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The Dawsons were double couslng—
first in days of caln, but second when
fostorma swept over the land—girls, four-
teen yenrs old aplece, bright, fiercely
epergetie and up to date.

They owned two adjoining ancestral
Places well fornished with fathers ond
mothers, and from cellars to attics,
particularly the attles, with chairs and
things, and with servants to dust the
chairs and things, They owned also
one grandmother In common besiden
two or three others In severalty.

Sald thelr mothers, whom grand-
mother - In - common's  Iliness  called
away, “How fortunate that school lg
in session; otherwise the girls might
be lonely,” a materal euphemism re-
sulting from long years of practice,

The term vlosed, however, without
the mothers' presence to soften the
blow. Grandmotherin-common's ness
necessltated n longer leave of absence,
which was granted In a charncteristic
message: ‘We're all right, littie moth-
ers, Btay as long as you please, Love
to gram."” .

This was indorsed by the Fathers
Dawson.

That was what the Fathers Dawsou
were for—to indorse. Although muck
absorbed In trylng to double the output
of the foundry without increasing the
expenses, they stlll reserved the wetc
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power at home. But the posslbility of
the overruling two-thirds yote led them
to preserve the show of authority by
indorsing, always and speedily,

The mothers were becoming unensy.
The dauglters were becoming unensy
too. Usually when these restless fits
came on the girls were tactfully gulded
into the patbs of philanthropy. “Great
executive ability” thelr mothers sald
they had, and indeed they could dress
doljs or make serapbooks for children's
hospitals {f necessary, but they just
doted on sales.

When a sale was announced, thbelr
subordinates drew a long breath. The
mothers fell to work with a will, echo
ing the remark of Rosn, the cook: “Now
we knows where wese at. I can stan’
on my feets all day makin' canny, an'
I doesn' complains, but it's dese yere
gurprisin's dat glbs me de misery I
my hald.”

The restlessness now worked Itself
into a fever, and as It renched its
belght slmultancously in both girls
they started on a run from their re-
gpective homes and met under the
linden tree on the boundary of thelr
ancestral lawns.

In breathless duet they exclaimed,
“Qh, Busanoah, I have an ldeal” “Ob,
Hepslbab, I have an idea!"

Thelr names were nelther Susannah
(always spelled with an “h") nor Hep-
slbah, Thelr mothers in youthful ig-
poranece of what good form would de-
mand in a name later had called them
Nellie and Gracle. The giris early
came to desplse these wenkly cogno-
mens, and when some Harvard autbor-
ity in a proud spasm of reform chang-
ed thelr Uncle Harry's name to Henry
without so much as saying by your
leave they promptly sald, “We'll
change ours.” Bpsapnah and Hep-
sibah they became to each other from
that moment. The fathers and moth-
ers at first stoutly resisted, but might
prevailed. The general publle now
knew no others.

uwe'll bave a sale—a ‘fresh alr’
Then the embryo “lady board” put
their heads together and gave thelr ex-
' geutive abllity full play. .

At nlght the Fathers Dawson's in-
.| dorsement was called for.
“A sale? Certalnly."”

let!
When the girle’ signal lights greet-

What a re-

other in town.”
“And that ome with the silk walst

must have been a rammage sile

The horrible tryth Sashed upon both '
at the same instant,

“My old rose walst!" gasped Susan-
nah's mother.

“My Grandmother Pelham water
piteher!” moaned Hepsibal's motber,

There was no quéstion now. Hvery
one past whom thelr hurrylug steps
led them bore some haif forgotten treas-
ure seen only ot housecleaning time.,

They were women of fine sentiment,
never willing to destroy anything about
which fond memorles could twine, and
thelr large nncestral attics were filled
to overflowing with what Rosa signif-
. leantly called “heaps of plunder,” the
. accumulations of several generations
of Dawsons, Pelbams and Gaynors and
the reaplugs of many Christmas har-
vests.

