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THE SPIDER'S WEB

Rosy complexioned and in her
fresh spring toilet, she was truly
beautiful. Under her long, silky
lashes her azure eyes had a soff,
caressing light that illumined her
face with kindliness. The form,
though somewhat slender, was well
modeled, and the lines of her neck
;aet doﬂ.' all ?:dﬂ attractiveness of a!
iead. encirc by a profusi |
blond locks. e ‘ » o‘l

This was the beautiful and grace-
ful Paoletta, Giorgio’s young wife.
In a carriage the newly wedded peir
were proceeding rapidly along the
sun filled river bank, thinking of
some way of employing the day.

The carriage paused to allow
them to sdmire the flowers upon a

sl spur of the incline, where ghe vines
food. An fﬂ“mﬁb‘z: like wild nests, stretched from dis-
""”’m: medicine from his dealer tance to distance, half concealed by
ad keop his stock in vigorous the trees.

rlaﬂt;rsmh Depiets g “Do_you wish to go up there?
h{'h'! Medicine, If yours does asked Paoletta.

act, gend 25 mt:t::r s un}g: She pointed with her delicate
o to the manufacturers, hand, from which she hed drawn

her glove, to the heighte of Belle-
vue.
“For what ?” Giorgio asked.
“We might see a house that would
suit us. You know we ought to be
looking for one,” said Paoletta. “We
can inquire at the inn.”
Giorgio hesitated.
“What of our
Cloud?” he asked.
“Let it be postponed for awhile.”
He did not answer immediately.
Finally he said, half reluctantly:
“As you will. It really makes no
difference where we live so long as
we are together.”
8he looked at him brightly, and
they descended from the carrlage
jnd took their way toward the bank
of the Seine. The inn was deserted.
“Let us mount into that little bal-
cony,” she said. “There is a fine
view from there.”
“As you pleage.”
Soon the sun shong less brightly,
for a space shone pallid, then van-
ished. Great clouds hea them-
selves up about them, rapid and
compact, A strong wind blew, and
drops of water to fall.
hr%’?hem};iould they tﬂ:[;'eh.lga?
“There!” said Paoletta.
« With her band she indicated &
cot upon the threshold of which
an old woman stood. v
Giorgio suddenly blushed erim-
gon, but accompanied his wife in
silence. '
“Tt is for rent. It can be looked
over,” said the woman, who hoped
to find tenants in this handsome
young couple.
Giorgio did not respond, but while

Pacletta examined a ents
this alight,

journey to St
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- he regarded with interest
. Watches, Clocks, Jewelry rn;d e construction, so eimply
e

As goon as his wife called him he
entered the house. A vision of the
past. rose in his mind. He saw the
garden, the arbor, the honeysuckle
and ivy, now nothing more than a
mass of green foliage, under which
was Lidden a little bench covered
with moss and gone to decay. A
marble dove, blatgoened by moistdre,
had been for long years the sole
spectator of this devastation.

“It is ten years since the house
was left tenantless,” prattled the
old woman. “The proprietor, who
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: was eccentric, did not wish to let it.
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ance contracts now |, ““Are you willing to rent this

ho Giorgio?” she asked.

‘Eﬁa a.irrgi t be too bracing for
you, my dear.

“But not more so than gu:g;
where in the coruptry,”
old woman.
little—400 francs a year.”

. “Itis v reuonabhf'uid?p—
letta. “Iez.nbedﬁ'ﬁ‘htedtohn
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Paoletta gradually ceased to fear
him. But when to this great spider
were added several otfitrs shie re-
golved to remove this large family,
domesticated no doubt for & number
of years. BShe called in a carpenter
to take down the mirror, laughing
to see the twibe scampering,

Buddenly she uttered a cry of sur-
prise. Wrapped up as in a net, in-
vested with a t mass of cob-
webs, a letter sealed with black fell
from behind the mirror.

The workman, no less surprised
than the ou.ngn‘ad , presented the
letter to Paoletta, who took it, trem-
bling. On the outside she read:

_“To be delivered to Signor Gior-
gio Dorval after my death.”

The young wife's heart beat fast.
This letter was directed to her hus-
band. What could it contain?

_ “It must have been written s long
time ago,” eaid the workman.

*It is directed to my husband*
responded Paoletta. The man smil-
ed musingly.

“A letter from a
thought.

Should she burn this letter un-
opened? What might it contain?
Should she give it to Giorgio ?

No, no; certainly not,

After a long time she broke the
seal, and this is what she read:

“My dear Giorgio, I am sick and
sad. The house is a prison. I seem
to find in it something tragical, lead-
in;‘; to revenge and death.

‘Although it is ended, completel
ended, do not deubt but we shall
see each other again. Is our love
to endure but one season? Do yom
not remember your oath of eternal
fidelity ?

