise God bave
decreed differently, I pray you, made-
molselle, to feel assured that you bave
in me a friend and protector as devoted
and as brave as be, though not as gift-
d‘ﬂ

his brother. But God grant be lives!
God graut be lves!”

ot survived.

“Pardon me, mademolselle,” be added
bumbly. " “My distress has made me &
slek man, irritable beyond my power
of self control. 1 will not come to you
agalo until | am better,” .

“] bope that will be soon,” she seld,
giving him ber hand.

He sext sought Dede’s. Passing

fon loe along the mighty river.
at length when thia latter stretched to
the western shore and beyond the re-
gion of miodle Loulsiana eame the con-

firmation so devoutly wished.

In rags snd unshod, bils right arm
bandiess and his left leg from the knee
goue, Yalsin Moulllot bobbled back to
his old home, discharged as Incapable
of service, To eager lluteners, many
of them weeplng, he recited what of
the esugagement he bad seen, which
was little, for he was In the heat of i,
He told of the drought parched sectiou
of Kentucky, dusty and waterless,
through which forced marches were
made; bow, cast of Perryville, his re-
treating dlvision was balted and form-
ed for action pnder a brolllng midday
sun; bhow the warriors of both sides
for drink, while the
only spring on the feld lay lo sp apple
orchard, on oge slde of which was a

were famished
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‘s’ come back and tried his plans ag'in
Jepthy some more"—New York Mall
and Express.
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1 do pot koow,” be answered.
“What do you belleve?"

bl
“What does sbe belleve? pointing

Jow stone wall protecting a battallon of
lllinols infantry. His wan face glow-
od as he described the charges of his
company on this wall (0 uncever the
spring. The first was under Captalo
Tallleur, who fell at the brink of the
pool with a minle ball through his
forehead. Lieutenant Oakfell lod the

Z | l S
And would like for you to come Iib
and inspect them.

“Sbe mourna for him."”
“That Is moere than you will do."”
“Whyr"

jolned him at Corinith and followed
bim as bedy servant and cook of his
mess. The thinl charge wan about to
be made uuder the leadersblp of Lieu-
tenant Brulleton whben a sbell sxploded
in Valslo's face, and be koew Do mete
until be recovered consclousness Io a
canvas covered wagon joiting through
the passes of the Cumberiand moun-
tains to find bimesell mious a foot and &
hand. He had lingered about the camps
and bospitals untll be was formally re-
ported as unfit for doty, discharged
and ordered to return home as best he
His journay back was loag, te-
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Cobwigger—If it's really as bad as
that, my dedr, something has got te
be done for you at ence. Take this
twenty dollars and go out and do some
Christmas shiopplog. —New York Werld,
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