They rushed on, growing more and
more sick at heart as they met here
and there anmong the throng friends
who dwelt within the circle of Christ.
mas giving. When they reached the
Inwn, out of the tumult of thelr souls
rosé a bubble of pride that, awful as it
was, the girls had displayed their uso-
al executlve ability.

Under the llnden tree pat HepsibaM
the cashier, with a goodly pile of mon-
ey before her. Patrolling the grounde
and keeplng an eye on each grinning
negro In charge of the heapa of goods,
which had been carefully nasorted,
classified nnd grouped nround the trees,
walked Susannab, the general mana-
ger.

The mothers had been too long un-
der the yoke to make a scene, but as
they walked from one ancestral tree to
another and read the gorgeous placards
tacked to the trunks their emotions
were many and deep:

“Shoemakers' tools used by Great-
grandfather Dawson.”

“Infant wardrobe of the Gaynor
branch,” mostly rags,

“Ureat-grandmother Pelham's wed:
ding dishes,"” a most disreputable col-
Isction of pans and crockery ware.

“Great bargains In Christmas pres
ents. Good re new; some never used.”

At this finishing stroke the Mothers
Dawson fled each to her own house
and wept behind closed blinds. “They
will never forglve us!” they sobbed.
“No wonder Mrs. Galnes didn't speak!”

A sudden shower put an end to the
sale. A little uneasy in their souls, the
girls went In to report results. When
the Interviews were over, It was not
. the Mothers Dawson who cnme out
with drooping heads. On the contrary,
these emancipated ladies sped down
the lawns and sbook hands In solemn
compact under the linden tree.

Bald Susannah's mother, “Hereafter
I am to be boss of my own ranch.”

“Bame here,” snld Hepaibal's moth-
er.
Then o blush of shame spread over
thelr fnces that even In this thelr hour
of Independence thelr speech sbould
betray thelr davghters’ influence.

“I menn that from this time forth I
shall control the affairs of my ownp
household.”

“And 1 mean that the same concly-
glon bas been reached by me.,”

They have 2 hard Job before them.

How He Kept Informed om Clocks.
A fad more or less general 1s the col-
lecting of old clocks, from the tall
grandfather varlety to the curlous
timekeepers of forelgn make, The gar-
rets of old farmhouses from Malne to
the Carolinas have been ramsacked for
the former, and there is mapy a man
and woman in New York who keepe an |
oye on the pawnshops of the foreign ||
districts for curious and anclent things ||
from abroad.
“It s almost imposaible to keep them ||
all running,” complained a woman who |
has two dogen aged and valuable clocks | |
scaltered through ber Madison avenue
home. ‘“They seem to be In good order |
and run along for awhile, then all of a |
sudden they stop for no reason atall. |
“I have found an old German who|'
knowd more mbout the ways of old
clocks than any ove In the city. 1 sent
him my German prize a few weeks ago,
and when it did not come back after
the nsual period of walting I went to

.d each other from thelr windows,
each Father Dawson started for the

hone.
"2, dear,” said Busannah's father,
" "pgst cnsy. A sale ls on. They are

te capable of managing the Pan-
&.m, vou kaow, ad they exb

The servants, men and
maid, must by this time be letter per-
fect.”

When his turn came, Hepsibab's fa-
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bls shop. What do you think I found
bim reading?’
The frier

iden. :
“f{t was o little German volume with

a title something like this: "“Thirteen
Hundred Reasotis w:y: Clock In Pe-
fect Order Won't Run'—New York
Tribune. .

hanging out of n water piteher! There |
| bat If enongh cannot be had fine meat

I would say never put wategy i
unduuhen,wﬂm,nmm_ ue
.Rural New Yorker. the ha

.téns the shells suclently withoul nny

| however,

'to secure the best results. At legst |
‘have always found It so.

They swarmed among the fobacco

and

not have the slightest |

nothing else ‘will make Them grow so
fust. Milk not too old Is the best form,

scraps will be good and are convenlent
o use, Feed with every meal. Hard-
Iy one fafm flock In ten gets enough
anlmal food to keep It growing at full

The‘ chickens sbould have time to get
hungry. Don’t bhave food where they
can stuff themselves whenever they

RURAL DELIVERY.