“I have not forgotten and have
returned to our nest. Now I would
like to dic, surrounded by the things
you care for.

“I have re-entered this room, fill-
ed with tokens of your love. That
reclining chair hns seated you fre-
quently, when, returning from a
long excursion in the , I came
to rest my head against your knees,
while you touched the brown locks
which fell over my forehead. I have
reviewed all that year of bapgimu
day by day and only desire to die in
this house, where you and I have
loved.”

Paoletta gave s loud ery and fell
to the floor. When she returned to
her senses, the sun had set, the day

woman,” he

was slowly departing, the hmluon,
tinted wi le, forming a lumi-
nous gulnninl?othi.ng was changed

in the life of the world about her.
There was the same asure sky, the
same strident shriek of the railway
train, the hilarious shouts of the

children relessed from school.
Was what had a dream,
some st No, the letter

was there at her feet. It recalled her
to reality. It was true—all was
truel And suddenly she felt within
her heart an enormous weight, and
upon her shoulders something lay
f::oat insupportable.

She remained for a long time mo-
tionless and eilent, making a thou-
sand projects. Then gradually her
nerves gave way, and tears
from her eyes.

When Giorgio returned, he found
her calm, but a little nervous.

Several da then Paoletts
took to her bed.

A malady h:rhichthhldton:t been
able to carry her to the tomb a year
before reappeared. The physician
announced tbat all was over;
would not outlast the fall of the
leaves.

8he treated Giorgio with eold-
ness, of which she gave no explana-
tion. He stiended her, watched
over her, supplicated her to tell him
why she chan but she re-
mained silent, and her calmness
made him almost insane. )

One morning she said to him,
“You will ntnr:“mly today, will

not, Giorgio
’“Hebmto:glr her, kissing her ten-
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ENGLAND'S HAND IN THE

RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR

By MICHAEL DAVITT,

HE London press hes encouraged Japan in every
way during the last few months to pick o querrel
with Russia, while the Anglo-Indian expedition to
Tibet was a DIRECT INCITATION by the Brit-
ish government to the Japanese to go to war, this
expedition being anti-Russian, in policy and pur-
pose. [English diplomacy has played its part in-

sidioualy and well so far in helping to put her chief rival in the far

east to the expense and risks of a great war, but the results may not
come up to English expectations. If she forces Russin to strike back,

BRITISH INDIA is at the mercy of Russia's overwhelming mili-

tary power whenever the ezar’s government may be driven to retalia-

tion.

There is absolutely no sonnection between the Kishineff massacre |
and the present war, unless you wish to represent the Japs as going |
to war with Ruseia in order to svenge the ontrage on the Jews,avhich '
s too ridiculous for & moment’s thought. The local Russian admin-
istration was CRIMINALLY WRONG and to blame for 10
orimes of Kishineff. In the present war JAPAN IS THE AG-|
GRESSOR and is animated mainly by a feeling of revenge for Rus-
sian aotion in peeventing the full conquest of China by the Japs in
the war between Japan and the Chinese empire. Moreover, Japan is
England’s ally, and she is playing England's game in forcing a war
upon the Russlan empire, l

It is not at all likely that England will openly take sides with |
Japan. That would mean [HE CERTAIN LOSS OF INDIA
to the British, and this would be too high a price to pay for helping |
a heathen nation like Japan to humiliate a Christian nation like |
Russis. No, England had quite enough of war in South Africa for
the present generation.

SHE WILL CHEER THE
BHRINKS FROM FACING.

I do not think any other nation will intervene. The end of this
war will be contested on land, the prize being the major control or
influence of China ss & market,. ON LAND RUSSIA IS PRAC-
TICALLY INVINCIBLE. B8he never crosses the seas for con-
quest. Her destiny and policy alike keep her where she can put
5,000,000 of fighting men in the field, and no nation in Europe wants
to fight an opponent of this size on his own ground.

“ THERE WILL BE HO WAR BETWEEN ENGLAND AND FRANCE
UNLESS BOTH POWERE BECOME BUDDENLY INBANE, AND GER-
MANY WILL NEVER THINK OF FIGHTING RUSSBIA TO SERVE THE
ENDS OF EMGLAND'® BLIND POLICY OF ANTI-RUSSIAN PREJUDICE.

America is surely in the same position as Germany in this respect.
Rewsia de Uncle Sam’s oldest friend in Furope except France, and as
Rusgia is ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN to be the major influence in
the matter of the future Chinese market it would be far wiser for
the United States to be strietly neutral in this quarrel than to follow
England's more selfish and more unserupulous example.