BAD ROADS PROVING AN OBSTACLE
TO ITS EXTENSION,

Growth of the Bervice and How It
Benefiis the Rural Population.
Good Highways a Frerequisite of
Its Establishment,

One of the gredtest arguments for

llke and mope the reat of the time,
Feed nearly but not quite all they ean
eat at a time and at regular hpurs.
Poultry specialists feed often, but on
& farm In summer it Is difficult to feed
more than three times a day, and
chickens will do very well on threo
meals, If at reguiar times, each day.

If the coops are on grass sward and
moved dally a sballow box of sand
should be kept ipside. A little trough
for each coop ls n great saver of the
#soft food, and a chick fountain Is a
convenlence. If saucers and tina are
used a shingle foat with a hole in the
center will keep the chickens out of the
liquid.—G. B, Fiske In American Culti-
vator.

Beglaning With Plgeons,

In onswer to the question, “How
should I begin squab ralsing? the
plgeon editor of the Fenther suys:
My advice Is first bulld a peat house,
say 10 by 12 feet, setting It up on brick
plers about a foot from the ground, so
“ns to avold all danger from rats, Make
the fly of wire nétting 8 feet high, 10
by 14 feet. This will accommodate
twenty-five pairs of birds. Make nests
Inside the house a foot square and
nine Inchea high, having the bottoms
removable for cleaning out. Keep sand
on the floor about a quarter of an inch
thick, and pse a cheese box HA to feed
out of and get a two gallon stone foun-
taln for drinking water, a small box
Afor salt, one for oyster shells and one
for charconl. Level the ground within
the fly. and cover about four lnches
deep with clean, gritty sand—not gravy-
el full of stones, but good sand. Yon
are now rendy to get birds. Get some
one who knows bow to purchase your
stock—first clnss Homers, If possible—
from some rellable breeder, Btart with,
say, five pairs of birds that are surely
known fo be mated, and study these
birds until you become acquainted with
them and have successfully raised sev-
eral palirs of squabs, then add five or
ten more palrs of birds as you prefer,
but do not put any new birds in the
house or fly untll they are nsurely
mated.

The M d Mel e Question.
The question has often been asked
me, “Would you recommend putting

eggs Into warm water fo make it eas |

fer for chicks to break the sbell?” and,
“Would you advisé gned to. use mals
in an incubator?’ To the flrst

of birds and hens, and M'ﬂl’l,&
why. The hen always Teaves the nest

some time in the day, usually In the '

early morning, when the air Is esol and )

molst. The eggs are heated up to 108 to | |

104 degrees, and when the cool, molui
morning alr strikes the warm eggs I
deposits molsture on them. This moils.

additional molsture. In an Indubator,
the eggs do not recelve
enough molsture from the mtmosphere,
and s0 more molsture should be given

Mites Liked the Tobaecow.

Our experience does not confirm the
opinion of the many poultry writers
who recommend tobacco powder or to-
bacco stems in neats to keep Insect par-
asltes away, especially chicken mites.
Some years ago, having sn umsalable
crop of tobaceco on hand, we made all
thelr nests of tobaucco leaves, satisfied
that we would thereby exterminate
mites. - The result was the worst at-
tack from these pests we ever suffered.

leaves by thousands. This tobacco
was very strong Conpecticut seed Jeatf
was cured a deep, dark brown;

his dally paper, read the news of the

tage of prices that are often lost to hilm

TH
i

¢
i

§

§

4

i
il

good roads is the rural free delivery,
The last report of the postoMce depart-
ment says:

“Rural free delivery service has be-
come an established fact. It is no lon-
ger in the experimeutal stage, and un-
doubtedly congress will continue to In-
crease the appropriation for this serv-
dce untll all the people of the country
are reached where It is thickly enough
settled to warrant it. The estimates of
the department are to the effect that
the avallible territory for this service
embraces about & million square miles,
or one-third of the country's area ex-
clusive of Alaska. The 11,650 routes
now in operation cover about one-third
of the avallable territory. The rapid
extension of the service will of course
incrense the deficits during the next
three years. After it (s completed the
revenues will quickly feel the effect of
Its establinhment, and whatever deficit
may be occastoned will gradually dis-
appear. IC will also be Interesting to
note that rural free dellvery carrlers
recelvod applications during the last
year for 620,040 mouey ordern.”

Recent experiments have demonstrat-
ed that this service can be extended In
many localities to the rural population,
says the president of the Mlssour! Good
Hoads assoclation. There Is one obsta-
cle, however, that has confronted most
of the efforts to extend this system,
and this is the absence of roads over
which carriers can cover suflicient ter-
ritory In a given time and with regu-
larity at all seasons of the year.

What greater benefit could accrue to
a farmer living a number of miles from
a town or postofiice than to have his
mall delivered dally at his door? How
much of the monotony of his Isolation
would be removed If he could recelve

outside world, watch the markets for
his products and be able to take advan-

and see his children bappy and content

instead of restless and dissatisfled or
else growing up In stolld Indifference
that Is the outgrowth of mwenital lethar-
&7 and ignoranee.

It Is diffcult to determine the finap-
cial bonefits the farmers recelve from
the establishment of the system of ru-
ral free delivery, but ex-Asalstant 'ost-
master Geperal Heath, treating of the
question n one of his reports, sumimed
up the benelits to farmers as follows:
“Enhancement of the value of the
farm lands reacbed by rural free deliv-
ery. This Increase of the value las
been estimated as high as §5 per acre
in some states. A moderate estimate in
from §2 to §3 per acre. A geoeral im-

rural carrier.
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PROTECT THEIR ROADS,

Kuropean Coffairies Know the Valus
of Wide Tires,

European countries have long dis-

carded narrow tlres In arder to pre-

serve and bulll thelr highways, nnd
also becnuse It I8 an economy In the
use of the vehicle nnd the welght that
a horse is nble to draw, suys 1he Good

Hoads Magnzine. Wide tires are not
only lighter In thelr draft than narrow-
er ones under nearly all conditions, but
they roll the roads smooth instead of
cutting them to pleces. A four Inch
tire on n wngon carrying uﬂ.wu\-y load
I8 a road bullder,

In France every frelght and morket
wagon Is'a rondhaker, The tires are
from three to ten Inches In width, usu-

A NALKOW TIRE NOAD.

ally from fonr to mix Inches. Most
londs nre enrried on two wheeled carts
with a single horse, the loads welghing
over two tons. With the new four
wheeled vehleles used In France the
«tires are rarely lews than six Inches In
width and the rear axle about fourteen

Inchies longer thinn . the fore axie. so
that the rear or hind wheels run about
one Inch outside of the level rolled by

the front wheels,

In Germany the law prescribes that
all the wagons drawing heavy londs,
such nk conl, brick, earth, stone, ote,
must have tires at least four Inches
wide, It Is worse thap useloss 1o cre-
ate expenslve and valunble highways
fo have them ohly eut to pleces by the
use of narrow tires as now nsed: for
the bauling of heavy loads In this coun.
try. When an expensive highway hans
been erented It must be taken care of,
and methods herotofore permitted
must be changed In order to help maln-
talp It. Wide tires nre of the greatest
value In preserving ordinary dirt roads.

FOR GOOD ROADS.