THE BOY OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

By LESLIE M. GHAW, Scoretary of the Treasury

rawere g is nothing in the world so well worth looking
2 Q‘ after as the boy, and there is no being in the world
: ] oo neglected as the boy. There is littlo place, scant
E room, for him. He is WELCOME in the home

AB A BABY, and he is welcome AS A MAN,
but there is scant welcome for him-as a boy. '

About the only door that swings with sure welcome to the boy,
sbout the only chair that is shoved near the fire especially for the boy,
sbout the only plsce where he is sure of & cordial greeting, is
WHERE YOU DO NOT DESIRE HIM TO GO.

It is pretty hard to win the companionship of your boy. You
think you know something about him, but perhaps that is little.™ Very
likely HE KNOWB MORE ABOUT YOU than you do sbout
him. Yet that boy is hungry for companionship, and he will have it.
He wanta the companionship of boys. Nothing will take its place.

* 1 think boys, as a rule, prefer boys’ schools. If permitted to, they
will quit the public school if given nothing but girls as teachers,
They may remain under the tuition of matronly women, BUT NOT
UNDER THE TUITION OF GIRLS. It is not a question of
who is the better teacher. It is a question of companionship.

IF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY BUCCEEDS IN FINDING THE
BOY IT WILL BDE BECAUSE THE BOY BUCCEEDS IN FINDING HIM- |

SOME PROS AND GONS OF
OUR NEW INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM

Sy Presidest JACOS ©. SCHURMAN of Cormell University

of the features of our new economic and industrial
aystem have been criticised rather because they are
new than becanse they are evil. Thus it is true that the
individual merchant or manufacturer who does a small
bueiness is sometimes eliminated by his colossal com-
But, on the other hand, the number of failures is reduced.
establishnients offer steady employment, with wages ap-
the capacity of the employees, and there IS ALWAYS
DEMAND FOR CAPABLE MEN to 1l the higher and more
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THE INK AQUARIUM.

How to (hnoge Ink Into Water Con-
mintng Scvernl Filal,

Bome thye When yon liuve an even
Ing purty at your house spring this
clever trick on your playmuites: Pre
pent o glassfmy of nk 1o the, view of
e spectstors; then prove that It 1s Ink
by dipplog a vigitosg card Ju It and
showing the card,  Now anmounce that
there nre tsb o the twmbler that just
thrive on Ink, and yoi will prove they
ure there by changlng the ink to water
g0 that the onlookers tiay see them,

Throw o homdkerchief over the gloss
0 as o entlrely envelop It repeat an

THE TRICKE EXI'LAINED.

Ineantation and then suddenly whisk
the handkerchief away. The andlence
will be very much nstonished to find
the glaes Ol with water elenr aus

crystal, with several fishes in it.

The trlek s performed in this way:
Get a plede of thin Llack rubber cloth
and Jine the Inside of the gloss with

it; then tle n binek thread to the upper
edge of the cloth.,  Attach a little but-
ton to the el of the thread overbang-
fug the toibiler, as shown In the draw-
g, Fill the glass with clear water
il fntrodiice severnl sh—live ones, if

yoir can possibly procure them, but, I
not, toy fish will serve. .

The Ink test witly the visiting card is
aceomnplistud by weans of a confeder-
ate who ls In the amllence and who
bunds your o eard which s marked
with Ink on one slde. As you dip the
card Into the tnmbler you contrive to
turn It uronnd, nnd the sudience then
#oes the Lluck side, thinking saturally
that It has just been Immersed In the
Ink. - The startling change from ok to

water Is effected by pulling out the
rnblber eloth by means of the attached
thrend sl Lutton when the hamdker-
chilef I« whinked nway, Some practioe
In noeeded ¢rat o onler to do this with-
ot spdliing the water In the gloas,—
Exchanngre,

Stabborn Paper Wad,

Did you ever see n papir wad that
wits 80 stubborn thot it would fly In
the face of one who tried to compel It
to go Into the neck of n bottle?

The more you iry to hlow It In the
more It lenves the bottle,

You ean iry this with any larze bol-
tle and o paper wad or cork small
enough to it very closely In” e neck.
Holding the bottle so that It polots di-
rectly at your wmonth apd placing the
cork In the neck, the barderd you blow
on the cork for the purpose of driving
H Into the Bottle the wore forcibly will
the cork rush from Its place 1o the
neck.

Try this stunt and see If you ean tell
what csuses the peculiar actlon of the
paper wad.

Why Frogs Ave Cold.

Maony boys have probably wondered
why frags are cold to the touch, and
some of them look upon these little
creaturea with a sort of horror, bellev-
iug that they have no blood. But such
Is not the case, for they bave oot only
blood, but they posscss nerves snd can
feel. Perhaps If thls were mere gener-
ally kpnown there would not be so
many heartless boys who seem to take
special delight In torturing frogs and
tonds, According to sclentists, frogs
are wold blooded becauss they conmme
very little air. It Is the same with fish.
es. Without a plentiful snpply of alr
there Is not much animal heat, hecause
combustion is slow,

The Lost Life.

“A Bhlpwreek™ was the subject given
the class, and the children were to
write a composition. The teacher was
much amused while reading the pro-
duetions over and correcting them when
that wnded thus:
“There was but oue 1ife Jost, and that
was found afterwanl”

Do Yeou Know Whe Unele Sam Isf

“Fapa.” wsald Jarry, “who wase
Uecrge Washington?"

“(eorge Washington was the Father
of His Country, my boy.”

“Well, who's this Usicle Bam they
talk mbout? Was he Washington's
brother ¥~ Exchange.

The Rennwary.
Ever sinte the world was young,
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In farmers’ bulletin No. 65, issued by
the department of agriculture, Henry
I2. Alvord, chlef of the dairy division,
| burenn of animal Industry, says:
| “A berd of good dalry cows deserves
to have good care, and this can only
be insured by baving the right kind of |
attendants. If the owner Is unable to
clther attend the cows himself or glve
rths matter personal supervision twiee
| day or more, it 18 to his Interest and
! profit to be certain that hls employees
| ure trustworthy and fit to be cow kecp-
!l.'ru. Every one should be qulet, even
tempered, gentle and regular and clean-
Iy In his habits. A cow abominates an
unclean man. Tobaceo in all its forms
Is obnoxious to every department of
dairying. All the work about the herd
| should be done with the utmost system
i nnd regularity--stable cleaning, groom-
ing, exercise, watering, feeding, milk-
fng—a flxed time for everything, and
everything at its time, ‘on the dot.'
“Nothing bhas been produced which
begins to compare with the bhuman
hoand as a milking machine. Cleanli-
ness and regularity are the first requl-
gites In good milking. Next, qulet and
| gentleness sbhould be accompanied by
quickness. Two milkers, one rapid and
the other slow, the cow being accus-
tomed to both, will get about the same
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quantity of milk in any given number mm“"
tof days, but the former will get the | Root, rad
more fat. The quicker the milking the | #8 every
richer the milk, if the work is done | — —
well and completely. The difference | o
may not be great, but It Is measurable | ¢

In butter and money. Again, two men
' milking like quantities In like time,
from the same cows or anlmals, giving
milk usoally just alike, will get differ
ent results as to richness, and if they
change places the richer milk Is se-
cured by the sae man. The milk fat
or butter fat comes from the cow, but
it 1a the expert milker that gets the
most of it. There seems to be an unde-
fined and yet conclusively proved rela-
tion between some milkers and the
cows they handle which prodoce this
result. It s certaln that change of
millkers, manner or time of milking, Ir
regularity or auy disturbance at milk-
ing time may be expectid to cause loss
of butter fat in the milk. In short, it
pays, aud pays well, to lave milking
dong In the very best way, by the very
best milkers that ean be found. A su-
perior milker should be appreciated and
retalned as persistently ns a superior
cow. The former Is the more dificuit |SAVE YOUu a

lor:place.m i S ver. gz wli.’ -agul
“A very practice, a our e
1 to tak to
commen b o ke ave aow o upor | IS .riﬁt._ -
where sho usunlly stands, this to be a your 1 on.
good Tonic.
An honest medici
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clean and airy place, like an open shed. A
The milking sbed or room belng kept
scrupulously clean, with free move-
ment of pure alr, there Is an alnost
certaln exemption from what are usu-
ally called ‘animal odors’ In milk, but
what really are stable odors or odors
from the milker. It may be stated as

a fonct, and should slways be remem-
bered, that milk as It comes from the
bealthy cow ls perfectly pure. It has

food, and all those odors and Gavors
which are often so objectionable get
into the milk after it is drawn from
the udder of the cow. They come from
the uncleaned body of the cow

or from her surroundings, the
the stable, the milk vessel or the
ing or person of the milker.
tronbles are all avoidable. They
not to be charged to the eow, but to
the man, her keeper.

“With the exception of some extraor-
dinarily large milkers or for shdrt pe-
riods when the yield is largest, there s
no ghin in milking cows more than
twice a day. Within lmits it Is true
that If properly dove the oftener the
cow Is milked the richer will be
milk, but the difference Is very
anfl seldom If ever enough to
{he extra labor. In one of
noted and folly authenticated
tmmense milk production by one
(a ton or more of milk & month for
year) the cow wan milked every
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same man and always within two min-
utes of the right bour. This remparka-
ble record was witbout doubt largely
duoe to the milker, who wan the feader
of the cow as well. (desd the year's
performance by the man was as nole-
worthy ns that of the cow."”
An Imporied Frieslam,

Teeuwarder, 2017, Friesian . D s
the property of C. ¥. Munt of Man-
Mo, N. Y., by whomm be was recently
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