The Advantages of State Ald In
Highway Impravement,

When Mr. Drownlow of Tennessce
Introduced n LI In congress appropri-
atlng 20,000,000 ge u fund for notlonal
ald to rosd Improvement In the Unlted
Btates u good many peojle were wtar-
tled nt the wize of the lgares. The
amount, however, seemin very smnll
compured with the wmm that a single
state now proposes to rnise sl spend,
The New York legialature hins ndopted
o constitutionn] amendment proposing
to ralse and spend 5,000,000 anunally
for ten years, or BH0000000 In all,
This amembment must poss the loglsin-
ture agaln In 1005, and then It will go
before the people for ratification or re-
Jectlon, [t enn reasonably be expected
that the measure will weet with popu-

Inr favor. The people of New York
have glven the principle of state ald a
thorough trial, amd the results hnve
been bighly satisfoctory.

One of the objectlons wost loudly
urged ngninst both state and national
ald s that It will encournge local comn-
munliles to negleet the lmprovement
of thelr ronds and depend oo the state
and the federd]l government to do the
work for them, But this objection has
proved to Le purely lmaginary. In po
place where stote nid has been tried
has any such result appeared. On the
contrary, ald fromn the state treasury
only wstimulutes local self help. It
arouses warm competition among the
counties and townships {o secure a
slinre of the state nid fonds, lostesd
of sitting down and folding thelr handas,
as predieted, the loeal communities are
ralslng n groat deal more money under
the stimulus of state ald than they did
before

Good Roads In Malse,

It 1s stated that Malne for fhe first
time leads the United Btates as a
granite producing state. The greatest
Increase for the year 1001 over that of
| 1900 was In lmestone. One of the
| chlef factors of the Industry during
the year was the Increased value of
erushed stone, which covers granite,
lHmestone and sandstone. This s at-
| tribmted largely to the Increase in
bullding better roads.

Rural Delivery Notes

Applicants for the position of rural
carriers are subijjected to an examioa-
tion in respect fo thelr gualifieations

A CALIFORNIA BARN.

it Has SuSliclent Windmill Pewer to
Grind For Small Raneh,

James X Howell of Tulare county,
Cal., writes to Rural New Yorker: “I
am moved to send you a photograph of
a very good barn for & small rameh.
Windmill Is twelve feet on & thirty
foot ateel tower. Tower s bolted to
timbers framed Into the bullding just
above second floor, so it stands forty
feet to center of wheel. Bhaft ex-
tends to grinder on the firet Soor.
Grinder is fitted with foot gear and
pulley, so the mlll operates pump or
dny other machinery not over two

DARN WITH WIND POWER.

horsepower. Bam ls 80 by 40 feet.
Btalls for four horses in rear end, re-

made of 1 by 2 Inch stuff,
nalled together four ply, easier
than ordinary style of roof,
incloses more space for less cost.
‘tle braces or other obstructions on
ingide, and none Is needed.”

Importance of Correct Feeding.

In segrching for the cause of ad-
mitted faults in market and particular-
ly |» breéding stock the Investigator
must go to the feed colfers as well as
the herdbook or flock regigter, says
Breeder's Gasette, Much of the Inferi-

ority in efther class ascribed to the use

of mediocre sives is attributable to the Gmmuﬁc‘m )
feeder's unwise omlssion of juley foody i )
and too extravagant use of the smate-
rinls at band. The effort for better | @,
breeding stock should not be aban-
doned, but it should include an emphat-
ic plea for more intelligent feeding, and
the principles of the latter should be
inculeated by educational agencles
with impartial seal. The relation of
feeding to breeding is intimate, and
the two processes should be co-opera-
tive. If ratiooal feeding were given
the attention which fashionable breed.
ing recelves, the constitution, fecundity
and general welfare of  herds and
flocks would be materially improved.

B REE DEE | oo s W. r.evremdn
Tll.nt.’ in Uﬂ.l“ll‘.dw most horse B'unl. ‘m o q ':
It |s the standard bay. The recemt :
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.i for the service and (he esteem In which
they are beld by the inhabitants along
the routes. Seventeen to fAfty-five In
the age Hmit except In the case of war

A member of congress, speaking of
the rural rmknrmmmm'
said were the service a dead loms

the loss out of the public treasury be-
canse of the educdational benefits alk
ready shown.

. Rural free delivery 1s becBming a
temt factor in the construction of
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